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Introduction to All Volumes 

Twenty years ago the Friends produced, for their 50th anniversary year, a booklet titled 50 
Years of Friends, recording the 50th anniversary celebration and remembrances of years past. 
Prior to that there were some very short history summaries published in the Friends’ 
newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™. This history of the first 70 years of the Friends provides a 
perspective view of the wide range of events documented during this time period. 

It was necessary to recapitulate some of the early history of the Wildflower Garden and the 
people involved at that time in order to establish why the Friends of the Wild Flower 
Garden came into existence. This is especially true in regards to Clinton Odell and his 
connections with the Garden prior to his founding the Friends. The Friends have 
remained a viable organization for 70 years. Many of the original concerns leading to the 
establishment of the Friends, including the original concerns that led to the founding of 
the Wildflower Garden itself, have never been laid to rest, but have resurfaced in one guise 
or another over this time period. 

The chapter headings indicate an attempt to separate certain activities of the Friends from 
events that occurred in the Garden; but as the reader will note, many are interrelated and 
many of these events cross chapter boundaries.  The approach to this history is 
chronological with some flashbacks to prior times for background and to portray the 
continuity of events. 

I have chosen to extensively use quotations of the players in this history as they tell the 
story in their own words better that any paraphrasing could. Deleted parts of extensive 
quotations have been replaced with “. . .” Any comments I have inserted into a quotation 
are housed in brackets. 

Certain naming conventions have been observed in order to follow historical 
documentation.  I use the name that is appropriate to the time period. In the early years 
the Garden was located in Glenwood Park which was renamed Theodore Wirth Park in 
1938 and is now named Theodore Wirth Regional Park. The early Board of Park 
Commissioners was renamed Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) in 1969. 
My use of  the name “Park Board” refers to the appropriate entity for the time period. The 
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden was originally called the Wild Botanic Garden, then the 
Native Plant Reserve, and then officially renamed the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden in 
1929. For brevity, the word “Garden” is used here to represent the site. 

Details on how the words “and Bird Sanctuary” were added to the name are in the text, but 
one name change caused no end to confusion.  In 1969 the Park Board changed “Wild 
Flower” as two words to “Wildflower.” Since that time the name of the Friends using the 
two words has differed from that of the Garden. 



A number of themes follow throughout this history, themes centered around what I have 
earlier referred to as “concerns,” the most of important of these are a variance from the 
original intent to have the Garden remain in a wild state, the introduction of non-native 
plants, the need for constant maintenance to maintain a wild state, the effects of the Park 
Board budget, maintaining the Garden as a separate entity within the Park system, and 
fending off of outside influences that directly affect the sanctity of the Garden. 

It is surprising then that a mission statement for the Friends was not written until 1989, 
but when written it addressed those concerns.  Subsequent revisions have kept true to the 
original principles. The Minneapolis Park system is vast and the MPRB must address many 
concerns while the Friends concentrate on this one small part of the larger system. Despite 
the ups and downs over 70 years, the Friends relationship with the MPRB remains a 
remarkable partnership. 

Grateful acknowledgement must be given to all those of the Friends and the Park Board 
whose thoughts and ideas were kept in the various records of the Friends, in the newsletter 
and in other documents from which this history is written. Important historically were the 
writings of Eloise Butler and Martha Crone and the Garden logs and diaries of Crone that 
were saved by Martha Hellander when researching her book on Eloise Butler, The Wild 
Gardener. 

Volume 1 contains the narrative just explained including a set of appendices that provide 
more detail for the interested reader. 

Volume 2 contains annual histories from 1952 through 1991. 

Volume 3 contains annual histories from 1992 through 2021. 

“Without it [the Friends] where would the Garden’s voice come from”?  
 Charles Spears MPRB Superintendent, 1970



1952 

Spring 1952 

1952 is the 46th year of the Garden and Martha Crone begins her 20th year as Garden Curator. In the 
Minneapolis Star on March 1 columnist Abe Altrowitz referenced the new plant list Martha had 
compiled in 1951.  He wrote  that you shouldn't let scientific names stump you because Mrs. Crone had 
completed an index identifying 787 plants at the Garden and that see would be offering the list for 10 
cents when the Garden opens.
      
An entry in the March 30th Tribune announced an evening program at Waite Park school were Martha 
would join Carl Holst from the Minneapolis Rose Garden in presenting a talk on general spring 
gardening.

The Garden opened about two weeks late due to snows and cold weather. There was a snow storm on 
March 22 that dropped 15 inches of snow. Snow was still several feet deep in garden on the 1st. April 6 
to the 11th was still cold with deep snow. Martha chipped out the ice around the Garden gate on the 9th 
and opened.(1)(2)

The first Snow Trillium came out on April 14. The week of the 13 to 30 was very warm, and by April 20 
the temperature was 80 degrees. Unusually warm for April as these temperatures indicate: 4/26 - 81°, 
4/27 - 85°, 4/29 - 91°, 4/30 - 92°. The early plant bloom, delayed by the snow, was then accelerated by 
the warm weather, as the date on some of her photos indicates.

On April 20, she planted 4 unusual non-native 
plants that were obtained from Robbins Blue Ridge 
Nursery in Ashford NC:

• Liquidambar styraciflua, Sweetgum, not 
native.

• Iris verna, Dwarf Blue Iris, not native.
• Clematis crispa, Swamp Leather Flower, not 

native.
• Collinsonia canadensis, Citronella, Richweed, 

not native.
As to that last plant - in 1954 she wrote about the 
Citronella: [The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 2 No. 2)]
Did you know that Citronella (Collinsonia 
canadensis) of the mint family is another plant that 
has many common names. Its one scientific name 
definitely identifies it. Some of the common names are Rich-leaf, Stone-root, Knob-root, Knob-grass, 
Horse-weed, Knob-week, Ox-balm, Horse-balm, and Collinson's-flower. It grows native from Quebec to 
Ontario south to Florida and westward. This erect branched perennial is well established in the Wild 
Flower Garden. The yellow, lemon-scented flowers appear in October and bloom until frost. Oil of 
Citronella is not derived from this plant.
On May 19th the Hummingbirds returned to the Garden.

A bed of Large Flowered Trillium Trillium grandiflorum, 
photographed in the Garden on April 29, 1952 by Martha 

Crone.

1



Summer 1952 

On June 18th Articles of Incorporation were filled with the 
State of Minnesota for the Friends of the Wild Flower 
Garden, Inc., a non-profit group formed for the purposes of 
advancing, promoting and furthering the interests of the 
Municipal Wild Flower Garden in Theodore Wirth Park 
conducted by the Board of Park Commissioners of the City 
of Minneapolis. The formation of the group was announced 
in the Minneapolis Star on June 27.

The legal work of creating the articles of incorporation and 
the bylaws was done by Joseph Colman of the Dorsey Firm.  
He also handled the filing of non-profit status with the 
Internal Revenue Service and that status was approved in 
late 1953. The founding directors were Clinton M. Odell, 
Russell H. Bennett, Dorothy Binder, Martha E. Crone, 
Donald C. Dayton, Leonard F. Ramberg.

Clinton Odell was a student of Eloise Butler and a 
frequent visitor to the Wild Flower Garden. When 
Martha Crone became Curator he provided 
assistance to her. He felt it imperative there always 
be a group of citizens who would work for the 
best interests of the Garden. He was concerned the 
Garden could become expendable if the Park 
Board had to cut costs. A more extensive bio is in 
the appendix to Volume 1.

Martha Crone was Curator of the Wild Flower 
Garden, Russell H. Bennett was Chairman of the 
Board of Dunwoody Institute, Dorothy Binder was 
a Twin Cities journalist, Donald C. Dayton was 
President of the Dayton Company, Leonard F. 
Ramberg was affiliated with the American Swedish 
Institute and Augsburg College where he was later Chairman of the Board of Regents. A detail account 
of the new directors is in the appendix of Volume 1.

Clinton Odell wrote letters to many of his business acquaintances inviting them to become a member of 
the Friends. In an essay he that explained why the organization of the Friends was needed.  This was 
used to solicit support and members.  Copy of example letter at end of 1952 text.

The Summer was fairly dry and Martha Crone had to use supplemental water.(1) She also added two 
additional non-native species to the Garden:

• Thermopsis rhombifolia, Prairie thermopsis, not native, from Pavek Nursery, White Lake WI.
• Chrysothamnum graveolens [now Ericameria nauseosa] Rubber Rabbitbush, not native, Pavek 

Nursery.

Foamflower (Tiarella cordifolia) in bloom along 
the path in the marsh. Photographed in the 
Garden on May 31, 1952 by Martha Crone.

The Woodland Garden with Garden Office atop the hill, 
photographed on May 15, 1952 by Martha Crone.
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On of the plant oddities repeated itself this year. Martha located Rue Anemone doubles. Two on May 19 
near Fletcher MN and 10 on July 31 at Red Wing MN. In 1951 she was given one “in coffee can from 
Mrs. H. S. Olson, 302 So. D. St., Lake Worth, Florida, found at Wacouta near Red Wing in 1923.” (1951 
Garden Log) 

Autumn 1952 

In October of 1952 Martha planted several 
more exotic species - the first of which is a 
real pest and has been stubbornly eliminated.

• Polygonatum cuspidatum, [now Fallopia 
japonica var. japonica, Japanese 
Knotweed, not native, from Hedby 
Jones on Hy 101 & 7 in Minnetonka, 
not native and invasive.

• Cyprepedium passerinum, Sparrowegg 
Lady’s-slipper, seeds from Alaska, not 
native.

• Linaria macedonica [Linaria dalmatica 
subsp. macedonica] Dalmation 
Toadflax, introduced to the U.S. 
Plants from Meyers Nursery. [in 1953, 
July 24, she planted 2 more ‘from near 
Duluth’ which is where the DNR has 
found them in their plant surveys. However, the U of M states that the subspecies found is 
subsp. dalmatica.

On October 21 Martha wrote: 
Witch Hazel on west hill came into bloom. Garden is tinder dry, no rain since last of August. 
Sprinklers going everywhere. Several killing frosts last week. Water pipes froze in some parks 
and burst, we kept faucets partly open.

Martha Crone had produced a brochure titled “Self Conducted 
Tour" thru the Garden and nearly 10,000 were handed out this past 
year.(1) [image follows text] She estimated attendance at more 
than 50,000 persons. She also totaled her new plant count at 1,067 
of which 231 were purchased and the remainder sourced by Martha 
herself from scrounging around. Some of those plants were the 
new additions noted above. The remainder were species already in 
the Garden. Martha was fond of starting plants from seed in the 
fall and a number of the plants she reports setting out in the 
Garden in large quantities undoubtedly came from seedlings.

Even though the Garden closed on October 31, Martha was still 
busy planting in November. Her last entry in her log was on Nov. 
17. when she logged planting 25 Twinflower, Linnea borealis, along
the marsh path (photo at right).

She was still in the process of completing a slide library for group 

The entrance path into the Upland Garden, photographed by 
Martha Crone on October 17, 1952.

Twin Flower Linnea borealis. Photo 
©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin Flora.
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talks and during the year she gave 27 illustrated slide lectures to clubs, garden groups, school groups 
and others totaling over 1,600 persons this year. The two largest groups were the Woman’s Club and 
the Minnesota Horticultural Society. (1) Another group was the Minnesota Botanical society meeting 
held on Dec. 10.

In her report to the Park Board, Martha also acknowledged the founding of the Friends of the Wild 
Flower Garden and that it is composed of 

public spirited citizens for the furtherance of making the garden an outstanding institution. It is 
a non-profit corporation, no officers of which can draw any salaries. The official publication of 
this group is called “The Fringed Gentian” and is issued quarterly. Timely articles and items of 
interest to the members will be published there-in.

During the year Clinton Odell provided the funds for another 100 aluminum plant labels, adding to 
those he had provided in previous years.

Notes:
(1) Annual Reports of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners - dated Feb, 4, 1953 to 
Charles E. Doell.
(2). Garden Log

Following: Front page and map from Martha Crone’s Self Conducted Tour; example of a Clinton Odell 
letter to prospective members of the Friends. 

Left: The front page of the new Self 
Conducted Tour brochure. It was eight pages, 
containing trail descriptions and a map. The 

map is shown on the next page. An application 
for membership in the Friends was included. 

The brochure was printed by the Dayton 
Company. Donald Dayton, President of 
Daytons was on the Friends Board of 

Directors.

4



Left: Martha Crone's 
1952 hand-drawn map 

that was part of the Tour 
brochure. The scale 

vertically is much 
compressed to fit the 

paper size. Compare to 
the aerial photo on the 
next page. Map J. S. 
Futcher Collection.

Below: An aerial photo of the Garden area from Spring 1947. All the features of Crone's 1952 map appear to be 
already in place. Photo - University of Minnesota. 
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Example of a Clinton Odell letter to prospective Friends members.
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1953 

Winter 1952/1953 

1953 is the 47th year of the Garden and Martha Crone begins her 21st year as Garden Curator. 
In January the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden put out the first issue of their 4-page newsletter - The 
Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 1 No. 1, January 1953). What to expect of the newsletter was explained by 
Friends President Clinton Odell this way:

This is the first issue of our Wild Flower Publication - 
begun in a small, inexpensive way. Let no one be 
misled by its size - good things frequently come in 
small packages. 

Martha Crone, our editor, is a talented writer. One of 
our Minneapolis newspapers several years ago ran a 
number of her contributions to “Museum Notes” on 
its editorial page. She has also been well received as a 
lecturer on wild flowers, having given over thirty 
talks, before various clubs and gatherings during the 
year just past, illustrated by beautiful Kodachrome 
slides taken by her in the Wild Flower Garden. In 
addition to telling you about wild flowers and how to 
raise them, Mrs. Crone will write about birds visiting 
the garden. 

You will find nothing herein about business or politics, war or sports - so in your home, read it by your 
fireside and become relaxed for a few minutes, in an atmosphere of wild flowers, birds and 
Thoreausian beauty.

And why that title? - Martha explains:
“The Fringed Gentian™” was chosen as the title for this publication because this flower is considered 
one of the choicest of American wild flowers. It was once proposed as our National flower. This very 
beautiful and elusive gentian blooms during September and October, really an after-bloom of Autumn 
days - last yet loved the best. It will always be associated in one's mind with the charming lines written 
by the poet William Cullen Bryant -

Violet Path in the Woodland Garden, photographed on 
Feb. 18, 1953 by Martha Crone.
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“Thou waitest late and cometh alone, 
When woods are bare and birds are flown, 

And frosts and shortening days portend
The aged year is near his end.”

The delicate violet-blue corolla, open only in sunshine, is a vase-like 
tube with four rounded and spreading lobes, finely fringed around 
the top. They close with a twisting gesture at night or on dull days. It 
is fast disappearing due to the increased cultivation of wild land. As 
the population increases the wild flowers decrease. 

Among other rare 
flowers the Fringed 
Gentian is being 
successfully grown in 
the Wild Flower 
Garden. With a 
thorough 
understanding of its 
habits and requirements it can be propagated. It 
requires low moist meadows or bogs.

In that same issue Martha then wrote about the Witch 
Hazel (Hamamelis virginiana), the Horse Gentian 
(Triosteum perfoliatum) and a winter brook. A section 
from Thoreau’s journals about Snow Crystals was 

quoted. And in the first issue, as she would in many later issues, Martha wrote about the value of the 
Garden:

Thousands of people have enjoyed the facilities of the Wild Flower Garden, either for pleasure or study. 
Much remains to be done to fully develop the garden. It requires sufficient funds, help and material to 
do justice to such a unique garden, which is conducted for the preservation of herbaceous plants, 
shrubs and trees.

The value of the work being done in this Wild 
Flower Garden cannot be too strongly stressed, 
since the rapid advance of civilization is causing 
most of the remaining wild land to disappear. This 
natural heritage is worthy of perpetual preservation 
for the generations to follow. Help us to grow and 
prosper by inviting an acquaintance who is 
interested in wild flowers to membership.

Then Martha sent along something else with the 
mailing: “The enclosed binder was designed for 
filing of issues of our publication for future 
reference.” During her 20 year tenure as editor she 
would continue to send out these binders annually.

The Fringed Gentian, photographed 
in the Garden on Sept. 24, 1950 by 

Martha Crone.

Woodland Garden with Office in the background, 
photographed on Feb. 18, 1953 by Martha Crone.

The Garden Office in Winter photographed March 9, 1953 
by Martha Crone
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The first annual meeting of the Friends was held in January at the registered office - that is, the 
headquarters of Clinton Odell’s firm, the Burma-vita Company, at 2318 Chestnut Avenue West, just east 
of the Garden. Elected to the Board of Directors were: Russell Bennett, Earle Brown, Dorothy Binder, 
Martha Crone, Donald C. Dayton, Clinton Odell, Leonard Ramberg, Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg.

Friends officers were Clinton Odell, President; Donald C. Dayton, Vice President; Mrs. Carroll 
(Dorothy) Binder, Vice President; Leonard Ramberg, Treasurer; Martha Crone Secretary. Martha Crone 
was also in charge of membership and was editor of the Fringed Gentian™

Martha's new duties were covered in the Minneapolis Star's column "Town Toppers" on March  12. It 
identified her as the "wild flower lady" and explained her background and what she has accomplished 
at the Wild Flower Garden. One statement was "In most lives, work is one thing and hobbies are 
another.  In Mrs. Crone's case it's hard to find any dividing line."

Spring 1953 

In the Friends’ Newsletter (Vol. 1 No. 2, April 1953) Martha Crone wrote about Snow Trillium, May 
Time, Skunk Cabbage, Wafer Ash, Pasque Flower, May Apple, and transplanting wild flowers. She 
wrote of spring:

There are few lovelier sights then finding in sheltered nooks where the sun has rested, patches of 
Hepaticas, Snow Trilliums and Bloodroot, the real harbingers of spring. These often are covered 
over again with a snowy blanket of recurring blizzards.

Spring weather allowed the Garden to open on April 1st and in the first 
4 days of April Martha Crone noted it was lovely warm weather with 
Snow Trilliums and Hepaticas budding. All the snow was gone as was 
the frost. On Sunday April 5, large crowds of people came to the 
Garden. Her crop of Rhododendron, planted a few years ago, 
weathered the Winter in fine shape. On the 9th she commenced her 
planting program, putting in 100 Snow Trillium, 25 Trout Lilies and 10 
Hepaticas. But nice weather was not to last. A thunderstorm on the 14th 
was followed by a snow storm on the 15th and then cold and wind. 
Temperatures dropped down to 20 degrees until April 20th. The Snow 
Trilliums and Hepaticas that were in full bloom were froze stiff, but 
survived the eventual thawing out.(1)

April 20 must have been the first reasonable day, as Martha planted 12 
double snow trilliums (unusual plant) received from Mrs. E. H. 
Cummings in Preston, MN. The cold weather did cause the entire 
Spring season to be late as cold and rainy weeks followed in May also. 
The hummingbirds came back to the Garden on May 15. This was a 
date Martha always noted. On May 18 she gave a tour of the Garden to 
the members of the Schoolmasters' Wives club.

During the spring months Martha planted the following plants for the 
first time in the Garden. Many are not native.

• Aralia spinosa, Devil’s Walking stick, not native, from The Three Laurels Nursery, Marshall NC.

Interrupted Fern (Osmunda 
claytoniana), photographed in 

the Garden on June 9, 1953 by 
Martha Crone. This hillside in the 
Woodland Garden is still covered 

with these ferns.
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• Azalea nudiflora, [Rhododendron periclymenoides (older R. nudiflorum] Pink Azalea not native, from 
Three Laurels.

• Pediocactus simpsonii, Colorado Snow Cactus, Mountain Ball Cactus, not native, from Rocking 
Horse Cactus, Phoenix, AZ.

• Trillium ozarkanum, [Trillium pusillum var. ozarkanum] Ozark Wakerobin, not native, from Ruth 
Mooney, Hi-mountain, MO.

Summer 1953 

In the Summer Newsletter (Vol. 1 No. 3, July 1953), Martha Crone wrote about Snowball Bush, the 
Ruby Throated Hummingbird which returned to the Garden this year on May 15th, poison sumac, the 
Showy lady’s-slipper, ferns, the nighthawk, and the number of wild orchids found in Minnesota.
Of summer she wrote:

The singing of the birds reached its climax during June, the sweetest month of the year. In July it 
has almost ceased and by August they are mostly silent, the season of nesting is over and they 
are no longer inspired to sing.

The late summer weather was dry and 
warm; Martha called it a drought. She had 
additional help from the Park Board in the 
Garden from May 2 to July 10, but again 
wished the extra manpower could be 
extended later in the season. (2)

On June 18, the Show Lady’s-slippers 
bloomed. This was the third latest date for 
bloom ever noted, matching the latest date 
that Ken Avery and Cary George recorded 
during their tenures; the second latest was  
June 21st in 1936 and June 28, 1945 is the 
latest date known.

Martha planted one new species in the 
Garden during the summer:

Mimulus moschatus, Musk flower, not native, from Meyers Nursery.

Autumn 1953 

In the Fall Newsletter (Vol. 1 No. 4, October 1953) Martha Crone wrote about the Jerusalem Artichoke, 
Indian Pipe, Horsetail, Running Myrtle, Moneywort, Owls, Wild asters, edible wild fruits, and the 
blooming time of the Gentians. She noted the Friends now had 162 members.
Of autumn she wrote:

September comes as soft twilight after the sultry summer is past. It is the month cf ripening 
fruits and seeds of various plants. The direct and blazing rays of the summer sun now slant, only 
warmly upon the earth, the cool nights are refreshing and insect annoyances are past. This is 
colorful October the finest month of the year.

Cow Parsnip group near the wetland photographed on June 15, 
1953 by Martha Crone.
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In her Annual Report to the Board of Park Commissioners Martha Crone termed the fall weather this 
year a drought. She reported planting during the year 936 plants and 57 varieties of seed. Some of those 
plants were the new additions noted above. The remainder were species already in the Garden. She set 
out 100 new aluminum plant markers. The 
brochures she had developed for a “Self 
Conducted Tour Thru the Garden” she 
estimated helped 50,000 visitors. In addition 
she had Garden plant lists for sale at 10 cents 
each. She also noted thanks to Clinton Odell 
for his assistance in furthering the interest in 
the Garden. (2)

In her annual Secretary’s report to the 
Friends Martha Crone stated she gave 25 
illustrated slide lectures to clubs, garden 
groups, school groups and others - reaching 
1,512 persons. The largest group was the 
Duluth Garden Flower Society. (3) She also 
purchased a mosquito sprayer, various seeds 
and bulbs and other items that her normal 
budget did not provide for, with Funds from 
the Friends.(2)

Once again, even though the Garden closed on Oct. 31 and she was only 
paid through that date, we find her still working in November.

On Nov. 2nd she reports:
No killing frost yet, Dutchman’s Pipe leaves still green. Warm enough 
without coat, has been 1/2 inch rain during Sept. and Oct. Tufted Titmouse 
has been feeding several weeks at feeder. (2)

On Nov 12 she plants Gentiana saponaria, Soapwort Gentian or Harvest bells, 
from seed, not native. Eloise Butler had planted it back in 1929.

Her last entry is on Dec. 2nd where she plants seeds of Aquilegia coerulea, 
Colorado Blue Columbine and Blue Bellflower Campanulastrum americanum. 
Martha was fond of starting plants from seed in the fall and a number of the 
plants she reports setting out in the Garden in large quantities undoubtedly 
came from seedlings.

Photo at top of first page of 1953: A path into the Upland Garden, photographed by Martha Crone on 
July 16, 1953.

Notes:
(1). Garden Log
(2). Annual Reports of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners - dated Feb. 10, 1954 to 
Charles E. Doell.

A path into the Upland Garden, photographed by Martha Crone on 
July 16, 1953.

Tall Blue Bellflower 
(Campanulastrum 

americanum). Photo ©G D 
Bebeau
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The front page of the 1st issue of The Fringed Gentian™
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tnthoupaiteet late snd eomrs.t alono,

i,Jhen woods are bare and bird"s are f}or+n,
And t-roste and shortoning daye pcrtend
The agati year is naar hie end,s

the cielieat* violet-bLuo corolla, opon onl.y in sunshinee is s. vasc-liketube with f'our rounded and spreading lobes, ftnely fbingutl around. the top,They closo with a twisting gesture ut nrghi or on dulr f,aye.It is t'agt dise'ppearing due to the lncroaaed cultivation of' toild land. Astita popalation increases the wiLd t"lorrers d.eereaso.
A'arcng other rare f'lowere the fllnged gentian is being succossf\rlly grorrnin the '*ri!.d $'tawer $arden* !$ith a tfiorougb rinderstendiig of ite habi.tE a:rdroquir*meatE it can be propege.tod* It roquiroe low moisi aoadows or bogo.

(Cont. pag+ i)
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1954 

Winter 1953/1954 

1954 is the 48th year of the Garden and Martha Crone begins her 22nd year as Garden Curator.

In the Friends’ Newsletter (Vol. 2 No. 1, January 1954), Editor Martha Crone wrote about Partridge 
Berry, Asparagus, Winter Bird Study, the need for a non-technical wild flower book, and then she listed 
some of the introduced plants in the Garden:

In addition to representing as many of our native flowers as 
possible, others have been introduced from various places to 
make the garden interesting and more attractive to visitors. 
The Azalea and Rhododendron plantings regularly arouse 
widespread interest. The area is splendidly adapted for the 
purpose of growing them successfully. The following varieties 
have weathered thru six winters without loss and bloomed 
beautifully:

• Flame Azalea - Rhododendron calendulaceum
• Carolina Rhododendron - Rhododendron carolinia
• Mountain Rose Bay - Rhododendron catawbiense
• Rose Bay or Great Laurel - Rhododendron maximum
• Pinxter Flower - hododendron nudiflorum
• Swamp Azalea - Rhododendron viscosum

Another interesting introduction is Rhodora (Rhodora 
canadense), a small shrub with attractive pink flowers growing 
in moist places. A few others are Yellow Trillium (Trillium 
luteum) native in the Smokies, Rose Trillium (Trillium stylosum), 
Painted Trillium (Trillium undulatum) [photo next page] from 
the south, Western Trillium (Trillium ovatum) from the west and (Galax aphylla) from the south 
(photo next page).

The Friends held their second annual meeting on Tuesday Jan. 5, 1954 at the offices of the Burma Vita 
Company at 2318 Chestnut Ave. West, in Minneapolis.

Flame Azalea (Rhododendron 
calendulaceum). Photo G D Bebeau

13



Elected to the Board of Directors were: Russell H. Bennett, Earle 
Brown, Dorothy Binder, Elizabeth Carpenter (new), Martha Crone, 
Donald C. Dayton, Clinton Odell, Leonard F. Ramberg, Carl Rawson 
(new), Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg.

Friends officers elected at the board meeting were Clinton Odell 
President, Donald C. Dayton Vice President, Mrs. Carroll (Dorothy) 
Binder Vice President, Martha Crone Secretary/Treasurer.
After just 1-1/2 years of organization, Martha Crone takes over the 
treasurer duties from Leonard Ramberg; she was also in charge of 
membership and was editor of The Fringed Gentian™. Membership at 
the time was 176.

February 1954 was the warmest February since 1878.

Spring 1954 

In the Spring Newsletter (Vol. 2 No. 2, April 1954) Martha Crone wrote 
about Red-wing Blackbirds, Citronella, wild flowers to plant from seed, and of spring she wrote:

It seems strange that so many of the first flowers to bloom when there is still danger of frost and 
snow-are the dainty, fragile varieties. The Dwarf or Snow Trillium which is only a few inches tall 
and a miniature of the later Large-flowered Trillium blooms first in the sweet seclusion of 
sheltered glens. Yet a wise precaution is taken by many of the firstlings against the chilly nights 
by folding up their blossoms when evening shadows fall.

The Garden opened on time on April 1. Martha recorded in her log:

After a warm Feb. and March and very little snow all winter, the opening day was very cold 
with a light snowfall, 20° high. On the second, still cold, 18° high and the morning of the 3rd 9 
above. The 4th up to 40 and on the 5th 63°. The 6th was very warm, paths are muddy, no flowers 
out yet. (1)

By April 12 the first flowers appeared: Snow Trillium, Bloodroot, Hepatica, Skunk Cabbage, but then a 
snowstorm occurred on May 1st with a 28 degree temperature, resulting in many frozen plants. (2)
Planting for spring finally began the first week of May. Martha introduced seven new species to the 
Garden, none of which were native plants: (1)

• Aristolochia tomentosa, Woolly Dutchman’s Pipe, not native, from Three Laurels Nursery, 
Marshall NC.

• Ailanthus glandulosa, [Ailanthus altissima], Tree of heaven, not native, same source.
• Clintonia umbellulata, White Clintonia, not native, same source.
• Disporum lanuginosum, [Prosartes lanuginosa] Yellow Fairybells, not native, same source.
• Liriodendron tulipifera, Tulip tree, not native, same source.
• Passiflora incarnata, Purple Passionflower, not native, same source.
• Taxodium distichum, Bald Cypress, not native, same source.

Galax (Galax aphylla) 
photographed in the Garden on 
June 28, 1956 by Martha Crone
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Summer 1954 

In the Summer Newsletter (Vol. 2 No. 3, July 1954), Martha Crone wrote about Jack-in-the-Pulpit, the 
seeds and transplanting of Lady’s-slippers, Shooting star, mushrooms, and the joys of summertime. 
About the newsletter she wrote:

This little publication attempts to save you valuable hours and fleeting opportunities by 
reminding you from time to time thru out the circle of the year of what is doing in the plant 
world, lest their brief period pass before you remember that this is their appointed season. 
Observation without records falls short of its possibilities for both value and enjoyment. Field 
notes made day by day will prove most valuable and be treasured for the pleasant associations 
they recall and become precious heirlooms.

On the Wild Flower Garden she writes:

Perhaps the title of “Wild Flower Garden" is a 
misnomer and greatly misleading. It would be more 
appropriate to call it “Wild Flower Sanctuary.” Many 
visitors expect to find a formal garden laid out in 
neatly trimmed beds and borders, with Rock 
Gardens rising up out of a mowed lawn, rather than 
a place where wild flowers are planted in beautiful 
natural surroundings to imitate their native habitats, 
where there is no fixed or formal order. They must 
have an environment suited to their being if they are 
to survive. The charm of a wild flower is found 
mostly in its natural setting. Here in this 13 acre tract 
of wilderness we endeavor to grow most wild 
flowers native to Minnesota as well as many from other States, where they are safe and can be 
enjoyed by interested patrons and where with care they can thrive for generations to come.

This commentary on the misleading name reminds us that Eloise Butler had reason to change the 
Garden’s name early in her tenure. She wrote in her 1926 history “It was soon found that the term ‘Wild 
Botanic Garden’ was misleading to the popular fancy, so the name was changed to ‘Native Plant 
Reserve’.” Even more interesting here is that Martha Crone frequently referred to the Garden in her 
notes and reports as the “Reserve” not the “wild flower garden.” 

On June 27 Minneapolis Tribune columnist George Luxton wrote about the lady's-slippers in bloom at
the Garden. He quoted Martha: "The wonder of it never wanes. To miss the flowering season seems 
almost to lose a part of the spring.  A visit to the gardens at this time of year should be an adventure 
long to be remembered.” About the Garden space itself Luxton writes: "When you wander through cool 
glens on soft, mossy paths, shadowed by stately trees, some hundreds of years old, you will find it hard 
to realize that this unspoiled spot is only three miles from the skyscrapers of Minneapolis, which can be 
seen from the upland gardens."

Martha  planted one new species during the summer - another non-native and probably someone’s 
garden plant: (1)

Aconitum uncinatum, Southern Blue Monkshood, not native, from Hinds, 1214 W. Broadway who 
got it from the North Shore.

The path in the marsh showing many Foam 
Flower (Tiarella cordifolia) in bloom; note the 

corduroy base on the path put in by Bill Crone in 
1946; photographed on June 3, 1954 by Martha 

Crone.
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Autumn 1954 

In the Fall Newsletter (Vol. 2 No. 4, October 1954), Martha Crone wrote about plant conservation, 
Hummingbirds, Fall moods, Tulip-tree, Duckweed, Dutchman’s Pipe-vine, Jacob’s Ladder and the 
plants that require acid soil. About Autumn she wrote:

September and October days are really more ideal than the rare days in June. They are the two 
months of transition from one kind of beauty to another. Frost in the morning and cool air in the 
evening to give it zest, while the days are clear, sunny and warm.

In September she planted one new species, which is native to Minnesota (1):
Aster pringlei [Symphyotrichum pilosum, var. pringlei] Pringle’s Aster, Awl Aster, native, no source 
given. Later in November she planted another species new to the Garden:
Polemonium caeruleum, Charity, not native, no source given.

She gave 16 illustrated slide lectures to clubs, garden groups, school groups and others, totaling over 
1,000 persons, the largest group being 300 at the Farm School Horticultural Short Course at the 
University of Minnesota. Her slide library now numbered 4,000. During the year she set out 902 new 
plants and many seeds were sown. Some of those plants were the new additions noted above. The 
remainder were species already in the Garden. Another 100 aluminum plant markers went up. (These 
were provided by Clinton Odell). (2)

Martha also noted that the dam across the water channel in the back 
of the wetland was in serious need of repair causing damage to the 
tarvia path outside the Garden. This dam was made of concrete and 
had been completed in May 1917 by Eloise Butler, replacing an 
earthen dam Eloise had erected earlier to create a small open pool at 
that end of the Garden. Martha noted having much trouble with 
muskrats, rabbits and pocket gophers. (2)

In her annual Friends Secretary’s report Martha Crone stated there 
were 192 members of the Friends and that her method of reaching 
new members was to award a book to all new members. The books 
were “Wildlife in Color” and "Wild Flowers for your Garden.” (3)

Martha was awarded an Award of Merit for Meritorious service in the promotion of horticulture by the 
Minnesota State Horticultural Society. (3) It was not mentioned in her log, in the Friends Newsletter, or 
in her annual report, but full time help arrived in the Garden this Spring, when the Park Board hired 
Ken Avery to be her assistant. The Minneapolis Star got an advance look at the January 1955 Friends
newsletter when a December 18 column reported Martha's comments on the necessity of providing 
food for the wintering birds. It also announced the date for the upcoming Friends Annual Meeting.

Photo at top of 1954 page A path into the wetland, photographed by Martha Crone on June 3, 1954.
Notes:
(1). Garden Log
(2). Annual Reports of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners dated Feb. 21, 1955 to 
Superintendent Charles E. Doell.
(3). Friends of the Wild Flower Garden Secretary’s Report - 1954

The masthead of the early 
newsletters, this Fall, 1954.
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1955 

Winter 1954/1955 

1955 is the 49th year of the Garden and Martha Crone begins her 23rd year as Garden Curator. 
In the Friends’ Newsletter (Vol. 3 No. 1, January 1955) Editor Martha Crone wrote about Leatherwood, 
Rhododendrons, evergreens in Winter, Holly and Devil’s Club. About the winter season she wrote:

What a fairyland the woods present after a snowstorm, when every tree is outlined in softest 
white, and every branch sparkles wherever the sunbeams rest. The new snow muffles the echoes 
and there is new beauty where only bare bleakness existed before. 
During the winter leafless trees make it possible to become familiar with the shapes of the many 
species, also to distinguish a tree by its bark and twigs. Leaf 
buds are fascinating to study at this time.

Some background on the Devil’s Club:

Here’s what Martha wrote in the Newsletter: 

Devil’s Club or Devil’s Walking Stick (Panax horridum - now 
Oplopanax horridus) is a member of the Ginseng Family. The 
densely prickly stems grow as tall as 13 feet. Both sides of the 
large leaves have scattered pickles. This plant often forms 
extensive dense thickets and because of the sharp prickles 
these are almost impenetrable. It grows abundantly in the 
forest of the pacific slope from Oregon to Alaska, and is also 
found about Lake Superior as well as in Japan.  A number of 
plants are thriving in the Wild Flower Garden.

Eloise Butler originally introduced the plant to the Garden in 1921 
with plants from Isle Royal.  In 1935 Martha planted more. These 
also came from Isle Royal via Gertrude Cram.  When sending the 
plant to Martha, Mrs. Cram wrote 

I hope you receive the Devil’s Club in sufficiently good condition to enable you to recognize it.  
The package was a flimsy one - there is never a box to be had here without reserving it weeks in 

Devil's Club (Oplopanax horridus), 
Photo ©R.A. Howard, USDA-NRCS 

PLANTS Database
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advance - and I was not sure it would get through the mail.  I put in two young plants in case 
you want to start a colony in your own yard or in the wild garden!  It really is a handsome plant 
even if it is vicious.

