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2018 begins the 112th year of the Garden, the 66th year for the Friends and Susan Wilkins’ 15th year as 
Garden Curator.

The first Friends Board meeting of the year took place 
February 5, 2018 at the home of Pam Weiner. Susan 
Wilkins was in attendance and reported on major 
governance changes at the Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board (MPRB) and on winter activities. First, 
Annie Young, with 28 years as commissioner had 
passed away; then with the departure of 
Superintendent Jayne Miller to Pittsburgh, former 
Superintendent Mary Merrill was coming back as 
interim until the board selected a permanent candidate; 
and finally, many of the Board Commissioners are new 
in the posts following the last election when many of 
the previous commissioners did not stand for re-
election and these commissioners are probably not 
familiar with the Friends or the Garden. As to the 
budget, Susan believed that she would have more 
naturalist resources available in 2018 than in 2017.

Susan also submitted three Garden proposals for the 
Friends to fund in 2019. A decision on these was 
delayed until the April meeting. Tyler Pederson, the 
MPRB planning person was working on phase II 
boardwalk cost estimates and contracts. It was decided 
that the best approach to achieve least cost would be for 
the Friends to directly fund the construction and 
installation costs and then gift them to the MPRB. Kathy 
Connelly and Steve Pundt were to work with MPRB 
attorneys on the drafting of an agreement. It was now 
estimated that the cost to the Friends would be around $75,000. Contrary to these early expectations of 
having everything done by summer, it would be late fall before all the agreements and the pricing was 

James Robin (l) and Tyler Pederson (r) 
marking positions for the new boardwalk 

sections. Photo MPRB.



finalized and winter before installation work could begin. The Park Board already had, at their expense, 
the heat treated ash lumber ready to install. Meanwhile, Susan and Tyler were refining the final design 
with James Robin of the Cuningham Group.

Susan noted: 

It is late January and I’ve been out in the shining Garden this week working on a variety of 
projects. My first task was to stake out the next sections of the boardwalk in the Garden’s 
wetland with landscape architect James Robin and Minneapolis Park Board design project 
manager Tyler Pederson. Although more than one of us (I won’t say who!) temporarily lost our 
footing in the icy reaches of the open water below the snow, we successfully charted our way 
through the wetland with drawings, templates, tape measures and marking flags.(1)

To accommodate the placement of the boardwalk, a few large Green Ash trees would need to be 
removed along the wetland trail. Susan provided a second reason why ash trees are being removed - 
Emerald Ash Borer:

We have been methodically removing specific ash trees in the Garden while they are still alive. 
One infested, they are difficult to safely cut down without causing harm to nearby trees and 
shrubs. We don’t want to delay removal, as their branches will become brittle and break off, 
posing a hazard for visitors and staff.(1)

As part of the new Friends budget process instituted by President Kathy Connelly last year, a proposed 
2018 budget was presented, modified and approved. She also provided an update of the MPRB 
proposal to allow people to forage in the parks. Certain areas that are vulnerable such as the Garden 

itself and the Volunteer Stewardship Area outside 
the Garden could be delineated as protected 
areas.

Volunteer coordinator Jennifer Dunne was 
modifying the training program to include a 
minimum number of days that volunteers had to 
work so as to keep their training fresh in their 
minds and to give satisfaction that the time is 
worthwhile. Jennifer planned to step down from 
the coordinator position by the end of the year.
Fundraising for the boardwalk phase II was 
continuing under Pam Weiner’s direction. Mark 
Addicks and Tom Hoch had committed $35,000 
in matching funds. No other major donors were 
known as this time.

The treasurer’s report for calendar year 2017 was 
submitted in abstentia and approved. Jayne Funk’s membership report totaled membership at 285. 
Jayne and Lauren Husting manned a table at the annual Wild Ones Conference on February 17. Four 
memberships were obtained and 12 plant books sold. Betsy McNerney was at work on the spring 
newsletter. The board decided that the current newsletter issue should be available immediately on the 
Friends website for anyone who wants to see it. Gary Bebeau implemented the procedure and also 
created a browser friendly html version of the current issue and added the html version to the 
newsletter archive. 

The Garden front gate buried in snow on April 5, 
2018. Note the wood arbor destroyed in 2017 has 

not yet been replaced. Photo G D Bebeau



Spring 2018 

April 1st is the target date for opening the Garden season. It is often missed when winter refuses to 
leave. This year’s refusal was historical. By the time the ice on the trails melted it was May 1 - the latest 
opening date known. Late March snows plus 8+ inches on April 2 and 3 with more heavy snow on 
13th, 14th and 15th gave us 25.2 inches for the month, an all time record for April, breaking the 1983 
record of 23.8 inches, and it was only the 15th of the Month.

