
Preliminary notes about the plants. Native Status: Some of the plants obtained by Eloise Butler in the early years of the 
Garden were not native to Minnesota or if native, may have been difficult to establish in the Garden. Most of these are no 
longer present. Martha Crone was more selective of native plant material but not all have survived either. The plants 
illustrated here, so one can see what they looked like, are mostly of the class no longer extant in the Garden. Some of those 
plants still existed at the time of Martha Crone's 1951 Garden Census and they are identified by the "(M.C.)" following the 
plant name.  As for plants mentioned here that are still present in the Garden today, although there may have been numerous 
re-plantings, most have a detailed information/photo page on our website. Those noted as being present in the Garden today, 
are usually not illustrated in this article. Botanical classification: Over the years Botanists have reclassified many plants from 
the classifications in use at the time Eloise Butler wrote her Garden Log or when Martha Crone prepared her census. I have 
retained the nomenclature that Eloise Butler or Martha Crone used and then provided the more current classification as used 
by the major listings in use today, particularly Flora of North America, and the Checklist of the Vascular Flora of Minnesota from the 
University of Minnesota Herbarium.

Spring 1908 

There had been very little snow in the fall of 1907. The first three months of 1908 saw some significant 
snowfalls but most of the snow melted by mid February and March snowfalls did not stay on the 
ground long. April was cold with significant moisture, mostly in the form of snow. Eloise noted that 
four or five inches fell on the 27th (the Minneapolis weather station reported 7 inches). That was the 
last snowfall of the season. May brought average temperatures and lots of rain; five rainfalls alone of 
over an inch each. June was wet also.

In the winter months of 1907-1908 Eloise Butler would be occupied with her teaching position at 
Minneapolis South High School. With the coming of Spring, the "Natural Botanical Garden,” now in its 
second official year, would occupy all of her non-school hours.

Eloise’s earliest record of planting was on the 19th of April when she set out these plants that are still 
represented in the Garden today:

Wild Blue Phlox , Sharplobe Hepatica and Great St. Johnswort.

1908 
History of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden 

A 1904 plat showing a portion of the Saratoga Springs Addition that was never built but became Glenwood Park. Birch 
pond is shown at the left.  The natural bowl of the Wild Botanic Garden is where the ellipse is shown to the right of the 
pond. By 1907 Glenwood Park had been expanded north, south, west with the east boundary ending at what is now 

Xerxes Ave. North. Note how lots were platted on what is now the surrounding south hillside.



Later in the month she added these plants, still extant in the Garden: 

Old Man’s Whiskers, Dutchman’s Breeches, False Rue-
Anemone, Butterfly Weed, Mayapple and Canadian White 
Violet. Starflower; (M.C.); (Trientalis borealis -now- Trientalis 
borealis  ssp. borealis); from Osceola, WI. Common Hop Tree; 
(M.C.); (Ptelea trifoliata); from Kelsey’s Nursery, NC. [This plant 
is listed native but the only record is from Hennepin County. 
(In the “Checklist of the Flora of Minnesota”,. Anita F. 
Cholewa, states that this tree is “known only from Hennepin 
Co. (last collected 1951), possibly planted”,--- could that be the 
Garden specimen planted by Eloise?]

Eloise espoused the belief that the Garden should only include plants 
native to the state or naturalized in Minnesota - a rule she would 
ignore when certain specimens became available that she either loved 
or believed would complement the other plants of the Garden. We 
shall see in her plantings for 1908 that exceptions to the rule would 
occur.

Early Plantings not present today: 
Species Notes: A number of these plants are not listed today on the 
Garden visitor guides. Many of these were native to Minnesota and a 
few were not. Here is a listing of most of those plants introduced to 
the Garden for the first time in the Spring of 1908 (this being the first 
reference to them in her Garden Log). Listed in first position are the 
common and botanical names that she used; these are followed by 
other common names for the same plant and the newer botanical 
classifications, if any; then is listed her source for the material and if 
appropriate - some clarification notes.

Native to Minnesota:

Gray Alder; (Alnus incana); Mahtomedi, MN

Threeleaf Goldthread; (M.C.); (Coptis trifolia ); Osceola, WI. 

Violet Wood Sorrel; (M.C.); (Oxalis violacea); Mahtomedi, 
MN. 