It is uncertain how long the plants lasted but they are no longer extant. 

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held their annual meeting on Tuesday Jan. 4, 1955 at the offices 
of the Burma Vita Company at 2318 Chestnut Ave. West, in Minneapolis. Elected to the Board of 
Directors were: Russell Bennett, Earle Brown, Dorothy Binder, Elizabeth Carpenter, Martha Crone, 
Donald C. Dayton, Clinton Odell, Leonard Ramberg, Carl Rawson, Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg.

Friends officers elected at the board meeting following the annual meeting were Clinton Odell 
President, Donald C. Dayton Vice President, Mrs. Carroll (Dorothy) Binder Vice President, Martha 
Crone Secretary/Treasurer. Martha Crone was also in charge of membership and was editor of The 
Fringed Gentian™.  Membership at the time was 200. It was voted to give $500 to the Board of Park 
Commissioners to assist in maintenance of the Wild Flower Garden.

On  Feb. 26, Abe Altrowitz in his Minneapolis Star column announced that Martha Crone had been 
named one of 10 winners in the national awards of the Horticultural Travel foundation - nominated by 
the Minnetonka Men's Garden Flower Club.  The award was worth $100 off a fee for joining the 
foundation's European Garden Tour in the Spring.  That of course, was not practical so she did not 
participate.

During March the Garden office was broken into with damages being the broken window on the north 
side of the office, the cut wire that protected the window, and the loss of Martha Crone’s rock 
collection, some of which she found outside the office and in the wetland. (1, 3)

Spring 1955 

In the Spring Newsletter Vol. 3 No. 2, April 1955, Martha Crone wrote 
about spring bird migration, how the date of Easter is determined, 
Kumquat, Regal Lily, the various pests of the Garden and of the 11 
Trillium species present at that time, several of which are no longer 
extant.
On the topic of conservation she wrote:

With the advance of civilization the complete destruction of vast 
areas of native vegetation is inevitable. That Minnesota may retain 
more of that primitive beauty, let us use our influence for 
conservation of native plant life wherever it is still found. It is our 
heritage. Let us preserve it as we have received it, and pass it on, 
unspoiled, for the enjoyment and inspiration of future 
generations.

Clinton Odell noted that Martha would have two helpers in the Garden 
in 1955, many new seeds and plants were on order and that over 100 
additional aluminum plant labels were being added.

Minnesota Dwarf Trout Lily 
(Erythronium propullans) 

photographed in the Garden on 
April 25, 1955 by Martha Crone.
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On April 7, the first plants were in bloom: Snow Trillium, Hepatica, Red Maple and Skunk Cabbage. 
That same day she began her seasonal planting with 20 ferns - 10 Common Polypody and 10 Purple-
stemmed Cliff Brake.

In May Friends members received an invitation from Clinton Odell and Dorothy Binder for the first 
annual picnic and get-together to be held on Saturday May 14. Lunch was provided by the Friends and 
served at 12:15 at the Park Board shelter across the avenue from Wirth Beach. Following lunch, Martha 
Crone gave a tour of the Garden. On May 30th Martha Crone was interviewed on WCCO radio by 
Darragh Aldrick. Martha spoke about the Garden and her slide lectures about which she received many 
responses. (3) She estimated that 10,000 people came to the Garden each Sunday in May and offered 
thanks to Friends member Miss Gene Dorman 
who helped out on busy days (3). Those May 
visitation estimates seem wrong since her visitor 
count estimate for the year was 80,000, but her 
number of 10,000 could seem more reasonable if 
she meant all the Sundays of May in total.

During the spring Martha planted six species that 
were noted in her log for the first time and first 
time in the Garden also. Most are not native.

• Aster geyeri [Symphyotrichum laeve var. 
gereri] Geyer’s Aster no source listed, 
questionable if native, only one plant was 
ever collected -  in Lincoln County in 1891. 
Possibly what she had was var. laeve which 
is native.

• Asimina triloba, Pawpaw, not native, from the Three Laurels Nursery, Marshall NC.
• Chionanthus virginicus, White Fringe Tree, not native, same source. Extant.
• Maianthemum trifolium, Three-leaved Solomon’s Seal, native, no source. While this is the first 

time she listed the species, but she had remarked in her diary of June 4, 1942 that a man came to 
the Garden to photograph the Three leaved Solomon’s Seal that she brought in from her cabin at 
Cedar Creek, so this was not really the first planting.

• Ilex glabra, Inkberry, from Walter Lehnert, not native.
• Polypodium polypodioides [Pleopeltis polypodioides subsp. polypodioides] Resurrection Fern, not 

native, from the Three Laurels Nursery, Marshall NC.

Summer 1955 

In the Summer Newsletter (Vol. 3 No. 3, July 1955) Martha Crone wrote about the summer birds, 
Moneywort, the Tall Bellflower, what you would find blooming along the woodland paths from spring 
into summer, and potato seeds. About the value of the Wild Flower Garden she wrote:

The propagation of wild flowers or in other words the flowers that were here originally when 
white man came, is a worthwhile service to the community. Only a few varieties of wild flowers 
are normally found growing in any one locality. Rarely are there more than a few different sorts 
at anyone time in wild areas. Here is (sic) the Wild Flower Garden - in an area of only 13 acres, 
there is a greater variety of vegetation than can only be found in greatly scattered territories. 
This is the result of the introduction of hundreds of native varieties as well as many from other 
states which offer real advantage to the garden.

Hepatica Hill on April 17, 1955; photo by Martha Crone.
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In spite of the close proximity of plants 
which is necessitated by the endless 
varieties, the garden is being kept a place 
of beauty and wonder after natures own 
pattern. The irregularities of surface afford 
differences in light, exposure and moisture, 
thereby making it ideal for plants of many 
requirements.

She wrote of summer:

The golden summer when the days are 
long are here again. The dainty spring 
flowers have long since passed, and the 
deeper colors of summer flowers are now 
noted. Mingled with these are a number of 
white flowers all too little appreciated. They give us a source of light and restfulness, and serve 
to intensify the brilliant colors. In nature no colors clash.

On the development of the Upland Garden she writes:

When the upland or prairie garden was established ten years ago the area was a ticket of sumac 
and various other shrubs. These have been removed and thousands of typical prairie plants of 
various kinds introduced. Here the sun beats down all day and only the deep-rooted plants of 
the prairie will thrive. The success in growing these plants is to provide good drainage. 
However the annuals will not germinate readily during a dry spring and will be greatly lacking. 
Most perennial deep-rooted plants are best started from seed, since they are difficult to 
transplant. 

The prairie garden becomes colorful in midsummer when the spring flowers have gone and the 
shade in the woodland is so dense that very few plants will bloom there. 
Aside from the graveled trails leading to all parts of the area and a number of settees 
conveniently placed, it is kept as natural as any native prairie.

Martha gave a list of birds she noted nesting in the 
Garden: 

Indigo Bunting, Black-capped Chickadee, 
White-breasted Nuthatch, Catbird, Robin, 
Brown Thrasher, House Wren, Blue Jay, Wood 
Pewee, Phoebe, Crested Flycatcher, Downy 
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Pileated 
Woodpecker, Flicker, Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Barred Owl, Broad-winged 
Hawk, Ring-necked Pheasant, Red-eyed 
Vireo, Yellow Warbler, Northern Yellow-
throat, Baltimore Oriole, Cardinal, Field 
Sparrow, Eastern Green Heron, Wood Duck 
and Goldfinch.

Clumps of Showy Lady's-slippers (Cypripedium reginae) in 
bloom; photographed on June 10, 1955 by Martha Crone.

The Garden Office in the Fall; photographed on 
October 21, 1955 by Martha Crone.
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The Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was again seen adjacent to the garden where it nested some years ago. It 
had not been noted in this locality for many years. Lulu May Aler wrote that the bird first appeared in 
the area in 1936; then in 1939 it was seen in the Garden area and it appeared again in Martha’s 1942 and 
1943 diary notes.

Martha added one new species in the summer:
Asclepias viridiflora, Green Milkweed, native, from the Kasota prairie.

The summer was very hot and dry and Martha had to make use of the Garden water system
extensively. (2)

Autumn 1955 

In the Fall Newsletter (Vol. 3 No. 4, October 1955), Martha Crone wrote about the October flowers, the 
Ginseng Family, the Spider Flower, the Milkweed Family, and that the Hummingbird left the Garden 
on Sept. 8th, a week earlier than average.

The most unusual plant she obtained in the fall was:
Cladonia rangiferina, Reindeer moss, no source given, although Eloise had also planted it in 1924 
and 1927.

In the Minneapolis Tribune on Sept. 11, George Luxton wrote about the fall wildflowers mentioning 
Martha Crone and the Upland Garden where many could be seen. 

Martha reported setting out 1,120 new plants and numerous seedlings and another 100 aluminum plant 
markers. Some of those 1,120 plants were the new additions noted above. The remainder were species 
already in the Garden. She gave 24 illustrated slide lectures to clubs, garden groups, school groups and 
others, totaling over 1,300 persons with the largest group being 350 for an In Service Training Course at 
the Park Board. The dam she complained about last year at the end of the Pool was still not fixed and 
finally this plea - 

The Comfort Station facilities of the garden have been most deplorable for many years, 
becoming more so with the ever increasing attendance. The situation has been looked over and it 
is earnestly hoped that it will be improved this season. (2)

In her annual Friends of the Wild Flower Garden Secretary’s report (3) Martha stated there were 183 
members of the Friends. Also noted was the work being done on the new Fern Garden being developed 
in an undeveloped part of the new Upland Garden, with funds ($775) from a gift to the Friends from  
the Minnetonka Garden Club and the Little Minnetonka Garden Flower Club.(4)

She estimated over 80,000 visited the Garden, with mosquitoes being absent due to her new sprayer 
provided by the Friends and the fact that the weather was hot with extended dry spells. (3) The year 
was not extraordinarily dry, but there was just over 21 inches of precipitation whereas almost 28 inches 
in average. Her helpers in the Garden this year were Ken Avery and Robert Clark. (5)
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Photo at top of first page of 1955: The Upland Garden photographed by Martha Crone on Oct. 24, 1955. 
Note the chain link fence that marked the Garden boundary prior to the 1944 upland addition is still in 
place. A section of the fence was still there in 1993 and was removed and used to fence in the 1993 one 
acre addition to the Upland Garden.

Notes:
(1). Garden Log
(2). Annual Report to the Board of Park Commissioners dated Feb. 14, 1956 to Superintendent Charles 
E. Doell.
(3). Friends of the Wild Flower Garden Secretary’s Report - 1955
(4). That the money was a gift to the Friends was noted in Martha Crone's 1956 Secretary's Report and  
was also reported on Jan. 8, 1956 in George Luxton's column in the Minneapolis Tribune
(5). Martha Crone records at Minnesota Historical Society.
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1956 

Winter 1955/1956 

1956 is the 50th year of the Garden and Martha Crone begins her 24th year as Garden Curator. 

In the Friends’ Newsletter (Vol. 4 No. 1, January 1956), Editor Martha Crone wrote about last fall’s 
activities, Winter birds, Cardinal Flower, the Primrose family in the Garden, Kapoc coming from the 
Silk-cotton Tree, albinos among plants, and the Christmas Rose. About the current Winter Season she 
wrote:

November ushered in the winter rather hurriedly 
this year, even before the close of October, the 
ground was covered with a blanket of snow. Now 
this change is a preparation for winter-life and 
there need be no bleak or desolate aspect. 

Nature knows but two distinct changes, putting 
forth and withdrawing, and between these there 
is a constant transition. The season of withdrawal 
then is a fitting interpreter for the season of 
silence, when Natures voice is hushed and she is 
less responsive.

She then laid out the plan for the new Fern Glen which 
was begun last fall with funds ($775) from a gift to the Friends from  the Minnetonka Garden Club and 
the Little Minnetonka Garden Flower Club to the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden:

The making of such a garden will be a most delightful experience. An intensive program has 
been planned to establish many varieties of ferns, including some of the more elusive ones, 
which so often grow where no eyes can see them. The area consists of a gentle slope and some 
low land, being splendidly adapted to accommodate many varieties of ferns.

The Garden Office in Feb. 1956, photo by Martha 
Crone.
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There will be ferns for shade and sun. for dry soil and moist locations. Evergreen wood ferns 
and Christmas fern. The large graceful Ostrich fern sometimes called Palm of the North, the 
dainty maidenhair and a score of others.

The preparation of the area was started this fall (1955) but the early arrival of Winter has delayed 
completion until spring. Trails are planned to lead among the ferns, so they can be enjoyed at 
close range. This is a most fascinating undertaking and surely should help stimulate true 
appreciation of Natures most beautiful creations.

George Luxton added a note about the new fern garden in his Jan. 8 
column in the Minneapolis Tribune. He printed some of Martha's 
comments as written above. 

The Friends held their annual meeting on Tuesday Jan. 3, 1956 at the 
offices of the Burma Vita Company at 2318 Chestnut Ave. West, in 
Minneapolis. Elected to the Board of Directors were: Russell Bennett, 
Earle Brown, Dorothy Binder, Elizabeth Carpenter, Martha Crone, 
Donald C. Dayton, Clinton Odell, Leonard Ramberg, Carl Rawson, 
Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg.

Friends officers elected at the board meeting following the annual 
meeting were Clinton Odell President, Donald C. Dayton Vice 
President, Mrs. Carroll (Dorothy) Binder Vice President, Martha 
Crone Secretary/Treasurer. Martha Crone was also in charge of 
membership and was editor of The Fringed Gentian™

It was voted to give $500 to the Board of Park Commissioners to assist in maintenance of the Wild 
Flower Garden.

Spring 1956 

The Garden opened on schedule on April 1st but it was not pleasant as Martha made this note in her 
log:

Snow in garden 12 to 18 inches deep. 
Fresh snowfall of few days ago added to 
winter’s accumulation. Looks like deep 
winter.

By April 4 she could state: 

Snow all gone except in sheltered areas 
after thunder storm. No frost in ground, 
therefore no runoff, all water soaked in. 
Most satisfactory break-up I have 
experienced. (1)

Winter was not finished - On the 7th there was 
snow and cold with blizzards in the Northwest 

The new Fern Glen after some planting, photographed 
on May 14, 1956 by Martha Crone.

Friends director Donald Dayton, 
seated, with his brothers at the new 

Southdale.
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part of Minnesota but only a light snow in the Garden. On the 11th she noted Snow trilliums and 
Hepaticas in bloom and the new fern hill had been “disked and finished,” meaning the ground was 
cleared and ready for planting.

Her first plantings of the year occurred on April 12 when she put in 
Snow Trilliums, Hepatica and Dutchman’s Breeches. On April 17 she 
added a new species to the Garden:

Sarracenia minor, Hooded Pitcher Plant, not native, from Meyers 
Nursery via a source in Alabama.

Spring was very cool until May 9th when the temperature reached 72 
degrees, the warmest since the past October. She could open the 
windows of the office. On May 16 the Hummingbirds arrived back at 
the Garden - this was a date she usually tracked. By this time she had 
planted 1,537 ferns in the new Fern Glen.
Another new species for the Garden arrived on May 28:

Viola pubescens var. eriocarpa, Smooth Yellow Violet, not native, 
from Johnson’s Nursery, Mass.

In the Spring Newsletter (Vol. 4 No. 2, April 1956), Martha wrote 
about the easier wild flowers to plant in Spring, about the Striped 
Maple, Cineraria, Oleander, and Spring mushrooms. About the Spring 
season she wrote:

One of the loveliest sights in the garden after a gentle spring rain is the pushing thru the ground 
of young fronds of ferns, each rolled up like a miniature fiddle-head. Great numbers of Ostrich 
Ferns, Royal Ferns, Interrupted Ferns and Cinnamon Ferns (photo) in addition to 35 other 
varieties are well distributed throughout the garden. The swelling of the Red Maple buds is one 
of the first evidences of approaching spring and its bright red flowers open even while snow still 
remains in sheltered areas.

Summer 1956 

In the Summer Newsletter (Vol. 4 No. 3, July 1956) Martha wrote about the Summer birds, the 
Minnesota State Flower - the Showy Lady’s-
slipper (and that the Red Columbine was the 
runner up), the Blue Columbine of Colorado that 
she had successfully grown from seed, about 
Butterwort, and the Ginkgo Tree. About 
wildflowers she wrote:

A mistaken idea prevails that wild plants 
are scraggly and unattractive, but if 
relieved of the intense competition that 
prevails in the wilds and given room to 
develop in a congenial location, they 
quickly make luxurious growth, becoming 
compact and produce better flowers in 
great profusion. Outstanding examples are 

Cinnamon Fern (Osmundastrum 
cinnamomeum), Photo ©G D 

Bebeau.

The large bed of Bird's-foot violet (Viola pedata) in bloom 
in the Upland Garden, photographed on June 2, 1950 by 

Martha Crone.
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Hepaticas, Bellworts, Columbine, Lady's-slippers, Lobelias, Lupine, and various violets 
especially the Bird's-foot Violet.

The Summer planting was devoted mostly to putting in numerous plants of species already present in 
the Garden.

Autumn 1956 

In the Fall Newsletter Vol. 4 No. 4, October 1956, Martha wrote about 
Bird’s foot Violet (Viola pedata), Fall birds, American Spikenard (Aralia 
racemosa) [photo below], the twining direction of vines, Galax (Galax 
aphylla) and Oconee Bells (Shortia galacifolia). She wrote about the 
flowers of Autumn:

When the summer beauty of the garden is gone, the asters like 
star showers take over, the fields and woods are literally 
tangled with asters of white and various shades of blue. The 
cherry golden color of the golden-rods brightens the autumn 
garden. The golden-rods in the woods area bloom long after 
those of the prairie garden have passed. They appear like rods 
of gold withstanding frost and cold. Various species bloom 
continuously from July until October.

And then about a late season ramble in the Garden:

The late blooming plants seem to have saved up a great deal of 
surplus vitality for the grande finale, as tho to compensate for 
the bleak season ahead. The now shaded slopes where the sun rested in early spring before the 
trees leafed out and in sheltered glens where bloomed Hepaticas, Trilliums, Trout Lilies, Violets, 
Azaleas, Rhododendrons and countless others, now are 
taken over by dense colonies of White Wood Aster, Blue 
Wood Aster, Arrow-leaved Aster, Crooked-stemmed Aster, 
Zig-zag Goldenrod and Wreath Goldenrod, since they are 
all shade loving plants. Many others of the Composite 
Family - the most prodigious family in the floral world are 
in evidence.

Follow the winding trail thru the moist meadow and where 
Lady's-slippers bloomed earlier, and the Blue Bottle Gentian 
[photo right], Cardinal Flower, Blue Lobelia, and Red 
Turtlehead predominate. 

Many of the spring plants are now dormant and no trace of 
them can be found. The red, gold and maroon of the 
various trees adds the brilliant hues which asters lack. The 
Bittersweet vine on the border fence is covered with 
beautiful clusters of orange berries, which finally split open 
to display the brilliant red globes within. 

Blue Bottle Gentian, Gentiana 
andrewsii, Photo G D Bebeau

American Spikenard (Aralia racemosa), 
Photo ©G D Bebeau
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On open hillsides the clusters of bright red berries of False Spikenard contrast with the blue 
berries of Giant Solomon’s Seal and Cohosh. The ceaseless chant of insects is heard no more, the 
leaves frost crisped, drop from the trees, soon will the winter be on us, snow-hushed and silent.

Development of the new Fern Glen was proceeding rapidly. Martha wrote:

A total of 1,630 various kinds of ferns have been planted with utmost care in the new Fern 
Garden. Many varieties could not be obtained until fall and they will be set out before cold 
weather closes the season, while still others are to be planted next Spring. The full result of such 
a planting cannot be realized until they become firmly established. This new project has greatly 
stimulated both scientific and popular interest and encouraged other groups to undertake 
conservation plantings.

The total quantity and species count of the Fern Glen is tallied in a separate article about the Fern Glen. 
But a sampling of what was planted in 1956 shows this:

• Cinnamon Fern 112
• Crested Shield Fern 102
• Interrupted Fern 501
• Lady Fern 209
• Maidenhair Fern 229
• Spreading Wood Fern 102

In her annual Secretary’s report (2) Martha Crone 
stated that 4,509 new plants were set out. By the time 
she wrote this report at the end of the year, she had set 
in 2,161 ferns (included in the 4,509 total above). Of the 
$775 gift from the Minnetonka Garden Club and Little 
Minnetonka Garden Flower Club, she still had $251 to 
spend on more ferns. She believed there would be 
Winter loss on the new plants due to lack of snow so 
far.

She also noted that a St. Paul newspaper was carrying 
a weekly column about the Garden which would 
increase publicity about the Garden.(2)

In her annual report to the Park Board, she noted 
giving 14 illustrated slide lectures to clubs, garden 
groups, school groups and others, totaling over 700 
persons with the largest group the Big Lake Garden 

Club and Public School (200). Also noted was the work being done on the new Fern Glen being 
developed in an undeveloped part of the new Upland Garden. Another 100 plant markers were set out 
and she requested a telephone line for the Garden Office. (3)

On Nov. 14, Martha noted that the Bird’s-foot Violet bicolor (Viola pedata bicolor type) was still in 
bloom. [photo above] (1) That was her last log entry of the year.

In the Winter 1956/57 issue of the Friends Newsletter (Vol. 5 # 1, January, 1957) she summed up the 
past season with this:

Bird's-foot Violet bicolor (Viola pedata) noted in Martha 
Crones text. Photo ©Corey Raimond, Wisconsin Flora.
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One of the longest growing seasons has been experienced. There were no killing frosts after the 
first part of April and none until the middle of November. The early spring blooming plants 
remained in bloom unusually long since the spring was continually cool, and the late fall flowers 
had ample time to fully mature seeds before frost.

On October 13, Martha was honored by the Minnesota Horticultural Society where, at their 90th 
Annual Meeting, she received the Bronze Medal for achievement in horticulture. She had received an 
award of merit in 1954.

She had two helpers in the Garden this year - Ken Avery and Robert Clark. (4)

Photo at top of first page of 1956: The hillside of Interrupted Fern on June 9, 1953.  This was the site of 
Eloise Butler’s ‘fernery’ and still exists today.  Photo by Martha Crone.

Notes:
(1). Garden Log
(2). Friends of the Wild Flower Garden Secretary’s Report - 1956
(3). Annual Report to the Board of Park Commissioners dated Feb, 15, 1957 to Superintendent Charles 
E. Doell.
(4). Martha Crone records at Minnesota Historical Society.
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1957 

Winter 1956/1957 

1957 is the 51st year of the Garden and Martha Crone begins her 25th year as Garden Curator. 

In the Friends’ Newsletter (Vol. 5 No. 1, January 1957), Editor Martha Crone wrote about last year’s 
growing season, about the Barred and Great Horned Owl, how bayberry candles were made, the 
Persimmon Tree, planting our native ferns, Rhododendrons, and the Bitternut Hickory (Carya 
cordiformis). About the current Winter Season she wrote:

The greatest joy in winter-time is to think of the beauty of coming spring and summer when 
sunshine again floods the glens. New green and new spring flowers.

She reviewed the culture of growing ferns and where to plant various 
types of ferns, all of which species she was currently planting the in 
the new Fern Glen established the prior year. Friends President 
Clinton Odell wrote about the Achievement in Horticulture Bronze 
Medal Martha had received the previous October from the Minnesota 
Horticultural Society, one of two awarded in 1956.

The Friends held their annual meeting on Wednesday Jan. 2, 1957 at 
the offices of the Burma Vita Company at 2318 Chestnut Ave. West, in 
Minneapolis.

Elected to the Board of Directors were: Russell Bennett, Earle Brown, 
Dorothy Binder, Elizabeth Carpenter, Martha Crone, Donald C. 
Dayton, Clinton Odell, Leonard Ramberg, Carl Rawson, Mrs. Clarence 
(Ebba) Tolg.

Friends officers elected at the board meeting following the annual 
meeting were Clinton Odell President, Donald C. Dayton Vice 
President, Mrs. Carroll (Dorothy) Binder Vice President, Martha Crone 
Secretary/Treasurer. Martha Crone was also in charge of membership 
and was editor of The Fringed Gentian™

A rare 4-petaled Snow Trillium, 
photographed on April 22, 1957 

by Martha Crone. The Snow 
Trillium is usually the first spring 

flower.
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It was voted to give $500 to the Board of Park Commissioners to assist in maintenance of the Wild 
Flower Garden.

December of 1956 and January of 1957 were mild as Martha Crone noted in her log (1) and with a lack 
of snow. she also noted that Sparrows were bathing in pools of water after a rain.

Spring 1957 

On April 1 the Garden opened with no snow on the ground but 
the frost deep into the ground.. After the heavy snow of last Nov. 
15 there was little until March 15 this year, but April had three 
snowfalls. The Snow Trilliums were out on April 18 followed by:

Bloodroot, Pasque-flower, Dutchman’s Breeches, etc. 
Altho Hepatica were beautiful they lasted only a few days 
due to temperatures of 85 and 88 degrees. They were at 
their best Apr. 27 and 28.

On April 3 she noted her first planting of the year - 50 white 
Mertensia in various places from Mrs. Knudsen in Springfield Ill. 
[photo next page]  They were snowed under the next day with 7 
inches.

In the Spring Newsletter (Vol. 5 No. 2, April 1957), Martha wrote 
about the easier wild flowers to grow from seed, spring birds, 
suggestions for making bird houses for martins, wrens and 
bluebirds, Wild Ginger, Spring Orchids and a few edible wild 
plants. About Spring she wrote:

Mere words cannot describe the fragrance of the very breath of 
spring - a mingling of rain soaked soil just warming in the sun, 
and the early spring flowers. Commencing with the dainty little 
Snow Trillium, followed by countless others in swift procession. 
These early flowers are the most, delicate and the most admired 
for their beauty.

Martha noted the publication of a book by Edith Schussler about early 
life in Montana - “Doctors, Dynamite and Dogs.” Mrs. Schussler was an 
early pupil and a friend of Eloise Butler. She is pictured in the group 
photo at Eloise’s 80th birthday party in 1931 and she was also of friend 
of Martha’s. A letter to Martha from Edith is noted in the 1939 history.

Writing about the purpose of the Wild Flower Garden, Martha states:

One of the primary purposes of the garden is to help awaken an 
interest in the out-of-doors, among those who may not yet fully 
appreciate it. In the garden in a short time, first hand 
knowledge of wild flowers can be obtained in a relatively small 
area. Set in a picturesque wooded area, flowers are growing in 

The Yellow Lady's-slipper 
(Cypripedium parviflorum var. 

makasin) in bloom in the Garden, 
photographed on June 6, 1957 by 

Martha Crone.

A view of the path in Marsh with Marsh 
Marigolds, photographed on May 7, 1957 

by Martha Crone.
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as nearly a natural environment as can be created. A sufficiently simple 
method of determining plants will be found.Among other plants put in 
this Spring, the following were planted for the  first time in the Garden:

• Asarum shuttleworthii [Hexastylis shuttleworthii var shuttleworthii] 
Largflower Heartleaf, not native, from Three Laurels Nursery, Marshall 
NC.

• Diospyros virginiana, Common Persimmon, not native, same source. She 
just listed it as “persimmon” so we assume it was the common variety.

• Jeffersonia diphylla, Twinleaf, native, 3 plants. planted south of office 
which may be the place where they still grow today; from Mr. Johnson 
of the University of Minnesota.

Summer 1957 

In the Summer Newsletter (Vol. 5 No. 3, July 1957), Martha wrote about the progression of plants from 
Spring into Summer, how to plant Trilliums, methods of seed dispersal, the 10 showiest wildflowers, 
Coralroot, Indian Pipe, and again, the usefulness of the Wild Flower Garden. About Summer she wrote:

Summer is now singing its noon song, as it dreams of timid spring flowers now past. By the 
middle of July, midsummer is half-way between the first growth of June and September is 
ripening. Goldfinches are gathering the ripened thistle down to line their nests. This beautiful 
bird nests when others have already reared their broods. The parade of flowers that started in 
the woods has gradually moved out into the meadows, wood edges and open upland gardens. 
The colors deepen under the summer sun after the youth of spring is done.

Twinleaf (Jeffersonia 
diphylla), Photo ©G D 

Bebeau.

White Mertensia, (Mertensia virginica). Martha Crone planted 25 of them in 1957. Photo 
G D Bebeau.
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Friends President Clinton Odell received an award this past Spring and Martha wrote:

Mr. Clinton M. Odell, our president had the distinction of being awarded an honor plaque, for 
his many years service in conservation. It was presented by Mr. Cox, Past State Forester, in 
behalf of and during the 1957 Northwest Sportsman's Show. The Inscription on the plaque reads 
-

To Clinton M. Odell 
Courageous Crusader for Conservation

From the 1957 Northwest Sportsman's Show
This honor bestowed upon Mr. Odell is well deserved, for his many contributions to 

advancement of Conservation in many lines. His vision and enthusiasm have been the nucleus 
to help preserve our fast disappearing Natural Resources. He has kindled the interest of many in 

the great out-of-doors.

During the Summer, just outside the Garden, the Park Board built a water diversion pipeline that ran 
from Bassett’s Creek to Brownie Lake and was to be used to add water to the Chain of Lakes when 
necessary. Pumping began immediately in 1958. The line bisects that boggy area between the picnic 
grounds and the north side of the Garden, then follows a pathway toward Birch Pond running parallel 
to the west side of the Garden. The gravel path through that boggy area was put in during the winter of 
1975 when crews had to get in heavy equipment to remove diseased American Elms.

The Showy Lady-slippers bloomed later than average this Summer.  In his June 30 column in the 
Minneapolis Tribune, George Luxton wrote that the weekend of the 30th would be the last to see the 
blooms as recent heavy rains had been hard on them.  He quoted Martha Crone as saying  "Although 
they normally grow in swamps and wet woods, they can be grown successfully in gardens.  They will 
persist indefinitely when planted in a congenial situation." 
      
Luxton then listed her criteria for a congenial situation and he ended by saying "If proper conditions 
cannot be met it is well not to waste the plants, since they would soon disappear." Not mentioned in the 
planting requirements was anything about symbiotic relationship with certain soil fungus called 
“mycorrhiza.” This was not well understood at that time. He also noted that the collection had about 

(Left:) The northern 
meadow, site of the old Lily 

Pond is now bisected by 
the gravel path covering 
the large water diversion 
pipeline from Bassett's 
Creek to Brownie Lake. 
Eloise Butler’s Mallard 

Pool was on the far right 
side of the photo. Photo 

courtesy Google. 

(Right:) That gravel path in 
the early years could get 
very soggy during spring 

melt. In more recent years 
it has been built up a little 
better. Photo - Friends.
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100 plants which was one of the largest groups in the world and that "it is the pride and joy of Martha 
Crone, Curator of the gardens."

Autumn 1957 

During the Autumn Martha Crone added another 308 ferns to the new Fern Glen, begun the prior year, 
bringing the total to 2,468 and still had $138 of the original grant of $775 to spend. The telephone she 
requested in 1956 was added during the season so the office was no longer the smallest office in 
Minneapolis without a telephone, but it still did not have electricity. She gave 15 illustrated slide 
lectures to clubs, garden groups, school groups and others, totaling almost 1,200 persons with the 
largest group being the American Institute of Park Executives at the Leamington Hotel on Sept. 23. 
Back in March she had traveled to Springfield Illinois for a presentation to 200 at the Civic Garden 
Club. (2)

In the Fall Newsletter (Vol. 5 No. 4, October 1957), Martha wrote about wildflower conservation, which 
seeds are poisonous, plants to attract birds, the grouping of ferns and azaleas. She then reported on a 
plant census taken in a 100 x 200 foot area around the Garden office. It contained 163 different species 
counting all the trees, vines, shrubs and forest floor plants Her intention was to show how a small area 
can contain a large number of native plants (although the area around the office was probably one of 
the most saturated due to its location). She also added this:

Much has been said for and against mosquito spraying. It has been proven in the garden after 
several years of spraying, mosquitoes are kept under control without harm to birds, honey bees, 
yellow jackets, dragon-flies and various other insects. It is to be regretted that spraying doesn’t 
control gnats. (2)

It is not known what chemical Martha was using, whether it was DDT or something else, but it would 
just a few years before “Silent Spring” was published.

She wrote about the flowers of Autumn:

Henry Thoreau wrote of autumn sunshine as the glowing embers of summer's fire. A golden 
blaze has burned brightly for some time this fall, interrupted occasionally by much needed 
moisture. Nature has again corrected the drouth of the past several years. After this brilliance 
has passed a frost or heavy wind brings the leaves showering down to carpet the ground. The 
beauties of nature are an unending source of pleasure. Summer is gone until another year and 
steps of autumn can be heard. 

By the end of the season she had added 880 plants to the Garden. That included 348 ferns, of which 308 
went to the new Fern Glen. The other 40 were 15 Walking Fern that were planted elsewhere due to their 
special habitat needs and 25 Common Polypody that were planted around the 1917 Birdbath. On Nov. 
6, her last log entry, she noted the Norway Maple had turned yellow and was shedding leaves (1). She 
had planted the tree in 1949. A detailed history of the Fern Glen is in the appendix.

Martha had two helpers in the Garden this year - Ken Avery and Robert Clark. (3)
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Photo at top of first page of 1957: The wetland in Winter, photo by Martha Crone on Nov. 8, 1951.
Notes:
(1). Garden Log
(2). Annual Report to the Board of Park Commissioners dated Feb. 8, 1958 to Superintendent Charles E. Doell.
(3). Martha Crone records at Minnesota Historical Society.
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George Luxton’s June 30 1957 Article about the Wildflower 
Garden.
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1958 

Winter 1957/1958 

1958 is the 52nd year of the Garden and Martha Crone begins her 26th and final year as Garden 
Curator. 

In the Friends’ Newsletter (Vol. 6 No. 1, January 1958), Editor Martha Crone wrote about winter birds, 
the Brazil Nut, Twinflower, well known vegetables in the Mustard family, trees not affected by city 
pollution, pine nuts, the growth rate of popular trees, an easy way to propagate Large-flowered 
Trillium, and the difference between yams and sweet potatoes. About the Winter Season she wrote:

Winter is the most alluring season for a walk in the Wild Flower Garden. Along the silver-clad 
aisles of the winter woodlands one becomes conscious of the stillness and peacefulness of the 
white forest. The beauty of tree architecture can now be seen which the foliage concealed in 
summertime.

In her column on Winter birds she noted:

The mess-tables are in full operation in the Wild Flower Garden. The feeders are filled with 
sunflower seeds every day. Beef suet is hung nearby and peanut butter placed in convenient 
places. Millet seeds and crushed grain are placed on the ground in sheltered places for the 
Juncos. Save the seeds of Zinnias left over in the garden, the Goldfinches are very fond of them.

The Friends held their annual meeting in January at the offices of the Burma Vita Company at 2318 
Chestnut Ave. West, in Minneapolis.

Elected to the Board of Directors were: Russell Bennett, Earle Brown, Dorothy Binder, Elizabeth 
Carpenter, Martha Crone, Donald C. Dayton, Clinton Odell, Leonard Ramberg, Carl Rawson, Mrs. 
Clarence (Ebba) Tolg.

Friends officers elected at the board meeting following the annual meeting were Clinton Odell 
President, Donald C. Dayton Vice President, Mrs. Carroll (Dorothy) Binder Vice President, Martha 
Crone Secretary/Treasurer. Martha Crone was also in charge of membership and was editor of The 
Fringed Gentian™.

It was voted to give $500 to the Board of Park Commissioners to assist in maintenance of the Wild 
Flower Garden, the same amount as in past years since the founding of the Friends in 1952.
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Spring 1958 

In the Spring Newsletter, Martha wrote about the joy of Spring, birds, Oconee Bells (Shortia galacilolia), 
the ten easiest wild flowers to start a garden with, frogs, and Wild Leek (Allium tricoccum). She also 
wrote about Purple Loosestrife - words which in later years she may have regretted:

Altho the Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum 
salicaria) is not a native, it is a good 
plant to grow along streams, margins 
of ponds or in wet meadows. 
Especially where the competition is too 
severe for less aggressive plants to 
grow. The plant is a long-lived 
perennial, 4 to 6 feet tall and produces 
graceful spikes of purple or pink 
flowers. They bloom during July and 
August. 

When once established it is hard to 
eradicate and will crowd out other 
weaker growing plants. It can also be 
grown in garden borders where it 
remains smaller and does not readily 
spread. 

This six-petaled flower has 12 stamens of two different lengths, and the length of the single pistil 
varies in different flowers; this is termed by botanists as trimorphous. Only pollen from stamens 
of the same length can pollinate the stigmas, therefore each flower is sterile to its own pollen, 
thus ensuring the vigor of the race.