Two views of Birch Pond just west of the Garden parking lot, in April after a large snow fall. Above: April 5, 2018, 
following the 11 inch snowfall of April 2/3, photo by G D Bebeau. Below: Birch Pond on April 14, 1949 following a 

9-1/2 inch snowfall. Photo by Martha Crone. In both years the opening of the Garden was affected by heavy 
snows.

Before the Garden opened, the Friends held a Board meeting on April 16th at the Kenwood Park 
Community Center. Both Susan Wilkins and boardwalk project manager Tyler Pederson were present 
to review the status of the boardwalk. The educational meeting spot to be located near the Showy 
Lady’s-slippers has been expanded to accommodate 12 seated, 12 standing and still room for others to 
pass through. The donation agreement with the MPRB was still being developed but the Friends would 
have an agreed cap of $75,000. The Garden staff was working on planning for programs once the 
Garden opened.

The board approved two of the three Garden projects for 2019 that were presented in February by 
Susan Wilkins. Approved were native shrub planting between Geranium Path and Lady Slipper Lane 
with an estimated cost of $3,500 to $4,000; and prairie plantings in the newly restored and managed 
areas of the Upland Garden with an estimated cost $3,000 to $3,500.

For the past three years the Friends have provided funds for the removal of invasive species and 
restoration of the areas in both the wetland and the upland prairie, principally Reed Canary Grass and 
Buckthorn in the wetland and sumac, various berries (Rubus species) and Buckthorn in the prairie area. 
The removal was done partially by Garden staff in the wetland and by Prairie Restorations Inc. in the 



prairie. The funding approved above would fill in 
areas left bare and control the re-emergence of the 
unwanted species.

Gary Bebeau filed a short-year form 990 report with 
the Internal Revenue Service to change the Friends 
fiscal year from ending April 30 to ending on 
December 31, effective for 2017. This had been voted 
on by the Board several times in the past but nothing 
had ever been filed to make it official.

Volunteer coordinator Jennifer Dunne held a 
training session on May 8 for 6 new volunteers 
and 34 who were returning from 2017. The late 
Garden opening had forced the meeting to be 
rescheduled twice

Spring catches up quickly when winter hangs 
around too long. The week of May 5 to 13 had 84 
degree temperatures and all the Trilliums in bloom, 
plus Marsh Marigold and Skunk Cabbage in the 
wetland. In addition the spring warblers were 
passing through. By the third week of May the 
summer bird residents were nesting and the leaf 
canopy was fully extended. (1)

By the time the Garden opened, the Park Board 
carpenters had reconstructed the wood arbor over 
the front gate that had been destroyed by a falling 
dead tree last summer. If you compare the look of the 
gate in the winter photo shown above to the look 
after the arbor is back in place you can see the 
wisdom of former Gardener Cary George. It was 
Cary who had suggested the wooden arbor. Back on 

October 21st, 1989 he had stated at a Friends Board meeting “I hope enough money can be found to 
add a wooden archway so that visitors may symbolically enter into the Garden.” It was also he who 
came up with the quotation from Wordsworth that is inscribed over the gate.

In the spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 66, no. 1) the lead article was on Forest Bathing, A 
Mindful Walk in the Woods, by MPRB Interpretive Naturalist Kyla Sisson. The topic is a fairly new one 
for most readers. Kathy Connelly reviewed what the Friends have been doing; Susan Wilkins wrote 
about the winter work in the wetland preparing for the boardwalk installation and about the change in 
the tree inventory of the Garden following the loss of all the elms in the last century. A review of the 
book How Trees Think by Peter Wohlleben was included along with several naturalist articles on spring 
ephemerals and the Maple Glen where the Friends Invasive Plant Action Group (FIPAC) was doing 
work.

On May 13, Mother’s Day, Friends members and volunteers were at the Garden to man a membership 
table and assist in helping visitors. The group included Jennifer Dunne, Rod Miller, Kay Orr, Joan 
Thompson, Mary Steinbicker, Betsy McNerney, Leslie Gillette, Diane Newberry, Nancy Nikora, 

An area of the prairie cleared of sumac and 
blackberry - part of the 3-year restoration work. Photo 

G D Bebeau.

The front gate after MPRB carpenters installed the 
new replacement arbor. Photo G D Bebeau.



