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History of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden 

and The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. 

Winter 1967/1968

Ken Avery begins his tenth year as Gardener.

In the Friend’s Newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™ Vol 16 
No.1 Jan 1968, Martha Crone wrote:

“The first snowflakes begin to fall out of a pale-gray 
sky. The whole world is sparkling with diamond 
dust, snow clinging to every tree and shrub. This is 
the season of silence, when Nature's voice is 
hushed. The new snow muffles the echoes of all 
sound. There is new beauty where only bare 
bleakness existed before. Does one ever outgrow the 
fun of being out in a snow-storm? Really a treasure 
to store in the mind.”

She also wrote of the Cardinal - a relative new-comer to 
Minnesota:

“It was most interesting to observe a male cardinal 
the last week in October feeding in the drive of our 
cabin along the shore of Lake Superior, a mere 15 
miles south of the border of Canada. He was in 
company with an immature female Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, and many Juncos, Black-capped 
Chickadees, Fox Sparrows and various other 
sparrows. The Cardinal, the State bird of Kentucky, 
has been extending its range northward and 
westward. Records of its appearance in the north have been few until recent years these 
occurrences have increased.

The Garden in late March with the office in 
the background. Photo by E.F. Pabody 1933



About 35 years ago it was confined as a resident bird 
to the southeastern portion of Minnesota. At that time 
it was considered a newcomer into Minnesota, and 
still is an object of special interest. At first it seemed to 
have met with little success in its attempts at nesting 
in the north and hopes for its survival were given up. 
Yet slowly they adjusted to a cooler climate and 
changed source of food. In the Wild Flower Garden 
they eagerly feed on sunflower seeds when the insects 
are gone but it was noted that these seeds were 
ignored by those in the north and they took only an 
assortment of smaller seeds.

Since cardinals are friendly, choosing by preference 
cultivated lands and coming freely into your yard, it 
perhaps has a better chance for survival. They are 
likely to be year-round residents and many 
depressing winter days are brightened by their 
presence. The Rose-breasted Grosbeak, a relative of 
the Cardinal which originally had lived in the deep 

forests, today is completely at home among the shade 
trees of towns and really seems to enjoy his contact with mankind. But he doesn't like cold 
weather and, in the winter, travels south to Central America and parts of South America. The 
observation of bird life is a delightful pastime and is 
certain to increase rapidly.”

Spring 1968 

Martha Crone wrote in the spring issue of The Fringed 
Gentian™ Vol. 16 No 2 April 1968:

“In comes the joyous spring which is really the high-
tide of the year. The early flowers seem to have been 
appointed to entertain us from the moment when 
winter becomes too tedious, until the trees leaf out. We 
still have opportunities to see wild birds or a wild 
flower blooming, but they are getting fewer and fewer 
unless we help to protect them, so that the youth of 
tomorrow may know them. Of course we need paved 
highways and Freeways, but we also need quiet wood 
roads and trails. We need these simple pleasures and if 
we do not protect them the time will come when we 
won't have them.”

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower 
Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday May 18th, 1968. 
Martha Crone wrote in the summer newsletter issue:

“The weather had forsaken us this year, it was cold 
and drizzly. In recent years it had been ideal for the 
meeting. However the little cabin was heated and the meeting was held inside. In spite of the 

Martha Crone, Friends secretary, 
membership chair and editor of the 
newsletter.  Former Garden Curator 

1933-1958. Photo Martha Crone 
Collection, MHS

Female Northern Cardinal. Photo ©C L 
Bystedt



gloomy weather the spring flowers put on an excellent show and the Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
sang to us from the feeder just outside the office.”

Directors elected were: Russell Bennett, Kenneth Avery, Elizabeth Carpenter, Miss Marion Cross, 
Martha Crone, Whitney Eastman, Catherine Faragher, Mrs. George (Jessie) Ludcke Sr., Walter Lehnert, 
Alice Martin, Leonard Odell, Elizabeth Reed, Leonard Ramberg, Carl Rawson, Mary Simmons, Hazel 
Solhaug, Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg, and Alvin Witt.

Officers elected at the board meeting following the annual meeting were: Catherine Faragher, 
President; Alvin Witt, Vice-president; Martha Crone, Secretary-Treasurer.

A $500 donation was approved to the Park Board for Garden maintenance. Martha wrote: 
“A hope was again expressed that a more adequate building could be obtained for this lovely 
setting housing an office, Museum and Herbarium of specimens. We need places to teach the 
love of Nature, for he who loves the land will keep the nation strong.” 