She wrote later that:

Spring in the garden was beyond compare with the twelve varieties of Trilliums, the many 
violets, Mertensia, Hepaticas, Marsh Marigolds and numerous others, it was a spectacular show. 
The ferns have never been taller or lovelier. The six-foot tall Pink Azalea was a mass of breath-
taking bloom being literally sprinkled with flowers of purest pink, fragrant and with long 
projecting stamens. The glowing patches of orange Flame Azalea followed.

Martha had opened the Garden on April 1st with the ground free of snow and the Snow Trilliums in 
bud. There had been heavy snow back in November 1957, but little thereafter. April 5th was a day of 
rain, turning to snow on Easter Sunday, April 6, leaving 2 inches on the ground. It was sunny the next 
day but heavy wind during the snow had brought down branches. The juncos were unaffected by the 
snow and wind. (1)

By April 14th, the Hepaticas were in full bloom. The Spring weather was ideal for the two weeks 
leading up to April 20, the trees were budding, there was no rain, the forests in Northern Minnesota 
were the driest on record. Then there was a killing frost on the night of April 22nd, and although the 
flowers seemed to be unharmed the buds on Oaks and Ashes froze. (1)

To illustrate the invasiveness of Purple Loosestrife, this photo of 
Birch Pond, just outside the Garden shows extensive growth; 

photographed on Aug. 5, 1950 by Martha Crone. Yet in 1958 she 
was still advocating it.
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Later in the Spring Martha planted one new species:
May 17 - Salix caprea, French Willow, not native, no source given.

She replanted on April 28 - 2 Ginkgo biloba, the Ginkgo Tree. The first ones from 1948 must have died.

Summer 1958 

In the Summer Newsletter (Vol. 6 No. 3, July 1958), the death of Clinton Odell was announced. Friends 
Vice President Dorothy Binder wrote the following:

With the death of Mr. Clinton M. Odell June 4th at the 
age of 80, the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden have 
lost their founder, their president and their most 
devoted and enthusiastic member.

All his life Mr. Odell had been concerned with 
conservation. He was awarded the plaque of the 
Minnesota Conservation Commission, April 1957, in 
recognition of his many contributions. His interest in 
the Wild Flower Garden began in his high school days 
for Eloise Butler was his botany teacher.

For many years Mr. Odell contributed privately to the 
Park Board's limited funds for maintenance of the 
garden. He was responsible for development of the 
Upper Garden, for the fence surrounding this garden 
and for the employment of extra manpower. Often Mr. 
Odell could be found in the Wild Flower Garden in his 
spare time digging weeds and helping Mrs. Crone the 
Curator with new plantings. He preferred this to 
playing golf with his friends.

With the future of the garden in mind Mr. Odell was 
instrumental in organizing the Friends of the Wild 
Flower Garden in the summer of 1952. He was its 
president until his death. It was his dearest wish that 
the Friends would guarantee the continuance of the 
Garden in the event of his death. Membership fees and 
donations would supplement the allocations of the 
Park Board and would continue the unique contribution the Wild Flower Garden makes to 
Minneapolis. 

The future of the Wild Flower Garden now lies with the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden. The 
memorial which would mean most to the man who gave so much of this time, his devotion and 
his money to the development of the Wild Flower Garden as a sanctuary and an educational 
project for Minneapolis is its continuance. Two or three years of neglect because of insufficient 
maintenance and the garden would be an overgrown mass of weeds, its significance lost, the 
labor of years destroyed. The challenge now lies with us.

Clinton Odell, shown with spouse Amy and 
daughter Moana, in the early 1950s at the 

Odell's 50th Wedding Anniversary.
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Dorothy Binder took over as president and Leonard Ramberg as Vice-President. Donald C. Dayton left 
the board at the end of the year.

Martha Crone wrote about the misleading fall foliage of Poison Ivy and Poison Sumac, causing many 
people to pick the leaves for displays without realizing the toxicity. She also wrote of cloves, Bloodroot, 
and which wildflowers to avoid trying to plant due to their requirement for acid soil.

In the Garden she noted the Showy-Lady’s-slippers in bloom on June 21, tying 1936 for a late bloom 
date, only exceeded by 1945 when they bloomed on June 28. She planted another 300 Interrupted Ferns 
(Osmunda claytoniana) in the new Fern Glen and July 8th was so cold she had to start a fire in office 
stove.

Autumn 1958 

In the Autumn Newsletter (Vol. 6 No. 4, October 1958), Martha wrote about the Walking Fern 
(Camptosorus rhizophyllus), White Cedar (Thuja occidentalis), Fall leaf color, the clearing and planting of 
the Upland Garden, the value of wilderness spots like the Wild Flower Garden and Fall birds. Since she 
was retiring as Curator at the end of the year, she summarized her planting work of recent years in the 
Garden:

Plants of many varieties have been purchased and 
given a start in the garden. Many more have been 
transplanted from wild areas that have been disturbed 
or cleared for building expansion, agricultural purposes 
or swamp draining. 

More specimens of those already established are added 
regularly, since mass plantings add greatly to the 
attractiveness of the garden. In the last twelve years 
38,650 plants have been set out. [in her report to the 
Park Board after the end of the year she listed 40,999 
(2)]

Some rare plants have been encouraged and are doing 
well, such as Galax, Oconee Bells, unusual Trilliums 
and various Orchids. 

Many notable successes are evident, among them the 
spreading of the Bloodroot and the Large-flowered 
Trilliums producing patches of gleaming white in the 
early spring. The many Hepaticas, Anemones, Azaleas, 
Rhododendrons, various Lady’s-slippers, Spring Beauty, 
Violets, Foam Flower and Running Myrtle are outstanding. 

The Blooming of the Azaleas and Rhododendrons was the center of attraction in spring as well 
as the Showy Lady’s-slipper, the Minnesota State Flower. All this abundance markedly 
contrasting with the preceding years when many aggressive weeds had the upper hand.

Martha Crone, photo ca1953.
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Included in those plants numbered above were 2,843 ferns that had now been placed in the new Fern 
Glen, 375 (all Interrupted Fern) just this past season. (3)

In her report to the Park Board, Martha Crone noted giving 13 illustrated slide lectures to clubs, garden 
groups, school groups and others. She acknowledged the passing of Clinton Odell and the 
contributions of the Friends . Although this would be her last year as Curator and her last report, she 
made no mention in the report to the Park Board of retiring - presumably it was well known (2).

Membership dues for Friends’ membership at this time were unchanged from 1952:
Active - $3
Sustainer - $10
Sponsor - $25
Builder - $100
Founder - $200
Benefactor - $500

Martha estimated that there were 80,000 visitors to the Garden this past season. (3)
Her last log entry as for November 14, which noted:

Warm, sunny, many plants still blooming. Witch Hazel in beautiful bloom yet. No severe frost or 
snow so far.

Her two helpers in the Garden this year were Ken Avery and Ed Brucklemyer who had last worked in 
the Garden in 1949. (4)

1958, with just 16.2 inches of precipitation was the driest year since 1910, but as of 2020, the year 1910 
still holds the record with only 11.54 inches of precipitation.

Photo at top of first page of 1958: Images of Martha Crone from various years in her career at the 
Garden.
Notes:
(1). Garden Log
(2). Annual Report to the Board of Park Commissioners dated Feb. 27, 1959 to Superintendent Charles 
E. Doell.
(3). Friends of the Wild Flower Garden Secretary’s Report - 1958
(4). Martha Crone records at Minnesota Historical Society.
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1959 

Winter 1958/1959 

Ken Avery begins his 1st year as Gardener.

The Winter of 1958-59 was very hard on the Garden Plants. 
There was a moisture deficit coming into the winter, a 
violent wind storm in November, little rain or snow in 
December and January with no snow cover left on the 
ground in January. Snow in February only lasted on the 
ground for the month. After the turn of the year the warmer 
winter sun, reaching a ground exposed due to lack of snow, 
caused much thawing and refreezing. Many perennials and 
shrubs were lost. Martha Crone wrote with optimism in the 
winter issue of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden's 
newsletter - The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 7 No. 1) - that 
“usually a cold early winter is followed by a balmy March 
and early Spring.”

At the beginning of the year, she retired as Garden Curator, 
after 26 years in the position and fifteen years prior to that as unpaid assistant to Eloise Butler. She 
made an appeal in the same newsletter:

There must be greater support to protect this bit of wild area and keep it in its natural condition. 
It is really a challenge to keep this Wild Flower Garden since we and the next generation need 
the beauty of our native flowers, many of which are disappearing in advance of our civilization.

The Friends held their Annual Meeting on Jan. 6th at the Walker Art Institute. Elected to the Board of 
Directors were: Russell Bennett, Earle Brown, Dorothy Binder, Elizabeth Carpenter, Martha Crone, 
Leonard Ramberg, Carl Rawson, Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg.

Friends officers elected at the board meeting following the annual meeting were Dorothy Binder 
President, Leonard Ramberg Vice President, Martha Crone Secretary/Treasurer. Martha Crone was also 

Martha Crone, retired Curator of the 
Garden. Photo ca. 1953 from Martha 

Crone Collectiion, MHS
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in charge of membership and was editor of The Fringed 
Gentian™. Mrs. Binder was a founding member of the Friends 
and became president the previous year upon the death of 
Clinton Odell, Friends founder and first president. At this 
meeting plans were “molded” for a memorial for Mr. Odell. 
(which would be installed in Summer).

It was voted to give $500 to the Board of Park Commissioners 
to assist in maintenance of the Wild Flower Garden, the same 
amount as in past years since the founding of the Friends in 
1952.

Spring 1959 

In the Garden, Ken Avery was beginning his first season as Curator (a title that would be changed to 
"Gardener" in 1965). He wrote in his annual report that as 1959 

was my first opportunity to place an order, I concentrated upon replacing those plants that had 
been destroyed during the winter.

However, I also planted some species which I believe should be represented in the Reserve but 
were not growing there at that time (1) 

(Ed. note: This term "Reserve" is a holdover from earlier days when 
the Garden was sometimes referred to as “The Eloise Butler Native 
Plant Reserve". Eloise had originally called the Garden “The Wild 
Botanic Garden” but early on changed it to "The Native Plant 
Reserve” when the teachers found it to be misleading.)

He also explained his use of existing plants:

The number of plants we obtained this way [Ed: outside 
sourcing] was dwarfed by the number we planted from our 
own material. These were propagated both by seed and by 
separating clumps of perennials, some of which had become 
so crowded that they had stopped blooming completely. It 
appears possible to increase some of our finest materials in 
this way. I intend to take full advantage of this in the future. 
(1)

As the new man in charge of the Garden, Ken Avery was highlighted 
in the Minneapolis Star newspaper's column "Town 
Toppers." (Column follows). A frequent reader of that column was 
then U. S. Senator from Minnesota Hubert Humphrey and Senator 
Humphrey sent Ken a letter in reference to the column (letter follows).

Clinton Odell with spouse Amy and 
daughter Moana. Odell family photo.

Snow Trillium (Trillium 
nivale).Photo G D Bebeau
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In The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 7 No. 2) 
Editor Martha Crone writes of Spring:

The Snow Trillium comes with the 
spring's first sunbeam, it blooms 
briefly, ripens its seeds and 
disappears for the rest of the 
season. The Song Sparrow is as 
much a harbinger of spring as the 
Robin or the Bluebird.” She also 
recommended that members plant 
a tree - “it is one of the most 
practical and economical methods 
of helping nature.

Summer 1959 

A memorial for Clinton Odell was placed on the central hill of the Upland Garden. Martha Crone 
purchased a memorial "settee" from the Mankato Stone Company with funds contributed by herself 
and 11 other friends of Clinton Odell. The bench, of native Mankato Dolomite, with memorial plaque, 
sits near a fountain and a large White Oak tree.

Contributors to the Odell Bench were: Elizabeth Carpenter, John T. 
Magaw, Ebba Tolg, Dorothy Binder, Wm. H. Hale, Mr. & Mrs. R. 
Leuthold, Mrs. C. S. Hoyt, George Luxton, Earle Brown, Mr. R. E. 
Cole, Mr. S. W. Dwinnell, Martha Crone.

The dedication was reported in the Minneapolis Tribune on June 14, so 
it was presumably held just a day or two prior. Friend's President 
Dorothy Binder was quoted speaking of Clinton Odell that he "put a 
good deal of his personal fortune and a lot of toil into the garden." 
"He was out there digging and pulling weeds on week-ends when 
other people were playing golf." The article gave a brief history of the 
Friends and of the Garden. [Copy of article follows]

In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 7 No. 3), editor Martha Crone includes a 
column on “bird notes” in which she says:

The vivid memory of another Spring is again past. Bluebirds were 
nesting in the Garden after an absence of several years. Their scarcity 
was noted everywhere for many years.

She reports on the Jerusalem Artichoke (Helianthus tuberous):

that is neither from Jerusalem nor an artichoke but that the flavor of the tuber is similar to an 
artichoke. It can be propagated like potato tubers and if undisturbed, it will spread rapidly. 
August is the time to plant Trillium, as long as you protect the roots from squirrels.

The Limestone bench in the Upland Garden dedicated to 
Clinton Odell, installed in the Summer of 1959.

At the dedication of the Clinton 
Odell bench. l to r: Dorothy 
Binder, Martha Crone, Amy 
Odell. Mpls Triibune Photo.
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We again hear her philosophy for the Garden:

The function of the Wildflower Garden is to provide such an 
area (wild) so the urbanites can find peacefulness and repose 
close at hand in the fields, woods and marsh of this area. It 
makes for richer and more interesting living.

Early summer temperatures were close to average but July through 
early September had above average temperature. Fortunately there 
was adequate rainfall including two rains over 2 inches each in 
June.

Autumn 1959

Martha Crone notes in The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 7 No. 4), that 
Autumn is the season of nostalgia.

Autumn is for understanding how well it is that each year 
should bring such a time for all growing things to pause and 
rest.

She discusses fall planting of such plants as Trillium, 
Mertensia and Lady’s-slippers, suggesting that Bluebells and 
Trillium be planted near together for effect. During the year 
Martha gave illustrated lectures about the Garden to 12 
groups, using her extensive slide collection.

Fall temperatures took a dip after mid-September with 
temps well below average in October and November. There 
was a heavy snowfall in early October followed by a killing 
frost that cut down many flowers before they were finished 
blooming. There was light precipitation after the first week of 
November and in December the temperatures were well 
above normal, seldom below 20 degrees and very little 
precipitation. There was no snow cover at the end of the year. 
Not a good autumn for next years plant growth and for 
winter protection - a similar situation to the prior year.
By the end of the year the Friends had added 4 new members
Martha noted some of the challenges facing the Garden this 
past year:

A difficult year was ahead considering the severe blow 
dealt the Garden due to weather conditions of the 
previous year. Lack of moisture during the Summer 
and a cold snow-less Winter. Great damage is to be 
expected which will take a number of years to remedy. 
These are the ups and downs the Garden meets 
occasionally. Here is a splendid opportunity for 
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden to help (2)

Ken Avery in the Garden - 
newspaper photo.
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Photo top of first page of 1959: 
The Upland Garden in Autumn 
on Oct. 15, 1948, from a 
Kodachrome taken by Martha 
Crone.

Notes:
(1). Annual Report of the Garden 
Curator to the Board of Park 
Commissioners 1959-60, to 
Superintendent Charles E. Doell.
(2). Friends of the Wild Flower 
Garden Secretary’s Report - 1959 
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HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
MINNESOTA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

June 24; 1959 

Mr. Kenneth E. Avery 
3912 S. Washburn Avenue 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dear Mr. Avery: 

I am a "Town Toppers" fan, and I came across this 
very interesting article about you. It is ama.zin� 
how the reporter who prepares these articles can 
pack so much information into such a limited space. 
But, I suppose when a person has had as busy a life 
as you have had, the main problem of the reporter 
is to limit the material. 

This is just a personal note to wish you well. Also 
I thought you might like an extra copy of the article 
for your family's scrapbook. If there is any vray I 
can be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate 
to call on me. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Hubert H. Humphrey 

Encl: 
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1960 

Winter 1959/60 

Ken Avery begins his 2nd year as Gardener. Both Sam Baker and Ed Bruckelmyer would help Ken in 
the Garden this year.

In the Winter of 1959-60 there was light precipitation after the first week of November, 1959 and in 
December the temperatures were well above normal, seldom below 20 degrees and very little 
precipitation. There was no snow cover at the end of the year. Not a good omen for the coming years 
plant growth and for winter protection. After the new year temperatures continued well above the 
average range, there were few snowfalls and snow depth was minimal for most of the winter. This 
would lead to plant loss in the spring.

Martha Crone wrote in the winter issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 8 No. 1), that “a wild flower 
garden is always a pride and pleasure and the finest heritage that can be passed on to the next 
generation.”

The annual meeting of the Friends was held on Jan. 5th, at the home of President Dorothy Binder. Mrs. 
Binder was a founding member of the Friends and became president in 1958 upon the death of Clinton 
Odell, Friends founder and first president.

Elected to the Board of Directors were: Russell Bennett, Earle Brown, Dorothy Binder, Elizabeth 
Carpenter, Martha Crone, Walter Lehnert, Russell Nye, Leonard Odell, Leonard Ramberg, Carl 
Rawson, Ebba Tolg. Mr. Lehnert would have a long association with the Friend’s Board. Leonard Odell 
was the son of Clinton Odell.

At the Board Meeting following, Dorothy Binder was reelected President; Leonard F. Ramberg (another 
founding member) was elected Vice-President and Martha Crone was reelected Secretary/Treasurer 
and she continued as editor of The Fringed Gentian™ and as membership secretary.
It was voted to give $500 to the Board of Park Commissioners to assist in maintenance of the Wild 
Flower Garden, the same amount as in past years since the founding of the Friends in 1952.

Spring 1960 

In the Garden, Ken Avery discovers that there has been extensive loss to the Trilliums during the 
winter. (The Winter of 1958-59 was also very hard on the Garden plants.)
In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 8 No. 2), Friends President Dorothy Binder notes that the Friends must 
work for new members. She outlines a plan for a day of conducted tours for members in the Garden 
and they need to bring along a potential new member. The outing is held on May 14th with great 
success and 24 new members are signed. In the same newsletter issue editor Martha Crone writes about 
Chicory and New Jersey Tea (photo next page) and she prints the poem by Blake:

The sun does arise
And make happy the skies

The merry bells ring
To welcome the Spring.
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Meanwhile, the weather returned to fairly average 
temperatures in the spring except for some abnormally 
hot days in April. Rainfall was not heavy but sufficient 
during the spring months.

In her positions as editor of the newsletter, secretary and 
treasurer of the Friends Martha Crone received numerous 
letters relating to membership and about her gardening 
skills. Here are two examples:

1) Robert Dassett (who would later be President of the
Friends 1971-1975) writes on May 18th.

 Enclosed is a check for $5 to enroll me as a Friend. 
A thousand dollars couldn’t even begin to repay 
for the wonderful hours spent in the Garden. I’ll 
cherish forever those moments spent on the paths 
in the Garden and also in your little cabin chatting 
about all sorts of wonderful things, but mostly about birds and flowers.

2) On May 21 Martha has a communication from Mrs. Ellsworth (Miriam) Bushnell in which she says
she is sending a bunch of corms that had not bloomed in ten years and could Martha identify them!

Martha Crone continued to be active in the Mycological Society and to give lectures about wildflowers 
to groups using her large slide collection that she had started in 1948. An example was an illustrated 
talk on mushrooms and the wildflowers at Eloise Butler given to the Societies annual meeting on May 2 
at the Walker Library. (Minneapolis Tribune)

Summer 1960 

Summer was kind to the Garden. There was adequate rainfall and temperatures were within the 
average range for the period except for some hot days in the last half of July. The “Violet Path” was dug 
up and replanted by assistant gardener Sam 
Baker. A large Bird's-foot Violet bed (Viola 
pedata) was renovated in the Upland Garden 
(not present today). Martha Crone had 
planted this species in the Garden 
beginning in 1933 and then extensively in 
1945 and later when she developed the 
Upland Garden. But Eloise had preceded 
her, beginning in 1907 and for many years 
during her tenure. Martha noted the work 
in her annual report (2):

Practically all of Violet Path has been 
redone as well as the large Bird's-foot 
Violet bed in the upper garden. 
Several other beds were established. 
Perhaps it is difficult to understand 

New Jersey Tea (Ceanothus americanus) 
Photo G D Bebeau

A large bed of Bird's-foot Violet (Viola pedata) established in 
the Upland Garden as photographed on June 2, 1950. 

Image from a Kodachrome slide taken by Martha Crone
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that compact beds of wild flowers soon are run out by more aggressive plants, therefore have to 
be replanted.

In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 8 No. 3), Martha writes to encourage groups to establish wildflower 
reserves and later in the year she would see some personal success from this. She had previously 
written in the Winter issue that

A wild flower garden is always a pride and pleasure and the finest heritage that can be passed 
on to the next generation.

She writes of “Summer in the Garden”:

There is a kind of pause as summer passes its peak and prepares to coast down through August 
toward September and the splendor of summer is gone. For summer reveals the maturity of all 
creation. The lazy air is still full of fragrance.

And for more variety she writes of porcupines and black bears. The Minneapolis Woman’s Club 
awarded Ken Avery a 2-week fellowship to the Audubon Camp during August 8 - 22.

During the summer a pair of Kasota Limestone 
benches dedicated to Clinton Odell, were 
placed near the bird feeders by the Garden 
Office. They replaced a pair of wooden 
"settees" that were situated at the time very 
close to the old Garden "office" in the 
Woodland Garden. Today the location is just 
off the patio area in front of the newer Martha 
Crone Visitor's Shelter, so one can use the 
current location of the benches to judge where 
the old benches were located. The old office sat 
where now is the flat patio area. The benches 
were presented by Odell’s daughter, Moana 
Odell Beim (Mrs. Raymond) in honor of her 
father. The inscription on the dedication 
plaque reads:

“In loving memory of my father, Clinton M. Odell devoted 
patron of this sanctuary. M.O.B.”A bird bath was added later 
in 1967, between the two benches, in honor of Amy Odell, 
Moana’s mother. Clinton Odell, the Founder of the Friends of 
the Wild Flower Garden, had passed away June 4, 1958. In 
1959 a bench in his honor had been dedicated in the Upland 
Garden.

During the Summer Ken Avery began to use wood chips to 
cover the paths in the Garden - paths which would be muddy 
and slippery in wet weather. He explained that the previous 
use of pea gravel by Martha Crone was OK but that in dry 
weather it would roll and be just as dangerous as mud. The 
chips from tree trimming were also in harmony with the 

The Settees of the old Office shown here 
in 1935. Photo Martha Crone Collection 

The pair of Limestone benches near the Visitors Shelter, 
installed in 1960 and dedicated to Clinton Odell. Photo G 

D Bebeau
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place. (1). Most of these chips were from elm trees and years later Ken's successor, Cary George, would 
replace elm with cedar shavings which absorbed a bit of moisture and stayed put, whereas the elm had 
a tendency to float around in wet weather. Cedar shavings came from the trimming of utility poles.

Autumn 1960 

In the fall, plantings of Trillium and Trout Lilies were
separated and more Trillium planted after the extensive loss 
in the past winter. Martha Crone noted the work in her 
annual report:

Many Trilliums were lost during the severe winter, 
these were replaced. A heavy layer of leaves is 
spread on the new fern bed to keep down weeds and 
stop erosion. Other plants in the prairie garden were 
covered with hay since the exposure to the winter 
sun is disastrous.

Many ferns were added to the new Fern Glen. Ken Avery 
set out 75 Ostrich Ferns, 150 Interrupted Ferns and 25 Lady 
Ferns. In 1955 the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden 
received a gift of funds from the Minnetonka Garden Club 
and the Little Minnetonka Garden Flower Club that Martha 
Crone used to create a fern glen in an undeveloped part of 
the Garden. Martha began this project in late 1955 
preparing the site and began planting in 1956 by setting out 
2,160 fern plants followed by 308 the next year and 
completing her endeavor on the project in 1958 when the 
total reached 2,844 fern plants. The fern glen is an 
amphitheater like hillside in the Northeast Corner of the Upland Garden. It now has an extensive tree 
canopy and a number of the ferns have died out over the years, but a large number still cover the 
hillsides.

Ken Avery's plantings brought the fern count up to 3,094 ferns provided, prior to any annual losses. 
The grant was $775, so that money bought a lot of ferns in the late 1950s. This 1960 planting completed 
the project that Martha had started in late 1955.

Ken noted in his report to the Park Board (1) the extensive attendance of children’s visits:

From the middle of April until after school is our we average at least five groups of children each 
day, such as Blue Birds, Girl Scouts, etc. While it is extremely difficult to estimate the total 
attendance for the year, I believe I am being realistic in saying that we had at least one hundred 
thousand visitors during this last season.

In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 8 No. 4), Martha Crone discusses the method for planting Trillium and 
criticizes the application of the name “Wake Robin” to the North American Trillium. Wake Robin is 
European and a member of the Arum Family. Friends President Dorothy Binder writes about the 
success of the May Open House and about Mrs. Raymond Beim’s gift of the stone benches to the 
Garden.

A view of part of the Fern Glen in 2012. 
Photo G D Bebeau
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Martha Crone gave five slide lectures about the Garden 
to various groups using her extensive collection of 
Garden slides. The Friends added 25 new members 
during the year and now had a paid membership of 180.

Fall temperatures were fairly average but with some 
warm and cold spikes, however there was light 
precipitation after the first week of November and in 
December. There was no snow cover through November 
and December except for one inch measured during the 
last week of the year. Not a good sign for next years 
plant growth and for winter protection. January and 
February 1961 were not much better.

Correspondence about establishing wildflower 
reserves:
Late in the year Martha Crone received notice from 
Lucille Walker of the Grand Marais [Minnesota] Garden 
Club that she had been elected an honorary member. The 
Garden Club had just established what they named “The 
Wild Flower Sanctuary” and Martha had given them some guidance in that endeavor; that contact may 
have come from Martha's advocacy of establishing wildflower reserves that she published in The 
Fringed Gentian™ earlier in the year. Martha received a letter on Dec. 20th from a Kenneth Lindsay of 
Milwaukee who had just joined the Friends and had received Martha’s welcome letter. In his letter he 
recollects his visit to the Garden years prior and how, as a result of that visit, he and his wife have 
developed their own wildflower garden.

Notes:
(1). Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners dated March 7, 1961, 
covering 1959 and 1960, addressed to Mr. Lucking, as the Superintendent position had been vacated by 
Charles Doell. Mr. Lucking is Greg Lucking, Parks horticulturist from 1940 to 1966.
(2). Friends of the Wild Flower Garden Secretary’s Report - 1960 

The Interrupted Fern - the last species 
planted in the Fern Glen by Ken Avery in 

1960. Photo G D Bebeau
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1961 

Winter 1960/61 

Ken Avery begins his 3rd year as Gardener. Both Sam Baker and Ed Bruckelmyer would help Ken in the 
Garden this year. Howard Moore is the new 
Superintendent of Parks for the Board of Park 
Commissioners.  Charles Doell had resigned in early 1960.

There was no snow cover through November and 
December of 1960 except for one inch measured during 
the last week of the year. This was not a good sign for next 
years plant growth and for winter protection. The first six 
weeks of 1961 were not much better. After mid-February 
there were two significant snow falls of 7 inches around 
the 17th and 6 inches around March 3rd. January had 
numerous days where the daily maximum temperature 
was above 40 degrees, but in February, things were not as 
warm as there were many days with sub-zero temperature 
minimums.

Editor Martha Crone, looking forward to Spring, wrote in 
the winter issue of The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 9 No. 1) 
that:

Wearied by winter’s drab and somber tone, this 
weathered look is soon erased when the sun 
mounts in the sky and we are again safe through 
the winter storms. Any day now there will be a 
whisper of spring in the wind and another winter 
has blown itself out.

In the same issue she wrote about cold weather birds - 
Chickadees, Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers, Blue Jays 

The old Garden "Office" in the depth of 
winter. March 9, 1953. Photo from a 

Kodachrome by Martha Crone.
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and Cardinals. She discussed a wide variety of other topics: Cardamom seed, Zodiacal light, Wild 
Passion Flower, Peanuts, Cashews and the Grand Marais Garden Club’s new Wildflower Garden. 
[Note: Late in the previous year Martha Crone received notice from Lucille Walker of the Grand Marais 
Garden Club that she had been elected an honorary member. The Garden Club had just established 
what they named “The Wild Flower Sanctuary” and Martha had given them some guidance in that 
endeavor.]

The annual meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held on Jan. 10th, at the home of 
President Mrs. Carroll (Dorothy) Binder.

Elected to the Board of Directors were: Kenneth Avery, Russell H. Bennett, Betty Bridgman, Mrs. 
Bernard Bowron, Earle Brown, Dorothy W. Binder, Elizabeth Carpenter, Martha Crone, Marion Cross, 
Whitney Eastman, Lloyd Hale, Walter Lehnert, Alice Martin, Leonard Odell, Leonard F. Ramberg, Carl 
W. Rawson, Mrs. Robert Strange, Ebba Tolg.

New directors Mrs Bridgman and Mr. Eastman would have a long history with the Friends Board.
At the Board Meeting following, Dorothy Binder was reelected President; Leonard F. Ramberg was 
elected Vice-President and Martha Crone was reelected Secretary/Treasurer and she continued as 
editor of The Fringed Gentian™ and as membership secretary.

It was voted to give $500 to the Board of Park Commissioners to assist in maintenance of the Wild 
Flower Garden, the same amount as in past years since the founding of the Friends in 1952.

Spring 1961 

In the Garden, Ken Avery reports that the spring flowers 
were not at their best due to the very cold spring weather. 
He was referring to April when daily temperature 
maximums were usually below the averages for those days. 
There was even a 5 inch snowfall around April 15th. Even 
in May and June the daily minimum temperatures were 
below average many days.

It was however, a very good year for spring birding with an 
unusually large number of species being seen. Ken reported 
that:

These birds are just as important to the Garden as are the 
flowers since at least as much interest is shown in them as 
in the flowers.

He further noted in his annual report (1) that “In light of 
this, I have enrolled in a course in Minnesota Birds at the 
University of Minnesota to increase my competence in this 
field.”

In the spring issue (Vol. 9 No. 2) of The Fringed Gentian™, 
Martha Crone writes about the Minnesota state bird - the common Loon and also about cliff swallows, 

Gardener Ken Avery - Newspaper photo

54



home gardens and the hibernation of turtles. She also notes "The trees in May offer many lovely sights, 
but none finer than when in bloom, especially the wild cherries, plum and hawthorn’s.”

Spring did eventually arrive. The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden hosted an open house on May 
20th and Ken Avery led a conducted tour of the Garden to great success. The Yellow Lady’s-slipper 
(Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens) was in bloom that day along with many other spring flowers.

Summer 1961

Summer was kind to the Garden again this year. There was adequate rainfall and temperatures were 
within the average range for the period with only a few days at the end of June when the temperature 
exceeded 90 degrees.
During the summer Ken Avery was at 
work re-digging the pools in the 
wetland area of the Woodland Garden. 
These were three small pools of open 
water maintained in the wetland for the 
pleasant effect and as an environment 
for specific plants.  In addition there 
was another larger pool at the back 
fence. They had silted in such that Ken 
reported one pool had a depth of only 
three inches.

[Note: The three small pools were 
originally dug out in 1946/1947 under 
the supervision of Curator Martha 
Crone, following the creation of a new 
trail through the wetland in 1946 - 
basically, the trail that exists today. She 
enlarged the pools in 1948. See the 
historic photos at right and more detail 
in our “History of the Wetland article.”]

Ken and assistant Ed Bruckelmyer re-
dug them to a depth of 18 inches. He 
also created a water channel between 
the three pools so that filling one pool 
would fill the others instead of having 
to fill each pool separately. (1) When 
rain was scarce, the pools could be 
filled with a hose lugged down the hill 
from the city water supply in the 
Upland Garden. Ken requested that the 
water lines be run down to the lower 
garden in his 1960 report to the Park 
Commissioners but it would be 1964 
before approval came.

Pool #3, dug in 1947, newly enlarged in 1948, shown on October 
19, 1948, just after the enlargement. Photo by Martha Crone.

A view of pool #3 two years later, on Mar 27, 1950, showing full 
spring vegetation. Photo by Martha Crone.
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The other new addition to the Garden was the replacement of the pit toilets with chemical toilets. Back 
in 1956 Curator Martha Crone had requested replacements for the pits. She wrote in her annual report 
on Feb. 14, 1956:

The 'Comfort Station' facilities of the garden have been most deplorable for many years, 
becoming more so with the ever increasing attendance. The situation has been looked over and it 
is earnestly hoped that it will be improved this season.

Ken Avery ordered a number of plants from Orchid Gardens in Grand Rapids Minnesota. All are 
Minnesota native; all had been previously growing in the Garden, and all were included on Martha 
Crone’s 1951 census of plants in the Garden at that time, 
however, most are no longer extant in the Garden. 
Ken Avery’s terminology given first, then the more current 
terminology if any. These included:

• Three-leaved Solomon’s Seal (Threeleaf False Lily 
of the Valley), (Smilacina trifolia - now classified as 
Maianthemum trifolium) Eloise Butler first noted this 
plant in the Garden in 1908. No longer extant.

• American Spikenard (Aralia racemosa). Replanted as 
recently as 2016.

• Threeleaf Goldthread (Coptis trifolia). Eloise Butler 
first planted this species in 1908 and noted the first 
blooms in 1910. No longer extant.

• Pink Moccasin Flower (Cypripedium acaule). Eloise 
Butler first planted this species in 1907, and in many 
subsequent years. Martha Crone first planted it in 
1936. No longer extant, photo at right.

• Fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium - now classified 
Chamerion angustifolium) Although a native plant to 
Minnesota, Eloise Butler's records show that she 
obtained plants of this species from Malden, Mass. on 
Sept. 4th, 1909. Martha Crone first planted it in 1933 
and in 1934 transplanted specimens collected on Isle 
Royal. Today the plant is still well established in the 
Upland Garden along Goldenrod Trail.

• Twinflower (Linnaea americana - now classified as 
Linnaea borealis  ssp. americana) This plant is becoming 
rare in a number of locales. It is on the “threatened or 
endangered list or actually extirpated in a number of 
states east of the Mississippi River. Martha Crone 
planted it in the Garden, first in 1933 and in subsequent 
years.   No longer extant.

• Monkey Flower (Allegheny monkeyflower or Square-
stemmed Monkey Flower) (Mimulus ringens). Eloise 
Butler introduced this plant to the Garden in 1910 
and noted the first bloom in 1911. Martha Crone 
planted it in 1933. 

Moccasin Flower (Cypripedium acaule). 
Photo ©G D Bebeau.

Western Oakfern (Gymnocarpium 
dryopteris) Photo ©Christopher Noll, 

Wisconsin Flora.
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• Rattlesnake Fern (Virginia Grape fern) (Botrychium 
virginianum) Martha Crone first planted it in 1935 and 
1936.

• Oakfern (Western Oakfern) (Dryopteris Linnaeana -now 
classified as Gymnocarpium dryopteris). Eloise Butler 
planted this species in 1908 and 1909. Martha Crone 
first planted it in 1933. No longer extant.

• Yarrow (Achillea millefolium). Yarrow is indigenous to 
the Garden area. Eloise Butler catalogued it on May 25, 
1907.

As an interesting aside - consider the prices paid in 1961: Most 
of these plants were $3.50 per dozen and the Three-leaved 
Solomon’s Seal of which Ken purchased 200, was 20 cents each.

In the Summer issue of the Friend's Newsletter, (Vol. 9 No. 3) 
Martha Crone reviewed Edwin Way Teal’s new book Journey 
into Summer (still in print) and discussed the cultivation of the 
Showy Lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium reginae), Azaleas and Sweet 
Fern.

Autumn 1961 

In 1960 Ken Avery experimented with planting Bunchberry Dogwood (Cornus canadensis). He 
considered the species to be a successful introduction and 
ordered a large number for planting in 1962. Martha Crone had 
first planted this species in 1933 and ‘34 and it was still on her 
1951 plant census. Evidently none of these have survived.

In the Friend's Newsletter, (Vol. 9 No. 4) Martha Crone writes 
on the Hermit Thrush and of the Maidenhair Tree (Ginkgo 
biloba), which tree she had planted in the Garden in 1948 and 
1958; also of herb gardens and the common tomato. She 
considers Autumn with these words:

Autumn’s smoldering blaze of brilliance after summer’s 
green has vanished is most noticeable where birches 
flaunt a trim of gold, mingled with the flaming scarlet of 
maple and bronzes of the oaks.” and quotes Ralph Waldo 
Emerson - “The beauty that shimmers in the yellow 
afternoon of October, who could clutch it? Go forth to 
find it, and it is gone.