Virginia Spiderwort; (Tradescantia virginiana); Mound, Mn. 
[This plant is sometimes listed as native to Minnesota but there are 
no reported specimens at the University Herbarium. It is known 
from one disjunct population in WI, otherwise from southeastern 
IA, IL south and eastward. The only source for the "native" listing at 
USDA is the reference from Gleason, H.A. 1963. The New Britton and 
Brown illustrated flora of the Northeastern United States and adjacent 
Canada. Hafner Publishing Co., Inc., New York. Eloise’s source was in Mound, MN so the plant may have 
been growing there but it is more probable that the species was Tradescantia bracteata  which is native and 
similar looking.] Photo next page.

Starflower (Trientalis borealis) 
Photo G D Bebeau

Crimson-eyed Rose Mallow 
(Hibiscus Moscheutos). Photo Robert 

H. Mohlenbrock @ USDA-NRCS 

Walking Fern (Asplenium 
rhizophyllum) Photo - Martha Crone



Walking Fern; (M.C.); (Camptosorus rhizophyllus -now- Asplenium rhizophyllum); Osceola, WI. [In 
Martha Hellander's book The Wild Gardener and on the Friends website you can read about the adventures 
of Eloise in obtaining this plant. She wrote up the experience in an article titled "The Quest for the 
Walking Fern.”]

Not Native to Minnesota:

Crimson-eyed Rose Mallow; (Hibiscus Moscheutos); Kelsey’s Nursery, NC. Photo above.

Sweet Crabapple (Narrow-leaved Crab); (M.C.); (Malus coronaria). Kelsey’s Nursery, NC

Finding unexpected plants in the new Garden was always a treat and she reported such findings in the 
Log such as Early Coral Root (Corallorhiza innata -now- Corallorhiza trifida) and Narrowleaf Blue-eyed 
Grass (Sisyrinchium angustifolium) on April 26th. On May 10 she found one specimen of Shining Club 
Moss (Lycopodium lucidulum - now - Huperzia lucidula), in the wetland

Summer 1908 
There are no entries in Eloise Butler’s Garden Log between June 3 
and September 5. As was her custom, she had traveled back to 
Malden, MA to visit her sister Cora Pease. As Eloise was still 
teaching at South High School in Minneapolis, summer was the 
only time she could make a visit. By 1910 however, the Garden 
duties were too much for her to be absent and the summer trips 
then ended.

While visiting with Cora, the two made plant gathering forays 
including visits to Appleton Maine where relatives lived and a trip 
to several sites in Nova Scotia for plants and a special trip to New 
Brunswick. The plant finds are listed in the autumn section below.

Virginia Spiderwort (Tradescantia 
virginiana) Photo Jennifer Anderson 

USDA-NRCS

Threeleaf Goldthread (Coptis trifolia) 
Photo ©Kitty Kohout Wisconsin Flora

Early Coralroot (Corallorhiza trifida). 
Photo ©R.K. Kupfer Wisconsin Flora

Violet Wood Sorrel (Oxalis violacea). 
Photo ©Christopher Noll, Wisconsin 

Flora.



The trip to New Brunswick is very interesting as they visited a "wild garden" near St. John. Botanist Dr. 
George Upram Hay had established a two acre "wild garden" on his summer property at Ingleside near 
Westfield, where he maintained more than 500 species of flowering plants. The Hay garden was 
established in 1899, 8 years prior to the Wild Botanic Garden in Glenwood Park and thus the concept of 
a "wild garden" was not as unique as Eloise and her fellow teachers had thought. Dr. Hay's garden was 
also for the benefit of students and those who study plants. It was not a public garden as was the one in 
Glenwood Park, but the concept was the same. Eloise pronounced hers better. More details at end of 
the text.

 On her return train trip to Minneapolis, via the northern route through Canada, there was a train 
wreck in the wilds of Ontario. As a confirmed plant gatherer, Eloise found the wait for repairs 
rewarding in that she located and brought home plants for the Garden. She explains later in an entry in 
“Annals of a Wild Garden” in an article titled “Occult Experiences of a Wild Gardener” how she acquired 
plants she had been searching for -  Sweet Gale (Myrica gale) and Yellow Round-leaved Violet (Viola 
rotundifolia) and several other rarities. In her log for Sept. 5th, she reports collecting near the town of Mackey, the 
following two plants which were undoubtedly also collected at the train wreck site as Mackey is “in the wilds of 
Ontario.”

Rusty Woodsia Fern; (M.C.); (Woodsia ilvensis). It is found in many parts of Minnesota and it is 
interesting the Eloise had to import one for the Garden. It grows in rock crevices. Martha Crone 
would plant many of these in the 1930s. 
Purple-flowering Raspberry; (Rubus odoratus); not native.