Melissas Hansen, Linda Fritschel, Anne Morrow, 
Roger Battreall, Jayne Funk and Gary Bebeau. Six 
memberships were sold and eight plant books sold.

The Friends annual membership meeting, was held 
at the Kenwood Park Community Center, 21st and 
Franklin Ave., Minneapolis on Sunday May 20. 
Attendance was sparse and a quorum just reached. 
Refreshments were provided by Board members.

The nominating committee for the Board of 
Directors slate consisted of Kathy Connelly, Sally 
Pundt and Colin Bartol. Summary reports of 
Friends activities were available for those 
attending. Elected to the board for one year terms 
were Candy Bartol, Colin Bartol, Gary Bebeau, Steve Benson, Kathy Connelly, Jennifer Dunne, Jayne 
Funk, Melissa Hansen, Lauren Husting, Betsy McNerney, Jennifer Olson, Jim Proctor, Sally Pundt, 
Steve Pundt, Barry Schade, Pam Weiner and Susan Wilkins (ex-officio).

At the Board of Directors meeting following the annual meeting, the officers elected were: Kathleen 
Connelly, President; Melissa Hansen, Vice-president; Candy Bartol, Secretary; Gary Bebeau, Treasurer.

Continuing in committee roles were: Gary Bebeau, 
memorials and website; Jennifer Dunne, volunteers; 
Steve Benson, money management; Jennifer Olson, 
historian; Jayne Funk, membership; Jim Proctor, 
Invasive Plant Action Group (with non-board 
members Liz Anderson and Kari Christianson, co-
chairs).

With the delayed start to the season, FIPAG held 
only 3 Garlic Mustard Pulls this spring - on May 5, 
May 20 and June 3, all in areas previously worked 
in.

Last summer a dead tree had fallen and destroyed 
the wood arbor over the front gate to the Garden. 
This spring another tree fell on the Amy Odell 

birdbath near the shelter and broke the limestone bowl. The MPRB cement shop foreman was able to 
fashion a new one out of the same limestone - it looked just like the old one - missing only the age 
patina. Amy Odell was the wife of Friends founder Clinton Odell. All memorials in the Garden can be 
viewed on the website.

Summer 2018 

Summer had no large surprises at the Garden. There was abundant rain and very few days with 
temperatures above 90 degrees. One historical event was the removal of the well head and the capping 
of the well at the Great Medicine Spring, just west of the Garden. Tests had shown arsenic 
contamination above the Maximum Contaminant Level for drinking water, so on June 25 a crew 
removed the pump, pump platform and capped the well. The pump handle had been removed in 2014 

The spot in the wetland where Phase II of the 
boardwalk will begin. Photo G D Bebeau.

The newly restored basin of the Amy Odell 
birdbath. The pedestal is original 1968. Photo G D 

Bebeau.



to prevent people drinking the water. The pump and well were the result of the attempt of the Friends 
to rejuvenate the flow of the Great Medicine Spring in 1999/2000. The flow of the natural spring had 
dried up in earlier years with only a trickle now and then. After the tornado of 2011 that went through 
the area, that part of the park was left to grow wild. Full details on the history of the spring are on the 
website.

Below: The area of the Great Medicine Spring after removal of the pump and platform. Photo G D Bebeau.

Removal of invasive species during the summer was an ongoing project by the staff in the wetland and 
by the staff and Prairie Restorations in the upland.

At a planning meeting held in June at Utepils (a 
brewhouse) Board members decided to 
implement an email news program for members 
that had given us permission to use their email 
addresses for communication. It was decided to 
use the MailChimp program as it is free use for 
less than 2000 addresses. Gary Bebeau set up the 
program and Lauren Husting composed the first 
emails. (PDF Sample follows text)

In the summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ 
(Vol.66, no. 2) a group of Garden naturalists 
wrote a number of short essays on “Shiny Stuff 
and other Garden Wonders.” Naturalist Tammy 
Mercer contributed another birding article titled 
“Baby Songbirds have Hardworking Parents.” In 

An area of the wetland partially cleared of invasive 
species. Photo G D Bebeau.



addition she listed 25 birds commonly seen in the Garden during breeding season. The website has a 
long list of birding articles written by Tammy over a number of past years. Another article about the 
impact of earthworms was written by FIPAG co-coordinator Liz Anderson and echos recent discussions 
Susan Wilkins has had with the Friends about their effect in the Garden.

During the summer 8 schools sent children to the 
Garden with bus transportation subsidized by the 
Friends Student Transportation Grant Program - 560 
youngsters, all 4th graders. Transportation cost to the 
Friends - $2,040.