Sigurd Olson’s A Need for Wilderness is discussed. Then there is 
an extensive section on the completion of the Fern Glen. In 1955 
the Friends received a gift of funds from the Minnetonka 
Garden Club and the Little Minnetonka Garden Flower Club 
which Martha used to create a fern glen in an undeveloped part of the Garden. She began planting in 
1956 by setting out 2,160 fern plants followed by 308 the next year and completing the project in 1958 

American Spikenard (Aralia 
racemosa) Photo ©G D Bebeau

Bunchberry (Cornus canadensis). 
Photo Robert Mohlenbrock. USDA 

NRCS PLANTS Database
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when the total reached 2,844 fern plants. Ken Avery added an additional 250 plants in 1960 bring the 
total planted to 3,094 before any losses.

Plants were arranged on the hilly area with Ostrich Fern, Cinnamon Fern and Royal Fern at the base 
where it is moist. Brittle Bladder and Bulblet Bladder were on a slope under an Oak. Lady Fern and 
Interrupted Ferns were on the steepest part, exposed to sun. In other spots were placed - Christmas 
Fern, Goldie’s fern, Hayscented fern, Narrow-leaved fern, Spleenwort, Silvery Spleenwort, Marginal 
Shield Fern, Spinulose shield Fern, Crested Wood Fern, Narrow Beech Fern, Bracken Fern and 
Rattlesnake Fern (Virginia Grape).

Martha’s final article in this issue was about Wahoo (Euonymus 
atropurpureus) and how after the foliage dries, the red seed 
capsules are displayed, each seed coated with the red of the 
Cardinal Flower - a color used on no other fruit or flower [in the 
eastern half of the United States]. These capsules are the size of 
burst popcorn and in the shape of 4-cornered hats, appearing in 
masses.

Fall temperatures were warm in October with a moderate amount 
of rainfall followed by heavy snow in December with December 
average snow depth around 8 inches, entirely unlike the previous 
winter when there was scant snow. Ken Avery stated in his annual 
report (1) that:

The Garden went into winter in good condition with plenty 
of moisture in the soil and we have excellent cover this 
winter. This snow that makes our lives so miserable is a gift 
from the gods to the plants and I expect the best spring bloom in years.

The Garden’s Purpose:
Some of Ken’s other statements in his annual report are worth noting. He stated that approximately 
100,000 people visited the Garden in 1961 and he said this to emphasize that the Garden is being used 
to near capacity.

On a busy Sunday the cars do not only fill our parking lot and the parking area at the spring, but 
also fill the parking area by Birch Pond and even line the road to the main Parkway.

Then he gives a bit of his philosophy which still holds true today:

Actually the number of people using the Garden is not nearly as important as the type of use the 
Garden receives. In the spring and fall teachers from schools from all parts of the state visit the 
Garden with classes from kindergarten through college. In the hours between school and 
closing, groups of Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, etc., make use of the Garden for their nature study. 
The garden clubs that visit the other gardens visit us too, but our educational service is unique 
among the gardens. We also provide one of the few places where someone who does not have a 
car can find some of the forest birds, or for that matter find a little peace and quiet.

Eastern Wahoo (Euonymus 
atropurpureus) Fall seed capsules. 

Photo G D Bebeau
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One final bit on new infrastructure was added to the Garden in 
1961. The restroom facilities at the Garden had always been, as 
Ken Avery put it, "the hole in the ground variety". This was 
replaced by chemical toilets which "I think it is a significant 
improvement." (1).

It would not be until 1973 when the existing structure was built 
with funding from the Friends, to house the facility. At year end, 
Friends membership totaled 165. One noted member who had 
passed away was Gertrude Cram. (2)  She was a friend and 
confident of both Eloise Butler and Martha Crone. History 
follows.

Notes:
(1). Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park 
Commissioners dated March 5, 1962, to Superintendent Howard 
Moore.
(2). Friends of the Wild Flower Garden Secretary’s Report - 1961
Photo top of first page of 1961 text: Entrance to the Fern Glen in 2012. Photo ©G D Bebeau

The Garden restrooms from 1973 that 
replaced the 1961 chemical toilets. 

Photo G D Bebeau

Left The upland in 1961. The loop path 
toward the upper right approaching 
where the new Fern Glen was being 
developed in the NE corner would be 
removed in future years. A new path 
through the Glen was made and is 

barely visible in the photo. 

The Odell memorial bench of 1959 is 
in place but still no visible path to the 
lone oak.  The Nordquist fountain will 

not show up until 1995. The little 
triangular area with branching side 
path noted in photo would also be 

removed in future years as would the 
long path paralleling the fence line.
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Gertrude Schill Cram 
15 Nov. 1888 - 6 Dec. 1961 

Eloise Butler and Gertrude Cram
We don’t know when the relationship between Eloise Butler and Gertrude Cram began but we know 
they knew each other quite well and for some time before Eloise’s death in 1933. In her Garden Log as 
early as 1921 Eloise Butler would report planting various plants from Isle Royal. She would also receive 
plants from the vicinity of Lake Superior. The ones from Isle Royal and perhaps some of those from the 
Lake Superior north shore would have come from Gertrude Cram. We know from correspondence that 
Mrs. Cram vacationed on Isle Royal each August, staying at the Rock Harbor Lodge. We do not know 
when she started staying there.

When Eloise returned to the East Coast after the Garden closed, part of her time there was spent 
securing plants for the Garden to be delivered the following year. Sometimes she would collect them 
herself and ship them to Mrs. Cram to be “heeled in” in Gertrude’s garden until they could be 
replanted the following year. It was the last such shipment by Eloise, in the fall of 1932, that would 
provide Mrs. Cram with an introduction to Martha Crone. Eloise had mailed from Malden some plants 
for Mrs. Cram’s garden plus, for the Wildflower Garden, some Stiff Aster, Aster linariifolius, and Butter 
and Eggs and asked Mrs. Cram to heel them in until spring. As the letter below indicates, Eloise also 
talked to Gertrude about Martha and Bill Crone, whom Eloise referred to in correspondence as "the 
Cronies.”

Martha Crone and Gertrude Cram
Mrs. Cram was never formally introduced to Martha Crone by Eloise Butler but Eloise talked to her 
about Martha. When Eloise died and Martha was given the job of Temporary Garden Curator, Mrs. 
Cram wrote in a letter to Martha dated April 23rd, 1933 about the appointment and about the plants 
she was saving for the Garden, including those she received from Eloise in the fall of 1932, and she also 
wrote in the same letter:

I have heard so much of you from Miss Butler that you seem like an old acquaintance. I am so 
glad to hear that you are to be in her beloved garden in her stead. - I trust for more than 
temporarily - for I am sure it is what she would have desired. (1)

Mrs. Cram then ends with this comment about Martha:

She (Eloise) said ‘you really should know her; she is a wild flower crank like you’. That tells us 
both what to expect, doesn’t it?
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Gertrude Cram could be hilarious in her correspondence. Instead of being a “gardener” she refers to 
herself and other gardeners as “dirt farmers.”

There is correspondence in the Martha Crone files at the Minnesota Historical Society in which Mrs. 
Cram communicates from Isle Royal that she has sent certain plants back to the Garden. This indicated 
that the process that had begun with Eloise Butler continued. Here are two examples:
1. In a letter posted from Isle Royal August 8, 1933 she writes:

By the Wednesday boat I am sending you a box of things, a funny one. It contains a sample of a 
number of plants of which you may or may not want more. . . . This is what Miss Butler used to 
call a ‘surprise’ package, I am sure. The tall yellow things on top of the box is (sic), I think, 
Lysimachia terrestis, (Swamp Candles) which Miss Butler asked for last year. The roots go to 
China. I don’t think I got much, for as I was groveling in the muck among sticks and roots I 
couldn’t seem to feel the ends of the ones I was blindly following.(2)

2. In a letter posted from Isle Royal August 25, 1935 she writes to Martha Crone:

There will be a box for you in this mail containing the Pinguicula and the Fragrant Fern. I have 
found the latter in only one place and not much of it so I had to be careful about robbing the 
treasury. It is not listed as rare so maybe in time I’ll find more of it, although I have been looking 
for other places for two years.(3)

The most exciting incident in their relationship must have been on June 13th, 1935; Gertrude had 
brought over 2 plants of Blue Cohosh (Caulophyllum thalictroides) and after planting them, they were 
held-up at gunpoint at 10:30 AM, by two young men who appeared to be students and robbed them of 
$7.

Their relationship was to last for a number of years. Martha noted Mrs. Cram's visits to the Garden as 
late as 1943. In May of 1942 she brought in 3 Showy Orchis (Galearis spectabilis) for the Wildflower 
Garden from her own garden. The Crones took her along on one of their weekly Wednesday visits to 
their Cabin at Cedar Creek on May 13, 1942 (4). Gertrude Cram passed away in 1961, two years after 
Martha retired as Garden Curator. She was a Friends member until her death.

References:
Martha Crone Papers, Minnesota Historical Society.
1. Letter April 23, 1933, from Gertrude Cram to Martha Crone.
2. Letter August 8, 1933 from Gertrude Cram to Martha Crone.
3. Letter August 25, 1935 from Gertrude Cram to Martha Crone.
4. Martha Crone's diary, 1942 and 1943.
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1962

Winter 1961/62 

Ken Avery begins his 4th year as Gardener. Temperatures in the first three months of 1962 were 
abnormally cold with the majority of the days below average - in early March by as much as 40 degrees 
below average. Even then, there were consistent small snowfalls but after mid-February the snow 
machine in the sky really turned on. There were numerous snowfalls of five inches or more and in late 
March the snow depth was over 26 inches. This weather continued into mid-April.

Former Curator Martha Crone is editor of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden's newsletter, The 
Fringed Gentian™. In the January 1962 issue (Vol. 10, No. 1), reflecting on the January moon - the Snow 
Moon - she writes:

January is a period of quiet and repose. Nature is only sleeping, since its work is done for the 
present, while we enjoy a cheery fire of logs during the long nights. February’s cold often sinks 
to a low level in this area staying there for long spells adding a fresh sparkle to the earth’s 
blanket of snow. Yet before long its winter into spring, especially if we think of the quotation by 
Coleridge -

And Winter, slumbering in the open air, 
Wears on his smiling face a dream of Spring!

She also included articles on the Poinsettia, Herring Gulls, 
Amaryllis, turnips and reviewed two books - Edwin Way Teale’s 
“North with the Spring” (still available) and “Wild Flowers” by 
Homer D. House. As Martha was quite fond of mushrooms, her 
mushroom article debunked the notion that you can test for a 
poisonous mushroom by seeing if it will tarnish a silver spoon. 
Actually, she writes, it is the sulfur in mushrooms that tarnishes 
and some of the most deadly contain less sulfur than the edible 
ones.

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held their annual 
meeting on March 13th at the Walker Art Center, 1710 Lyndale 
Ave. So., Minneapolis.

Elected Board members were: Kenneth Avery, Mrs. Carroll 
Binder, Mrs. Bernard Bowron, Mrs. Donald (Betty) Bridgman, 
Russell H. Bennett, Earle Brown, Miss Marion Cross, Elizabeth 
Carpenter, Martha Crone, Whitney Eastman, Lloyd Hale, Walter 
Lehnert, Alice Martin, Leonard Odell, Leonard Ramberg, Carl 
Rawson, Mrs. Robert Strange and Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg.

At the Board Meeting following - Officers elected were: Walter E. Lehnert President, Mrs. Clarence 
(Ebba) Tolg Vice-President. Mrs. Martha Crone Secretary-Treasurer.

A $500 donation was voted on to go to the Park Board for Garden maintenance.

Wirth Park at the Garden drive, Jan. 27, 
1951. Birch pond is down the slope off 

the right side of the photo. Photo from a 
Kodachrome by Martha Crone.

63



Spring 1962 

Ken Avery noted in his annual report (1) that on Wednesday April 11th for his first time, he had to close 
the Garden due to weather. A blizzard made the garden road impassable, but he opened the next day 
and by the weekend things were more normal. Due to the heavy snows of late winter and the cold of 
early spring he noted in his year-end report to the Board of Park Commissioners that:

The late snows of last spring slowed the bloom of the very earliest flowers a few days but by late 
April they were opening from four days to a week early and continued to do so throughout the 
season. This is quite unusual as the late spring and summer flowers usually bloom at close to the 
same day each year regardless of the early spring weather.

May was quite wet and the rest of summer was more normal. A May exception was May 12th when the 
Friends of The Wild Flower Garden had a tour of the Garden for members and friends. Although the 
early flowers were past, the Trilliums, Marsh Marigolds, blue bells, Foam flowers, Jacob’s Ladder, 
Spring Beauty, Blue Phlox, Columbine, and Ostrich ferns already five feet high were all very good. 
Martha Crone reported that

The tour was well attended, many coming from great 
distances. The weather was ideal and many flowers were 
in bloom. such a tour greatly serves to acquaint the 
members and friends with the value of the Garden. (2)

In the Friends Newsletter, (Vol. 10 No. 2), Martha wrote:

Once again the sunshine of spring days, the singing of 
birds, the sweet aroma of the woods and the joy of 
blossoms. There is jubilation in the springtime when 
fleecy white clouds sail across the blue sky.

She also noted it was the time of bird migration; she discussed 
Oleander (Nerium oleander), a plant you could grow in pots and 
tubs; the June Beetle, Cherimoya (Annona cherimola), a delicious 
fruit; the effect of picture windows on birds; how to make a 
colorful spring flower display and spring mushrooms, 
especially the morel.

Summer 1962 

In the Garden, Ken Avery developed a policy of re-introducing 
species that had once grown in the Garden but over time, had 
disappeared.(1) In addition he added new native species to the 
Garden. In 1962 the following made his list but none are extant.

• Bunchberry or Dwarf Cornel (Cornus canadensis ) Ken 
also planted this in 1960, Martha Crone planted it in 
1933 and ’34 and Eloise Butler noted its presence in the Garden in 1910.

The path leading into the wetland in 
the Woodland Garden on May 7, 

1957, photo from a Kodachrome by 
Martha Crone.
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• Yellow Lady’s-slipper (small flowered) (Cypripedium 
parviflorum var. makasin). Planted by Martha Crone in 1933, 
’34, and ’36 and by Eloise Butler in 1911.

• Wintergreen (Spicy Wintergreen or Eastern Teaberry) 
(Gaultheria procumbens) Native, but not indigenous to the 
Garden. Martha Crone planted it in 1934, 1937. [photo in 
Autumn section below]

• Grass of Parnassus (Parnassia palustris) Native, but only to 
the northern part of the State.

• Arctic Bramble (Arctic Blackberry) (Rubus arcticus) this one 
was a stretch as it is native but only found in a small 
number of northern Minnesota counties, but it has a 
charming flower - see photo.

• Beaked Hazelnut (Corylus rostrata - now - Corylus cornuta 
ssp. cornuta) Native plant to the area. Eloise Butler had first 
planted this in the Garden on May 9, 1910.

In the Friends' newsletter, (Vol. 10 No. 3), Martha Crone wrote:

August has a look all its own, field and meadows are 
turning from green to yellow. Meadows waysides are aglow with golden-rods mingling with the 
blue and purple of asters. Birds songs are no longer heard to any extent, yet the air is full of 
insect music, outstanding of which is the whirring crescendo of the big cicada, as well as the 
chirps of crickets, katydids and grasshoppers.

She discussed the scarcity of Bluebirds and the destruction of their nests, but noted the movement to 
erect boxes for them in the proper habitat. An endeavor that would expand greatly in future decades. 
She also wrote about the Hermit Thrush, Kalanchoe carnea, for indoor planting, Safflower (Carthamus 
tinctorius), the skies of August, and following the flowers north with the spring.

Autumn 1962 

In the Friends' newsletter, (Vol. 10. No. 4), Martha Crone, remarked 
on Autumn hues -

Beyond a doubt October is the finest month of the year. The 
direct and blazing rays of the summer sun now slant only 
warmly upon the earth, the cool nights are refreshing and 
have put an end to insects. The temperature promotes 
steadiness of weather, when lovely golden days and clear 
nights are likely to follow on another, and already there is a 
hint of the change to take place.

She also writes about the Minnesota State Bird, the Common Loon; 
(see 1961 Vol. 9 #2 also) about the Monarch Butterfly and its 
migration and the different generations of monarch that migrate 
north vs migrate south (this before all the migration details were 
generally well published). She writes of the Christmas Cactus 
(Zygocatus truncatus), the Autumn equinox, poisonous mushrooms, 

Arctic Blackberry (Rubus arcticus) 
Photo ©Joshua A. Horkey, 

Wisconsin Flora.

Spicy Wintergreen or Teaberry 
(Gaultheria procumbens) 

©Christopher Noll, Wisconsin 
Flora.
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and winter birds.

Friends president Walter Lehnert, extended a welcome to all new members of the Friends and 
encouraged all to visit the Garden before it closed for the season. Friends' secretary Martha Crone, 
wrote to the Superintendent of Parks, Mr. Howard Moore, that the water supply in the Garden needed 
to be extended to the far reaches.(2) At that time it only served the upland prairie part of the Garden. 
This request echoed Ken Avery’s request in 1961.

Ken Avery reported that while the number of Garden visitors was down during the wet spring, the 
following summer days made up and the 100,000 visitor mark of the previous year was made. The fall 
months were dry with little snow in November and December (only one 5.5 inch snowfall in 
November). The Garden water supply was turned off when the first frost was predicted so the plants 
could not be given extra water. Ken wrote: (1)

This, added to the sparse snow cover which we have as this date [Jan. 28, 1963] may spell 
disaster for many of our biennials. We covered them of course, but this is really no substitute for 
the protection given by a good blanket of snow.

He noted that the Garden had added a 36 inch rotary mower and had a trailer made for it. Ken would 
use this to cut parts of the upland Garden. [Mowers have long-since vanished from the Garden, but 
before the use of fire to control aggressive prairie shrubs, the area was mowed.] Lastly, he noted that he 
expected to keep the same assistants as in the past year and since “their proficiency increases each year, 
I am looking forward to an excellent season in 1963.” (1) His chief assistant was Ed Bruckelmyer, who 
would work with Ken until 1970. [Photo next page]  The other assistant was Sam Baker.

Membership in the Friends was reported to be 166 , with 20 new members having been added during 
the past year. (2)

Notes:
(1). Annual Report of the Garden 
Curator to the Board of Park 
Commissioners dated Jan. 28, 1963, 
to Superintendent Howard Moore.
(2). Friends of the Wild Flower 
Garden Secretary’s Report - 1962

Above:  Ken Avery, left; Ed Bruckelmyer, right. Photo courtesy 
Muriel Avery.
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1963 

Winter 1962/63

Ken Avery begins his 5th year as Gardener. .

Temperatures in the first two months of 1963 were abnormally cold with the majority of the days below 
average. Jan. 23 recorded a record low for that date of -31F. 
Even then, there were consistent small snowfalls through 
mid-February. March brought more normal temperatures.

Former Garden Curator Martha Crone as editor of the 
Friends newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™ writes in the 
January 1963 issue (Vol. 11 No. 1) about the necessity of 
feeding certain birds, both feeder types and ground 
feeding types such as the Junco. She also recommends to 
start feeding Pheasants before too many perish in the 
winter snows - a comment that today makes us realize 
how much wildlife used to be in the close environs of the 
city. She quotes from Henry David Thoreau:

Even in winter we maintain a temperate cheer and 
a serene inward life, not destitute of warmth and 
melody. Only the cold evergreens wear aspects of 
summer now, and shelter winter birds.

She also included articles on the Sea Onion, an unusual and little used house plant; on plants that cause 
allergies; on unusual fruit; on winter house plants and on the woolly caterpillar.

Dorothy Binder, past president of the Friends, contributed the text of her letter to the editor of the 
Minneapolis Tribune on the passing of columnist George Luxton, whose columns acquainted many 
persons with the Garden.

The Junco, Photo G D Bebeau.
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The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held their annual meeting on March 12th at the Walker Art 
Center, 1710 Lyndale Ave. So., Minneapolis.

Elected Board members were: Kenneth Avery, Mrs. Carroll (Dorothy) Binder, Mrs. Donald Bridgman, 
Russell H. Bennett, Miss Marion Cross, Mrs. Elizabeth Carpenter, Martha Crone, Whitney Eastman, 
Walter Lehnert, Alice Martin, Leonard F. Ramberg, Carl Rawson, Mrs. Robert Strange and Mrs. 
Clarence Tolg and Alvin R. Witt. 

Alvin Witt would later be deeply involved with the construction of Martha Crone Shelter in 1968-1970.

20 new members joined the Friends during the past year. A $500 donation was voted on to go to the 
Park Board for Garden maintenance.

Officers elected at the Board meeting were:
Walter E. Lehnert President,
Mrs. Clarence Tolg Vice-President,
Mrs. Martha Crone Secretary-Treasurer. Martha Crone would continue as editor of The Fringed 
Gentian™ and as membership secretary.

Spring 1963 

Ken Avery opened the Garden on April 1st. His project for 
the season was to replace the low fencing along the paths, 
moving from wooden posts with twine between them to 
steel posts with plastic line. That would save effort of 
replacing posts every few years and the twine every year. (1) 
This was an interesting experiment because years later he 
would revert to posts and rope in some places, no fencing in 
most places. Steel he later realized was just not pastoral 
enough.

In the Friends Newsletter, (Vol. 11 No.2), Martha Crone 
wrote:

After having anxiously waited for Spring there is a 
tenderness at last in the blue of the sky, there is the 
fresh smell of moist woods soil warming in the sun. 
In the still leafless woods, the alders, hazel and birch 
hang out their slim catkins, releasing storms of 
golden pollen, even before bees, insects and 
butterflies are about.

Whoever plants a tree and takes care of it is a public benefactor and deserves thanks from 
present and future generations.

She then provided a review of the Handbook of trees of the Northern States and Canada by Romeyn B. 
Hough. She wrote words of caution about chemical weed control, particularly around the sensitive 
paper birches. In her “Bird Notes” she mentioned the wonderful songs of the Bobolink and then 
referred to the decimation of the Whooping Crane population. Wouldn’t she be interested in the work 

Gardener Ken Avery, newspaper 
photo.
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being done today in Wisconsin to restore the population! The success with the Trumpeter Swan 
restoration was noted.

A favorite topic of Martha’s was the establishment of wild gardens. She mentions some species that 
must be included but her main comment is that:

The wild garden to be truly successful, must look as if it just grew. It requires planning and a 
willingness to study the needs of various kinds of wildflowers.

A conducted tour of the Garden was held on May 11th, but the weather was cold and rainy and 
attendance was light. (2)

Weather: Temperatures were above average in late March and early April, but when May came, also 
came the rains. May was very wet, but after that rainfall was below normal for the summer.

Summer 1963 

Ken Avery developed a policy of re-introducing species that had once grown in the Garden but, over 
time, had disappeared. In addition, he added new native species to the Garden. In 1963 the following 
made his list and four are shown here:

• Bog Rosemary (Andromeda glaucophylla now Andromeda 
polifolia var. glaucophylla) Native, originally planted in 1909 
by Eloise Butler and in 1933 by Martha Crone.

• Christmas fern (Polystichum acrostichoides) Native 
Originally planted by Eloise Butler in 1908 and 1909 and 
by Martha Crone in 1934 and ’38. It is listed on MN DNR 
“threatened” List. Extant.

• Monkey Flower (Mimulus ringens) Native. Eloise Butler 
planted in 1910, Martha Crone in 1933. Extant.

• Rosy Twisted stalk (Twistedstalk Lily) (Streptopus roseus 
now - Streptopus lanceolatus var. longipes). Native. [Photo 
next page]

• Trailing arbutus (Epigaea repens). Native. Martha Crone 
tried to introduce this plant many times, first in 1933. The 
last of those plants had been eliminated some years ago by 
mice. [Photo next]

• Twinflower (Linnaea americana -now- Linnaea borealis ssp. 
americana) Native. Ken first planted it in 1961, Martha 
Crone planted it in 1933, 34, 36, 37. This plant has been 
very difficult to establish in the Garden. Cary George also 
tried but the plant is no longer extant. [Photo next page]

• Twisted stalk (Streptopus amplexifolius) this one is native but only found in a small number of 
northern Minnesota counties, most in the Arrowhead.

• Winterberry (Ilex verticillata) Native. Indigenous to the Garden area, planted a number of times 
by Eloise Butler and Martha Crone. Minnesota’s only native holly. A favorite of Ken’s. Extant.

Bog Rosemary, (Andromeda 
polifolia). Photo ©Joanne Kline, 

Wisconsin Flora
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In his annual report to the Park Board (1), he echoed Martha Crones thoughts of 25 years before [See 
Summer - 1938] when he wrote of the benefits of school groups visiting:

In the past year the Minneapolis Schools in particular, have made greater use of the area as a 
living museum of our native flora and fauna. I was asked to give tours to 27 grade school classes 
as well as 7 women’s clubs and many Scouts, Brownies, etc.

In the near future (1967) the number of groups coming would be so large that Ken would report 
overload with the note that:

110 groups visited the Garden with the greatest number being grade school, 3rd grade and up. 
The rest were Brownies, Bluebirds, Scouts, Garden Clubs, Kindergarten Classes, High School 
and College Classes. (Note 3)

In the Summer issue of the Friends' newsletter, (Vol. 11 No 3) Martha Crone wrote:

The lazy air is full of fragrance, outstanding is the sweet smell of corn pollen from fields and 
gardens and the honey smell of clover. It really takes from June to August for the earth to warm 
up, then plants mature quickly.

She discussed the scarcity of certain song birds due to the increased use of pesticides and weed poisons 
and with this writing she is abreast of and ahead of Rachel Carson’s works.  But back in 1957 she had 
written:

Much has been said for and against mosquito spraying. It has been proven in the garden after 
several years of spraying, mosquitoes are kept under control without harm to birds, honey bees, 
yellow jackets, dragon-flies and various other insects. It is to be regretted that spraying doesn’t 
control gnats. (4)

Rosy Twisted Stalk Lily, 
(Streptopus lanceolatus). Photo 

©Robert W. Freckman, 
Wisconsin Flora

Twin Flower (Linnaea borealis). 
Photo ©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin 

Flora

Trailing arbutus (Epigaea 
repens). Photo ©Aaron Carlson, 

Wisconsin Flora.
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We do not know what chemicals were used in the Garden during the earlier years. She wrote about the 
pesky Geometrid Moth that comes out of its underground cocoon in late summer. Another article 
concerned experimental plantings that had been done in the Garden (under her prior care). She wrote:
"Plantings made experimentally in the Wild Flower Garden and elsewhere during past years have 
proven that plants native elsewhere will prosper here. To mention a few -“

• Dwarf Trillium (Trillium nivale) which was supposed to have its northern limits in southern 
Minnesota has been moved to within a short distance of the Canadian Border with success.

• Several varieties of native Azalea and Rhododendron from North Carolina have been well 
established.

• Galax (Galax aphylla) and Oconee-bells (Shortia galacifolia) also from the Carolina mountains.
• Yellow Trillium (Trillium luteum) native to the Smokies and rated not to grow elsewhere. 

Perhaps more significant than the flower is the remarkable foliage of the Yellow Trillium.
“This will contradict the well established idea that these plants do not thrive in this area.”

Martha had all of these in the Garden when she was curator. The Shortia and most of the 
Rhododendrons are no longer extant. She then provides a list of easily grown wildflowers for the home 
garden.
Weather: Temperatures were in a normal range during the summer. Rainfall was heavy in May, 
including one storm of over 3 inches of rain, but June and July were very dry. The year would end with 
precipitation below normal.

Autumn 1963 

In the Friends' newsletter, (Vol. 11 No. 4) Martha Crone, remarked in The Loom of Autumn -

There is no need for melancholy at this season when the season comes to a close. Look about and 
find the new growth already advanced toward another year. The fronds of ferns well formed 
and tightly coiled. The buds on trees and shrubs, as 
well as basel [sic.] plants of many others waiting for 
the warm sun of springtime for them to grow again.

She also writes on conservation:

We received from the hands of nature a marvelous 
continent, overflowing with an abundance of wild 
life. But it is not ours to destroy if we choose. It is our 
duty to preserve it for the benefit of ourselves and 
also for those who come after us.

Friends president Walter Lehnert, appealed to members to 
let he or Martha Crone know about any native location about 
to be “worked” so that native plants could be salvaged. He 
wrote:

Only in sanctuaries such as Eloise Butler Wild Flower 
Garden and in bits of untillable land here and there, 
have they been able to survive.
 

Above: A portion of the Fern Glen in 
June 2012. Photo: G D Bebeau
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Martha also noted the progress of the Fern Glen and that it was reaching a stage of fine development. 
[Background: In 1955 the Garden received a gift of funds from the Minnetonka Garden Club and the 
Little Minnetonka Garden Flower Club that Martha used to create a fern glen in an undeveloped part of 
the Upland Garden. She began this project in 1956 by setting out 2,160 fern plants followed by 308 the 
next year and ending her part of the project in 1958 when the total reached 2,844 fern plants. Ken Avery 
competed it in 1960.]

Appreciation was extended to the members of the Minnetonka Garden Club who provided funds for 
most of the fern plantings. To winter protect the fragile young ferns Ken Avery had the area heavily 
covered with oak leaves each fall since 1961. The leaves would serve as mulch in the coming years. 
Moth crystals were spread to discourage the mice. Today, the area has filled in with other plants and 
larger trees but still has a number of ferns.

Ken Avery reported that the number of Garden visitors during the year was estimated to be 110,000 - an 
increase of 10% over 1962.(1) He continued to see an increase in the use of the Garden by schools and 
youth organizations. A new situation was that in late fall the road from the parkway to the Garden 
parking lot was closed for the winter months. Locals soon found a new use for the hill leading to the 
parking lot as a safe, convenient hill for sledding. The area itself was a great place to observe nature. In 
later years he would report that the winter popularity of the area would result in some vandalism and 
overuse.

Ken's chief assistant during 1963 was Ed Bruckelmyer, who would work with Ken for number of years.

Weather: October and November were warmer than normal with very little precipitation. The first 
snow did not fall until December and then not much, but December turned much colder than normal 
so the snow stayed on the ground to protect the plants. Total precipitation for the year was about 23 
inches - about 4 inches less than average.

The Friends ended the year with 190 paid members. A number of new members were recruited by 
Betty Bridgman who sent our over 400 letters explaining the Friends' purpose to groups and 
individuals in her area.(2) At June 30 of this year, the Friends had membership income of $1,388 for the 
past year and had spent $1,502, which includes the $500 sent to the Park Board.

Notes:
(1). Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners  dated March 23, 1964, to 
Superintendent Howard Moore.
(2). Friends of the Wild Flower Garden Secretary’s Report - 1963
(3). The Fringed Gentian™, Vol. 17 No. 3.
(4). Annual Report to the Board of Park Commissioners dated Feb. 8, 1958 to Superintendent Charles E. Doell.
Photo top of first page of 1963: A view of the Upland Garden on July 30, 1950, from a Kodachrome by Martha 
Crone.
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1964 

Winter 1963/64

Ken Avery begins his 6th year as Gardener. 

In 1964 the Park Board assigned the area surrounding the Garden to the care of the Gardener. The 
expanded area of control for the Garden is outlined in gray on the map. This area quadrupled the space 
for the Gardener to take care of (Ken had assistants at this time - but was to lose them in later years.) He 
also had problems with visitors to the area - persons he termed “undesirables.” His main problem was 
twofold - 1) the parking lot at the bottom of the entry drive to the Garden (the purpose of which was to 
serve the Great Medicine Spring but the spring was frequently dry so few water enthusiasts went there) 
and 2) motorcycles. Ken explains it best:

The lot "will only hold two or three cars but is rather secluded and a high percentage of those 
using it seem to be “undesirables”--we remove more beer cans, wine bottles, etc. from this area 
then we do from our larger parking lot.

He then requested that the area be closed to parking. [Note: This problem would not go away until the 
lot was actually closed in the mid-2000s].

The second and more urgent problem is that of motorcycles on the foot paths in the area. I am 
sure that on some of the nicer Sundays last Spring as many as 50 would race through the park. 
They would go through in packs of a dozen or more scaring any living thing in their proximity 
and driving all peace and quiet out before them. I feel that if something isn’t done soon they will 
make the park of little use to anyone who isn’t on a motorcycle.

He offered some suggestions such as placing posts with cables between to prevent them from leaving 
the paved roads. (1)  Ken routinely came to the Garden in the winter to check on things and fill bird 
feeders. He noted sighting some uncommon birds during the winter at the Garden: Tufted Titmouse, 2 
Goshawks and a Great Horned Owl. He also observed a red fox near the Garden Office. (2)

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held on March 2nd at the 
Minneapolis Athletic Club. The Board members elected were: Kenneth Avery, Dorothy Binder, Russell 
H. Bennett, Martha Crone, Marion Cross, Elizabeth Carpenter, Whitney Eastman, Loyd Hale, Walter E.
Lehnert, Mrs. George Ludcke Sr. (Jessie), Alice Martin, Leonard Odell, Elizabeth Reed, Leonard F. 
Ramberg, Carl Rawson, Mrs. Robert Strange, Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg and Alvin Witt.

Officers elected at the board meeting were: Walter E. Lehnert President, Mrs. Clarence Tolg Vice-
President, Martha E. Crone Secretary - Treasurer. Martha Crone continued as editor of the newsletter 
and membership chair.

Martha Crone reported that 27 new members had joined the Friends during the past year. $500 was 
approved for Park Board use toward maintenance of the Garden.

In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 12 No. 1), Martha Crone wrote:

The long winter months provide ample opportunity for observation of many interests. How 
pleasant to enjoy a warm fireside and watch the unfolding moods of weather. All this pleasure is 
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missed by those living in areas of no-season-change. How unbelievable it seems in the severe 
cold and silent nights of January and February, that in a few months we shall be looking forward 
to the first flowers of spring.

She also writes about Sesame seed, Silk-worm cocoons, the lily and rose families, the completion of 
Highway 61 from Minnesota to Canada [See information below in the Spring section for the 
connection] and of how birds accomplish the tasks of clearing the bark of trees to control insects.

Weather: The first snow did not fall until December 1963 and then not much, but December turned 
much colder than normal so the snow stayed on the ground to protect the plants. The lack of heavy 
snow continued into the first quarter of 1964 with never a snowfall exceeding three inches and the total 
season being less than 30 inches. Temperatures were warmer than normal.

Spring 1964 

With the beginning of this Garden Season, Ken Avery had more 
ground to cover with the expansion of the area under the 
Gardener’s control. Outside of the fenced area of the Garden 
proper, this new area was the surrounding wild area west to 
the Parkway, north to Glenwood Ave. and east to the picnic 
grounds. Ken was in favor of this change. In fact he considered 
it an important milestone -

.. one rivaling, if not exceeding, in importance that of the 
addition of the Prairie Garden in 1944." 
He added - "This quadrupled the area we have to work 
with and makes it possible to treat the entire area as one 
integrated unit. We of the Wild Flower Garden are eager 
to assume this task.....we have always felt that the chief 
value of this area was for the study and appreciation of 
nature. Now that the Board has passed the motion 
dedicating it to this end, we are planning to adjust all 
maintenance activities toward this goal. It will not 
require any great change but just that all activities be 
paced to show greater respect for the ecological 
relationship of the area and to exploit all of its 
possibilities as a natural area. (1)

On April 12th a fierce gale hit the Garden and later many evergreen trees showed the effects of 
scorching by the wind (2). Other than that the weather was typical for the time of year but under 
average for rainfall.

The Friends put on a “Conducted Tour” of the Garden on Saturday May 16th for Friends members and 
their friends. Martha Crone wrote:

The weather was perfect and the many spring flowers were at their best... The Pink Azalea 
(Azalea vaseyi -now Rhododendron vaseyi) was in fine bloom. The ferns were uncurling their 
fiddle-heads, just in an interesting stage, the Ostrich Fern and the Interrupted being unusually 

The expanded Garden maintenance 
area is outlined in gray. Map from 1987 

MPRB Garden Guide.
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lovely. Many hours were spent by many in this picturesque wooded area, in admiration of the 
attractive natural arrangement.

Ken was also busy with spring tours. He reported that he helped

approximately 60 grade school classes, 5 High schools, 20 youth groups, and 8 adult groups on 
tours through the Garden. There are, of course, many groups that come through with a 
competent leader and need little, if any, assistance. Considering that the Garden was started by a 
group of teachers who wanted to preserve an area where they could study nature, I think that 
the increase in scheduled tours by such groups is most gratifying. (1)

In the Spring issue of the Friends Newsletter, (Vol. 12, No. 2) Martha Crone wrote:

A world of green tender things and soft winds and the sound of streams that we have not heard 
for many a month. The starting again of Nature’s cycle of growth. Winter is past, a turning point 
is reached. Spring is loved the most, when newness of buds and green leaves are everywhere 
and there is a sudden sweetness in the air.