These were same sentiments she had expressed in her 1967 annual Secretary’s report.

Summer 1968 

Martha Crone wrote in the summer issue of The 
Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 16 No. 3 July 1968) about the 
status of new Fern Glen which had its beginnings in 
1955:

“A number of years ago the Minnetonka 
Garden Club and the Little Minnetonka 
Garden Flower Club, sponsored material for a 
new fern hill. For many years it had been a 
dream to turn this undeveloped area in the 
upper reaches .of the garden into a fern hill. 
The area was difficult to establish, it was 
covered with brush and weeds for many years. 
It has taken a great deal of work to make this 
hill a place of beauty. For a number of years it 
was rather discouraging but with great 
perseverance, good results have been 
obtained. Each year more ferns have been 
added until the result is a pleasure to behold. 
The elegance and grace of ferns is 
unsurpassed. Consideration was given to the 
natural environment of the various kinds. 
Ostrich Ferns, Cinnamon Ferns and Royal 
Ferns for the base of the hill where it is moist. 
Brittle Bladder Fern and Berry Bladder Fern on 
the slopes under oak trees. Lady Ferns and 
Interrupted Ferns on the steepest part of the 
hill where they are exposed to the sun. There 
are also Christmas Ferns, Goldie's ferns, Hay-
scented, Narrow-leaved Spleenwort, Silvery 
Spleenwort, Marginal Shield Fern, Spinulose 
Shield Fern, Crested Wood Fern, Narrow Beech Fern, Bracken and Rattlesnake Fern."

The entrance to the fern glen as seen in 2012. 
Photo ©G D Bebeau



Martha had begun the development of the hill during her last two 
years as curator and Ken Avery had been doing all the work since 
then. Over the succeeding years, young trees would spring up, 
and grow into mature trees when they were allowed to grow. 
Other shrubs would make their way in, until 2014 when some of 
the density of the over-story began to be removed by taking down 
a number of Green Ash and other understory shrubs. The full 
story of the Fern Glen is on the Friends website.

A special memorial for Amy Odell was placed in the Garden this 
summer. A bird bath of Kasota limestone, was dedicated to the 
spouse of Friends Founder Clinton Odell; it was presented by 
family and friends, and is located between the two benches of 
Kasota Limestone that were dedicated to Clinton Odell in 1960. 
These are located just off the patio area in front of the Martha 
Crone Visitor's Shelter in the Woodland Garden near the location 
of the former Garden Office.

On June 24 The Minneapolis Tribune published an article about the 
Garden and in particular about Eloise Butler. Unfortunately, the 
article perpetuated the story that she was found dead in the 
Garden in 1933. The correct story of how and where she died is in 

our article about her life on the website. The Tribune article follows this text. The article was written by 
Clifford Simak, who was well known as a Science Fiction author.

Autumn 1968 

Martha Crone wrote in the fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 16 No. 4 October 1968) 
“The sun filtering through the autumnal foliage, gives it the appearance of candle-light. The 
bright autumn colors fade and the woods are soon cold. Happy memories of summer are past. 
Leaves that shortly budded now are dropping making a carpet for our feet. This is the season of 
ripe fulfillment.”

On Sept. 5th the first meeting of a project committee for the building of a new Garden shelter met at 
President Faragher’s house at 3401 East Calhoun Blvd. Present were Mrs. Faragher, President; Mr . 
Alvin Witt, Vice President; Martha Crone, Secretary /Treasurer; Mr, Kenneth Avery, Gardener of the 
Garden; Mr. Harry Thorn and W. H. Tusler. Thorn and later Robert Dassett were joining the Friends 
Board of Directors.

The meeting was called for the purpose of discussing a proposed building to be erected in the Garden 
to replace the deteriorating "office", now used by Mr. Avery, which was erected as a office, tool shed 
and visitors center in 1915, to the specifications of Eloise Butler. The need of the building was to 
provide Mr. Avery a more suitable office, to provide shelter for visitors to the Garden in inclement 
weather, to hold meetings, show slides and movies, to have a place to give out information, distribute 
literature, to sell pamphlets on birds, flowers, plants, and to exhibit articles of interest to visitors.

The details of the plans discussed are contained in separate documents on the Friends website. Mr. Lou 
Crutcher of the Board of Park Commissioners attended the latter part of the meeting and was to take 
the plan to Superintendent of Parks, Mr. Robert Ruhe. For subsequent details see the 1969 history.