While she was away, the summer weather in Minneapolis was fine with plenty of rain except that 
August was fairly dry.

Autumn 1908 

In the fall Eloise went on a plant-o-rama, first, in early September 
with the plants she obtained on her summer visit back east and then 
with plants obtained locally. Here is a partial list:

Early Plantings -most not present today (see notes on the first page 
and the “Species Notes” in the spring section). Source is given when 
known:

Native to Minnesota:
Bluebell Bellflower (Harebell); (M.C.); (Campanula 
rotundifolia); Minnehaha (Minneapolis). Extant.  Photo on next 
page.

Dwarf Ginseng; (M.C.); (Panax trifolius); Appleton, ME. 

Fringed Gentian; (M.C.); (Gentiana crinita -now- Gentianopsis 
crinita); [A source is not given, nor the date of planting, but on September 20th, Eloise noted a 
bloom on the plants that were installed earlier in the season. This would be the first recorded 
notation of this plant in the Garden.] 

Gaywings (Fringed Milkwort); (M.C.); (Polygala paucifolia); Needham, MA.  Photo next page

Dwarf Ginseng (Panax trifolius) 
Photo Christopher Noll, Wisconsin 

Flora.



Lesser Purple Fringed Orchid; (M.C.); (Habenaria psycodes 
-now- Platanthera psycodes); Cambridge Nova Scotia. Photo on 
last page.

Mountain Wood Sorrel; (M.C.); (Oxalis acetosella -now- Oxalis 
montana); Cambridge, Nova Scotia.  Photo next page

Steeplebush; (M.C.); (Spiraea tomentosa); Malden, MA.

Sweet Flag; (Acorus calamus); Stony Brook, MA. [Two species 
have the base botanical name Eloise used  -  Acornis.  I have 
chosen the one that is native to Minnesota, the other, is now 
classified Acorus americanus; both would have been available at 
Stony Brook.]

White Penstemon; (Penstemon albidus); Indian Mound (MN). 
Photo on last page.

Native to Minnesota: Ferns:
Bladder Fern (Bulblet Bladder Fern); (M.C.); (Cystopteris bulbifera); Minnehaha (Minneapolis); 
EXTANT

Christmas Fern; (M.C.); (Polystichum acrostichoides; 
Cambridge, Nova Scotia. EXTANT

Longbeech Fern; (M.C.); (Phegopteris polypodioides - now - 
Phegopteris connectilis); Evangeline Beach, Nova Scotia. 

Rock (Common) Polypody; (M.C.); (Polypody vulgare -now- 
Polypodium virginianum); Minnehaha (Minneapolis).

Oak Fern (Western Oak Fern); (Phegopteris dryopteria -now- 
Gymnocarpium dryopteris); Evangeline Beach, Nova Scotia. 

Non-native plants:
Canada Burnet; (Sanguisorba canadensis); Ipswich, MA.

Forked bluecurls; (Trichostema dichotomum); Malden, MA. 

Swamp Azalea; (Azalea viscosa -now- Rhododendron viscosum); 
Stony Brook, MA.

Sweet Vernal Grass; (Anthoxanthum odoratum); Ipswich MA.

During the fall months Eloise would make special notes of certain 
plants - plants she had not previously catalogued as being present in 
the Garden. These included (with the date):

Grass of Parnassus; (M.C.); (Parnassia caroliniana); Sept. 20th. 
[Note: This species referenced by Eloise is not native to Minnesota and it 
could not be growing in the wild of the Garden area in 1908. There are many 
species of Parnassia, two of which are native to Minnesota such as P. palustris 
and P. glauca. P. palustris is not found in Hennepin County today, where the 

Fringed Gentian (Gentianopsis 
crinita) Photo Martha Crone

Gaywings (Polygala paucifolia) 
Photo Aaron Carlson, Wisconsin 

Flora.

Mountain Wood Sorrel (Oxalis 
montana) Photo Corey Raimond, 

Wisconsin Flora



Garden is located. P. glauca is the correct name as it is noted in Flora of North America Volume 12, that P. caroliniana has 
been misapplied to P. glauca in early references such as Britton, N.L., and A. Brown. 1913. An illustrated flora of the 
northern United States, Canada and the British Possessions. 3 vols. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York.

Ground Ivy (Creeping Charley); (M.C.); (Pedata hederacea -now- Glechoma hederacea); October 
4th. [Still present in the Garden today. This is an introduced plant that has naturalized].