Spring rushes by so swiftly, one must be alert to greet it. The lovely budding time soon reaches 
the tide of the season. That breathless moment, just as plants are actually emerging. The 
atmosphere of promise, the tightly-curled fronds of ferns one day, the next day bursting out. The 
spring flowers are treasured the most. One can never do full justice to the springtime, it passes 
altogether too quickly.

She also included her usual “Bird Notes”, mentioning the Baltimore Oriole and the Indigo-bunting 
which had a favorite place to nest in the Garden. She wrote about mushroom hunting in the Spring, the 
Planting Moon of Spring, Water Chestnut, notes on Sigurd Olson’s 
book Runes of the North, and then included an article titled A Cabin 
on the Shore. When her land and cabin at Cedar Creek sold, 
sometime in the fall of 1963 or winter of 1963/64 (3) Martha 
acquired some land with a pleasant cabin on the North Shore of 
Lake Superior, just off Highway 61, about 15 miles from Canada, 
at the town of Hovland. She wrote:

In this world of tension, what a pleasant relief to come to 
this refuge away from the city noise and bustle. Here is 
found solace in silence. Having searched for many years for 
a place where can be seen sunrises and sunsets across the 
lake. Northern lights, clear cold water and a rock-bound 
coast similar to the coast of Maine. This was it. The cabin is 
build on a shelf of rock above the water’s edge, high 
enough to be safe from the waves. Surrounded by the 
beauty of sky, water and forest which can be seen from 
every window of the cabin, also looking across the lake 
toward the south can be seen the islands stretching away 
into purple distances. From this, one never tires.

The Cedar Creek area where 
Martha Crone sold her property to 

the University of Minnesota
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Summer 1964 

Ken Avery had developed a policy of re-introducing species that had once grown in the Garden but 
over time, had disappeared. In addition, he added new native species to the Garden. In 1964 the 
following made his list and some are shown here. The names Ken used are given first followed by any 
more recent name changes or alternate names.(1)

• Black Chokeberry, Aronia melanocarpa. Eloise Butler noted it in 1910. Native and extant.
• Dog Violet, Viola conspersa (Viola labradorica). Planted by Eloise Butler a number of times 

beginning in 1907, then by Martha Crone beginning in 1933. Native. Photo next page.
• Gray Goldenrod, Solidago nemoralis. In the Garden at the time of Martha Crone’s 1951 census. 

Native and Extant.
• Northern White Violet (Smooth White Violet), Viola pallens (Viola macloskeyi ssp. pallens). 

Native. Photo next page.
• Pin Cherry, Prunus Pennsylvanica. First planted by Eloise Butler in 1909. Native and extant.
• Pink Stemless Lady-slipper (Moccasin Flower), Cypripedium acaule. Planted many times by 

Eloise Butler beginning in 1907 and by Martha Crone starting in 1936. Ken previously planted it 
in 1962

• Sandland Violet (Hooked Spur Violet), Viola adunca. Native. Photo next page.
• Silverweed, Potentilla anserina (Argentina anserina). First planted by Eloise Butler in 1914. Native. 
• Sweet White Violet, Viola blanda, planted by Martha Crone a number of times beginning in 

1933. Native.
• Trailing arbutus, Epigea repens. Planted by Martha Crone in 1933 and later. Also planted by Ken 

in 1963. Native
• White Butterfly Violet (Hooded Blue or Meadow Violet), Viola papilionacea (Viola sororia). First 

planted by Eloise Butler in 1910 and by Martha Crone in 1934. Native
•

During the summer Ken and his helpers, principally Ed Bruckelmyer, were able to add a considerable 
amount of plastic pipe to supplement and extend the Garden watering system, finally bringing a water 
supply down to the Woodland Garden. Previously they had to run hoses from the water connection in 
the upper Garden.  In the Friends Newsletter, (Vol. 12 No. 3) Martha Crone wrote:

The summer Garden: Spring flowers are through blooming and the forest is deepening and there 
is shade and shadows. Midsummer flowers take to the open as woodlands become too shaded 
for blossoms. From then until frost a constantly changing panorama is seen.

Along the North Shore of Lake Superior near 
Hovland where Martha Crone purchased a 

cabin.

A view of the Crone cabin on Lake 
Superior as it looked in 2014.  Photo 

Nick Wander.

76



Each season seems to reach a peak and then end, but just beyond we can sight new loveliness. 
Each season has its own treasures.

She also included articles about the Spring Garden Tour, a “bird notes” column, the evergreen damage 
from the spring storm, what a bulb is and the difference between bulbs, corms, tubers and rhizomes.

During the Summer Minneapolis Star columnist Abe Altrowitz wrote on July 23 about his experiences 
with Eloise Butler but he began his column with this:

This is vacation time for the bald-headed fishing addict, but the weather keeps the shoreline 
loaded with bathers and I hie myself to an old, old haunt - the Eloise Butler Wildflower 
Garden...But the surroundings are very much the same as I remember them from way back 
when.

He then goes into his remembrances of Eloise "she was a plumpish little lady who reminded me of 
England's Queen Victoria." [Full column at end of text]

Another columnist took an entirely different approach to the Garden - it was too quiet! Jim Kimball 
writing in the Minneapolis Tribune on June 25 said:

Most Minneapolitans have not seen the most relaxing and one of the most beautiful parts of their 
city's parks - the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden in Theodore Wirth park...When you climb to 
the high point it is startling to see the Minneapolis skyline so close at hand. It also is a place 
where one can sit and be satisfied with the world and all that is in it. But somehow I was not 
satisfied. Not satisfied because more people should be enjoying it.

He speaks of Ken Avery who "seems to have a genuine feeling for the place...His ambition is to have a 
little bit of wilderness where people can come and in serenity, enjoy the plants, birds and wildlife.”
Then Kimball goes on to say that there is plenty of room to expand the garden, make room for more 
trails, etc. It needed more experts - botanists, ecologists - to do it better and bring in more people. 
"Certainly in our metropolitan area there is ample biological talent to provide leadership in making the 
garden even more beautiful...It is a thing of beauty. It could be much larger and it could be the most 

Macloskey's Violet, (Northern 
White Violet) (Viola 

macloskeyi) Photo ©G D 
Bebeau.

American Dog Violet (Viola 
labradorica). Photo ©Mark 
Feider, Wisconsin Flora.

Sandland (Hooked Spur) 
Violet (Viola adunca). Photo 

©Emmett J. Judziewicz, 
Wisconsin Flora
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unusual and beautiful feature of the Minneapolis Park system." I would wonder what Ken Avery, who 
was giving him a walk-around, thought of all that? [Full column follows text]

Summer weather was typical for the period with several rains over 2 inches in late August and Early 
September.

Autumn 1964

Ken Avery estimated that 150,000 people visited the Garden during the season and this included people 
visiting the new area added to the control of the Gardener outside the Garden fence. A work crew was 
available to him for trimming and removing trees and dying limbs and they also removed any dead 
elms that were in the Garden.

In his annual report he again requested that a mail station be erected for the Garden. There was not any 
way for mail for the Garden to actually be delivered so it ended up in various places such as the Park 
Board Office and the Golf Course Chalet in Wirth Park and was thus extremely delayed. Ken’s 
comments were:

Last spring when one of my assistants was golfing he visited the Chalet at Wirth Golf Course 
and while he was there one of the attendants remembered that some mail addressed to the 
Garden had been delivered there at the Chalet. He looked through the desk and found what he 
hoped was all of it. Some of it had been delivered a couple of months earlier and required 
answers. Then about a month ago my assistant again visited the Chalet and again they 
remembered that they had some mail for us. One of the letters was mailed last spring requesting 
information on the possibility of a conducted tour of the Garden last June. Needless to say the 
only answer I could send now was one of apology. (1)

He went on to conclude that future incidents would only lead to a very poor public image. The Garden 
never did get a mail box to this day.

In the Friends Newsletter, (Vol. 12 No. 4), Martha Crone wrote:

When the summer has grown old the mellow days of early autumn cast a glow of color over the 
trees and shrubs. The sumacs covering hillsides are most outstanding in their flaming color. 
Only a few embers of summer remain, yet the golden blaze of color burns brightly for sometime. 
Each season has its own beauty and this is beyond compare. After the foliage has dropped, 
vistas are opened that have been obscured during the summer months.

She also wrote articles about what a gardener should do at the close of the growing season, about 
bananas, Herring Gulls, the Tangelo, and the Colchicum autumnale lily. (Autumn Crocus - which is not 
native to the northern states. It flowers in the fall after the leaves die back.)
In regards the Park Boards annexation of abutting land to the Garden she said:

The Garden has existed for many years and is prospering and with combined efforts can be 
further developed. The time to preserve this bit of remaining wilderness is now or it would be 
gone forever. If we fail to secure these natural features and suffer them to be destroyed, no 
power on earth can restore them. Conservation cannot take a holiday. It is too vital an issue. We 
have every reason to be proud of this little section set aside to show in years to come what our 
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native area looked like. It is only fitting that we should increase our efforts toward bigger and 
better accomplishments.

Weather in the fall was not vastly off-average; one rain was over 2 inches in early September but it was 
drier that normal with the year ending below average in precipitation.

Notes:
(1). Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners dated March 12, 1965, to 
Superintendent Howard Moore.
(2). The Fringed Gentian™, Vol. 12 No. 3 July 1964
(3). In 1936 Martha and Bill Crone acquired 40 acres of land at Cedar Forrest and in subsequent years 
build a small cabin and log bridges to reach it from the surrounding wetland. In 1961 the University 
inquired about purchasing the Crone land for inclusion in what became the Cedar Creek Ecosystem 
Science Reserve.  Complete article on our website.

Photo top of first page of 1964: A view of the woodland marsh on Nov. 8, 1951, from a Kodachrome by 
Martha Crone.
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1965 

Winter 1964/65 

Ken Avery begins his 7th year as Gardener.  In 1964 the Park Board assigned the area surrounding the 
Garden to the care of the Garden Curator (1). This new area went to Glenwood Ave on the north, 
Glenwood Drive (now Theodore Wirth Parkway) on the west and east to the picnic grounds. [map in 
1964 history] This area quadrupled the space for the Gardener to take care of. In the Friends’ 
Newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 13 No. 1 Jan. 1965) editor Martha Crone wrote:

The joy of acquisition of land adjoining the garden is the realization of a dream of many years. 
The garden has existed for many years and is prospering and with combined efforts can be 
further developed. The time to preserve this bit of remaining wilderness is now or it would be 
gone forever. If we fail to secure these natural features and suffer them to be destroyed, no 
power on earth can restore them. Conservation cannot take a holiday. It is too vital an issue. . . . 
We have every reason to be proud of this little section set aside to show in years to come what 
our native area looked like. It is only fitting that we should increase our efforts toward bigger 
and better accomplishments.

What is not talked about in the written words of Martha Crone and Ken Avery is that a major part of 
this newly added area especially the part “east to the picnic grounds” is that this was part of the 
Garden in Eloise Butler’s time and was abandoned by Martha Crone and Clinton Odell in the middle 
1940’s. The area contained Eloise Butler’s Mallard Pool and was the prime place where orchids were 
established.

In another article in that issue she wrote these prophetic words about bees, flies, and moths:

When man took to poisoning insects by spraying, a war of utter extermination was started, 
killing many useful insects as well as many birds. If this continues it will not be long before we 
have a birdless and insect-less world.

She also noted that if you want an attractive plant that is not attractive to rabbits and deer, plant 
Monkshood. While staying at her cabin in northern Minnesota she reported an experience with Snow 
Buntings (Plectrophenax nivalis) - while walking they would run about 10 feet ahead of her on the road, 
stop and look back, then repeat the procedure which they never seemed to tire of.
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The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held their annual meeting at the the Minneapolis Public Library 
on March 8th at 7:30 PM.

The Board of Directors elected were: Kenneth Avery, Russell H. Bennett, Marion Cross, Elizabeth 
Carpenter, Mrs. Martha Crone, Whitney Eastman, Lloyd Hale, Mrs. George (Jessie) Ludcke Sr., Walter E. 
Lehnert, Alice Martin, Leonard Odell, Elizabeth Reed, Leonard F. Ramberg, Carl W. Rawson, Mrs. 
Robert Strange, Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg and Alvin Witt.

Founding member Dorothy Binder left the board and became an honorary director.

16 new members were reported for the past year bringing membership to 185 after dropouts. $500 was 
appropriated to the Park Board to use for Garden purposes. There was a discussion as to what the title 
of the person in charge of the Garden should be called as the Park Board no longer wished the title of 
“curator” be used. Instead the Park Board assigned Ken Avery the title of “Gardener II” (2). This was an 
issue Ken resurrected when he retired in 1986. With this change in position name, 1965 was the last year 
for any "Reports to the Park Board of Commissioners" by the Garden Curator. Perhaps Gardener's were 
not to do that.

At the board meeting following the annual meeting, officers elected were: Mrs. Robert Strange 
President, Mrs. Clarence Tolg Vice-President, Mrs. Martha Crone Secretary-Treasurer. Martha Crone 
would continue as Membership Chair and Newsletter editor.

The winter of 1964/1965 was a cold one - very cold. March 1965 was the coldest since 1899. And then 
there was the snow - over 70 inches during the Winter - well above the average of 43 inches.

Spring 1965 

A Garden tour scheduled for May 15th, was held in spite of rain and cold weather and a few hardy 
souls took part. Spring 1965 was very rainy and the melting of the large winter snowpack led to flood 
levels in central Minnesota that still stand today.

The $500 that the Friends donated to the Park Board on March 8, was used for the purchase of a plant 
and insect sprayer - a back-pack type mist blower which Ken Avery needed and he noted “expect to 
give it a good deal of use.” (1)

Martha Crone, as editor of the Friends’ newsletter, wrote in the Spring issue (Vol. 13 No. 2):

The atmosphere of promise is the most interesting time of the year. The hopes of a new garden 
mount with the warming sun and soon a lavish profusion of bloom.

She also wrote articles about Herb and Spices, Truffles, the Douglas Fir, adding a Wildflower to your 
Garden, interesting house plants, how to handle garden slugs and a return of the spring birds.

This season Ken instituted a new cultural practice. He did his first Spring burn of the prairie area. In 
previous years the buildup of grasses and woody plants was laboriously cut with a mower. Periodic 
burns of prairie areas remove thatch buildup, unwanted woody plants and provide the conditions for 
certain seeds to sprout and certain perennial plants to vigorously rejuvenate. Periodic burns continue to 
the present day. Photos on the next page are from prairie burns in the late 1990s. (photos - Friends of 
the Wild Flower Garden).
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Summer 1965 

In the Friends’ newsletter, (Vol. 13 No. 3 July), Martha Crone wrote:

After the glorious period of spring bloom is past summer progresses through the displays of 
Blazing Stars, Lobelias, both red and blue, Physostegia, Butterfly-weed, Asters, Goldenrods, 
Coneflowers, Bergamot, Lupine, Phlox and countless others. When the green of summer fades, 
beauty is only altered but never lost. Each season has its own joys.

She also wrote about the Minnesota State Bird - the Loon, Indian Pipe, late summer flowers, the 
humpbacked black fly, plants for summer homes, and raised a voice for conservation with this article:

Untouched woodlands should be saved while it is still possible. These will stand as museum 
pieces to show people what the original forest was like. As developments take place many native 
areas are being destroyed. Also many roadsides have a growth of desirable plants that should be 
rescued. It would be greatly appreciated if we were notified of such areas, so that these plants 
could be salvaged and moved to the Wild Flower Garden.

Among the plants that Ken added in the Garden were three that had disappeared during past years: 
Twinflower, Linnaea borealis; Juneberry, Amelanchier (uncertain species); and the Male Fern, Dryopteris 
filix-mas. In addition he planted six others where the Garden stock was in short supply: Sweetflag, 
Acorus calamus; Bluebeads (or Yellow Clintonia) Clintonia borealis; Obedient Plant, Physostegia virginiana; 
Blue Flag, Iris versicolor; Walking Fern, Camptosorus rhizophyllus; and Christmas Fern, Polystichum 
acrostichoides.

Summer 1965 was wet but with average temperatures. The ferns were magnificent.

Autumn 1965 

In the Friends’ newsletter, (Vol. 13 No. 4) Martha Crone wrote:

A stroll through the Wild Flower Garden is an inspiration at almost any time of the year. Over 
the hill and down through the forest and marsh interesting flowers can be found. Nature gives to 
every season some beauty of its own.
The flowers of September - gone so quickly - for this month is predominately the month in 
which the results of the summer flowers appear in the form of fruit. The continuous bloom from 
April to October is ended.
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She also wrote articles about the Trumpeter Swan, the Jerusalem 
Artichoke, Autumn fruits, egrets and herons, winter mulch and 
White Cedar. There was also a thank-you to those who 
contributed native plants to the Garden during the year. To Mrs. 
S. Solhaug for Showy and Yellow Lady’s-slippers [Cypripedium
reginae and Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens] to Mrs. Philip 
Von Blon for Showy Orchis [Galearis spectabilis - formerly Orchis 
spectabilis] and to a large plant assortment from Everett Baker 
and from Alvin Witt. All of these species had been in the 
Garden and planted many times before.

The 3 small pools at the center of the wetland were now only 6 
inches deep from silting so Ken and Ed Brucklemyer dug them 
out again, this time to a depth of two feet. (1) It was only 4 years 
ago in 1961 that the same thing had to be done. These were the 
pools created by Martha Crone in 1946/47.

Ken Avery requested the Park Board to poison the rough fish living in Birch Pond (just outside the 
Garden). Water that had once been crystal clear was now always muddy from the introduction of 
goldfish and carp.

He also repeated a request made the prior year to treat two developing problems near the Garden - the 
parking lot at the bottom of the entry hill to the Garden.  He then requested that the area be closed to 
parking. [Note: This problem would not go away until the lot was actually closed in the mid-2000s. The 
text of his request is in the 1964 history].

He offered some suggestions such as placing posts with cables between to prevent them from leaving 
the paved roads. (1964 Annual Report). This year he added “these pests are getting worse each year 
and will destroy the area if something isn’t done soon.” (2) In the same report Ken noted that:

2,000 people in 95 organized groups visited the Garden on conducted tours. The greater of this, 
1,700 (71 groups), were grade school classes but they also included high school, adult, and non-
academic children’s groups as well.

September 1965 was the coldest since 1868. Then the remainder of the fall was warmer than average 
and became dry with little precipitation.

Notes:
(1). Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners dated March 4, 1966, to 
Superintendent Howard Moore.
(2). Minutes of the Friends Board of Directors. 

Photo top of first page of 1965: The marsh path with Foam Flower, on June 3, 1954; photo from a 
Kodachrome by Martha Crone

Showy Orchis (Galearis spectabilis) 
donated by Mrs. Philip Von Blon. 
Photo ©Jeff Hapeman, Wisconsin 

Flora.
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1966 

Winter 1965/1966
Ken Avery begins his eighth year as Gardener. At about this time in his tenure, Ken made the 
observation that with the opening of the University of Minnesota’s Landscape Arboretum, the interest 
in the Garden’s testing of the hardiness of exotic plants, which he. Martha Crone and Eloise Butler had 
done, was not warranted. Concentration should be on reintroducing native plants that had once grown 
in the area. (1) It should not have been a surprise that in The Friend’s Newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™ 
Vol 14 No.1 Jan 1966, Martha Crone would write something a little contrary to that as Ken was 
eliminating part of her philosophy about which plants should be in the Garden. She writes:

January seems a far cry from any living thing outdoors, but as January passes, the lovely 
sequence of the year of bud and blossom is before us.

The Wild Flower Garden is not an Arboretum, but a place to help preserve our native flower and 
where many of our wild plants can be grown in harmony with each other. The object is to bring 
together all the native plants hardy in this latitude, also to experiment with plants introduced 
from other areas.

It has been evident for some time that many of our native plants are in danger of disappearing. 
A splendid opportunity is here presented for the conservation of these flowers. The Friends of 
the Wild Flower Garden are helping greatly to promote for posterity this area of unique interest.

She also writes of house plants that provide “great companionship during the winter when all out-of-
doors is dormant.” The winter of 1965/1966 was at first a continuation of the fall weather of 1965 - little 
precipitation until January but still no significant snowfalls until March. Total snowfall for the period 
was less than average.

In the Minneapolis Tribune columnist Abe Altrowitz wrote on March 15 that Ken Avery told him it 
would be an early spring because purple finches and cedar waxwings were already passing through 
the Garden the week before March 1 on their way north. He also writes about Ken's bird feeding 
methods in the Garden and particularly about peanut butter:

There is always a jar of peanut butter suspended from a sort of trapeze device in front of the 
wildflower garden office. Avery says the birds consume about a jar of it in a week.

He then gives history, pausing to mention that the predicted "ice-out" date on his favorite fishing lake 
in the city was April 10, the date that Eloise Butler died in 1933. Abe wrote a wonderful story about his 
experience with Miss Butler, who he likened to Queen Victoria, in an earlier 1964 column. (1966 column 
follows text)

Spring 1966 

Martha Crone wrote in the Spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 14 No 2 April 1966):

85



How anxiously we wait for spring and then it rushes past so swiftly. April is truly the dawn of 
the year. The lovely budding time is soon over, that atmosphere of promise; one must be alert to 
enjoy it fully.

A wild flower garden can be small enough to be very personal. . .where one can have 
friendliness, quiet and contentment. The companionship of plants is most soothing. Even a small 
garden tends to arouse our interest in birds, wild flowers, and ferns, and encourages the 
preservation of our native plants for those to enjoy of future generations.

If you seek the ultimate in wildflower beauty, then take a walk through the Wild Flower Garden. 
Whether you want to count as many different species as possible, or whether you seek the thrill 
of enjoying the effect of masses of blossoms together, you will find both. This is a heritage we 
must guard and preserve for future generations.

She also noted the scarcity of birds at feeders during the past winter.
One of the Friends staunch supporters who truly believed in wild 
flower gardens, Grace Bliss Dayton, passed away on April 1st. Martha 
wrote “Her interest and enthusiasm in furthering the garden for so 
many years will be greatly missed.”

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was, for 
the first time, held in the Garden, on Saturday May 21st, 1966. This 
move to the Garden was at the request of incoming President Kenneth 
Avery. Martha Crone was obviously thrilled with the location as she 
wrote in the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™:

The setting was a never-to-be-forgotten scene, with trilliums, 
mertensia, and numerous spring flowers blooming all around the 
group gathered outside the little office. Birds coming to the 
feeder overhead and the singing of the lovely Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak added to the enjoyment.

Directors elected were: Russell Bennett, Kenneth Avery, Elizabeth Carpenter, Miss Marion Cross, 
Martha Crone, Whitney Eastman, Mrs. George (Jessie) Ludcke Sr., Walter Lehnert, Alice Martin, 
Leonard Odell, Elizabeth Reed, Leonard Ramberg, Carl Rawson, Mary Simmons, Hazel Solhaug, Mrs. 
Clarence (Ebba) Tolg, and Alvin Witt. Officers elected were: Kenneth Avery President, Alvin Witt Vice-
president, Martha Crone Secretary-Treasurer.

A garden tour was then conducted. A $500 donation was approved to the Park Board for Garden 
maintenance. There was discussion about the need for a tool shed and many plants were received from 
Hazel Solhaug who rescued them from highway construction.

Spring weather began with an 11 inch snowfall in early March, but then no significant rains until July 
and August. Temperatures were fairly average.

Summer 1966 

Martha Crone wrote in the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 14 No.3 July 1966):

Grace Bliss Dayton with 
husband George shown here at 

a charity function on Feb. 8, 
1936. Photo courtesy 

Minnesota Historical Society.
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May and June days have swiftly and gently drifted away. The early spring flowers have passed, 
also a great deal of our anticipation. But summer has always something new in store.

A report of the Annual Meeting of the Friends was then given and in 
her "Bird notes" column see wrote:

In comparison with our brilliantly hued birds, our sparrows are 
meek and lowly birds. Nature has denied them the colorful 
tints of Orioles, Indigo Buntings, Cardinals and many others, 
but she has given them sweet and musical voices.

On July 22 Ben Kern wrote in the Minneapolis Tribune that the 
Wildflower Garden was bustling but if you could buttonhole Ken 
Avery you could get a short tour and clear up plant names you were 
unsure of. In recent years Ken had been writing about the number of 
groups that visited, a number of which he had to lead. Kern's article 
had a photo of a summer school conservation class of 35 from Coon 
Rapids lead by teacher Ronald Hovda that were moving through the 
Garden ahead of him.

Summer weather was pretty average in temperature with below 
average rainfall

Autumn 1966 

Martha Crone wrote in the Fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 14 No. 4 October 1966):

The color of September lingers on into October. The transition between these two months seems 
less marked than any other two months. Yet October frost can end all overnight. October has its 
compensations, the gorgeous Autumnal color of maple, sumac, and oak. It certainly cannot be 
called the brown October with all its unsurpassed beauty. The waning daylight heralds the 
coming of Autumn and there is a haze in the horizon. Gardens are getting darker and cooler 
each day. By November the splendors of fall have passed, yet there is much to be enjoyed.

She reports on the difficulty and perseverance of establishing 
certain plants and that Clintonia, aka Blue Beads (Clintonia 
borealis) has finally established after many failures and is now 
spreading nicely. The Trailing Arbutus which was established 
some years ago but destroyed by mice was now being re-
established.

Martha Writes of three orchids which send up a single leaf which 
persists all winter and then dies as the plant flowers in spring. 
Both she and Eloise Butler many times planted Adam and Eve 
(Aplectrum hyemale) and Fairyslipper Orchid (Calypso bulbosa) and 

in 1966 a new one was tried in the Garden - Crane-fly Orchid 
(Tipularia unifolia [now classed as T. discolor]. None of these 
survive today.

Clintonia or Blue Beads,  Clintonia 
borealis. Photo ©Aaron Carlson, 

Wisconsin Flora.
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To sum up the year Martha reported that 
22 new members were added (2). In The 
Fringed Gentian™ she noted that 9 were 
from other states - 3 from the east coast.

Amy Odell passed away on Dec. 7th. She 
was the spouse of the late founder of the 
Friends, Clinton Odell.

Fall weather, except for one almost 2 inch 
rain, was light on precipitation with no 
significant temperature swings. The year 
would end with below average 
precipitation of about 24 inches.

Notes:
(1) Reflections by Ken in The Fringed 
Gentian™ Winter 1980 Vol. 28 #
(2) Friends Annual Secretary’s Report for 
1966
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1967 

Winter 1965/1966 

Ken Avery begins his ninth year as Gardener. He was no longer entitled to use the term "curator" in his 
title. He was now officially "gardener II" in the Park Board hierarchy.

In The Friend’s Newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™ Vol 15 No.1 Jan 1967, Martha Crone would write:

When the first snowflakes begin to fall, silent and soft, is a time to be brought together around 
the open fireside for relaxation.

Indoors the frosty landscapes on the window panes are much enjoyed, while outside snowdrifts 
like white tents are heaped everywhere. Winter in its deepest snow speaks always of the spring 
not far behind. The door swings shut on another year and it opens again on a new year. Each 
season seems to reach a peak and end.

She also writes of the strange antics of the Fox Sparrow:

Your editor had the rare occasion of observing a flock 
of Fox Sparrows along the North Shore of Superior. 
During the middle of October, they had just arrived 
from further north and were stopping to feed for a few 
days. They were very timid and easily disturbed; a 
slight rustle and they were gone. However, watching 
them from my window, they little suspected that 
anyone was near. During their feeding they hop from 
the ground and while still in the air kick the leaves and 
debris backward with both feet. No other sparrow can 
equal it in scratching away the dead leaves and even 
snow in search of seeds and insects.

There had been a six inch snowfall which was frozen 
and, in spite of the hard crust, they scratched each time 
they hopped forward. Fox Sparrows are birds of the 
wild and in October and November they pass through 
the northern states on the way from their Canadian breeding grounds to their winter range in 
the southern states. They remain mostly in the woods and secluded areas rather than around 
human habitations. They are very alert and this quickness of their reactions apparently accounts 
for the great numbers that remain. When a hawk soared overhead, in a twinkling they seemed to 
fade away. During the short days they were eagerly feeding from before sunrise and until after 
sunset after it had become very dark.

This large sparrow has a reddish brown tail and there is a tinge of this same fox-like color on 
back and wings, and heavily striped underparts which are very distinctive. In the early spring 
on their way back to their nesting sites, they occasionally sing their flute-like song. To hear their 
full song of clear, melodious notes, richer than those of any other sparrow, is a delight never to 
be forgotten.

Fox Sparrow. Photo ©G D Bebeau
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Spring 1967 

Martha Crone wrote in the Spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 15 No 2 April 1967:

The swift unchaining of ice-locked brooks and lakes, the smell of leaf smoke, the pale green of 
lawns and tender shoots of early plants are all signs of spring. April days bring cheering rain to 
melt the snow.

Spring moves up to us from the south where early bloom has been enjoyed for some weeks. 
Soon the freshness of bloom has reached its peak and the early spring flowers are forgotten in 
the splendor of summer flowers. Many plants have become dormant and vanished completely.

Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., is an organization that is truly working for conservation 
of our native flowers. No investment is too great to perpetuate the resources we have in this 
unique native plant Reserve. A quiet, leisurely stroll through the garden at any time of the 
growing season is a rewarding experience.

Martha Crone also wrote about the passing of Amy (Mrs. Clinton) Odell last Dec. 7th:

She was known for her work and interest in the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., an 
organization her late husband helped found in 1952. She was a devoted and enthusiastic 
member and will be greatly missed.

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 20th, 1967. Martha Crone wrote  in the Summer newsletter:

The weather was ideal with many spring flowers in lovely bloom everywhere. Large-flowered 
Trilliums, Purple Trilliums, Yellow Trilliums, Violets, Mertensia, Columbine, Anemones and 
countless others. The meeting, held outside the garden office in this beautiful setting, was 
greatly enjoyed with the added pleasure of the Rose-breasted Grosbeak coming to the feeder 
overhead unafraid of the gathering. Also the first Hummingbird of the season came to the 
Mertensia.

Directors elected were: Russell Bennett, Kenneth Avery, Elizabeth Carpenter, Miss Marion Cross, 
Martha Crone, Whitney Eastman, Mrs. George (Jessie) Ludcke Sr., Walter Lehnert, Alice Martin, 
Leonard Odell, Elizabeth Reed, Leonard Ramberg, Carl Rawson, Mary Simmons, Hazel Solhaug, Mrs. 
Clarence (Ebba) Tolg, and Alvin Witt.

Officers elected at the board meeting following the annual meeting were: Kenneth Avery President, 
Alvin Witt Vice-president, Martha Crone Secretary-Treasurer.

A garden tour was then conducted. A $500 donation was approved to the Park Board for Garden 
maintenance.

Summer 1967 

Martha Crone wrote in the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 15 No.3 July 1967):
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July is a period of the seasons changing cycle. The glories of May and June have passed and 
there is a bit of relaxing and waiting for the splendors of fall. The garden was spectacular in 
spring. A scene to be enjoyed only once a year. The many blooming flowers presented a sight 
never to be forgotten.

In her "Bird notes" column see wrote:

On the 5th of June a pair of Whistling Swans were noted feeding in a large pool of shallow water 
adjacent to the shore of Lake Superior, about 10 miles east of Grand Marais, Cook County, 
Minnesota. Only a few feet from the busy highway 61 and the traffic didn't seem to disturb them 
in the least. They had been there several weeks and appeared to be at home. They are spring and 
fall migrants through Minnesota but have never been known to nest in the state. It seemed very 
late for them to be this far south, since they nest in the far north.

Autumn 1967 

Martha Crone wrote in the Fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 15 No. 4 October 1967):

When Summer days suddenly withdraw and their dazzle is gone, there is a pause before the 
hardy fall flowers take over. There are many that prefer this late season and consequently their 
beauty is enhanced by their blooming when others are past. What is more lovely than the golden 
flood of an autumn day? Soon the birds will be gone and it will seem silent and empty. 

She reports on the beauty by invasiveness of certain plants:

There are a number of perennial plants brought into gardens which 
unfortunately have aggressive characteristics. They tend to spread 
rapidly and might become serious pests and crowd out more 
desirable plants. Yet some of these plants are attractive and can be 
kept in check. One of these is the False Dragon-head (Physostegia 
virginiana) of the Mint family, which blooms late in the fall. The 
brilliant rose spikes enliven the late fall garden. Another is the 
Bugle-weed (Ajuga reptans) also of the Mint family. The blue variety 
blooms early in spring and is very attractive. The pink variety comes 
into bloom somewhat later. They make a good ground cover. Some 
others are Creeping Blue Bellflower (Campanula rapunculoides), 
Bouncing Bet (Saponaria officinalis) and Stringy Stonecrop (Sedum 
sarmentosum). It is well to recognize some of these plants and to 
undertake immediate measures of control.

Garden activities got summed up this way:

To provide facilities for the outdoor education of interested persons and to preserve our native 
landscape, this Wild Flower Reserve has drawn thousands of visitors from all over the nation as 
well as abroad. Among them this past summer were distinguished world-famous actress Dame 
Sybil Thorndike and actor Sir Lewis Casson of London, England. They were accompanied by 
their daughter, Mrs. Douglas Campbell of the Guthrie Theatre, Minneapolis, and Lady Judith 
Guthrie, wife of Sir Tyrone Guthrie. They were conducted by our member, Mrs. Clarence Tolg. 
They enjoyed this place of natural beauty and tranquility.

False Dragonhead, 
(Physostegia virginiana). 

Photo ©G D Bebeau
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Ken Avery reported 

110 groups visited the garden with the greatest number of these being grade school classes from 
the third grade up which I guided. The reminder were Brownies, Bluebirds, Scouts, Garden 
Clubs, Kindergarten classes, High School or College classes, etc., and there were probably as 
many unscheduled groups. This number has increased each year.

Martha summed up the years weather this way:

It has been a year of most unusual weather. A late, cold spring following the heavy snowfalls in 
February. Then the devastating tornado in June. Although the tornado did great damage in this 
area, the Wild Flower Garden was spared much destruction having only slight damage.

More than 2,000 trees were uprooted on streets and lawns. These were removed as quickly as 
possible to avoid any possible spread of Dutch Elm disease. Plants were stripped of their foliage 
by the heavy hail. In spite of these upsets, the autumn has been beautiful with many plants 
blooming after recovering from the early damage.

For the Friends, 14 new members were added, 2 from outside the metro. (corrected list in Jan 1968 
newsletter.) 180 was the membership total.

In the Friends Annual Secretary’s Report for 1967 Martha Crone stated 

The assistance of an organization like the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden is a great factor in 
sponsoring the growth and perpetuation of the Wild Flower Garden. May the interest always 
continue. It is earnestly needed in this day of native places disappearing.” “We look forward to 
some day having an administration building housing an office, Museum and Herbarium of 
specimens.

One of the new members who joined the Friends this year was Goodrich Lowry, perhaps invited by 
Whitney Eastman as together they worked on building nature centers in the regional parks of 
Hennepin county. 1967 was the same year in which Lowry organized the Metropolitan Nature Centers 
Corporation. (1) Eastman accepted the chairmanship of the fund-raising committee.  The first project 
was to build a nature center in the new Carver Park Reserve.  The goal was one half million dollars.  
The committee raised that in six months and construction began but the money kept coming in which, 
with a little more fund raising, then led to building the Hyland Lake Nature Center.  With $40,000 still 
leftover, the Corporation asked the Hennepin County Park Reserve District which had taken over the 
nature centers as planned, that if they had another $100,000 could a center be built at Elm Creek. It was 
raised and on Eastman’s 85th birthday, the District voted to name the Elm Creek center after Eastman.
(2)

Notes: 
(1) The purpose for the nature centers was to create a place where elementary school children and 

their teachers could learn about nature and the environment and begin to develop and ecological 
conscience. Lowry and his wife Louse joined the Friends in 1967. He passed away in 1988; Louise 
was a member until her death in 2002. The Friends have a program to subsidize transportation to 
the Wildflower Garden for elementary students for the similar reasons. How interesting that both 
Lowry and Eastman have nature centers named for them and both were associated with the 
Friends.

(2) Jim Kimball column, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Nov. 18, 1973
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1968 

Winter 1967/1968

Ken Avery begins his tenth year as Gardener.