Board member Gary Bebeau put together in book 
form a history of former Curator Martha Crone’s 53 
years of service to and support of the Garden. The title 
was “This satisfying pursuit - Martha Crone and the Wild 
Flower Garden.” It was posted on the website in 
downloadable pdf format, 176 pages. It included her 
background as a helper to Eloise Butler, her years as 
Curator and her 20 years of involvement with the 
Friends.

He also compiled a research document on the history 
of open water pools in the Garden. Susan Wilkins 

prompted the additional research with a question on the position and naming of the Garden pool at the 
north end of the Garden. There were a number of documents that provided insight to the current and 
past water pools, including Eloise Butler’s Mallard Pool, which was located outside of the current 
Garden boundaries, but no single document that tied all the information together. This document is 
available on the website.

Autumn 2018 

FIPAG held three Buckthorn pulls in the Maple Glen next to 
the Garden, in October, on the 7th, 13th and 21st. This has been 
the area of concentration since 2014. Canada Rye seed was 
scattered on the disturbed soil to help stabilize the ground. A 
ground cover such as this was recommended by Dr. Lee 
Frelich, Director of the Center for Forest Ecology at the 
University of Minnesota. Also on his recommendation list was 
milkweed and Pennsylvania Sedge.

The last 2018 Board meeting of the Friends was on September 
29, held at the Kenwood Community Center. Final plans were 
made for the Volunteer Appreciation Event to be held in 
October. Besides the usually committee and officer reports, the 
fundraising efforts of Pam Weiner for the phase II boardwalk 
were acknowledged. That fundraising is now complete as the 
Friends have sufficient funds to complete the project. Also, 
President Kathy Connelly had initiated a process of a formal 
budget review in 2017 and at this meeting the budget for 2019 
was approved.

A group of 4th grade students on a summer 
school visit - one of 8 groups from the Student 
Transportation Grant Program. Photo Wendy 

Trembly.

Volunteers in the Maple Glen using 
weed wrenches to remove stumps of 
buckthorn that have re-sprouted from 

previously cut plants. Photo Kari 
Christianson.



The process of moving the boardwalk to completion 
was just about finished. During October the design 
was finalized. It was found that additional posts were 
needed for stabilization, resulting in a change order, 
but the fabricator, Wickcraft in Wisconsin, was 
beginning fabrication of the sections. They already had 
the ash wood from the Park Board for the treads at 
their site. The sections would end up being delivered 
November 29. Total cost to the Friends was $50,765 for 
the sections. Kathy Connelly had visited with 
Wickcraft at the Garden in early November to confirm 
some details. The old section of the boardwalk from 
the 2015 phase I had some areas where it was sinking. 
Stabilization plates were needed to shore that up and 
the Park Board was going to pay for that out of their 
maintenance budget. The next cost will be the 
installation. Trail Source was selected by the Park 
Board as the installation contractor and their bid was 
expected be about $15,000. They will do the 
installation work during the winter.

Two major pronouncements came from the Park Board 
in the fall. First was the passing of a resolution to ban 
the use of glyphosate on all Park property (pdf copy 
follows text). There was a partial ban in effect in 
previous years. It was to be worked out in 2019 how 

the implementation would work and how it would affect the Garden. The second pronouncement 
concerned the budget. An initial budget reduction proposal was to reduce the staffing hours at the 
Garden by 400. This would be done by opening later than April 1, closing earlier in the fall or closing 
on Mondays. Kathy Connelly used the new “E-news” program to communicate the information to our 
members, asking them to respond directly to the ParkCommissioners. Kathy sent a letter from the 
Friends Board laying out our opposition. (pdf copy follows text). On November 14, the Park 
Commissioners modified the draft budget to restore funding for the Garden. It was not yet final, but a 
good omen.

The annual volunteer appreciation event was held on October 28th at St. Mary’s Greek Orthodox 
Church in South Minneapolis, our seventh year at that facility.  (photos next page) The Friends 
provided beverages, food, door prizes, free gardening books and the Park Board providing desserts. 
Over sixty volunteers, Garden staff, and Friends Board members were attending. Catering of food was 
by Borders Cucina.

For several years running Pam Weiner has brought in a supply of donated books related to plants and 
gardening. The books were originally donated to an organization that ships books to other countries 
where specific books on North American plants and gardening would be of no use. Attendees at the 
event could take home what they wished. Photos were published in the fall issue of The Fringed 
Gentian™

Delivery of sections of the new boardwalk at the 
end of November. Photo MPRB.



That fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 
66, no. 3) was Betsy McNerney’s last as 
editor. She still had Andrea Vollmer as 
volunteer designer and Denise Sterling as 
copyeditor.

Susan Wilkins summarized the Garden’s past 
season. Over 14,000 visitors were logged 
stopping in to the Martha Crone Shelter. She 
noted: 

This is the highest count on record in 
recent history. It means that thousands 
of people each month had an 
opportunity to connect with staff and 
volunteers in the Shelter to learn more 
about the flora and fauna and the rich 
history of American’s oldest public 
wild flower garden. It is exciting to 
know that the Garden is appreciated by so many - far more than we can count! As only a portion 
of visitors stop at the Shelter during their visit to the Garden, staff are looking into ways to 
capture a precise number of total visitors.(3)

In the buffet line at the Volunteer Event, l to r, Jim 
Coleman, Gary Bebeau, Meg Forney, Becca Brackett, 

Howard Towle and Bill Blood. Photo Maggie Tuff.



Susan also noted that two new toddler/pre-
school Garden programs were very 
successful: Nature Tots (weekly) and Garden 
Story Time (twice weekly) with over 560 
registered participants. Over 3,000 people 
participated in free and paid programs. 
There were also over 80 special group 
programs with 1,370 youth and adults 
taking part.

Also in the newsletter, Kathy Connelly 
noted changes in Board member 
responsibilities, including Betsy McNerney 
stepping down as newsletter editor. Lauren 
Husting was now setting up the “Friends 
News” emails and Melissa Hansen was 
taking over volunteer responsibilities for the 
second time.

The lead article in the newsletter was about “The Brilliance of the Forest” by MPRB Naturalist Ron 
Spinosa - an article on colorful mushrooms and molds found in the Garden. Betsy McNerney reviewed 
what Mary Furth does in her patch of the Garden that she is responsible for as a volunteer Legacy 
Steward. Gary Bebeau’s book on Martha Crone was reviewed.

The Garden closed on weekdays on October 15 but remained open on weekends through the end of 
October. By mid-month most of the passing warblers had left. The white and yellow fall flowers were 
still blooming and the mushrooms and fungus were putting on a very nice colorful display. (4)

As a follow-on to Gary Bebeau’s book on Martha Crone, he produced two additional volumes detailing 
the events of the years of Eloise Butler’s tenure and those of Martha Crone. His previous book on 
Martha Crone was more her history and not a year-by-year summary of her years as Curator. Likewise, 
Martha Hellander’s book on Eloise Butler - The Wild Gardener - did not cover the specific events of each 
year in chronological order. The Crone book is titled “The Native Plant Reserve in Glenwood Park, 
1933-1958,” 228 pages, and the Butler book is titled “The Wild Botanic Garden, 1907 - 1933,” 294 pages. 
Both were listed on the website in downloadable pdf format.

The 2nd Edition of the Plant Identification Guide was printed at the beginning of the year.  It was 
expanded to 142 pages from 75, contained larger photos, more photos (1,015) and more plants (437) 
were covered.

Friends director Barry Shade resigned from the Board at the end of year.

Summarizing the year for the Friends:
Mission Project expenditures: $3,479 to the Park Board for the habitat restoration efforts; $50,765 to 
Wickcraft for boardwalk construction; $2,040 was spent on Student Transportation Grants; $19 for 
Junior Naturalist backpak supplies; and $1,550 for volunteer support. Membership at year end totaled 
277, of which 41 were life members and 37 courtesy memberships.
A major donation this year was $35,000 from Mark Addicks and Tom Hoch in support of the boardwalk 
project. Two new name plates were placed on the Eliason Honor Board in the shelter for memorials: 
Alice Lindquist Lundblad and Penny Jacobs.

At the Volunteer Event, Kathy Connelly (l) and Susan 
Wilkins (r) Photo Karen Smudski.



Weather: Unlike 2016 and 2017, the snow did not melt early, resulting in the latest Garden opening 
known. Spring and summer rains were very good, without extremely hot weather. Temperatures in 
December were above normal, with very little snow through the end of the year.
(1) The Fringed Gentian, Vol. 66 no. 1, Spring 2018.
(2) Garden Naturalist’s Phrenology Notes.
(3) The Fringed Gentian, Vol. 66, no. 3, Fall 2018.
(4) Garden Naturalist’s Phrenology Notes.

Photo top of first page: A panorama of the Maple Glen with its hillside of Interrupted Ferns, on August 
9, 2018. Photo G D Bebeau

References:
Minutes of the Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.

Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.