Foxtail Grass; (Spiraea); October 4th- [This is the common variety found in Minnesota, there are a 
large number of species. Eloise does not specify the species. None are native - all species are introduced 
and naturalized.]

Roundleaf Sundew; (M.C.); (Drosera rotundifolia) September 20th. Photo below. 

Threeleaf False Lily-of-the-Valley; (Smilacina trifolia); September 20th.

In September the Crimson-eyed Rose Mallow (Hibiscus Moscheutos) 
planted in the spring was seen to bloom. In October she planted more 
Showy Lady’s-slippers, Yellow Lady’s-slipper, Pitcher plants, Turk’s 
Cap lilies, Blazing star (Liatris scariosa, L. spicata, and L. cylindracea. 
See note below in the references), Blue giant Hyssop, and more asters 
- White Heath Aster (Many-flowered Aster) (Aster multiflorus - now- 
Symphyotrichum ericoides ) [this was her first record of planting this 
species] and Silky Aster (Western Silver Aster), Symphyotrichum 
sericeum. 

On November 3rd she noted two clumps of Yellow Marsh Marigold 
in bloom in the bog, which is not unusual for these plants to have a 
fall re-bloom if the season is right like 1908 when October and 
November temperatures were above the average norm. Eloise’s last 
entry in her log was on November 28th when she noted three blue 
jays chasing a Barred Owl out of the Garden.

Lesser Purple Fringed Orchid 
(Platanthera psycodes) Photo G D 

Bebeau

Roundleaf Sundew (Drosera 
rotundifolia) Photo G D BebeauWhite Penstemon (Penstemon 

albidus) Photo Mark J. Miller @ 
USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database



With the warm October and November temperatures there were no snowfalls until December when at 
mid-month came an eleven inch snowfall.

Photo at top of first page - Partial 1904 plat of Glenwood Park.

References:
Garden Log - Native Plant Reserve, Glenwood Park, Minneapolis, MN by Eloise Butler

Various papers and correspondence of Eloise Butler in the collection of the Minnesota Historical 
Society.

Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.

Note on Liatris.: Planting of Blazing Star: L. scariosa and L. spicata, both listed in her 1908 Garden Log, 
are not native to Minnesota but her notes in 1908 state she obtained them from Ft. Snelling and from 
Mahtomedi. Since some of these species are similar, perhaps she mis-identified them which may be the 
case with L. scariosa as this is a species of the eastern coast, and as for L. spicata, perhaps it may have 
existed, but like L. scariosa, none of the known varieties of these species has been collected in 
Minnesota.

©2018 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. Photos ©G D Bebeau unless otherwise credited. Photos 
credited to others are used with permission for educational purposes, for which the Friends thank them 
and the organization providing the photos. Text and research by Gary Bebeau. 



Imagine her surprise when Eloise Butler saw an article in 
The Boston Transcript in 1908 that described a “wild 
garden” in New Brunswick Canada that maintained more 

than 500 species of flowering plants and had been established 
years earlier. (1) Until this time she believed her garden in 
Glenwood Park was original to the idea. So - what to do about 
it?  You go there and check it out!  She was already in the 
Boston area that Summer staying with her sister Cora Pease in 
Malden MA, so off they went, sourcing several plant 
specimens for the Minneapolis Garden in Nova Scotia while 
on the journey. (2) 

The New Brunswick garden 
belonged to George Upham Hay 
(1843-1913). He was a leading 
member of the Natural History 
Society of New Brunswick 
(NHSNB), which was founded 
in 1880. He founded the 
herbarium in the group’s 
museum and for the rest of his 
life he was chair of its’ 
committee on botany. (3) 

In 1899 he announced the existence of the wild garden  in 
papers sent to the NHSNB and to the Royal Society of 
Canada (RSC). This was 10 years after he bought the property. 
To the NHSNB he noted that the garden would aim to 
“[show] as far as the conditions would warrant, the peculiarities and 
extent of the flora of New Brunswick.” (4)  This is similar to the 
wording in the petition establishing the Minneapolis Garden: 
“The aims of this garden would be to show plants as living things and 

their adaptations to their environment, to display in miniature the 
rich and varied flora of Minnesota.” (5) 

Hay’s garden was of two acres and located on his private 
summer estate at Ingleside, near Westfield NB. It was a private 
garden dedicated to study, not open to the public for general 
viewing of plants. 