In the Friend’s Newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™ Vol 16 No.1 Jan 1968, Martha Crone would write:

The first snowflakes begin to fall out of a pale-gray sky. The whole world is sparkling with 
diamond dust, snow clinging to every tree and shrub. This is the season of silence, when 
Nature's voice is hushed. The new snow muffles the echoes of all sound. There is new beauty 
where only bare bleakness existed before. Does one ever outgrow the fun of being out in a snow-
storm? Really a treasure to store in the mind.

She also writes of the Cardinal - a relative new-comer to Minnesota:

It was most interesting to observe a male cardinal the last week in October feeding in the drive 
of our cabin along the shore of Lake Superior, a mere 15 miles south of the border of Canada. He 
was in company with an immature female Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and many Juncos, Black-
capped Chickadees, Fox Sparrows and various other sparrows. The Cardinal, the State bird of 
Kentucky, has been extending its range northward and westward. Records of its appearance in 
the north have been few until recent years these occurrences have increased.

About 35 years ago it was confined as a resident bird to 
the southeastern portion of Minnesota. At that time it was 
considered a newcomer into Minnesota, and still is an 
object of special interest. At first it seemed to have met 
with little success in its attempts at nesting in the north 
and hopes for its survival were given up. Yet slowly they 
adjusted to a cooler climate and changed source of food. 
In the Wild Flower Garden they eagerly feed on 
sunflower seeds when the insects are gone but it was 
noted that these seeds were ignored by those in the north 
and they took only an assortment of smaller seeds.

Since cardinals are friendly, choosing by preference 
cultivated lands and coming freely into your yard, it 
perhaps has a better chance for survival. They are likely to 
be year-round residents and many depressing winter days 
are brightened by their presence. The Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, a relative of the Cardinal which originally had lived in the deep forests, today is 
completely at home among the shade trees of towns and really seems to enjoy his contact with 
mankind. But he doesn't like cold weather and, in the winter, travels south to Central America 
and parts of South America. The observation of bird life is a delightful pastime and is certain to 
increase rapidly.

Spring 1968 

Martha Crone wrote in the Spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 16 No 2 April 1968:

Female Northern Cardinal. Photo 
C.L. Bystedt
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In comes the joyous spring which is really the high-tide of the year. The early flowers seem to 
have been appointed to entertain us from the moment when winter becomes too tedious, until 
the trees leaf out. We still have opportunities to see wild birds or a wild flower blooming, but 
they are getting fewer and fewer unless we help to protect them, so that the youth of tomorrow 
may know them. Of course we need paved highways and Freeways, but we also need quiet 
wood roads and trails. We need these simple pleasures and if we do not protect them the time 
will come when we won't have them.

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 18th, 1968. Martha Crone wrote in the summer newsletter issue:

The weather had forsaken us this year, it was cold and drizzly. In recent years it had been ideal 
for the meeting. However the little cabin was heated and the meeting was held inside. In spite of 
the gloomy weather the spring flowers put on an excellent show and the Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak sang to us from the feeder just outside the office.

Directors elected were: Russell Bennett, Kenneth Avery, Elizabeth Carpenter, Miss Marion Cross, 
Martha Crone, Whitney Eastman, Catherine Faragher, Mrs. George (Jessie) Ludcke Sr., Walter Lehnert, 
Alice Martin, Leonard Odell, Elizabeth Reed, Leonard Ramberg, Carl Rawson, Mary Simmons, Hazel 
Solhaug, Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg, and Alvin Witt.

Officers elected at the board meeting following the annual meeting were: Catherine Faragher President, 
Alvin Witt Vice-president, Martha Crone Secretary-Treasurer.

A $500 donation was approved to the Park Board for Garden maintenance. Martha wrote: 

A hope was again expressed that a more adequate building could be obtained for this lovely 
setting housing an office, Museum and Herbarium of specimens. We need places to teach the 
love of Nature, for he who loves the land will keep the nation strong. 

These were same sentiments she had expressed in her 1967 annual 
Secretary’s report.

Summer 1968 

Martha Crone wrote in the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ 
(Vol. 16 No. 3 July 1968) about the status of new Fern Glen which 
had its beginnings in 1955:

A number of years ago the Minnetonka Garden Club and 
the Little Minnetonka Garden Flower Club, sponsored 
material for a new fern hill. For many years it had been a 
dream to turn this undeveloped area in the upper 
reaches .of the garden into a fern hill. The area was difficult 
to establish, it was covered with brush and weeds for many 
years. It has taken a great deal of work to make this hill a 
place of beauty. For a number of years it was rather 
discouraging but with great perseverance, good results 
have been obtained. Each year more ferns have been added 
until the result is a pleasure to behold. The elegance and 
grace of ferns is unsurpassed. Consideration was given to 

The entrance to the fern glen as 
seen in 2012. Photo ©G D Bebeau
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the natural environment of the various kinds. Ostrich Ferns, Cinnamon Ferns and Royal Ferns 
for the base of the hill where it is moist. Brittle Bladder Fern and Berry Bladder Fern on the 
slopes under oak trees. Lady Ferns and Interrupted Ferns on the steepest part of the hill where 
they are exposed to the sun. There are also Christmas Ferns, Goldie's ferns, Hay-scented, 
Narrow-leaved Spleenwort, Silvery Spleenwort, Marginal Shield Fern, Spinulose Shield Fern, 
Crested Wood Fern, Narrow Beech Fern, Bracken and Rattlesnake Fern.

Martha had begun the development of the hill during her last two years 
as curator and Ken Avery had been doing all the work since then. Over 
the succeeding years, young trees would spring up, and grow into mature 
trees when they were allowed to grow. Other shrubs would make their 
way in, until 2014 when some of the density of the over-story began to be 
removed by taking down a number of Green Ash and other understory 
shrubs. The full story of the Fern Glen is on the Friends website.

A special memorial for Amy Odell was placed in the Garden this summer. 
A bird bath of Kasota limestone, was dedicated to the spouse of Friends 
Founder Clinton Odell; it was presented by family and friends, and is 
located between the two benches of Kasota Limestone that were dedicated 
to Clinton Odell in 1960. These are located just off the patio area in front of 
the Martha Crone Visitor's Shelter in the Woodland Garden near the 
location of the former Garden Office.

On June 24 The Minneapolis Tribune published an article about the Garden 
and in particular about Eloise Butler. Unfortunately, the article 
perpetuated the story that she was found dead in the Garden in 1933. The 
correct story of how and where she died is in our article about her life on 
the website.

Autumn 1968 

Martha Crone wrote in the Fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 16 No. 4 October 1968) 

The sun filtering through the autumnal foliage, gives it the appearance of candle-light. The 
bright autumn colors fade and the woods are soon cold. Happy memories of summer are past. 
Leaves that shortly budded now are dropping making a carpet for our feet. This is the season of 
ripe fulfillment.

On Sept. 5th the first meeting of a project committee for the building of a new Garden shelter met at 
President Faragher’s house at 3401 East Calhoun Blvd. Present were Mrs. Faragher, President, Mr . 
Alvin Witt, Vice President, Martha Crone, Secretary /Treasurer, Mr. Kenneth Avery Gardener of the 
Garden, Mr. Harry Thorn and W. H. Tusler.

The meeting was called for the purpose of discussing a proposed building to be erected in the Garden 
to replace the deteriorating "office", now used by Mr. Avery, which was erected as a office, tool shed 
and visitors center in 1915, to the specifications of Eloise Butler. The need of the building was to 
provide Mr. Avery a more suitable office, to provide shelter for visitors to the Garden in inclement 
weather, to hold meetings, show slides and movies, to have a place to give out information, distribute 
literature, to sell pamphlets on birds, flowers, plants, and to exhibit articles of interest to visitors.

The limestone Birdbath 
memorial to Amy Odell in 

the Woodland Garden near 
the Shelter. Photo G D 

Bebeau
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The details of the plans discussed are contained in separate documents on the Friends website. Mr. Lou 
Crutcher of the Board of Park Commissioners attended the latter part of the meeting and was to take 
the plan to Superintendent of Parks, Mr. Robert Ruhe. For subsequent details see the 1969 history.

It was at this same meeting the Alvin Witt suggested that the Garden name be changed to add “and 
Bird Sanctuary” changing the name to “Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary.” The suggestion 
was to be presented to the Board of Park Commissioners.  At a meeting on March 25, 1969 in the office 
of Superintendent Robert Ruhe, Mr. Ruhe said the Park Board was agreeable to the suggestion of 
changing the name as requested. However, when put into use the name came out with “wildflower” as 
one word substituted for “wild flower.” Details in document attached. Why Witt dropped the word 
“garden” is unknown but it was added back in 1986.

21 new members were added to the Friends membership this past year. As to the planning for a new 
Garden Shelter, Martha Crone wrote in her 1968 Secretary's Report:

When this Organization was incorporated in 1952, Mr. Clinton M. Odell, our first president and 
instigator had collected considerable funds over the establishment expense of the Friends of the 
Wild Flower Garden. It was agreed at that time to place the balance in a Savings Account as a 
nucleus for an adequate building which was so badly needed. It seems due to a number of 
circumstances we never got to that point until at this time when the occasion arose and if we all 
pull together we should finally realize this dream. No one knows how much work our president, 
Mrs. Catherine Faragher has put into this project and we owe her our everlasting thanks.

The Garden and the Friends name variations over time: 
In the 1907 petition to the Park Board to create the Garden it was proposed as a “natural 
botanical garden” and that is the term used in the official documents establishing the Garden. 
Once organized the teachers immediately called it the “Wild Botanic Garden” and when Eloise 
had the small office building built in 1915 the sign near the door said “Office of the Curator - 
Wild Botanic Garden.” Shortly later it became commonly known as the Native Plant Reserve 
(sometimes the word ‘Preserve’ was used by Eloise Butler).  Eloise Butler later wrote in her 
history “It was soon found that the term ‘Wild Botanic Garden’ was misleading to the popular 
fancy, so the name was changed to ‘Native Plant Reserve’.” (EB  1926 - The Wild Botanic 
Garden - Early History). 

Nevertheless, newspaper accounts of the Garden and its Curator from 1913 to 1924 still called 
it the Botanical Garden of (or sometimes “in”) Glenwood Park. Kirkwood’s 1913 article in The 
Bellman is titled “A Wild Botanic Garden.”

Martha Crone and Ken Avery always referred to it as the Native Plant Reserve and the sign 
near the office door did not change until some time in Martha Crone’s tenure when the word 
“botanic” changed to “flower.” 

In 1929 the Park Board re-named it the “Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden” with a dedication 
ceremony at the Garden. Most Park Board correspondence and printed material after that 
usually uses “Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden”, with “Wild Flower” as two words, with a 
few exceptions of course such as a 1931 Park Board brochure which called it “the Eloise Butler 
Plant Reserve.”
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Then in 1968 the Friends got into it:  At a meeting of project committee (for building the Crone 
Shelter) on Sept. 5, 1968 Building Fund Chair Alvin Witt suggested that the name be changed 
to “Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary” in order to recognize the role the Garden 
played in the bird world, but why the choice of word arrangement? - not known. The idea was 
presented to the Park Board and at a meeting on March 25, 1969 in the office of Superintendent 
Robert Ruhe, Mr. Ruhe said the Park Board was agreeable to the suggestion of changing the 
name as requested. However, when put into use the name came out with “wildflower” as one 
word substituted for “wild flower.” Much correspondence and many newspaper articles from 
that period use that name.  Examples - Mpls Employees Newsletter from 1971 and the text of 
address Gordon Morrison, Coordinator of Environmental Education at the Park Board made to 
the Friends at the annual meeting on May 13, 1972. He stated “Here in the Eloise Butler 
Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary and elsewhere in the Minneapolis parks' natural areas is one of 
the most outstanding collections of native wildflowers …” 

The Friends used that name after that when referring to the Garden but it was not consistently 
used. Sometime after this other variations came in use. When Ken Avery wrote articles in The 
Fringed Gentian™ beginning with Vol. 22 #4 in 1974 he signed his articles with “Curator, Eloise 
Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary” - the current terminology.  But when he 
prepared his 1977 list of spring plant bloom times he reverted to the 1969 terminology.

We have an article about the Garden and Ken Avery from the Minneapolis Star dated August 
29, 1978 using the current terminology but with Wildflower as two words - Wild Flower.

In 1980, the Friends issued a document with the title PROPOSALS FOR THE CONTINUING 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE ELOISE BUTLER WILDFLOWER AND BIRD SANCTUARY  - the 
old terminology - as did the 1982 MPRB application to the Institute of Museum Services for a 
$5,000 grant for the Garden - all indicating that name was still been in use at that time. 
Documents show that during this time period from 1969 to the 1980s the re-insertion of the 
word “garden” after wildflower continued to crop up. Apparently enough writers thought that 
it should be a wildflower garden not a wildflower sanctuary.

An official change occurred in the Fall of 1986. Mary Maguire Lerman, Coordinator of 
Horticulture wrote a memo about recent Garden activities to Friends President Gloria Miller, 
dated May 29, 1987, in which she states “PPS: The MPRB action taken last fall changes the 
Garden’s name to the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.”

AS TO THE FRIENDS:
Meanwhile, back in 1952 the Friends had adopted Wild Flower as part of their name to match 
that of the Garden but chose not to refer to Eloise Butler, so today, to outsiders, it might not be 
apparent as to whether we are a friend of a particular garden or to wild flower gardens as a 
generic catchall name. At the June 5, 1969 board meeting of the Friends Building Committee 
chair Wilber Tusler requested, that in the interest of consistency, the Friends should use 
“Friends of the Wildflower Garden, Inc.” (wild flower as one word) on all their published 

97



documents. Motion approved. That was used on documents until the early 1980s but with no 
consistency whatsoever. The newsletter continued to use “Friends of the Wild Flower Garden” 
throughout the time period. However, that wording change was never done officially as far as 
state and federal registration is concerned and the issue apparently dropped off the radar in 
the 1980s and that is why the Garden name and the Friends name diverge yet today.

Gary Bebeau
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1969 

Winter 1968/1969

Ken Avery begins his 11th year as Gardener.

In The Friend’s Newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™ Vol 17 No.1 Jan 1969, Martha Crone wrote:

How pleasant the isolating peace of snow and 
the beauty of trees and bush covered with 
sparkling ice. It is a country of whiteness 
accented by the dark evergreens. Many plants 
have already advanced toward a new year. 
Although all was quiet and so carefully 
protected, nature was at work and smiles 
again with the coming of spring.

Funding by the Board of Park Commissioners for 
the proposed new shelter building was not going to 
be available for a number of years, thus it was in 
January 1969, that the idea of the Friends planning 
and constructing a new shelter themselves 
solidified.  At that time the Board of Park 
Commissioners turned down the request of the 
Parks Superintendent, Mr. Robert Ruhe, to provide 
funds for the shelter improvement, at least not 
before 1976.  It was then suggested  by Mr. Ruhe and 
staff that the Friends produce a design of their own, 
submit it for approval and raise the money.
(Presidents Report to Project Committee January  28, 
1969)

Planning for the new Garden Shelter would now go 
forward, but with one slight hurdle: Friends 
President Catherine Faragher published this note in 
the newsletter:

The Garden in late March 1933. “Path through the 
Tamaracks”. Photo by E.F. Pabody 
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Mrs. Martha Crone, Editor, has been holding up the Fringed Gentian™ publication with the hope 
that she might include some concrete news of the proposed New Shelter Building for the garden. 
Mr. W. H. Tusler and his committee has been at work. He has been taking time to convince 
Superintendent of Parks, Mr. Robert Ruhe, that our desire for a small building is not based upon 
the fact that we are trying to limit the enjoyment of the garden to a small, select group of people. 
We merely want to preserve the lovely tranquility of that small oasis which is so unique within a 
teeming city. Watch for your next Fringed Gentian™ with more news of our project and our 
announcement of our Annual Meeting.

Friends’ Board member Wilber Tusler reported to the Friends Board:

On March 25, Mr. Tusler and Mr. Thorn met with Superintendent Ruhe. They reviewed the 
proposed location of the building, the drawing of the proposed structure and with some 
suggestions from the Park Board members present, it met with approval. The Park Board agreed 
to do the site grading for the slab but the Friends contractor must excavate the footings. Many 
other small details were agreed upon but also including the agreement to change the name of the 
Garden by adding “and Bird Sanctuary” to the name as the Friends had suggested in 1968.

The full Tusler report and subsequent documents in pdf form are on the Friends website. Coming up 
with the funds was the big issue. Those same January 28 notes report that the Park Board was asked if 
they could provide interim financing our of their maintenance fund but that was turned down. Mrs. 
Faragher's notes dated Feb. 13, 1969 state that  First National Bank was approached but a loan was not 
offered because the Friends did not own the underlying land, nor was Prudential Insurance Company 
interested. It had been suggested that they might help as they themselves had build the office building 
on Wayzata Blvd. on Park Board Land. Thus, fund raising to the membership was the resort. It was also 
suggested at this meeting the drive to the Garden be made one-way. It would be accomplished in 1980.

Spring 1969 

Martha Crone wrote in the Spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 17 No 2 April 1969:

Winter passes and the coldness has flown. Spring keeps the promise of a new beginning and 
fulfills our hopes of another garden. On every side are signs of life renewed. When the season is 
once launched it all goes too fast. It's hard to do justice to this spring that will never return. 
Spring is rushing past so swiftly. The glorious time of bloom for April and May merges so gently 
hardly to be noticed.

Nothing was said in that issue about the planning for the Garden Shelter, but activity was high. On 
April 25th Mrs. Faragher send the following letter to the Friends membership.

Dear Friends, Your Project Committee, Mr. W. H. Tusler, chm., Mrs. Crone, Mssrs. Witt, Thorn, 
Odell, Avery and Mrs. Faragher presents to you the completed drawings for the proposed 
Martha Crone Shelter in the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctuary. The structure, 
with its roofed, bench-lined terrace and rough shake exterior stained to blend with the 
wilderness of the Garden, was planned by architect H. H. Livingston. It will be located just to the 
East of the present building (to be torn down) where the Shelter will look down upon the glen. 

Mr. Robert Ruhe, Superintendent of Parks, Mr. Lewis Crutcher and Mr. Luke Krmpotich, 
engineer, are cooperating by helping with utilities, excavating and other things which will save 
us money AND we may build according to our own plan. We shall have an office for our 
Curator, a safe spot for our increasing library, a meeting place where we may show slides, brew a 
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cup of tea or retreat from a storm. We are hoping that you members who treasure this unique 
little oasis within our fast expanding city will dig into your pockets. We have paid for the plans. 
We have $4, 000. We must raise $12, 000 to start work this spring. 

Your Board of Directors agrees that there is one person to whom we owe the preservation of the 
Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary. This will be the Martha E. Crone Shelter -- a true 
answer to Martha's dreams.

Mrs. Crone worked, for the sheer love of it, with Miss 
Butler for fifteen years. She became Curator in 1933, 
and until 1959 was practically sole alone in the Garden. 
Her experiences, with no water and no telephone, 
would fill a book. She went through a fire. She talked 
herself out of terrifying situations -- her only retreat 
being the little toolshed building with its flimsy 
screened door. There are hundreds of different wild 
flowers in the Garden and they are all Martha’s 
friends. 

We can do this, do it right now and do it the way we 
want to, if we all get in there and pitch. There are only 
200 of us; some will be unable to contribute, but those 
of you who can will be richly rewarded with the 
knowledge that you have helped to safeguard and 
keep for future generations the Eloise Butler Wild 
Flower and Bird Sanctuary. Your donations will be 
deductible from your income tax. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at our annual 
meeting on Saturday, May 17, 1969 and am hoping 
that, by then, we’ll be able to announce that we have 
enough money to start construction.

Cordially and with deep appreciation to the committee that has spent so many hours on this 
project this past year, [sighed] Catherine S. Faragher

Mrs. Faragher’s work on the Shelter was mentioned in an April 16, 1969 newspaper column in the 
Minneapolis Star (copy follows text). Mr. Tusler's wife, Margaret passed away on April 1st. A memorial 
to her was incorporated into the lintel over the door of the new shelter building.

The Annual Meeting of he Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 17h, 1969. Martha Crone wrote about it in the summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™.

In spite of the cold weather the meeting was held outside of the little office building with a good 
attendance. The singing of the Cardinals and Rose-breasted Grosbeak added to the attempt to be 
cheerful. It was announced that the title of the garden had been changed to Eloise Butler Wild 
Flower and Bird Sanctuary. This has met with great enthusiasm. It was reported that at least 
160,000 visitors had gone through the garden the past year and over 5000 brochures were given 
out.

Martha Crone, Friends secretary, 
membership chair and editor of the 
newsletter.  Former Garden Curator 

1933-1958. Photo Martha Crone 
Collection, MHS
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Directors elected were: Kenneth Avery, Martha Crone, Robert Dassett Jr. (new, bio follows), Catherine 
Faragher, Leonard Odell, Elizabeth Reed, Leonard Ramberg, Mary Simmons, Alvin Witt, Harry Thorn 
(new), Wilber Tusler.

A number of the previous directors plus several new persons were approved as Honorary Directors. 
Founding director Russell H. Bennett left the board and became an honorary member. This list also 
included one of the other founding directors, Dorothy Binder, and one of the new names on the 
honorary list was Mrs. R. N. Beim, who was Moana Odell Beim, daughter of Friends Founder Clinton 
Odell and future president of the Friends.

Officers elected at the board meeting following the annual meeting were: Catherine Faragher President, 
Alvin Witt Vice-president, Martha Crone Secretary-Treasurer.

No further donations were voted to be made to the Board of Park Commissioners. It was the suggestion 
of Superintendent Ruhe that the Friends accumulate the funds for the new shelter.

Summer 1969 

On June 5, the Friends board of directors met at the home of Mrs. Faragher. The honorary directors 
elected in May were approved; the name of the friends was changed to say ‘Wildflower’ as one word 
instead of ‘Wild Flower’ in order to match the way the Board of Park Commissioners had changed the 
Garden name. [Note - neither official documents at the Minnesota Secretary of State, nor those with the 
Internal Revenue Service, were ever changed and the spelling of the name reverted by 1982 to 'Wild 
Flower.’] Friends documents for some years after this use the word 'Wildflower' but then revert to Wild 
Flower as two words.
$11,560 was now available for construction of which $4,660 came from the Friends savings.

The floor plan of the new Garden Shelter by H. H. Livingston. Friends records file.
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On July 10 another board meeting was held where it was noted that $13,536 was now available for 
construction. The meeting was held in the home of the shelter architect, Mr. Hiram Livingston, and the 
board was able to see the detailed drawings for the shelter. A special memorial book that would record 
all the donations and memorials for the Shelter was discussed.

In The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 17 No.3 July 1969, Martha Crone wrote about Evening Grosbeaks and also:

August is the time of early harvest and the time of Day Lilies, of Asters, Phlox and Daisies. Of 
Cattails in the swamp and Ironweed purpling and Vervain in full bloom. September, where fall 
and summer meet brings the waving plumes of Golden-rod in the meadow. The sun is hastening 
and earlier to bed and later to rise.

President Catherine Faragher wrote a follow-up of her to her April 25th letter to the members:

A reminder to our members who have not yet contributed to the Martha E. Crone Shelter 
Building fund. From Kenneth Avery, Curator, as of June 10, 1969, there have been seven buses of 
school children at one time in the parking lot of the Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird 
Sanctuary every day from May 1st until this past week which has averaged four or five a day. 
The children are conducted through the garden. Of the city buses, at least 35 per cent are our 
under-privileged group who might never know the wonder of Nature. How great when these 
youngsters can gather on the benches which will line our roofed terrace and enjoy the privilege 
of our library for an instruction period.

Because of $1.00 per hour rise in workman’s wages and an increase in the price of lumber, we now have 
to aim at $20,000 for the Martha E. Crone Shelter. Your response has been great. We are over the half 
way mark. $8,000 more and we can start construction.”
The Friends board met again on August 28 at Mrs. Faragher's home.  The construction costs were 
reviewed and the construction fund was  now $14,607 so it was decided that the slab for the building 

Map, courtesy of Martha Hellander, indicating the features of the Garden circa 1912 with the 
locations of the old office and new shelter indicated. While this map is dated 1912 and shows the 

old office, that old office was not built until 1915 per Eloise Butler's Records.
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should be put in now.  The Friends contractor, Joe Peterson Construction, was instructed to proceed. It 
would be the first week in October before it was done.

Autumn 1969 

Martha Crone wrote in the Fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 17 No. 4 October 1969) 

The sun filtering through the autumnal foliage, gives it the appearance of candle-light. The 
bright autumn colors fade and the woods are soon cold. Happy memories of summer are past. 
Leaves that shortly budded now are dropping making a carpet for our feet. This is the season of 
ripe fulfillment.

That Fall issue contained another note from President Cay Faragher about the shelter construction:

The Martha E. Crone Shelter is under construction. With luck, the slab will go in this week to top 
the cement block-lined excavation and the $919.00 worth of Flexicore beams --this building 
should last forever. A trip to the Garden will make you feel proud and happy that you had a part 
in this great project. Our building fund now totals $17,805. We need $4,000 more in order to 
complete this fall while the Garden is dormant. We are proceeding as long as our money holds 
out. Put a circle around Thursday October 23, 1969. That morning at 10 o'clock Martha Crone 
will be hammering in a golden nail from the old building and Barbara Flanagan will be there 
with her photographers. I want you all to know that we never could have gone ahead, as we 
have, without your hard working, enthusiastic, single-minded officers. Mr. Tusler, Building, 
Chm., Mr. Witt, Building Fund, Mr. Thorn & Mr. Dassett. Mrs. Crone who has been kept 
spinning with so many new memberships to process and two large memorials funds to 
acknowledge.

By the October 9 Friends board meeting, the building fund was up to $17,805. The memorial book was 
being prepared by Otto Japs of Japs-Olson Printing; the final contract 
with Mr. Peterson was approved as were Mr. Livingston's charges.
Construction responsibilities were finalized as follows:

• The site excavation for the concrete slab and snow fencing to 
protect the site was done by Park Board maintenance/
engineering staff and ready for the contractor prior to 
September 15.

• The foundation footings were dug and laid by the Friends' 
contractor, Joe Peterson Construction. This was followed by 
pouring the slab the first week of October.

• Running electricity and water to the Shelter (water also to 
rest rooms) by Park Board and NSP (Northern States 
Power).

• All structure construction was done by the Friends' 
contractor.

• Finished site grading by the Park Board; plantings by the 
Friends.

On October 23 Martha Crone hammered the “golden” nail and 
Barbara Flanagan was there from the Tribune with photographers. 
See photo above. The old structure was moved to a spot near the 
back gate.

Martha Crone with her great-
grandson, Alan Wander, age 3, on 
October 23, 1969, at the building 
site of the new shelter. Photo as 

published in the Minneapolis Star, 
Oct. 24, 1969,
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Barbara Flanagan wrote in her Friday column:

And at the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden in Theodore Wirth Park Thursday, the Friends of the 
Garden dedicated a new $24,000 shelter house. Funds for it are being raised by the Friends. 
Anybody can contribute. When it's finished, the building will provide room for meetings. A 
terrace will give birdwatchers and wildflower fans a new vantage point in that lovely and leafy 
bower.
It's a top tourist site – and unique in our town. About 100,000 people, including schoolchildren, 
visited the garden this season. I'd say the Friends of the Garden deserve a big hand and any help 
we can give them. [Full column copy follows text]

On November 6th, the last Friends board meeting of the year was held at Mrs. Faragher’s home. A 
large gift of $3,500 had come in from Mr. H. J. Neils, former president of Flour City Ornamental Iron 
Co., and the Friends now had $23,260 for the shelter, enough for completion and it was moved that the 
contractor, Joe Peterson Construction be instructed to complete the building. The details of the plans 
discussed from 1968 onwards follow this year’s text.

Robert Dassett, who recorded the minutes of the Nov. 6th meeting ended the text with this: "The Board 
members present then did do justice to a lunch modestly described by our president and hostess, Cay 
Faragher, as just a bite, but which indeed did prove more than ample to stay the beast within us."

44 new members were added. It was in 1969 that Elizabeth Schutt became a member. She was the 
daughter of Mendon and Clarissa (Clara) Schutt. Clara was a friend of Eloise Butler. Elizabeth 
remained a member until her death in 1999. She was one of the first Shelter volunteers and the large 
table in the Shelter was a gift to the Friends in honor of her mother. When Elizabeth died she left an 
annual bequest to the Friends.

Many memorials were received including a number 
in memory of Mrs. Tusler, who passed away on 
April 1st, 1969, and the wife of Hiram Livingston, 
the shelter architect, who passed away in August. 
The memorial in the Garden for Mrs. Tusler appears 
as that lintel over the shelter door.

Photo top of first page of 1969: Architectural 
drawing of the new Garden Shelter - 1968/69 

The lintel over the door to the Martha Crone 
Visitor's Shelter is engraved in memory of 

Margaret Tusler who passed away on April 1, 
1969. It was installed at the time of construction of 

the shelter. Photo G D Bebeau
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1970 

Winter 1969/1970
Ken Avery begins his 12th year as Gardener. In The Friend’s Newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™ Vol 18 
No.1 Jan 1970, Martha Crone wrote:

Twilight time comes early and very suddenly. 
Then there are many spellbound hours to devote 
to reminiscing and planning for the spring to 
come. Yet light gains tremendously in February 
and the days begin to grow longer altho the 
tempests of February are yet to come. The winter 
woods so still have every tree laden with snow, 
there solace is found in the silence.

For an update on the new Shelter construction, Friends 
President Catherine Faragher published this note in the 
newsletter:

The Martha E. Crone Shelter is progressing even 
in this sub-zero weather. Our thanks to the Park 
Board for their great co-operation which is, 
currently plowing the drive and parking lot for 
workmen and supplies. The rough shingle 
exterior charms all who have seen it. We have held 
up because everything is such a special order for 
this little gem of a building. We have had delays in 
millwork and the handcrafted iron work. However, as of this date, the windows are in and the 
especially cut stone from Wisconsin for the exterior chimney, which went to Iowa by mistake is 
due to arrive --- materials are now going in by toboggen from the parking lot. Our contractor 
assures us that all should be completed in February.

The Wisconsin stone chimney of the Crone 
Shelter. Photo G D Bebeau
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Our building chairman, Mr. Wilbur Tusler, is at Sanibel Island until March with his new wife. He 
has turned over his set of specifications to Mr. Henry J. Neils, a new member whose interest and 
generosity have been a god-send to us all. Mr. Neils, former president of Flower City 
Ornamental Iron Co., has consented to help supervise construction in Tus’s absence.[note] Now 
that we are near completion, we are looking for volunteers to "baby-sit” the Shelter so that it 
may be always open to the thousands that visit the Garden in the summer. This will allow more 
time to our Curator, Mr. Kenneth Avery, for conducting tours. This should be a “fun" project 
with a friend or just with your knitting. Your Board of Directors wish to thank all of you for your 
generosity and vote of confidence to us but we do want to remind you that WE ARE NOT OVER 
THE HUMP YET.

We have a book for gifts and memorials, patterned after those beautiful ones at the Woman's 
Club of Minneapolis. (Donors of gifts listed separately from the memorials). Mr. Otto H. Japs is 
entering all in his lovely script so that each entry will stand alone, with space between, to be 
easily read. This Leather-bound volume will be kept out on the large reading table for all to see. 
This is such a beautiful way to remember a loved one or just to be remembered, yourself, by 
future generations for having had a part in this wonderful project.

NOTES: Mrs Faragher’s letter highlights several important points about the Shelter.  First, Mr. Neils 
made a major gift late in 1969 which allowed construction to be completed; second, she is instituting 
the concept of a volunteer staff to greet guests when the Shelter is open.  This program, managed by the 
Friends, has continued to the present day; third, she 
mentions the fireplace stone.  The initial plans for 
the shelter called for a Franklin Stove as a fireplace 
was thought to be too expensive for the Friends' 
budget. That is the time Friends members Mr. & 
Mrs. Alexander Dean stepped in and provided the 
funds to construct a fireplace, the exterior of which 
is cut stone from Wisconsin. The fireplace and the 
large copper fireplace hood was a memorial in 
memory of their daughter Kathleen Dean Hillman, 
who died at age 25 in July 1968. That money came 
from both the Deans and from Kathleen's Girl Scout 
friends. A plaque is on the wall to the right of the 
mantle.

On February 5th the Friends held a board meeting at 
the home of Mrs. Faragher where the building fund 
was reviewed. It now totaled $24,758 and came from 
256 contributions of which 100 were memorials. The 
memorial book referenced above in Mrs. Faragher’s 
letter was a gift from Mrs. Gerald Burgess - who 
now has a fountain in her honor by the front gate of 
the Garden.

Who were the donors? In the Aug. 28, 1969 minutes 
it was noted that 21 Friends members had contributed $100 or more and 66 had given amounts up to 
$100. By the end of 1969 44 new members had joined.
A special custom memorial book mentioned in Mrs. faragher's note above had been purchased with 
funds donated by Mrs. Gerald Burgess and lists of donors and memorials were hand inscribed on 

The interior hood and heatolator fireplace, gift of 
Friends members Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Dean. The 

gift was a memorial for their daughter Kathleen 
Dean Hillman from both the Deans and from 

Kathleen's Girl Scout friends. A plaque is on the 
wall to the right of the hood. Photo G D Bebeau
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special pages by Mr. Otto Japs of Japs-Olson Printing.  The book was kept on the large table in the  new 
Shelter.  Unfortunately, it was stolen and now we have a very incomplete record of who donated what 
except for what was referred to in the Friends board minutes.  We know who paid for certain 
memorials - that is detailed in a section further below but the amounts are not known.  As to other gifts, 
only the following can be discerned from the records:

• Leonard Odell - 22 shares of Economics Laboratory - $931.
• Betty Bridgman - $400.
• Mrs. William Fobes, Jr. - 13 shares of 3M stock - $1,397.
• Mr. Mrs. Alexander Dean, $1,500.
• Henry J. Neils, $3,500.
• Minnetonka Garden Club - unknown amount.

At the Feb. 5, 1970 Friends Board meeting it was stated that funds collected now totaled $24,758 and 
came from 256 contributions of which 100 were memorials.

The Friends had just over $4,000 available to start so other than the gifts outlined above, over $13,000 
was raised from many individual donors and members who are now the un-named unsung hero's of 
the endeavor.

At that same board meeting at the home of Mrs. Faragher, the horticulturist of the Park Board, Mr. Carl 
Holst, was present.  He  reported that the Garden fence and gate which had been destroyed by a Park 
Board truck would be replaced as soon as weather permitted. Some cedars were also destroyed in that 
incident and Mr. Holst wanted the board to send a letter asking that they be replaced.  It would be 
added to the letter that when the gate posts were replaced that they be tall enough so that a sign could 
be mounted for people to walk under that designated the gate as the entrance to the Garden.  
Apparently the previous signs were either old, insignificant or not placed well.

Board member Mr. Harry Thorn was to draft a letter to the Park Board outlining the donation of the 
shelter to the Park Board with the stipulation that the Friends be consulted about any changes.

Spring 1970 

Martha Crone wrote in the Spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 18 No. 2 April 1970:

Help in identifying mushrooms can always be obtained from the Minnesota Mycological Society, 
which meets every Monday evening during the months of May, June, September and October at 
Walker Branch Library, 29th and Hennepin Ave.

Martha was a Mycological Society member and had been Secretary from 1926 to 1943. Mrs. Faragher 
writes to the Friends membership on March 23, 1970 (published in The Fringed Gentian™):

I have a broken leg. Mrs. Crone's "Fringed Gentian" is late because of me. We are in the process 
of turning over the Martha E. Crone Shelter to the Park and Recreational Board with the 
stipulation that the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., be consulted upon any future 
changes in the structure. The Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary will open, as usual, on 
April 1st. Dedication and Annual meeting will be scheduled when the Garden is in all its spring 
glory. 
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We have accomplished what seemed impossible. Your Directors hope 
that you will be as pleased as we are with the "Shelter" as you are the 
ones who have done this through your enthusiastic contributions. We 
are leaving a few of the exciting finish up "frostings on the cake" until 
the bills are all in and paid.

We have a magnificent 81 by 42 table in the making --- the gift of Miss 
Elizabeth Schutt in memory of her mother, Mrs. Clara K. Schutt who 
was such a great friend of Miss Eloise Butler. We are hoping that the six 
36 inch benches will be given by Garden and Bird Clubs before our 
Annual Meeting. We’ll be inside this year, warmed by a crackling fire in 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Dean’s Heatolator fireplace -- a memorial to their 
daughter. 