The limestone Birdbath memorial to 
Amy Odell in the Woodland Garden 
near the Shelter. Photo G D Bebeau



It was at this same meeting the Alvin Witt suggested that the Garden name be changed to add “and 
Bird Sanctuary” changing the name to “Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary.” The suggestion 
was to be presented to the Board of Park Commissioners.  At a meeting on March 25, 1969 in the office 
of Superintendent Robert Ruhe, Mr. Ruhe said the Park Board was agreeable to the suggestion of 
changing the name as requested. However, when put into use the name came out with “wildflower” as 
one word substituted for “wild flower.” Details in document attached.

Twenty-one new members were added to the Friends membership this past year.

As to the planning for a new Garden Shelter, Martha Crone wrote in her 1968 Secretary's Report:
“When this Organization was incorporated in 1952, Mr. Clinton M. Odell, our first president and 
instigator had collected considerable funds over the establishment expense of the Friends of the 
Wild Flower Garden. It was agreed at that time to place the balance in a Savings Account as a 
nucleus for an adequate building which was so badly needed. It seems due to a number of 
circumstances we never got to that point until at this time when the occasion arose and if we all 
pull together we should finally realize this dream. No one knows how much work our president, 
Mrs. Catherine Faragher has put into this project and we owe her our everlasting thanks.”

Photo top of first page: Architectural drawing of the new Garden Shelter - 1968/69

References:
Meeting Minutes and correspondence of The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.

Photos by Martha Crone are from her collection of Kodachromes that was given to the Friends by her 
daughter Janet following Martha's death in 1989.

©2019 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.  Photos are as credited. Photos credited and are used 
with permission for educational purposes, for which The Friends thank them and the organization 
providing the photos. Text and research by Gary Bebeau 

Drawing for the new Garden shelter by architect H. H. Livingston. Friends records.



The Garden and the Friends name variations over time:  
In the 1907 petition to the Park Board to create the Garden it was proposed as a “natural 
botanical garden” and that is the term used in the official documents establishing the Garden. 
Once organized the teachers immediately called it the “Wild Botanic Garden” and when Eloise 
had the small office building built in 1915 the sign near the door said “Office of the Curator - 
Wild Botanic Garden.” Shortly later it became commonly known as the Native Plant Reserve 
(sometimes the word ‘Preserve’ was used by Eloise Butler).  Eloise Butler later wrote in her 
history “It was soon found that the term ‘Wild Botanic Garden’ was misleading to the popular 
fancy, so the name was changed to ‘Native Plant Reserve’.” (EB  1926 - The Wild Botanic 
Garden - Early History). 

Nevertheless, newspaper accounts of the Garden and its Curator from 1913 to 1924 still called 
it the Botanical Garden of (or sometimes “in”) Glenwood Park. Kirkwood’s 1913 article in The 
Bellman is titled “A Wild Botanic Garden.”

Martha Crone and Ken Avery always referred to it as the Native Plant Reserve and the sign 
near the office door did not change until some time in Martha Crone’s tenure when the word 
“botanic” changed to “flower.” 

In 1929 the Park Board re-named it the “Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden” with a dedication 
ceremony at the Garden. Most Park Board correspondence and printed material after that 
usually uses “Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden”, with “Wild Flower” as two words, with a 
few exceptions of course such as a 1931 Park Board brochure which called it “the Eloise Butler 
Plant Reserve.”

Then in 1968 the Friends got into it:  At a meeting of project committee (for building the Crone 
Shelter) on Sept. 5, 1968 Building Fund Chair Alvin Witt suggested that the name be changed 
to “Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary” in order to recognize the role the Garden 
played in the bird world, but why the choice of word arrangement? - not known. The idea was 
presented to the Park Board and at a meeting on March 25, 1969 in the office of Superintendent 
Robert Ruhe, Mr. Ruhe said the Park Board was agreeable to the suggestion of changing the 
name as requested. However, when put into use the name came out with “wildflower” as one 
word substituted for “wild flower.” Much correspondence and many newspaper articles from 
that period use that name.  Examples - Mpls Employees Newsletter from 1971 and the text of 
address Gordon Morrison, Coordinator of Environmental Education at the Park Board made to 
the Friends at the annual meeting on May 13, 1972. He stated “Here in the Eloise Butler 
Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary and elsewhere in the Minneapolis parks' natural areas is one of 
the most outstanding collections of native wildflowers …” 

The Friends used that name after that when referring to the Garden but it was not consistently 
used. Sometime after this other variations came in use. When Ken Avery wrote articles in The 
Fringed Gentian™ beginning with Vol. 22 #4 in 1974 he signed his articles with “Curator, Eloise 
Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary” - the current terminology.  But when he 
prepared his 1977 list of spring plant bloom times he reverted to the 1969 terminology.