©2019 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.  Photos are as credited and are used with permission for 
educational purposes, for which the Friends thank them and the organization providing the photos. 
Text and research by Gary Bebeau.



From: Friends of the Wildflower Garden news@friendsofeloisebutler.org
Subject: Budget News & Boardwalk Updates

Date: December 11, 2018 at 5:03 PM
To: Gary gbebeau@ymail.com

You are receiving this email as a member of the Friends of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden

MPRB Restores The Garden's Full Budget!

We did it!  Thank you for your emails, letters and calls calling for the withdrawal
of the proposed cuts to the Garden budget. On Wednesday, the park board
voted to approve the budget with the full Garden funding restored. Because

of the outpouring of support, the new members of the park board gained
greater appreciation of how important the Garden is to all of us, and learned

what a valuable and unique place it is within the park system.

What's Happening This Winter?

Send MPRB a Thank You!

mailto:Gardennews@friendsofeloisebutler.org
mailto:Gardennews@friendsofeloisebutler.org
mailto:Garygbebeau@ymail.com
mailto:Garygbebeau@ymail.com
mailto:bbourn@minneapolisparks.org?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20supporting%20Eloise%20Butler's%20Full%20Funding!


Installation of the final phase of the Boardwalk has begun!

These pictures show the dedicated
crew from Trailsource beginning
installation of the second phase of
the boardwalk through the Garden

And the gathering space will be a
great place to watch spring birds on
their way north. The goal is to
complete the installation before the



the boardwalk through the Garden
wetland. You can also see how
beautifully the deck sections,
meticulously fabricated by Wickcraft,
turned out. This coming spring we
will be able to enjoy this area of the
Garden without leaping from tussock
to tussock to avoid drenching our
feet.  

complete the installation before the
end of the winter and all involved say
it can be done!
Thanks to all who generously gave
to the fundraising effort, allowing the
Friends to acquire and donate this
special gift to the park board for the
enjoyment of the patrons of the
Garden.

Please think about the Friends as you plan your end of the year giving!
 

Among the wonderful work we do is the Transportation Fund, which allows kids to
visit the Garden for excellent programming they may not otherwise be able to

experience.

Your gift will also support our outreach media – the beautiful Fringed Gentian



newsletter and the excellent enriching Friends website.

Find out more about our projects and how to give at our donations page. 
Donations can also be mailed to The Friends, PO Box 3793 Minneapolis, MN 55403.

 Thank you!

Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), a native perennial shrub, is named for the round flower
heads which begin to bloom in early summer. Found in the wetland, near post 29, buttonbush

attracts a variety of pollinators and is a cheerful summer presence. 
Learn more about buttonbush and other plants at the Garden on the Friends Website. 

https://friendsofeloisebutler.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0bd1852c76127ed9def4a6f4&id=e4004ec237&e=e63b0ab8c8
https://friendsofeloisebutler.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0bd1852c76127ed9def4a6f4&id=cb069b6e9c&e=e63b0ab8c8
https://friendsofeloisebutler.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0bd1852c76127ed9def4a6f4&id=3ff58fc2f4&e=e63b0ab8c8
https://friendsofeloisebutler.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0bd1852c76127ed9def4a6f4&id=c6dde6209b&e=e63b0ab8c8
https://friendsofeloisebutler.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0bd1852c76127ed9def4a6f4&id=929410b9ec&e=e63b0ab8c8
https://friendsofeloisebutler.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0bd1852c76127ed9def4a6f4&id=ad822d7f9e&e=e63b0ab8c8
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October 4, 2018 

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board takes step to pass moratorium prohibiting use of 
glyphosate on Minneapolis parkland 

Full Board of Commissioners will consider final approval of moratorium on Oct. 17; resolution also includes 
formation of advisory committee to research viable alternatives to toxic pesticides in parks  

At its Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018 meeting, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) Operations and 
Environment Committee passed Resolution 2018-303, which establishes a moratorium on the use of glyphosate in all 
MPRB land and water resource management activities. If the resolution is adopted by the full Board of Commissioners at 
its Oct. 17, 2018 meeting, the moratorium will begin on Jan. 1, 2019 and apply to work performed by MPRB staff as well 
as consultants and contractors. 

“We have six new commissioners on the Board this year because the people of this city decided they wanted to change 
how things are run at the Park Board, whether that be recreation programming or environmental care,” said 
Commissioner Londel French, chair of the Operations and Environment Committee. “Eliminating toxins in our parks is 
something I heard about a lot on the campaign trail. People want to see this change and I’m proud to help make it 
happen.” 