To the RSC he described it as an “experiment in which year-to-
year variation in flowering times and other phenomena would be 
examined in relation to variation in climate.”  

 He stated that it “presented the 
botanist the opportunity of studying 
problems analogous to those which a 
city presents to the sociologist - that is, 
the interactions of living organisms 
inhabiting the same locality, adapting 
themselves to different conditions, 
maintaining their ground against 
rival or yielding to unfavorable 
conditions.” (6) 

On his trips to remote parts of 
the province he would collect 
plants for transplant to his 
garden. He also made a study of 
fungi of New Brunswick, many 
were mushrooms growing in or 
near his garden. This was the 
same type of procedure 
undertaken by Eloise Butler for 
her wild botanic garden. Eloise 
wrote of her visit that the garden 
was “of vivid interest” but her wild 
garden was “superior” as it was 
larger, open to the public, and 
did not get flooded out 
periodically by a small brook. (7)

Dr. Hay’s wild garden became a 
venue for outings by the NHSNB and students from Victoria 
High School where he was principal. Beginning in 1899 he 
provided annual notes to the Bulletin of the NHSNB about 
what native plants were amenable to cultivation and on the 
seasonal changes in his garden. After 10 years he published a 
summary of the earliest, latest and average flowering dates for 
24 species that he had followed in the same locations each 
year. (8)

An Earlier Wild Botanic Garden 

He was among the early 
advocates for forest 

and land conservation in 
the province, 

anticipating the 
emergence of a modern 

ethic that recognizes the 
inherent worth of 
natural areas and 

species.

George U. Hay, making field notes in a field book, seated by a campfire 
on the South Tobique Lakes region of north-western New Brunswick - 

July 1900. Photo by Mauran I. Furbish



The seasonal bloom summary was just the type of record that 
was maintained at Glenwood Park.  Years later Gardener Ken 
Avery would publish his list of earliest, latest and average 
flowering dates - for 25 species.  

Hay had his trouble with plants as Eloise did. He decided to 
attempt to “secure a modus vivendi” there between native and 
non-native species “by assigning the weeds to a space in one 
corner.” but he noted the weeds showed “a perversity 
characteristic of their tribe . . . spurned such treatment and refused to 
grow.” (9)

Some years later Eloise would write:  
“Mistress Mary, so contrary How does your garden grow? 

Like Mistress, like garden is the reply. In quirks, in whimsies, and in 
sheer contrariness a wild garden surpasses Mistress Mary. This is true 
especially of the introduced species.” (10)

Dr. Hay made no provision for the long-term maintenance of 
his garden and after his death in 1913 it fell into disuse and 
there is now no trace of it. (11) The similarities in purpose and 

thought in the establishment of these two “wild gardens” is 
remarkable. The public garden in Minneapolis, curated by 
Eloise Butler, had an advantage: There was the hope of 
continuance when the founding person left the scene, as it 
was part of a larger city park system and had public support.❖  

Notes: 
1. The Wild Gardener, Martha Hellander, 1992, North Star Press. 
2. Garden Log, Eloise Butler, 1908. Butler was still teaching in the Minneapolis 

Public Schools and returned to the east coast for one or two months each 
Summer until 1911. 

3. History of Saint John, City of Saint John, New Brunswick
4. The Creative City of Saint John, by Christi Verduyn.  Chapter 2 The Ingleside Wild 

Garden of George Uphram Hay by Stephen R. Clayden. Formac Publishing 
Company Ltd, Halifax, 2018. 

5. Petition of citizens to the Board of Park Commissioners, 1907 
6. see note 4 
7. see note 1. Hellander’s research established that the garden in Minneapolis was 

the oldest public wildflower garden in the United States. 
8.  Stephen R. Clayden, “HAY, GEORGE UPHAM,” in Dictionary of Canadian

Biography, vol. 14, University of Toronto/Université Laval, 2003 
9. see note  4 
10. Eloise Butler, A Collection of Garden Experiences, Letter to the Gray Memorial 

Botanical Chapter of the Agassiz Association, 1916 
11. see note 4 
Photos are provided courtesy Stephen R. Clayden and Formac Publishing Company, 
Halifax NS  and appear in The Creative City of Saint John.

The Garden of George Upram Hay 
by Gary Bebeau 

Gathering of women from the Ladies Auxiliary of the Natural History Society of New Brunswick at the summer property of George U. Hay at 
Ingleside, the location of his Wild Garden circa 1890.  Hay is at the back of the group on the veranda.

Gary Bebeau is a Friends’ Board Member