We have an article about the Garden and Ken Avery from the Minneapolis Star dated August 
29, 1978 using the current terminology but with Wildflower as two words - Wild Flower.

In 1980, The Friends issued a document with the title PROPOSALS FOR THE CONTINUING 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE ELOISE BUTLER WILDFLOWER AND BIRD SANCTUARY  - the 
old terminology - as did the 1982 MPRB application to the Institute of Museum Services for a 
$5,000 grant for the Garden - all indicating that name was still been in use at that time. 
Documents show that during this time period from 1969 to the 1980s the re-insertion of the 
word “garden” after wildflower continued to crop up. Apparently enough writers thought that 
it should be a wildflower garden not a wildflower sanctuary.

An official change occurred in the Fall of 1986. Mary Maguire Lerman, Coordinator of 
Horticulture wrote a memo about recent Garden activities to Friends President Gloria Miller, 
dated May 29, 1987, in which she states “PPS: The MPRB action taken last fall changes the 
Garden’s name to the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.”

AS TO THE FRIENDS:
Meanwhile, back in 1952 the Friends had adopted Wild Flower as part of their name to match 
that of the Garden but chose not to refer to Eloise Butler, so today, to outsiders, it might not be 
apparent as to whether we are a friend of a particular garden or to wild flower gardens as a 
generic catchall name. At the June 5, 1969 board meeting of the Friends Building Committee 
chair Wilber Tusler requested, that in the interest of consistency, the Friends should use 
“Friends of the Wildflower Garden, Inc.” (wild flower as one word) on all their published 
documents. Motion approved. That was used on documents until the early 1980s but with no 
consistency whatsoever. The newsletter continued to use “Friends of the Wild Flower Garden” 
throughout the time period. However, that wording change was never done officially as far as 
state and federal registration is concerned and the issue apparently dropped off the radar in 
the 1980s and that is why the Garden name and the Friends name diverge yet today.

Gary Bebeau 
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Minneapolis. Was. a Wild Garden 
Thirteen acres of primitive wilderness lie at the western edge of Minneapolis, j u s t north of Hwy. 12. Here, in the Eloise Butler Wi1d Flower Garden, one can stand on one of the narrow walks and imagine himself standing inan American woodland as it was before white men came. The only thing which will rem.ind him of the great metropolitan area is the occasional hum of an automobile or the drone of a passing plane. All around. bloom the wild flowers that through the years have been introduced into the garden and carefully protected. The tenn "garden" may appear erroneous. This is no garden in the sense that there are beds of tended flowers. The flowers g r o w wild, as one would expect to find them in nature. The garden is named in honor of a Minneapolis teacher of botany, who served as its first curator. It was begun early in April 1907 after a group of Mmneapolis botany teachers petitioned the city park commissioners to set aside a small tract in what was then Glenwood Park, now Theodore Wirth Park, which might serve as a preserve for Minnesota flora. The teachers had been having difficulty in finding areas where wild flowers, ,trees and shrubs were available for field trips. The Park Board set aside three acres and in succeeding years more acreage gradually was added until the garden included the present 13 acres. In 1944 an additional nine acres were added as a prairie garden. The 13-acre tract is a woodland glen, with a J:,og at its northern end. Here grow the flowers that love the shade and water. The prairie garden, lying to the east and on an elevation 

r 

ELOISE BUfLER LIVES ON TIIROUGH HER WILDFLOWER GARDEN 
about 75 feet above the glen, provides conditions for the growth of prairie and upland flowers. For four years after its beginning, the garden wascared for by the botany teachers as a group. But · in the entire project, Eloise Butler was the leader. When she retired as a teacher in 1911, she was named curator and served until her death on April 10, 1933, at the age of 82. · 

Fittingly, death came to her in the garden, am.id her beloved flowers. She had asked some boys to help her 

do some planting and told them where to meet her. When she did not appear, the boys searched for her and found her dead. She was cremated and her ashes were scattered in the garden. The inscription on ·the stone at the spot mentions an oak tree planted inher honor in 1933. The oaktree, however, is a weakand struggling thing, the lastin a long procession of fail·ures to make an oak treegrow there.The present curator, Kenneth Avery, a dedicated manwho lives as fully for the gar-
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den as l\{iss Buller did, ex-
plains that oak trees do not
take kindly to replanting
and that the shade is too
dense for proper growth.
But no one has ever given
up on the dedicatory oak.
Some day, if persistence
counts for anythi[g, a mas-
sive oak will stand beside the
stone.