The resolution also establishes a nine-member Technical and Community Advisory Committee, which would be charged 
with researching viable alternatives to using glyphosate and assist and advise the MPRB in transitioning towards 
pesticide-free resource management alternatives.  

The Technical and Community Advisory Committee would present an initial report to the Board of Commissioners by 
Feb. 28, 2019. This report would include initial recommended practices and potential modifications to MPRB’s 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Plan. In addition, the resolution calls for the MPRB Assistant Superintendent of 
Environmental Stewardship to continue to make annual reports to the Board of Commissioners recommending 
alternative practices for chemical pesticide use, a practice established in 2017.  

“This resolution places a moratorium on the use of glyphosate throughout our park system and establishes a new 
advisory committee to advise the Park Board on the usage of other pesticides and to make recommendations for 
alternatives,” said Commissioner Chris Meyer, vice-chair of the Operations and Environment Committee. “Numerous 
studies have indicated that glyphosate is a  health risk to both humans and pollinators, so I believe it is time for us to 
move to organic methods of pest control.” 

Committee role and composition 

Going forward, the committee would assist and advise the MPRB in transitioning toward pesticide-free resource 
management practices. 

The resolution calls for six members of the Technical and Community Advisory Committee to be nominated by the MPRB 
President and three members to be nominated by the Assistant Superintendent of Environmental Stewardship. All 
nominated committee members would need to be confirmed by the Board of Commissioners.  

Background 

Since 2000, the MPRB has operated with a policy concerning the use of pesticides and herbicides within the park system. 
This policy is periodically reviewed and updated. The MPRB has worked for years to minimize the use of pesticides and 
herbicides with the use of alternatives such as biological controls, goat grazing and experiments with organic pesticides.  

In 2016, the Board eliminated the use of glyphosate in all neighborhood parks throughout the system, excluding projects 
that were currently underway. If adopted, this resolution would expand on that effort.  



The MPRB currently manages more than 6,800 acres comprising land and water, trails, parkways and open spaces. Most 
of the acreage is maintained parkland and includes neighborhood parks and recreation centers, playgrounds, multiuse 
athletic fields, open lawns, picnic areas and golf courses. 

Next Steps 

The full Board of Commissioners will consider Resolution 2018-303 for final approval at its October 17, 2018 meeting. 
Click the link below to find out more about MPRB’s current strategies and policies on pesticide use. 

MPRB Pesticide Use 
 



November 7, 2018

I am writing on behalf of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., as its president. We are a 66 year old 
citizens’ support organization for the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary in Theodore 
Wirth Park. We are an active, invested and knowledgeable group of citizens devoted to the well being of 
the Garden. We have donated hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of structures, hardscaping, plant 
materials, and thousands of hours of services.We, the Friends, have more than 225 lifetime and dues-
paying members. Our popular website draws between 2,500 and 4,500 unique visits each week.  

Our activities include recruiting, training and scheduling volunteers who supplement MPRB staffing at the 
Martha Crone Visitor Center, removing invasive plants from the Garden and its margins, and publishing a 
beautiful and informative newsletter, the Fringed Gentian. The Friends have made significant donations of 
Garden amenities including the Martha Crone Visitor Shelter and more recently, the award-winning 
boardwalk through the Garden’s wetland.

We appreciate that producing a budget for an organization like the Minneapolis park system is a 
demanding task, and we respect the effort. However, we must respectfully object to any cuts to the Garden 
budget.

The Garden’s Purpose

The Garden is a quiet place where Minneapolis residents from all walks of life and points of view come 
together to rest, think and encounter each other. Differences fall away there, and the Garden becomes a 
cradle of peace where a common affinity for nature creates common ground. On any given day, visitors 
speaking languages from European, Asian and African countries can be heard conversing there. The 
availability of this place every day of the week, from early morning through evening ensures that 
whenever a person’s daily schedule permits a visit, the Garden will be open to them.

Visitors to the Martha Crone Shelter in the Garden have increased from about 8,000 in 2007 to more than 
14,000 in 2017. Not all Garden visitors enter the Shelter. Anecdotal evidence suggests that the number of 
visitors to the Garden itself can be arrived at by multiplying the number of Shelter visitors by between 4 
and 6. This means that there were between 56,000 and 84,000 visits to the Garden in 2018.

The Garden hosts families, scout troops, youth clubs, school groups, early childhood care centers/schools, 
recreational-based youth groups, homeschool groups – children are ever present in the Garden. It is a place 
where they can safely play and learn in the woods located in the center of the city.