Now we have a real call out for volunteers to host the "Shelter" on daily 
shifts of 9:30 to 12:30 and 12:30 to 3:30 with the exception of Sunday 
when Mr. Kenneth Avery will take over. Saturday Shift from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. We are fortunate to have Mrs. Carl H. Olson take over the 
Chairmanship of this committee. Her telephone is 825-1464. As I am 
house-bound, I'll be happy to refer your calls to Mildred Olson if you 
can't reach her. 

Our heartfelt thanks to our Honorary Board for their wise council and 
to all of you who have been a great help to me personally, and to others of your Directors. God 
bless you all. Cay Faragher.

Of the six benches Mrs. Faragher mentions, five were sponsored. The Friends provided the sixth in 
1976. On May 10 the Minneapolis Tribune published a brief note that this was the time to see peak spring 
wild flower bloom at the Garden, quoting Ken Avery about all that visitors might see. The article said 

nothing about the upcoming shelter dedication however.
At a board meeting of the Friends on April 9th, May 13 at 4:30 PM was set as the date and time of the 
Shelter dedication. Parks superintendent Robert Ruhe and the Park Commissioners were to be invited.

The ironwork insert in the 
Shelter front door.  Photo 

G D Bebeau

Below: The 81 x 42 inch table referred to above by Mrs. Faragher. It was a gift of Elizabeth Schutt in 
honor of her mother Clara. Mrs. Faragher refers to six benches, several of which are seen in this 
photo. One each was provided by the Kenwood Garden Club, the Men's Garden Club of 
Minneapolis, the Minneapolis Audubon Society, the Minneapolis Bird Club, and the Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis. The Friends provided the sixth in 1976. Photo G D Bebeau.
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On May 13 Friends, Park Board Commissioners and 
contributors gathered at 4:30 PM for the dedication. Leonard 
C. Odell, son of Clinton Odell, was master of ceremonies.
Martha Crone was present. The dedication plaque reads: 

The Martha E. Crone Shelter was planned, financed 
and erected by the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden 
Inc. and it was given to the City of Minneapolis 
through the Board of Park Commissioners and 
dedicated May 13, 1970 at 4:30 PM.

[Note:  Cay Faragher's note to the membership states that the 
shelter will be turned over the Park and Recreation Board, 
yet the wording on the plaque lists the Board of Park 
Commissioners.  In late 1969 the Park Board changed their 
official name to the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board but 
implementation was not yet phased in when the dedication was written.]

Minneapolis Poet and Friends member Betty Bridgman wrote a poem on behalf of the occasion - “A 
Letter of Thanks from the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden on the Occasion of the Dedication of the Martha 
Crone Shelter on May 13, 1970”  Copy in Volume 1 as appendix 8.

The Shelter dedication plaque.

Below: At the dedication of the shelter - in front left, Leonard C. Odell, master of ceremonies; center, Martha 
E. Crone; right, Hiram H. Livingston, architect. Minneapolis Star photo.
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The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 16th, 1970, in the new shelter building. As President Cay Faragher had a broken leg, she sent the 
following message:

“I want to start off my letter with a pat on the back, to Mrs. Carl H. Olson [Mildred], a new 
Board member, for the superb job she has done in organizing her "Hosts" committee and express 
our appreciation to the following 21 persons who, working on three hour shifts, are making the 
first season of the Martha E. Crone Shelter such a success by their knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic presence in our new building.

Mmes. Herman Arnott, Frank Carleton, Clark Chamerlain, Alexander Dean, Lester Ericsson, 
Russell Gutteridge, William Hardacker, E. A. Hedentrom, T. A. Hoffmeyer, Carl H. Olson, 
George L. Peterson, S. C. Reed, Mary Simmons, T. E, Stark, Oscar Vanlander; Edward Verbarg, 
Miss Marion Griffith, Miss Elsie Johnson, Miss Elizabeth Schutt and Mr. & Mrs. Don Miller 
whom you will see all day on Fridays.

We are going to miss "Eddie Bruckelmyer" in the garden. He is a great fellow but we should feel 
fortunate indeed, to have Sam Baker back again full time. This fellow has a green thumb and has 
already salvaged some trilliums from a Coon Rapids road grader. [Ed. note: Back when Ken 
Avery had several helpers, Sam Baker was one of them. In the 1970s he was allowed only one 
helper.]

Mr. Alvin Witt has consented to head up a Garden 
Advisory Committee. If you have suggestions for the 
“Sanctuary,” call Alvin because this is our job from now 
on. I am happy to serve as your President for one more 
year. It will be a great day when I am able to get to the 
Garden and actually see the Martha E. Crone Shelter in 
use, to see that dream fulfilled and from all reports, it is a 
true testimony to the talent of our building Chairman, 
Wilbur Tusler and his Architect, H. H. Livingston.” Cay 
Faragher.

Directors elected were: Kenneth Avery, Martha Crone, Robert 
Dassett, C. L. DeLaittre, Catherine Faragher, Leonard Odell, Mrs. 
Mildred Olson, Leonard Ramberg, Alvin Witt, Harry Thorn, 
Wilber Tusler. A number of the previous directors plus several 
new persons were again approved as Honorary Directors.

Officers elected at the board meeting that followed the annual 
meeting were: Catherine Faragher President; Robert Dassett 
Jr. 1st Vice President, Alvin Witt 2nd Vice-president, Martha 
Crone Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Mildred Olson Recording 
Secretary.

Summer 1970 

In The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 18 No.3 July 1970, Martha Crone wrote:

Ed Brucklemyer, Garden assistant to 
Ken Avery. Ed retired in 1970. Shown 

here in a Park Board Greenhouse. 
Photo courtesy Muriel Avery.
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Summer is singing its noon song. Spring just past is a restless season, the time of planting and 
hoping, but Summer brings the peace of fulfillment. Mid July 
is the halfway stile between the first cautious growth of 
June and September's ripening.

Then she added this note of thanks to the Membership:

I take this opportunity to express my appreciation and 
extend my heartfelt gratitude to all members and friends 
who made possible the beautiful Shelter Building in the 
Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctuary and 
dedicated it to me. I am most grateful to those who have 
given of their time and effort to make it such a success. This 
is really the culmination of many years of my life devoted to 
the Garden.

Autumn 1970 

At a board meeting of the Friends on Sept 24th, the insuring of the 
shelter was discussed. A big order of new business was the request of Mrs. Crone to be relieved of 
duties of editorship of The Fringed Gentian™ and as treasurer and membership secretary as of the next 
annual meeting. The board prevailed on her to continue to issue the newsletter until that time.
Martha Crone wrote in the Fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 18 No. 4 October 1970):

Autumn has the last lovely smile of the year, when the hunter's moon is high, it seems reluctant 
to retire. There are many reminders of the fast maturing year. From budding to fruiting, the year 
has flown. There is much color in September and so much lingering warmth in October that the 
transition between them seems less marked in a way than that between any other two 
consecutive months. The dying of Summer's fire can be a wondrous experience. There is 
something in autumn that we never understand, the changing moods and things that are 
perfected by nature. Dusk comes earlier now and the daylight quickly diminishes and soon the 
familiar star patterns shift in the sky.

That Fall issue contained another note from President Cay Faragher to round out the year:

What a rewarding season in the Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary. The first half of 
our guest book reveals visitors from 35 states of the Union plus Egypt, England, Germany, 
Norway, Puerto Rico, India, Mexico, New Zealand, and Canada. Isn't it great that our hosts were 
in the Martha E. Crone Shelter to greet these people plus those from all over the state of 
Minnesota, plus our local visitors who came again and again, plus the groups or children, bird 
groups, garden groups and other organizations? 

Mrs. Olson reports that the following members joined her staff of Hostesses: Mms. Hildegarde 
Holtz, Franklin Kerr, Preston Haglin, Henry Norton, Constance Humphry, Marian Grimes. Miss 
Elsie Johnson. Dr. Grimes and Mrs. Alexander Dean are still coming on their scheduled 
afternoons during these late fall days. Our thanks to all who have given their time to make our 
building such a true headquarters and to Mr. Avery for his interesting display's therein.

The Sanctuary itself enjoyed a good season. Especially outstanding was the magnificent display 
of Cardinal Flower in the lower garden. The tiny Wild Poinsettia (so fascinating to me) did 

Martha Crone, Friends secretary, 
membership chair and editor of 
the newsletter. Former Garden 

Curator 1933-1958. Photo 
Martha Crone Collection, MHS
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themselves proud in the upper garden, expanding in 
size and number. So did the Prairie Dock (a very tall, 
showy, pale yellow Sunflower type which was 
introduced to the garden seven years ago and seems to 
like where it lives. [This is historically incorrect as 
Eloise Butler planted it in 1923, then Martha Crone 
planted it several times, first in 1939, then 1942, 1951 
and 1955. She may be referring only to the more recent 
plantings in the prairie area by Ken Avery in 1963 and 
1970.] 

Mr. Avery reports that on Sunday, October 4th, there 
were twice as many species or plants in bloom as on 
the same date last year, and all will go to sleep in great 
shape as he has had extra fall help from the Park Board. 
Next spring there will be additional plantings in the 
area of the Shelter plus a drinking fountain which will 
be incorporated into the general plan.

The drinking fountain reference is the memorial to Mrs. Alvin Witt (Bernice), who had passed away in 
June. The fountain is located directly in front of the Martha Crone Shelter.

On December 4, Carl W. Rawson passed away. He was a Charter member of the Friends and a director 
from 1954 until 1969 and was honorary director till his death. Martha Crone announced his death in the 
January 1971 newsletter. His bio is in Volume 1, appendix 2. When the year ended the Friends had 235 
members.
Photo top of first page of 1970 : The Martha Crone Shelter in the Fall of 1992. Photo ©G D Bebeau

The Wild Poinsettia referred to by 
Mrs. Faragher. Photo from a 

Kodachrome taken by Martha 
Crone on July 30, 1949.

Below: The Martha E. Crone Visitors Shelter, shown here in 2008. Photo G D Bebeau
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1971 

Winter 1970/1971 

Ken Avery begins his 13th year as Gardener. In The Friend’s Newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™ Vol 19 
No.1 Jan 1971, Martha Crone wrote:

By the end of the year the gardens 
are fast in a sleep that will hold 
through the winter. Especially the 
deepening cold of January and the 
coldest bite or all - February's ice, 
sleet, thaws and freeze. Anyone 
who takes snow as a matter or 
course is ignoring one of the most 
fascinating and beautiful of the 
phenomena of weather. From the 
beauty or the individual flakes to 
the formation of a snowdrift. The 
great silence or a snowfall in a a 
heavy forest is broken only by the 
soft slipping of white burdens from 
weighted branches or the less 
frequent snap of a breaking bough. 
The miracle of falling snow 
transforming the world. The drifts so pure and exquisite.

Martha Crone also noted in the newsletter that Carl W. Rawson passed away on December 4, 1970. He 
was an early director, serving from 1954 until 1969 and was honorary director till his death. (Bio in 
Volume 1, appendix 2) In that issue Friends President Cay Faragher announced that “to our deep 
regret” Martha Crone would be resigning as Secretary/Treasurer and as editor. She added: 

Those of us who know her so well can understand why Martha, after all these years of devotion 
to the "Garden" should want some care-free years for Friends, family and her north-woods 

The new Crone Shelter in June 1971 as featured in 'Around 
the Clock'. Landscaping is mostly completed.
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home." This would also be Mrs. Faragher’s last year as president and she wrote: “And a Happy 
New Year to all you blessed people who have co-operated and helped me so much these past 
three years that I have been your President.

A board meeting of the Friends was held on Feb. 18 at the home of Mrs. Faragher. It was suggested that 
Mildred Olson (Mrs. Carl H. Olson) succeed Mrs. Crone as treasurer. The board discussed changing the 
fiscal year end and that was finalized at the Annual Meeting (see Spring below).

Spring 1971 

In her last issue as newsletter editor Martha Crone once again restated the purpose of the Wildflower 
Garden and the purpose of the Friends: (The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 19 No. 2 April 1971):

Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. was founded for those who are interested in promoting 
and perpetuating this one remaining area so close to a busy metropolis. This bit of wilderness 
provides a place to get away from the pressure of city living. The right to enjoy plants and 
animals in their native habitat.

We should exert every effort to preserve these natural conditions as a rest center for those who 
need them. Here can be seen in season practically all native flowers of Minnesota. Here it is a 
pleasure to follow the trails through the Reserve, some of them ancient Indian Trails. We are 
most grateful to those who have given of their time and skill to insure a successful garden. What 
a beautiful heritage to leave to the coming generation.

It is interesting that after all these years Martha still refers to the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden as the 
“Native Plant Reserve”!

A view of the path through the wetland in Spring with plums and marsh marigold in 
bloom. Photo from a Kodachrome taken by Martha Crone on May 7, 1957.
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Her opening paragraph about Spring included this:

The dark hours of early morning and evening are gone and April is emerging from the snow of 
winter and we welcome the impulse and freshness of spring. Yet frost lurks in the sudden chill 
of an April night, and early spring sun can do considerably more harm than the winters cold. 
The rains of spring again nourish all nature and what a delight to again see the sights of opening 
leaves and buds and hear the caroling of the returning birds. They have such an exotic appeal at 
this time.

Mrs. Faragher writes that Mildred Olson would not only assume the Secretary/Treasurer role but also 
become editor of The Fringed Gentian™. Dr. Marian Grimes would succeed Mrs. Olson as chair of the 
Shelter hosts committee.

The Annual Meeting of The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 15th, 1971, in the new shelter building. Kenneth Avery gave his report on the status of the Garden; 
Dr. Marian Grimes reported on the shelter volunteer (hosts) program. It was voted to change the 
Friends fiscal year from a calendar year to May 1 - April 30. [Note: The official fiscal year-end was 
always April 30th as filed with the Internal Revenue Service for non-profit purposes and was not 
officially changed to a calendar year until 2017. This resolution simply aligned what they were doing 
with what was official.]

Directors elected were: Martha Crone, Robert Dassett, C. L. DeLaittre, Dr. Marian Grimes, Mrs. Walter 
Menzel, Leonard Odell, Mrs. Mildred Olson, Leonard Ramberg, Alvin Witt, Harry Thorn, Wilber Tusler.

There was a long list of Honorary Directors but four were named Ex-officio members: Kenneth Avery, 
Dorothy Binder, Catherine Faragher and Walter Lehnert. This was the first time that the Garden 
Curator became an Ex-officio board member instead of a voting board member - a practice continued to 
the present day. Mrs. Binder, Mrs Crone and Mr. Ramberg were original founding directors of the 
Friends.

Officers elected at the board meeting following the annual meeting were: Robert Dassett Jr., President; 
Calvin C. DeLaittre, 1st Vice President; Alvin Witt, 2nd Vice-president; Mrs. Mildred Olson, Secretary-
Treasurer.

Summer 1971 

Ken Avery was featured in the June 1971 "Around the Clock”. a 
monthly newsletter for Employees of the City of Minneapolis, 
featured a fine article entitled "City Boasts Unique Wild Flower 
Garden!" On the front page was a picture of the Martha Crone 
Shelter, and on the second page one of the Curator, Kenneth 
Avery. AROUND THE CLOCK is published by the 
Minneapolis Civil Service Commission, Editor Fred H. Kobler. 
[Article follows text.]

The Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 19 No. 3, July 
1971) contained a report from Ken Avery on the Garden. He 
noted that attendance at the Garden was quite high, especially 
on Sundays. Spring this year had been very good in the 
Garden for the plants, violets in particular, but migrating birds 
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were scarce for the second year in a row. The Park Board was now ready to go forward with the 
landscaping around the new shelter building.

Ken Avery, while in charge of the Garden, was to be a regular contributor to the newsletter from this 
time forward, bringing to the membership details of the Garden and the events that occurred there. It is 
somewhat interesting that for the 12 years that he was Gardener while Martha Crone was editor of the 
Newsletter, we did not hear much from him. Martha must have thought that the Newsletter was not for 
that purpose, as she herself rarely said anything about Garden “goings-on” while she was curator.

Catherine Faragher wrote:

A mystery this summer has been a clump of Purple Bergamot [Monarda media] (vivid American 
Beauty color) not to be confused with the pale lavender Wild Bergamot or red Oswego Tea. Mr. 
Avery says he doesn't know where it came from. It just appeared.

Autumn 1971 

In his report as Gardener in The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 19 No.4 Oct. 
1971), Ken Avery noted that the flowers this summer have been quite 
abundant even though late Summer had little rain.

The tall blue Bellflower, which almost disappeared last year, 
made an excellent comeback and some other plants have done 
exceptionally well also. This year, for example, the Wild 
Poinsettia is blooming in greater numbers than I can remember 
its ever doing before; the Rattlesnake-root seems to be 
everywhere; and just today the Downy Gentian started 
blooming. In the bog, the Cardinal-flower seems to have 
exploded. They have been increasing steadily over the last few 
years but for the last two years, the bog seems to have belonged 
to the Cardinal-flower.

Crowds of people in the Spring concerned him:

I believe that we were over attended this Spring, and I have 
reason to believe that some of our potential patrons who would 
have appreciated the unique potential of the Garden did not 
come then because of the large crowds. I'm afraid that at times 
we unfortunately were overrun by people who were simply 
going somewhere for free entertainment.--Popularity can be a problem! 

Finally, some of you might be interested in knowing that the spring (located in the bog just 
behind the Garden) has dried up just as it did last year. It had done this before but only after 
prolonged drought periods. Last year it dried up after a short dry spell and this year it did so 
before the drought started. I'm afraid our spring is gone. [Ed. Note - his comment about ‘located 
in the bog just behind the Garden’ is somewhat misleading because based on his notes in 1975 
where he sums up his experiences with the springs in the area, he has to be referring to the main 
spring outside the west Garden fence and down the hill - the Great Medicine Spring. The area 

Tall Blue Bellflower 
(Campanulastrum 

americanum) (photo G. D. 
Bebeau)
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around the spring is boggy but the spring outlet 
was on solid ground.]

The new president of the Friends, Robert Dassett Jr. 
wrote about his background with the Garden.

Dear Members: 
It seems an appropriate time to surface, to greet 
you all as the new (since May) President of the 
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden before the 
Garden becomes dormant again and the Shelter 
is closed up for the last time this season. And so, 
greetings from one who has known and loved 
this precious plot of ground since a spring day 
back in 1930 when he discovered it quite by 
accident while birding. 

I'll switch to the first person now because the Garden has been so much a part of me these last 
forty years. Memories -- Miss Butler standing near the old shelter; my first Cardinal, April 1932; 
a walk down the east path with Dr. Crone [Martha Crone’s husband William] to see my first 
Barred Owl; drowsy August days talking with Martha Crone in the coolness of the old shelter; 
Mr. Whitney Eastman on a Memorial Day getting in an hour of birding between a morning and 
afternoon double-header at Nicollet Park; fighting a grass fire with Mr. Clinton Odell in the 
upper garden when it was still very new; and finally the rather feverish, hectic, but rewarding 
activity of the past several years when, under the leadership of the human dynamo, Cay 
Faragher, the new Martha Crone Shelter was planned, built and opened.

I went out to the Garden a few days ago. It has always had a special charm for me at this time of 
year with its Asters, Purple Coneflowers and Goldenrod. Why 
don't each of you come out to the Garden this fall to spend a 
quiet hour or so, and to inspect the new additions at the 
Shelter? 

The beautiful new drinking fountain, given as a memorial to 
Mrs. Alvin Witt by Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, is now 
in place and operating. Work in front of the Shelter to repair 
the disturbance caused by construction is going forward. Our 
faithful hosts and hostesses are still on duty. 

This is a beautiful time at the Garden, come and enjoy it.

As he stated, President Dassett was long acquainted with the 
Garden. On May 18, 1960, Robert wrote to Martha Crone: 

Enclosed is a check for $5 to enroll me as a Friend. A 
thousand dollars couldn’t even begin to repay for the 
wonderful hours spent in the Garden. I’ll cherish forever 
those moments spent on the paths in the Garden and also 
in your little cabin chatting about all sorts of wonderful 
things, but mostly about birds and flowers.

The Great Medicine Spring as it looked in 1939. 
Ken Avery refers to this spring in his text. (photo 

Walter Dahlberg)

Fountain located on the patio area 
in front of the Martha Crone Visitor's 

Shelter in the Woodland Garden, 
given in memory of Bernice H. Witt 

(photo G. D. Bebeau)
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In the same Fall Newsletter, Cay Faragher wrote (part of the note was given in the Summer section 
above) on the origin of gold fish in Birch Pond and why the Lotus lilies are not there any longer:

The captivating photo of Lotus lilies which hangs in the 
Martha E. Crone Shelter raises the question of why this 
treasure disappeared from Birch Pond and refused to be re- 
established. They still flourish in Halsteads Bay at Lake 
Minnetonka as attested to by Mr. Alvin Witt who was 
taken to see them by Mrs. Arthur Erdall --with the party 
was Dr. Leon Snyder [Director of the Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum] who was equally enthusiastic. The conjecture 
is that the fishermen who invaded Birch Pond and who 
were using gold fish as bait in those days, lost some of 
their bait which grew to carp which destroyed the Lotus. 
We have tried, in the past, why not try to, once more, 
establish the Lotus in our bog pool where the Wild Calla 
flourishes so profusely.

[The story of how the lotus got into Birch Pond is 
explained in the 1930 history.]

Volunteer co-ordinator Dr. Marian Grimes provided a guest book for the Shelter. Some of the out-of-
state visitors made these comments:
From Texas "How fortunate the people of Minneapolis are to have a place of this kind so easily and 
quickly accessible." 
From Nebraska “How quiet and peaceful, and still only a few minutes drive from the heart of the city."
From New York "Your Wild Flower Garden says what Ecology, a much publicized word these days, is 
all about.”

Photo top of first page of 1971: The Upland Garden in mid-summer July 16, 1953. Photo from a 
Kodachrome taken by Martha Crone.

Birch Pond, just outside the Garden on Aug. 
5, 1950. The Purple Loosestrife was finally 

eliminated in 2000. (photo from a 
Kodachrome taken by Martha Crone.)
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NoUI{DTHECLocf
It0ilTlil.Y l{ttIStETItR ton Etp[llyEES 0f Tltt ctTy 0F tiltililEtp0Lts

June, 1971

CITY BOASTS
Minneapolis has an alrnoBf

unique thirteea acre wild flower
garden with rnore than 1,000
species of plants that grow nat-
ura1ly in our area. The garden,
ov,rrled and operated by the Park
and Recreation Board, $/as es-
tabtished in i907 by a gloup of
botany teachers who waDted to
show their students plants grow-
ing in their natu!al. su!roundings
and di.dDrt want to travel long
distances searching fo! them.
Eloise Butler was ol]e of the
teachers and after retiring, be-
carne the first full. tirne curator
of lhe garden and remained in
that poEition ul]til she passed
away in her beloved gatden in
r933.

Now nasted the Eloise Butler
Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary,
a total area of 40 acres is used
including a good "buffer" area
surrotrading the actual garden.
Approximately 100,000 people
visit the area each year and
escape the noise and hurry of
the city and are abLe to leflect
on t}Ie tlanquillity of nature.
Located in T'heodore Wiittl Park
the area i.s open florn April until
November froln about 9 a.1n.
to 6 p, ro, every day.

The ideal locatiofl oJ the gar-
dea with hills and valleys, ponds
and bogs is needed to satisfy the

0tR0ttl (cont on Pase Two)

uilr0llr ttflrD rt0tTtR GIRDtt{!

825,00r) she Lte? ih1i )aa
donated by 'tlt:-'enis of
the ilili lltset Satdea"
to the people of l4inr'-
eqolis lost aeo!.

An Eight Page Paper?!?
No, you havenrt picked up hro copies of Around The Clock!

This issue has g!g!l pages. Occasionally, when the amouut of
news perrnits, we will have an enlarged paper.

Civil Setvice began the paper in July of 1968 and it has been
published rrlonthly since 1969. Ahe Public InJorrrration Office writes
and edits Around The Clock \rith Civil Ser\rice payiag the bil1s and
making distribution. Around ?he Clock is intended to provide a
line of comrnuaication between the City aDd ildividual employees
and also between employees of diJ{erent departrtents. Atound The
Clock wants evelyone to be a''drare of the objectives and aecomplish-
.nerlts of all departments and to lealn more about t]reir fellow
errlployee s.

Each month a news lelease form is seBt to one pelson in each
departElent goliciting idea6 and aews. We donrt, however, want
just those people to contribute -- as that i6 everybodyrs job. If
you have an idea for an article o! want a new service (the idea
for free want ads was suggested) call us at 330-Z2l? or wtite to
Public lnJorrnatio!1, 301M City Ha11, You doart have to v.rite an
article (unless you want to), jtrst tell u6 what you feel should be
included .. , we will do the re6t. This is your newsletter and
your ideas ale always welcome.

Page one
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illad Jlatter, at Iib raryReignRaggedy lnn
Acting entj.rely upon thei! own initiative, rnany of the enthusiastic

girls at the Minneapol.is Centlai Libraly dressed uP in faity tale
costurnes to inaugurate the Libraryrs SErnrne! ReadiDg Program.

The reading progTam, running frorn June 7 through August 20,
is entitled "This Is dtie Age of the Book". ParticiPants u,i1l lead
12 books to coincide witl: the signs o{ the Zodiac, and each child
w.ill ,eceive a zodiac chart to lecord his Progress.

Irr addition to surnrrrer reading, courrulity libraries throughout
Minneapolis have scheduled storytelling activities and filrrl p!o-
glarns. Several branches spoDsor regular cralt classes {or
children. Furtherrnore, the Pillsbury-Waite Cultural Arts Center
is sending its Story Lorr:y and Art Mobile to all the cify librariles
during the sumrner.

C entral

\
Reodifig sone
Edtte"ttJ6ne
Arldy " Shatcn

D". Seuss q?e "Mq.i
d'B?Len qad "Raggedu
Nordt>s.

0tflDflr
(Cont from Page One)

lequirerneots ol the rnany di{-
ferent plants. Three sizable
pools were excavated in one o{
tl-!e bogs and a spli,].g drains into
another pool which .I,as created
by a darn across a blook.

KennethAvery, Curator since
I959 ernphasized that this 1s nol
just a trgarden with beds of flow-
ers, but a real sanct-uary for
lature. " Tlees are lot trim-
rrled ualess they are a danger
to t}Ie people a!1d ryrost fal1en
tlees lelnain on the ground.
Said Avery, "We eorlrpliae to
keep it natural aDd yet not be-
come an eye so!e. This is a
place for people, but it is not
iDtended to look like a golf
course. "

A non-profit organization of
250 rnernbers (Friends of the
WiId tr'1ower Galdea, Inc. ) vol-
unteer thei.r tirne and assistance
to hetp the garden. M!s. Fa!-
agher, president, said, "Ours
is an olganizatioD made up of
people in all walks of life with
a mutual interest in wild flowers
and a Iittle area of wild beauty
within the confines of a great
ci.ty. I' Last yea! thi6 gloup of
people raised over $25,000 arrd
donated !o the people .oI MiD-
neapolis a buildidg fo! the saac-
tuary that now houses the office
for the Culato!, nature displays,
a 1iblary and rneeting place for
groups touling the area. ?he

Page Tlro

to be ted byComputer Sourse Graduates
On May 28, 12 persons frorn

8 different city departrnenls
were graduated {!o!n the city's
Corrputer Prograrnrrre r Ttaini.lg
Class.

The graduates have success-
firlly cornpleted a five rnontl
educatioD plograra ditected to-
ward the writing of compute.
prograrns fo! the cityrs new and
lalger computer. It is planned

C ornpu t er p P ogrionev o Ya.Cu a ie e :
Adon Kt@ner, Ethel S€lles ,
Otoil,Le Dagqett, e"aC ilenr!,
Thdna-a Nelsok, R1:chcld Hd.sea'
J@Pe CL@J, Ronald 1nitk, Don
Hed4uist, P.onaki C1-ee" lncnas
Becke", Rqrdn{rtz ii6nr"aklutt!
and Dollald HanscL.

that the inforlrlation recorded by
the various city departlnent6
will be autornated and maintained
by the new computer.

Warren Hasty, Manager o{
Data Processing, was master o{
ceremonies at the gladuation,
with Alderrnan Gladys Brooks
and City Cooldinator ThoEras
Thorrlpson speaking.

Y'enneth Aoe"!, C'Dato" of the
El,oLse Butle" ttild Flaret and
Bi.rd Soektat|r1 since 1959,

building was dedicated to Martha
E. Clorle, Culator frorn 1933-
1959. and now an active rnernbe!
of the I'rieads of the Wild Florx'-
er Garden organization.

Avery said thi s has been "an
especially good year lor wild
flowers'r due in most part to the
heavy laias of late. We must
"give nature !'Iost of the ciedit"
for the beaury of the area.

Our state flower, the Ladyrg
Slipper, is iu bloom the end of
June. Be sure to see it alrd
the hundreds of other plants on
your visit to the Eloise Butle!
wild Flower and Bild Sanctuary.

.t*

lrl
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1972 

Winter 1971/1972 

Ken Avery begins his 14th year as Gardener. In the Newsletter (Vol. 20 No. 1 Jan 1972) Ken Avery,  
writing in late 1971, reported that early winter weather was too mild for the ground to freeze before the 
snows came and he could not get some of the late fall work done. Last year he reported that the spring 
outside the Garden [The Great Medicine Spring] had dried up and now he adds new information: 
[dates added]

If you remember last year [1970], the spring dried up in midsummer and then started to flow 
again in mid-November. This year [1971] it also dried up in midsummer and this fall I kept a 
faithful vigil to see when it would run again. It was not yet running when we left the Garden on 
December 1. At that time, however, I found by pushing a stick into the pipe that the water was 
less than two inches from the top. On December 5, my wife and I stopped at the Park to fill the 
bird feeders there and found a trickle of water coming from the pipe at the spring. By Christmas 
Day the trickle had increased to a significant little stream. It seems obvious that the area's water 
table has become progressively lower for the last decade or two, but it has remained quite 
constant for the last year or two so it may have reached, or at least be approaching, its lowest 
point.

This issue also had a review of Gerald Ownbey’s new book 
“Common Wildflowers of Minnesota” published in 1971. This 
was at the time a tremendously good reference book and still 
valuable 40 years later, although some of the scientific names 
have changed.

The Friends held a board meeting on March 9th at the home 
of Secretary Mildred Olson. Cash on hand was $3,295. Ken 
Avery expressed the need for a Garden Tractor with mower 
attachment and specified the Gravely tractor which the 
board voted to obtain for him. Cost about $800. A members 
directory was being prepared for distribution by Secretary 
Mildred Olson.

Spring 1972 

In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 20 No. 2 April 1972) Friends President Robert Dassett writes that the 
parking lot for the Garden is to be re-designed and re-surfaced this summer. It was noted that the 
Fringed Gentian (Gentiana crinita), the namesake of the newsletter, was no longer growing in the 
Garden.

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 13th, 1972, in the new shelter building, 20 people attending. Kenneth Avery gave his report of the 
status of the Garden. The Friends assets totaled $2,552. Membership totaled 231. Dr. Marian Grimes 
reported on the shelter volunteer (hosts) program which had 25 volunteers at that date. One of the new 
volunteers on her list was Mr. & Mrs. O. Lynn Deweese, Mr. Deweese would later become President of 
the Friends in 1980.

The Cover of Gerald Ownbey's new 
book.
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Directors elected were: Martha Crone, Robert Dassett, C. L. 
DeLaittre, Dr. Marian Grimes, Mrs. Walter Menzel, Leonard 
Odell, Mrs. Mildred Olson, Leonard Ramberg, Alvin Witt, Harry 
Thorn, Wilber Tusler.

The list of Ex-officio members: Kenneth Avery, Dorothy Binder, 
Catherine Faragher and Walter Lehnert, same as the previous 
year. Mrs. Binder, Mrs. Crone and Mr. Ramberg were original 
founding directors of the Friends. In addition there was a list of 
Honorary Board Members carried over from the previous year.

This year Betty Bridgman was a member of the nominating 
committee. She would later become The Fringed Gentian™ editor 
in 1982.

A request was to be made to the Park Board to install a hand 
railing along the path from the parking lot to the Garden gate.

Ken Avery reported that this Spring season had gone faster than 
any he could remember. April was cold and dark and then a hot 
spell to rush all the early flower through blooming. He also noted:

Nature has its excesses every year and at this time the most obvious excess is its production of 
chipmunks. We've got them virtually coming out of the woodwork and there's a lot of wood 
around here!

Mr. Gordon Morrison, Coordinator of Environmental Education with the Park Board was present and 
made this statement on why the Garden is so important:

Here in the Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary and elsewhere in the Minneapolis 
parks' natural areas is one of the most outstanding collections of native wildflowers in the nation 
and possibly in the world. This is an asset in which Minneapolis can justly take great pride. Your 
actions and continued commitment is a key to its survival. 

Ultimately, the survival of our own species is somehow linked to the survival of all others -- both 
beautiful and unpleasant alike. We can designate sites and thus like a besieged group of 
partisans entrench ourselves against all onslaughts from the bull dozers, dam builders, asphalt 
machines, trail bikes, etc. But, finally, we will simply have built walls to further separate our 
precious remnants of nature from the very ones who threaten them. One by one, we will grow 
old and die, leaving no one behind to care, to man the walls. 

Our great commitment must be to instill in the attitudes of children the love and respect for 
nature that we have. It is they who will mature to take up the reins of industry, government, 
public agencies, etc. It is they who will decide the final disposition of our precious natural 
resources. If we have failed to develop in them a sensitivity and concern on behalf of 
wildflowers, birds, trees -- our environment -- then we can be assured that as we grow old and 
our final days approach, so too, will the last days of most that is beautiful in nature approach its 
final days. No manner of walls can be built to outlive us, no Maginot Lines will forever be 
impregnable against the forces that will destroy. But if we have reached, today, the men and 

Fringed Gentian (Gentiana crinita) in 
the Garden. Photo from a 

Kodachrome taken by Martha Crone 
on Sept. 24, 1950.
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women who will plan and build tomorrow, then and only then can it be assured that we have 
preserved and passed on the legacy of natural beauty we here enjoy. 

Thus, my hope is to see hundreds, even thousands, of kids out -- out here, out along the creeks 
and rivers, in the woods, on the lakes, in the Prairie Garden, along the Woodland Garden trails, 
learning to love, learning to see, learning to have lasting commitment for the preservation of 
parks, open space, and special resources such as Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary. 

Finally then, if you will forgive me, all but a few of the heads gathered here are grey. I fear, my 
friends, that this may well be symbolic of what must be our commitment to reach out and bring 
in youth, for only thus may we assure a future with the assets we love most -- birds and 
wildflowers.

[Note: The use of the name “Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary” used by Morrison is an 
instance of using the name that was adopted by the Park Board in 1969. Here ‘wild flower’ has been 
condensed to one word. Details on all the name changes are in the 1968 history.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, officers elected were: Robert Dassett Jr. President, 
Calvin C. DeLaittre 1st Vice President, Alvin Witt 2nd Vice-president, Mrs. Mildred Olson Secretary-
Treasurer. The secretary also handled membership and at this time Mrs. Olson was also newsletter 
editor - the same job Martha Crone had held for years.

In May Mildred Olson placed copies of The Fringed Gentian™ and membership cards in the Shelter for 
visitors to pick up. This was the first occurrence and the practice of placing that material continues to 
the present day.

Summer 1972 

The Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian (Vol. 20 No. 3 July 1972) 
contained the report from Ken Avery on the Garden that he had 
presented at the Annual Meeting in May. Mr. Morrison’s talk was 
also reproduced. The membership directory prepared by Mildred 
Olson was mailed with the July newsletter. The Friends held a 
board meeting on June 29 at the Crone Shelter in the Garden. For 
some months the board had been considering a short history of 
the Garden to be placed in the Shelter. Mrs. Beim (Moana Odell) 
was preparing a biography of her father Clinton Odell; Mr. Dassett 
and Mr. Avery were preparing an updated history of the Garden. 
Mr. Tusler had provided a book for the presentation of the 
histories.

A fan was needed for the Heat-o-later fireplace insert, and lights 
were needed for display cases in the Shelter. Ken Avery felt that 
the Park Board had no budget for such and the Friends should try 
to provide it. Board member Harry Thorn had made a number of 
glass mounted slides of the Garden and presented these to board 
to be used in the Shelter.  Mr. Thorn was an experienced 
photographer. The display lights were finally added in 1974.

Two women, Elizabeth George and Cathy Jo Peterson, were given 
One of the display cases in the 

Shelter for which additional lighting 
was requested in 1972, but not 

provided until 1974.
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time at the meeting to request funding for an educational slide and tape show about the Garden that 
could be presented to children in grade and junior high schools. They had made similar productions for 
other topics. They were given permission to obtain supplies needed for which the Friends would pay.