Following Iuiss Butler's
death. Mrs. lvlafiha Crone
served as curaior frcm 1933
until her retirement in 1959.
Since that time Avery has
been curator.

Miss Bqtler, who came to
Minneapolis in 1874, taught
first at Central High School
and Iater ai South High
School. In an unpublished
maruscript which she wrote
shortly befole her death, she
said thal in the 1880s Min-
neapolis nas "a place of en-
chartment," with the woods
carpeted Y/ith r,!'ild flowers.
She rvas dismayed at the
building boom that destro.ved
the v/oods and the wild flow-
er habitats. It was her dream
to preserve in her E-ild flower
garden a small area of that
enchanted place she had
found upon her arrival here.

To see ho\v r,Yell she suc-
ceeded, one only has to visit
the garden. Here. in season,
hundreds of different wild
flowers bloom. Each q/eek,
on a builetin board in front
of the curator's office, Avery
posts a list of rhe flowers
which are in bloom that
week. The list is always long.
During the spring migratory
season, he includes a list of
the mi$atory birds seen in
the area tiat week. Not onltf
is the garden a place often
visited by wild - flower lov-
ers, but by bird watchers as
weil.

Each ]*'eek, as well, the
signs which identify the dif-
ferent flowers and plants are
clEnged. As the floivers
bloom the sign identifying
them is placed. lvhen they
cease blooming the sign is
taken dowYl-

Nlost of the florvers are na-
tive to [he state, but there
are a fetv witich have been
brought flom other parts oftlre United States.

While the garden is ori,ned
and operated by the Nlinne-
apolis Park Board, ir also

About Fhis Summer
Science Scropbook...

The. Sumnrct Science Scrapbook,
with articles prepued. bU Clifford Si-
mak, toill qppefi each Monddy uith
ecientitic informalion afuat the thing$
you, aee and, d.o this cummer. When
clipped, folded, and punchetl, the tuo scrtpbook prtgea
make a conuenient unit to be tnsefted in q. atqnd.ayl
?-hole ring binder.
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receives'invaluable assist-
ance from "Friends of the
Wild Flower Garden," an or-
ganization made up of na-
ture lovers.

A sign at the entrance to
the garden r€ads: "This is not
a playground; do not enter
except to study and enjoy
nature."

About 100,000 people visit
the garden annually and most
of them, says Avery, are well
behaved. You are supposed to
stay on the paths; some peo-

SPRING TNVADERS

Each spring along the riv-
ers and some lakes, the may-
flies emerge, sometimes only
a lew of them, sometimes in
swarming clouds. They are
known by various names.
Along the upper Mississippi
the most common seems io
be barge fly.

Filmy, insubstantial crea-
tures, the weight of ttreir'
numbef is the only thing
which vr/ould ordinarily at-
tract attention to them, At
La Crosse, Wis., and Winona,
Minn., and in the other river
towns and cities, they may
be so numerous, attracted by
the lights, that their dead
bodies are slvept up by the
bushel. In some communities
bordering on Lake Erie, in
]rears of especially bad ini,a.
sions, they are hauled arvay
by truckloads.

They make driving hazard-
ous. Windshields are smearedwith the crushed insects,
radiator grilles are jammed

ple don't. You're not sup.
posed to pick the flowers;
Avery says that here he has
more trouble with adults than
with children. You are sup-
posed to be quiet and decor-
ous and here there is some
trouble with children running
and shouting, scaring off thebirds that bird watchers
have come to see.

So if you visit the garden
(and it is a yisit well worth
making) please observe the
rules.

with them. There are times
when their dead bodies make
the highways slippery.

They live as flying crea-
tures for no more than a
week, engaging in their mid-
air mating dances. But we
see them for only a brief
moment of their lives. when
they emerge as flying insects,
they already have lived two
years in the mud of the river
bottom or tlle lake.

These nymphs, during
those two years, continually
grow and moult, shedding
their skins as maly as 30
rimes du ng the course of
their lives- After their last
aquatic moult .to becomewinged insects, they go
through still a final moult.
During the annual invasion,
the shiny, alrnost invisible
sl(ins moulted bv the insects
after they take" to the air'.
may be found in bushes or
other vegetatiorl along rhe
river bank.
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