Educational STEM programming is a key function of the Garden. In 2018, 588 children were served in fee-
based public programs, and 1,079 children were served in special (non-public) programs. Please see 
Attachment A for a list of the schools served. The Friends fund a transportation program that ensues 
access to the Garden for programming. Programs explore history, science and aesthetics. Please review the 
public program summaries attached as Attachment B, and the fee-based course titles attached as 
Attachment C.

Opening and Closing Schedule

The proposed budget suggests changing the Garden’s opening and closing dates. The Friends strongly 
oppose abbreviating the Garden season. The Garden normally opens April 1, if paths are dry enough. In 7 



of the last 12 years, the Garden has been able to open on or about April 1.  In other years, the paths have 
been too wet. With the boardwalk’s completion this fall, path condition will be less of an issue and a 
regular April 1 opening will be possible. This is important in part because the Garden boasts the presence 
of the snow trillium, a species of special concern in Minnesota. The opportunity to see it blooming is a 
highlight of the spring for many, as is the chance to see the early spring flowering of the witch hazel (rare 
in Minnesota) as well as the hazelnut, with its early spring fuchsia blooms.

October sees some of the most favorably reviewed visits to the Garden. At the Friends’ recent volunteer 
recognition event, the possibility of losing October hours was a matter of significant and vocal concern. 
This most beautiful season in the Garden must not be eliminated. Because of the unique topography of the 
Garden, the fall is a particularly beautiful time to view the contours of the land, carpeted with the bright 
colors of fallen leaves. Because so much of the other public spaces in the city are covered with invasive 
buckthorn, the Garden provides an unusual opportunity to see a Big Woods type environment without 
driving an hour or more from the city.

Weekly Schedule

The proposed cuts also include closing one day a week during the proposed abbreviated season, because 
“Monday closures are not uncommon for museums and botanical gardens.” The University of Minnesota 
maintains a list of public gardens in Minnesota. Using that list, I surveyed the gardens’ hours.  There are 
no public gardens that close on Mondays in Minnesota (other than the Bakken Garden that closes 
Mondays because the only way to access it is through the museum that is closed on Mondays). The 
Garden staff has always been able to complete its work with visitors present with safety precautions taken 
as needed, and have not requested that the Garden be closed so they could work. We are not persuaded 
that closing the Garden one day a week is necessary for a Minnesota garden of this size that is so very 
popular, and strongly oppose shortening the Garden’s season opening and closing.

Daily Schedule

We understand that there is some support for changing the hours each day that the Garden is open, with a 
standard closing time at night, rather that tying the closing time to sunset. While it is a charming tradition 
to close the Garden at a time tied to the sunset, we also understand that the standardization of the closing 
hours may be give staff a more regular schedule, as well as reducing confusion on the part of the public as 
to the Garden’s hours.

Reduction in Staffing Hours

The proposed budget cuts require reduction in FTEs or in hours or both. But the demand for programming 
at the Garden exceeds available staff as it is.  And, the public programs are often fee-based. We have been 
told that some requests for programming are currently denied for lack of staff. These public and 
educational programs offer opportunities for outdoor exercise and education for children and fit the 
Garden’s purpose. So long as there is a demand, FTEs and hours should be increased, not decreased.

In fact, we believe that a way should be found to make the Environmental Education Program Coordinator 
at the Garden into a full time position. Trained personnel serving as Coordinator have resigned to take 
other opportunities that provide a reliable living wage and schedule. When this happens, it becomes 
necessary to recruit and train replacements, at avoidable expense. This training is conducted by the 
Curator, during the busiest time of the season and competes for her time that could be spent doing work 



more suited to her special expertise. The Coordinator then needs to develop curricula, programming and 
materials, to schedule sessions and to engage in outreach to ensure availability of programming to as 
many people as possible. During the winter when the Garden is closed, if it were a full time position, the 
Coordinator could be engaging in outreach, priming the education program to provide a unique learning 
opportunity in the natural sciences to school children through the city. The position should be fully funded 
as a permanent full time position.

Summary

No cuts to the Garden budget should be considered, because available data do not support the specific 
reductions. The Environmental Education Program Coordinator position should be made a full time 
position, beginning immediately, because the Coordinator can create programming that will generate 
revenue, and enrich the experiences of hundreds of school children in STEM education.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments, and for your consideration. I ask that this letter 
and attachments be included in the public record for the administration and finance committee meeting 
tonight.

Best, 

Kathy Connelly

President, 
Friends of the Wildflower Garden, Inc.