Autumn 1972 

In the Fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 20 No. 4 October 1972) Ken Avery noted the following 
about the Garden:

The largest tree in the Garden has died-- I'm sure that many of you will remember the huge elm 
by the park bench just beyond the Hepaticas. Five or six years ago one branch on the tree 
appeared to be dying and upon examination we found evidence that it had been hit by 
lightning. It had recovered from that injury, however, and has looked quite healthy for the past 
few years until this summer when the leaves started drying up and soon the leaves from the 
entire tree had fallen.

I suspected Dutch Elm Disease and called in the men who are assigned to check for the disease. 
The symptoms were not those typical of that disease--thankfully, so I am afraid our giant died of 
unknown causes. When I have it removed I am going to attempt to get a slice of the trunk 
prepared for exhibition in the Martha Crone Shelter. Since it would be one of our own trees it 
would be more meaningful, I believe, than the one now displayed. 

Other than that everything seems to be going well. In 
the bog the Cardinal Flower is blooming in great 
abundance for the second year and in the Prairie the 
Wild Poinsettia are blooming in numbers beyond 
expectation. The spectacular Prairie Docks are 
reproducing and we now have close to a dozen of 
them blooming--some over 8 feet tall.

[Note: In 1970 Friends President Cay Faragher had reported 
that Ken Avery had planted these in the Upland area in about 
1963, although that was not the first Garden planting.  They 
go back many years to Eloise Butler’s time.]

The elm Ken Avery refers to, based on his saying it was near 
the hepaticas, is probably the one Eloise Butler referred to as 
the ‘Inner Guard’ which appeared in a photograph published 
in The Bellman in 1913. 

There were at this point, only 17 volunteers on the list serving 
as hosts at the Martha Crone Shelter. Joining the Friends this 
year is one of our longest serving members, Marilyn Rohlfing. 
She was a member through 2018. She passed away in 2020.
1972 was the coldest year on record since 1917.

Above: A 1913 view of the east woodland path 
with the elm in the foreground dubbed "The 
Inner Guard" and beyond in the distance the 

large elm known as "The Lone Sentinel". Photo 
as published in The Bellman.
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1973 

Winter 1972/1973 

Ken Avery begins his 15th year as Gardener.

In the newsletter, (Vol. 21 No. 1 Jan 1973) Ken Avery reported on the status of the spring in back of the 
garden and of winter birds:

One physical phenomenon, which I have written of in the past 
and which seems to have been eliminated now, is the spring 
which ran from the time Minneapolis was first found until now. 
[Referring to the Great Medicine Spring] I’m afraid that we have 
finally managed to bring an end to this faithful servant as we have 
to so many before it. I have checked the water level and it is still 
well below the the original present surface of the ground (which 
is eighteen inches below the original contour of the earth). It may 
run again for short periods of time but I’m afraid it should no 
longer be called a spring anymore than we should call a puddle a 
lake. 

One old friend that gave me a fright last year is back, however, 
and seems to be ready to stay - our Great Horned Owl. Last year I 
saw him a few times in late fall and then not one more time all 
winter. I was afraid the greatly expanded winter use of the area all 
might have discouraged this shy bird and that he had secured 
more remote lodgings, but he is back as usual this winter.

Another bird which I have seen with some regularity this fall is 
the Pileated Woodpecker. This spectacular bird used to be one of our valued residents but for close to 
ten years now none have made their home here in the Sanctuary. We have seen them every year but 
only at widely spaced intervals. We have continued to hope that one (and preferably two) will make 
our Sanctuary their sanctuary. The bird which I have seen this fall has remained in the area much 
longer than any have for the last few years so I remain an optimist.

I should also report that the Saw-whet Owl, a bird that is not at all common in this area, showed 
himself to me at the spring about a week before Christmas. I have seen the species in the Sanctuary 
once before about nineteen months ago when one was seen in a white pine by the front gate at about 

Great Horned Owl at Eloise Butler 
Wildflower Garden. Photo from 

2014, Al Jueneman
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five-thirty one afternoon and it was at the same place 
at the same time again the next day. I went back time 
and again to see if this were this were his schedule but 
I did not see one again until this December.

In 1972 the Friends Board of Directors began to 
develop some histories. A short history of why the 
Garden was established and about why this spot was 
chosen for a native plant sanctuary was printed in this 
issue of the newsletter:

The idea of the wildflower garden arose from 
the difficulties experienced by the teachers of 
botany in familiarizing their students with 
living plants growing in their natural 
surroundings. Long journeys had been made 
with their classes, only to find out few scattered 
plants, which perhaps by the next season were 
exterminated by the needs of a rapidly growing 
city. Thus was gradually evolved the plan of 
obtaining before it was too late a plot of land 
that could support the greater share of our Minnesota flora. 

An ideal spot, fulfilling all requirements, was found in Theodore Wirth Park (then known as 
Glenwood Park), the largest park area in Minneapolis, and one interspersed with hills and valley 
and possessed of great natural beauty. To the original tract comprising about three acres, 
additional area was added from time to time, until at present the garden totals 20 acres fenced in 
and receiving intense maintenance and protected by the surrounding sanctuary of about forty 
acres.

That last statement is somewhat odd, as the only fenced area at the time was the current configuration 
of the Garden, excluding the one acre addition of 1993. Fourteen acres is the better number. At one time 
Eloise referred to having 20 acres and also 25 acres, but that included the north meadow where the 
Mallard Pool was located, which area was abandoned in 1944.

Spring 1973 

In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 21 No. 2 April 1973) Ken Avery reported that this would be one of the 
earliest Springs he could remember in the Garden. The Skunk Cabbage was already blooming on the 
17th of March and it usually did not bloom till much later because the low spots in the wetland were 
deeply frozen. He also updated information on the spring:

I’m afraid that this will be my last word on the spring which I have mentioned in my past 
reports. [see Winter section above] it remained dry all winter this year. I left town for a week and 
when I returned on March 17, I noticed that someone had capped the spring. On my first day 
back in the Garden, (the 19th) I removed the cap and about one cup of water rushed out and 
then it was over; and I’m afraid it is over forever. Our spring has gone the way of the Passenger 
Pigeon and for somewhat the same reason.

Pileated woodpecker in Eloise Butler Wildflower 
Garden. Photo courtesy Charles Miller.
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The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden 
was held in the Garden, on Saturday May 12th, 1973, in the 
Martha Crone Shelter, 24 people attending including a future 
editor of The Fringed Gentian™ (in 1975), Evie Chadbourn and one 
of our longest serving members - Marilyn Rohlfing, who joined 
the Friends in 1972. She passed away in 2020 after 48 years a 
member.

Kenneth Avery gave his report of the status of the Garden, in 
which he noted that the Shelter tape deck, which was part of the 
music system memorial to Mrs. H. H. Livingston, the wife of the 
Shelter Architect, had been stolen and that it was being replaced. 
In 1973 alone there were three break-ins to the Garden. The last 
one, in May, was into the Martha Crone Shelter where the tape 
deck was stolen. In an earlier break-in nothing was taken. The 
remaining break-in was to the tool shed where the chain saw was 
taken. He also reviewed new plantings and the landscaping in 
front of the shelter. Ken also requested that an alarm system be 
considered and also a telephone message system.

The Friends assets totaled $3,526. Membership totaled 245. Dr. 
Marian Grimes reported on the shelter volunteer (hosts) program 
which had 17 volunteers at that date. Two of the new volunteers 
on her list were Mr. & Mrs. O. Lynn Deweese, both would later 
become editors of the newsletter and Mr. Deweese would later become President of the Friends in 1982. 
In 1972 they had become members.

Betty Bridgman, Cay Faragher and Mildred Haglin were the nominating committee for the Board of 
Directors slate.

Directors elected were: Jean Chamberlain, Evie Chadborn, Alexander Dean, Robert Dassett, C. L. 
DeLaittre, Dr. Marian Grimes, Bruce Hooper, Leonard Odell, Mrs. Mildred Olson, Harry Thorn, Wilber 
Tusler.

The list of Ex-officio members: Kenneth Avery, Dorothy Binder, Catherine Faragher and Walter Lehnert, 
same as the previous year.

Honorary Board Membership list was increased by the addition of two men who left the Board this 
year - Alvin Witt and Leonard Ramberg. A honorary life membership was given to former Garden 
Curator and Friends founding member, Martha Crone, who also left the board this year.
The request made to the Park Board in 1972 to install a hand railing along the path from the parking lot 
to the Garden gate was turned down due to lack of funds, although it would be given consideration in 
the future.

A request was made last June, by Elizabeth George and Cathy Jo Peterson for funding for an 
educational slide and tape show about the Garden, but they had not implemented the project and no 
funds were expended.

Skunk Cabbage (Symplocarpus 
foetidus) in the Garden. Photo ©G D 

Bebeau

129



At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, officers elected were: Robert Dassett Jr., President; 
Calvin C. DeLaittre, 1st Vice President; Harry Thorn, 2nd Vice-president; Mrs. Mildred Olson, 
Secretary-Treasurer. Mrs. Olson was also membership secretary and newsletter editor.

Ken Avery's interest birds was developed when he arrived at the Garden in 1954 and found how 
important the area was as a bird sanctuary. Besides taking classes on bird at the University, he became a 
member of the Minneapolis Bird Club, which had been organized in 1939 and was affiliated with the 
Minnesota Orinthologists Union and a Chapter of the National Audubon Society. The Bird Club had a 
newsletter called the "Kingfisher" and in the Spring issue was listed the Minnesota Audubon Councils 
areas of concern. Listed as one of two delegates to the general meeting of the society was Ken Avery. 
(note 1)

Summer 1973 

The Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 21 No. 3 July 1973 ) contained a report of the Friends 
Annual Meeting referenced above. Ken Avery wrote this interesting story:

A young man walked into the Martha Crone Shelter with a young squirrel on his shoulder. He 
said that he had met it up the path and that it had climbed up on its perch on his shoulder. It 
jumped onto the counter in the shelter, examined everything, upset my coffee, climbed down the 
door and up my leg, jumped to the desk, back to the counter, and accepted a few sun flower 
seeds. Later that afternoon, the Batcheors (a couple who bird in the Garden often) were in and 
the squirrel tried to adopt them. It followed them in a complete circle of the lower garden, over 
to a little pond outside the fence, and back again. The only way they could get home without it 
was for me to lock it up in the office while they went to their car.

The next day a girl from the Animal Rescue League came over with six little squirrels to release 
in our Sanctuary but I convinced her that they were still too small to be left there on their own. 
Before she could leave, “the squirrel" crawled in with the six little squirrels and stole half of their 
food. Well, five weeks later it is still here,-- the tamest squirrel I have ever seen in my life! I (and 
you) can actually pick her up-- something that is usually even difficult to do to a squirrel that is 
being kept as a pet in someone's home. 

The girl from the Animal Rescue League has since released her brood too and while they weren't 
nearly as tame as the first one, they have learned from it that a little friendliness to the public 
pays off in goodies. Even some of the wild adult squirrels have decided to get in on the game. 
We are also overrun with chipmunks this year and the whole circus is a delight to the children 
and parents who come to the Garden. Oh yes, the flowers have been nice this spring too!

The short history of the garden with notes on the origin of the Upland Garden was another article, 
continuing from the first section published in January.

Martha Crone wrote a note of thanks for the honorary life membership that she had been given in May 
and added It has been worth hanging onto this wonderful Reserve, sometimes against great odds. As 
time goes on its value becomes more apparent. A priceless heritage to leave to those to follow.
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Autumn 1973 

In his report as Gardener in The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 21 No. 4 October 1973) Ken Avery noted the 
following addition to the squirrel story of the past summer:

The squirrel is adult now ... once in a while as I'm walking along a path a squirrel stops 
whatever busy business is occupying its time as if shocked by the sudden recognition of an old 
friend and then follows me up to the Shelter for a handful of those most delicious peanuts and 
sunflower seeds. There are always a number of days between these chance meetings and each 
time I wonder if it has been the last. Perhaps our encounter as I closed the Garden tonight was it. 
Who knows?

He also added this bit about the Upland Garden:

Some of you must have noticed that we didn't get the 
Upland Garden cut this Spring so that now it has a wealth 
of sumac in its glorious fall foliage. [Ken used a rotary 
mower with his tractor] I'm sure that it looks just 
marvelous to most people but to me it is simply a problem. 
However, there is something in the Uplands that looks as 
good to me as the sumac does to the unprejudiced eye. The 
Downy Gentians are just magnificent this year. Each bed we 
have is blooming and each is outdoing itself. I'm so pleased 
with them that I find it hard to do anything but stand and 
stare at them. The drought doesn't seem to have affected 
them or any other prairie plants adversely. Sometimes I 
think that adversity is good for wild flowers. It only keeps 
them in place. The prairie plants can stand almost any 
amount of drought and thrive while the plants that demand 
more moisture and are continually invading the prairie are 
driven back to wetter areas where they belong.

Friends President Robert Dassett was talking with the Park Board 
Planning Department about a new fence, gate and bulletin board at 
the entrance to the Garden that the Friends would pay for since the 
Park Board had no funds other than for maintenance.

At a Friends Board meeting on Sept. 27 at the Martha Crone Shelter, Mr. Dassett presented drawings 
from the Park Board for a cedar fence which those present, including Ken Avery, considered too 

Downy Gentian (Gentiana 
puberulenta) ©G D Bebeau

Below: The hillside of Interrupted Ferns in the woodland Garden. They have been growing there since
Eloise Butler's time. Photo ©G D Bebeau.
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ambitious and overpowering, plus it would not be durable and would block light from the plants. It 
was decided that the Friends would pay for a re-design and re-construction of the steps with an 
unobtrusive railing, a modest bulletin board and entrance sign and a bike rack near the entrance.

At the end of the season, 28 people had served as Shelter volunteers.
Joining the Friends this year was Joan Stenberg who remained a member until 2018.

Photo top of first page of 1973: The Martha Crone Shelter in Winter Snow.

References:
Note 1: Minneapolis Tribune, May 20, 1973, pg 112.

An infestation of Sumac in the Upland Garden, as much a 
control problem today as Ken Avery writes about in 1973. 

Photo from 2013, ©G D Bebeau
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1974 

Winter 1973/1974 

Ken Avery begins his 16th year as Gardener. In The Newsletter, (Vol. 22 No.1 Jan 1974), Ken Avery 
reported on visitors to the Garden area during the winter.

Today, January l, 1974, as I write this it is -30°. We have broken the record for low readings three 
days in a row and it is supposed to be cold again tomorrow. Last Sunday when it was about 0, 
my wife and I went to the Garden to fill the bird feeders. Since it was so cold we parked at the 
south end, rather than at the Spring, to make a quick trip of it. One car was parked at the gate 
when we arrived there. As we left our car another car pulled up with two young men with skis. 
When we left, just thirty minutes later, there were four other cars in the parking spot. At the top 
of the hill there was a family skiing; while I was filling the feeder some skiers went by; we met 
two skiers at the back of the Garden, two skiers coming down the hill from the hayfield, and two 
more skiers as we left the hayfield. (Skiers seem to run in packs of two.) [Ed note: The 'hayfield' 
would appear to be the open grassy area to the north-east side of the Garden which descends 
quickly to the level of the marsh behind the Garden]. I can't help but compare this with the first 
few years that I had the Garden. In those days you could spend hours in the park during the 
winter and never meet anyone. Starting about 1965 a few people started discovering how 
beautiful the Park was in the winter and with the rise in popularity of Cross-Country Skiing in 
the last few years, the winter seclusion of the area has almost vanished.

A snow covered path near the Garden that Ken Avery refers to as becoming a popular 
ski area. Birch Pond is down the slope to the right in the photo taken by Martha Crone on 

January 27, 1951.
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It was reported that two members of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden have 
died recently - Mr. Alvin R. Witt (photo) and Mrs. Gerald Burgess (Louise). Mr. 
Witt had been a member since 1961. In May of 1973 he was made an Honorary 
Member in recognition of his valuable services as acting treasurer during the fund 
drive and construction of the Martha Crone Shelter. When the Volunteer Host and 
Hostess program was started, he spent many hours at the Garden talking with the 
visitors. [More about Witt is in Volume 1, Appendix 2]

Friends and relatives of Mr. Witt contributed a considerable amount of money as 
memorials to the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden. He had passed away in 

October 1973. Mrs. Burgess died October 10, 1973 in California where she had lived since 1965. She had 
organized and counseled family-life groups in Minneapolis more than forty 
years and wrote a column entitled "Let's Be Better" for the Edina Courier 
from 1950 to 1960. She was also an author, her first book being This side of 
the stars. Louise was a member of the Friends until her death.

Both Families have a similar family related memorial in the Garden, that 
being a water fountain constructed of Lannon Stone. The Witt fountain is 
located on the patio area in front of the Martha Crone Visitor's Shelter in 
the Woodland Garden, given by the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden in 
memory of Bernice H. Witt, Alvin’s wife, who died on June 12, 1970. It was 
installed in 1971. The Burgess fountain is located just inside the front gate 
of the Garden, installed in 1986 in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald H. 
Burgess and presented by their sons. Gerald Burgess had died suddenly on 
April 29, 1938. He had bought plants for Martha Crone in a number of 
years in the early 1930s when Martha was Curator.

Spring 1974 

In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 22 No. 2 April 1974) Ken Avery reported 
more about owls in and near the Garden:

This last February I saw a Saw-whet Owl. This is the third time I 
have seen one. It is a little earless owl about 7 inches long (a Blue 
Jay is 10 inches long) and is supposed to be a very common bird. 
However, most people have never seen one. I saw my first Saw-
whet two years ago in April. A birder, who had come in often, told 
me that she had seen one a few days earlier and when she pointed 
to where it had been, there it was. I thought that it might have a 
routine that brought it there each day at that time so I looked for it 
every day for a few weeks but I never saw it again that year. The 
next one I saw was at the spring north of the Garden. It was in 
December a year ago. I was walking from the spring to the parking 
lot when a bird flew across the road into a cedar a few feet from 
me. I stepped over and ten feet above me was a little owl. The next 
one was at almost the same place this last February. I had just 
parked the truck at the spring and was walking away when a Blue Jay started making an awful 
fuss in the cedars and then two birds flew across the road--it was a Blue Jay chasing an owl 
about its size.

Burgess Fountain at the 
front gate. Photo G D 

Bebeau.

Witt Fountain in front of the 
Shelter. Photo G. D. 

Bebeau
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I also have some other owl news from last year. The Great Horned Owl has wintered in the 
Garden many years, more than I have been there, and we have assumed that they nested in that 
area--they nest in February. I had even seen two of them making overtures, but until last 
summer we had never seen the nest or their young. Last Spring someone reported that they had 
seen a young owl in the wild area west of Birch Pond. We found one of the young and a few 
days later found a second one. They both disappeared, but then I saw one in the fall fully grown. 
Now I have a second-hand report of the owl nesting in the park again, but I have not seen it 
personally.

A board of directors meeting of the Friends was held in the Martha Crone Shelter on April 8. Gordon 
Morrison, Co-ordinator of Environmental Education for the Park Board and Gary Crider, Landscape 
Architect for the Park Board were present and it was discussed how to proceed with a revised plan for 
front steps and handrail leading to the Garden and then a bulletin board and bike rack at the front gate. 
More definite plans were to be forthcoming.

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 11th, 1974, in the Martha Crone Shelter, 29 people attending. The morning was dark with drizzling 
rain, which began to clear as the meeting was ending.

Kenneth Avery gave his report of the status of the Garden. Ken also demonstrated an alarm system that 
could be linked between the Shelter and the Gardener’s shed. The Garden received a small trailer from 
the Rose Garden that would be used with the Garden Tractor that the Friends had purchased 3 years 
ago.

Membership totaled 260 but some had not paid membership dues so Mildred Olson sent a special letter 
to 30 "2-years lapsed" members. She actually got replies - 14 paid, 6 expected to and the remainder had 
either died, moved or did not respond Dr. Marian Grimes reported on the shelter volunteer (hosts) 
program which had 20 volunteers at that date. She also requested someone to help with the duties of 
recruiting volunteers. Later, Evie Chadbourn and Lynn Deweese agreed to help.

Betty Bridgman, Marion Andren and Mrs. Mildred Haglin were the nominating committee for the 
Board of Directors slate.

Directors elected were: Jean Chamberlain, Evie Chadbourn, Alexander Dean, Robert Dassett Jr., Marie 
Davidson, Dr. Marian Grimes, Catherine Faragher, Bruce Hooper, Leonard Odell, Mrs. Mildred Olson, 
Wilber Tusler.

Following the election, Leonard Odell resigned in favor of his sister Moana Beim. The list of Ex-officio 
members: Kenneth Avery, Dorothy Binder, Catherine Faragher and Walter Lehnert was the same as the 
previous year.

The Honorary Board Membership list this year was: Moana Beim, Marion Cross, Dorothy Binder, 
Russell Bennett, Mrs. C. M. Case, Whitney Eastman, Mrs. George Ludcke, Henry Neils, Leonard Odell, 
Leonard Ramberg, Mrs. Clarence Tolg and the Martha Crone as honorary life member. Former Board 
member Harry Thorn was not nominated as he was moving to Virginia.

There was a board discussion of using funds of the Friends to do “things” for the garden. Except for 
buying the Garden Tractor in 1972, building the Shelter in 1969/70, the Friends had previously just 
donated money to the Park Board to be used for the Garden. These ‘things’ would of course need Park 
Board approval. The tape deck that had been stolen last year was replaced by the Friends at a cost of 
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$130. The chain saw, stolen last year, was also replaced in the Fall. The display case lighting was 
installed later in the season - see notes in the Summer section.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, Mildred Olson resigned as Secretary-Treasurer and 
newsletter editor due to health reasons. New officers elected were: Robert Dassett Jr. President, Moana 
Beim 1st Vice President, Alexander Dean 2nd Vice-president, Marie Davidson Secretary-Treasurer.
Marie Davidson also took over the duties of editor of The Fringed Gentian™, for the Summer and Fall 
issues this year. She also took over membership duties.

Summer 1974 

The Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 22 No. 3, July 1974) 
contained a report of the Friends Annual Meeting referenced above. 
The Showy Lady’s-slipper just began to bloom on June 18th, the 
latest date ever in Ken Avery’s records to-date but not as late as June 
21 in 1936 and June 28 in 1945.

Ken Avery wrote this interesting story about Pink Stemless Lady’s-
slippers:

Last year while at Itasca Park, a friend who lives in Bagley 
gave us a personal tour of Northwestern Minnesota and at 
the end of the tour stopped at the Kingsburys to introduce us. 
The Kingsburys have a rock and gem shop 6 miles north of 
Bemidji, and I must say an excellent one; but we stopped to 
see his garden. Mr. Kingsbury grows Pink Stemless Lady’s-

An inside view of the Martha Crone Shelter. Lighting was installed by the Friends in 1974 
to better illuminate the displays in the building. (photo G. D. Bebeau)

Stemless Pink Lady's-slipper 
(Cypripedium acaule) ©G D 

Bebeau.
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slippers and Ram’s-head Lady’s-slippers with the ease and 
success most people reserve for petunias. He actually has 
beds of these impossibly difficult flowers growing and 
thriving in his lawn. I have never seen anything like it!

As you might suspect, Mr. Kingsbury turned out to be a very 
personable, friendly man and when he heard what I did he 
offered to show me where some of these precious plants were 
growing if I could come back in the spring. Again, as you 
might suspect, I went back there this spring (the first weekend 
in June) and he showed me the place where they grow -- and 
grow they did! I believe that there averaged a Pink Stemless 
every twenty feet through the woods (Jack pines) and in a 
small area there were seemingly hundreds of Ram’s-heads 
growing. It was unbelievable. 

We took a sufficient number, and they are now in the Garden 
and at this time appear to be quite comfortable. I hope that in 
seeing them growing in the wild and by studying the way 
that Mr. Kingsbury grows them, I also shall be able to grow 
them successfully. Incidentally the woods where we obtained 
these plants is scheduled to be cut or I never would have taken them.

The Friends held a board meeting on July 29 at Perkins in Edina to discuss what things needed to be 
replaced in the Shelter. The tape deck had been replaced but the display case lighting, the alarm system, 
the fireplace heating, were all still in flux.

The Friends did approve installing in the shelter flood lights to illuminate the display cases. The 
display lights were installed for the cost of labor - $361 - by Hoffman Electric, who donated the 
materials and their overhead. Photo in the Spring section.

Autumn 1974 

In his report in The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 22 No. 4 October 
1974) Ken Avery wrote the following about why the Garden 
is full of poor broken, dead, and dying shrubs.

First I should explain that those shrubs are some of 
the most persistent “weeds” we have in the Garden. 
We have cut them, burned them, and torn them out 
by the roots, but in an area as large as ours it has been 
impossible to eliminate them. The truth is that there 
are still just as many as there were ten years ago. 
Burning, one of the techniques I just mentioned, is 
now the darling of those who would manipulate 
ecosystems. It is prescribed for maintaining forests 
and it is said that you cannot have a prairie without 
fire. Many seem to think that fire is a magic word and 
you have only to burn an area and, presto! you have 
a prairie. I will agree that fire is an important tool in 

Ram's-head Lady's-slipper
(Cypripedium arientinum). Photo from 

a Kodachrome taken by Martha 
Crone on June 9, 1954.

An infestation of Sumac in the Upland 
Garden, as much a control problem today 

as Ken Avery writes about in 1973 and 
1974. Photo from 2013, ©G D Bebeau.
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maintaining prairies but my experience is that fire alone will not do the job. Fire seems 
particularly ineffective in controlling sumac and oaks -- two of our greatest problems in the 
garden. Consequently I have come to my latest experiment. I am now using a tree killer 
designed for foresters to kill weed trees. I must say that the immediate result looks awful, but if 
it works (as it seems to be doing) --- well, wait until next year.

Friends President Robert Dassett wrote that this was a beautiful time to visit the Garden and 
encouraged all members to do so.

At a Friends Board meeting on Sept. 19th at the home of Mrs. Beim, the board decided to get a 
professional heating engineer to recommend a fireplace solution. The heating fix would eventually be 
attacked by the addition of glass doors and a fan at a cost of $600. Also, it was voted to replace Mr. 
Avery’s chainsaw, but the cost to the Friends for that has been lost in the records. There was also 
discussion about raising the Friends minimum membership above the current $3.00 per year.

At Christmas time Ken Avery received a card from Eloise M. 
Riggs who had visited the Garden. Her card read:

Thank you again for the beautiful day I spent in the Wild 
Flower Garden. Please let the kind people who had 
volunteered to keep shop know how much I appreciate 
their interest and the warm welcome they extended not 
only to me but to all the individuals and groups who 
dropped by that day. 

It gives one a warm feeling to know that such a spot 
exists and that it is lovingly tended and used.

Eloise Butler was her mother’s favorite cousin, and this Eloise 
was named after her. Eloise Riggs lives in Malden Mass. where 
Eloise Butler’s sister Cora Pease lived and where Eloise Butler 
visited during the Winter months when the Garden was closed 
from 1910/11 to 1932/33. She is pictured in the photo on this 
page outside the Cora Pease house at 20 Murray Hill Road in 
1988.

Eloise Riggs (right) with friend Ethel 
Moore, in front of 20 Murray Hill Rd, 

Malden MA. in 1988. Photo by Martha 
Hellander
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1975 

Winter 1974/1975

Ken Avery begins his 17th year as Gardener. In the Friends Newsletter, (Vol. 23 No.1 Jan 1975), Ken 
Avery has another update on the Great Medicine Spring just outside the Garden.

Guess What - - the spring is running again! The spring which I declared officially deceased in 
my report of March 1973 is running again. Actually I was wrong when I made my 
pronouncement as it never was completely dead, and even that year of 1973 it rose but it did so 
so late that I had already decided on its demise 
and had written its obituary. I think that the 
annual fluctuations of the spring are interesting 
and, assuming you will find them of some 
interest too, I will go back over its history.

The first time I remember seeing the spring was 
in 1951 when I went through the Garden with a 
class from the University. At that time there 
were four springs in the area that were running - 
- There was one at the lower end of the Garden, 
one just outside the Garden toward the picnic 
ground (where, I’m told, people used to have 
parties on spring water and gin), and there was 
one kitty-corner to the present spring at 
Glenwood Avenue and Glenwood Parkway.

By the time I started in the Garden in 1954, all had dried up except for the present spring, but the 
water level there was some five feet higher than it is now, and there was a fountain there at that 
time. There was also the tiniest trickle of water coming from the spring in the Garden. The next 
year the trickle in the Garden was gone and the plumbers didn’t replace the fountain.

[Note - that statement indicated that Ken is referring to the Great Medicine Spring as the ‘present 
spring’. Long-time Friends member J. S. Futcher wrote in 1992 “when I was a kid, all three of the 
springs were running and available for people to come with their jugs and take the water. Besides the 
main one, there was the one on the northwestern corner of Glenwood Avenue and Theodore Wirth 

The Great Medicine Spring with fountain, as it 
was in 1939. Ken Avery refers to this spring 

in his text. (photo Walter Dahlberg)
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Parkway, and the one to the east of the back 
gate.” 

The one Mr. Futcher calls ‘on the northwestern 
corner of Glenwood and Wirth Parkway’ is the 
one Avery calls “kitty-corner to the present 
spring” and what Mr. Futcher calls the one 
“east of the back gate” is the one Avery calls 
“just outside the Garden toward the picnic 
ground” and was known as the “bubbling 
spring.” Mr. Futcher’s directions are exact as to 
where those two springs are. The only one Mr. 
Futcher does not mention is the one inside the 
Garden that Martha Crone had worked on in 
1939 and where Ken Avery states (above) “there 
was also the tiniest trickle of water . . . “]

During the next fifteen years the spring flowed at different rates depending on the rains and on 
the season. It dried up two or three times during droughts and each year the average level of the 
water was lower than the year before. Then in 1970 it dried up in midsummer during a little 
drought as it had done in the past, but it was establishing a new cycle. That year it didn't come 
back until mid-November.

Then the next July, just as it had the previous year, it dried up. This time we hadn’t even had a 
good dry spell, and it didn’t come back 
until the first week in December. The 
next year it ran a little less and then in 
1973 it didn’t return until mid-April after 
I had declared it dead. Last spring it 
came back equally late but it lasted a 
little later into the summer before it 
dried up. Now it’s back running again. I 
found the first trickle of water coming 
from it on the 5th of December and it is 
running fairly well now. Until this year 
my feeling that the area was slowly 
drying up explained all but its actions 
this last year have me puzzled. I guess I 
can add that to that book I’m compiling 
of natural phenomena that I can’t explain.

An article giving additional information and 
photos of the springs is in Volume 1, appendix 9.

It was also mentioned in that newsletter issue that Dorothy Binder, a founding member of the Friends 
and former President, was now in a nursing home in Oakland California, near her daughter.

The Friends held a board meeting on Jan. 20th at the home of Catherine Faragher, Gordon Morrison, 
Co-ordinator of Environmental Education of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) and 
Gary Crider, Landscape Architect of the Park Board were both in attendance. The Park Board staff were 

The stonework of the old spring - the “bubbling spring” 
- just east of the Garden back gate - referred to in the 

text. (photo G. D. Bebeau)

The stonework of the old spring on the NW corner of 
Glenwood Ave. and Theodore Wirth Parkway (photo 

G. D. Bebeau)
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there to discuss projects and cost estimates: New steps from the parking lot to the Garden gate, new 
gate, new railing along the steps and bike racks. The total estimated cost was $8,000.

Cay Faragher was on the 1976 Bi-Centennial Commission and she suggested that the Friends 
contribution to this project would be a Bi-Centennial Improvement Contribution from the Friends to 
the MPRB. That was agreed and the board voted to approve $3,000. However, on Jan. 29 Mr. Morrison 
met with President Dassett and Alexander Dean in Mr. Dean's office and reported that the MPRB could 
not access some of the funds they expected to use for the $8,000 project and now the steps could not be 
put in. The Friends then amended their contribution to $2,000.

Frequent snow fell during the first months of the year, the Minneapolis Tribune (June 18) even referred to 
a "blizzard of the Century" on January 10 to 12, whereas the previous months of November and 
December were almost snow-free. Piles of snow led to a late Spring.

Spring 1975 

The Garden did not open until mid-April due to adverse weather. The normal opening day of April 1st 
enjoyed a record low temperature for that date: 9 degrees F.

In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 23 No. 2 April 1975) Ken Avery reported more about owls in and near the 
Garden:

Another thing that is happening is that the Great Horned Owl is busy having a family again. 
This may seem like a strange time to be sitting on a clutch of eggs but it is the time that the Great 
Horned Owl picks. I would think it would be a little uncomfortable, and I must say when I saw 
her half covered with snow she didn't have a terribly happy expression on her face; but she has 
no one to blame but herself. This is the third year in a row that we have been aware of the owl 
nesting in the area. I have no way of knowing if one nested 
there for the last 20 years, but since we have found it for the 
last three years and never did before, I wonder if during those 
high D.D.T. years they did manage to nest or if we simply 
managed to miss it. You know that the eagles have been 
having better nesting success these last few years since the 
D.D.T. has become less prevalent in the environment.

Ken also reported that during the winter Park Board crews were 
working the bog area just north of the Garden removing elms that 
had died of Dutch Elm Disease. Three of those were inside the 
Garden fence. To access this area with heavy equipment they cut a 
road through the boggy area where the water diversion pipeline was 
that ran from the Picnic grounds through the bog and then into south 
Wirth. This would be the origin of the hardened gravel path that now 
bisects that boggy area beginning from the entrance road to the 
Wirth Pavilion and ending at the old paved path (the old tarvia road) 
that follows the back fence line of the Garden. The pipeline was 
constructed in 1957 and ran from Bassett’s Creek to Brownie Lake 
and was to be used to add water to the Chain of Lakes when 
necessary. Pumping began immediately in 1958.

Friends President Robert Dassett wrote that the Friends had given 

The gravel path in the wetland 
north of the Garden where the 
water pipeline went through.
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$2,000 to the Park Board for the Friends share of the cost of a new 
ornamental gate to the front entrance, bulletin boards, some 
landscaping and a railing from the parking lot to the front gate. 
There was also an article about X-ray images of flowers that were 
the work of Dr. Albert Richards [photo right].

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden 
was held in the Garden, on Saturday May 17th, 1975, in the 
Martha Crone Shelter, 25 people attending. The morning was dark 
with drizzling rain, which began to clear as the meeting was 
ending.

Kenneth Avery gave his report of the status of the Garden, 
including that some Ram’s-head Lady’s-slippers were stolen 
along with some Maidenhair Ferns. He also summed up the early 
Spring weather in this note that was not published until April 
1976:

We didn't even open until the third week in April. Oh, I made a pitiful attempt to open on the 
first, but a blizzard struck on the first weekend so I couldn't even get into the Garden until 
Monday and then "they" wouldn't let me have Sam until the 22nd so I worked afternoons seven 
days a week for the next two weeks trying to be open for the few hardy birders who would 
come. (Oh there was work to do so I didn't just wait for them). Finally we opened and the almost 
completely discouraged flowers began to bloom. It was probably the latest spring since I have 
been in the Garden. [“Sam” refers to his assistant Sam Baker. These comments were not reported 
until the April 1976 issue of The Fringed Gentian™.]

President Dassett noted the Friends support for the Garden during the past year [Fiscal year ended 
April 30], which included the $2,000 mentioned above, plus the purchase of a chain saw, installation of 
lighting for the display cases in the shelter, fireplace glass doors for the shelter, repairing a projector 
and replacing a stolen tape deck [All except the $2,000 occurred in calendar year 1974].

Membership noted in the Secretary's report totaled 
240. Friends assets totaled $3,902. Dr. Marian 
Grimes reported on the shelter volunteer (hosts) 
program with 38 people on list. Betty Bridgman, 
Marion Andren and Muriel Avery were the 
nominating committee for the Board of Directors 
slate.

Directors elected were: Moana Beim, Jean 
Chamberlain, Evie Chadbourn, Alexander Dean, 
Robert Dassett Jr., Marie Davidson, Dr. Marian 
Grimes, Catherine Faragher, Bruce Hooper, Walter 
Lehnert, Mrs. Mildred Olson.

Mr. Lehnert, who was an honorary director for the 
past several years, returns, replacing Wilber Tusler. 
Also Mildred Olson returns following an illness in 
1974.

X-ray image of Columbine. One of 
several images by Dr. Albert 

Richards in the Spring newsletter.

The handrail along the steps leading the Garden 
Gate. This was installed in 1975. The steps shown 
here were installed in the Fall of 1982. Photo G D 

Bebeau
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Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. The Honorary Board Membership list this year was: Marion Cross, 
Dorothy Binder, Russell Bennett, Mrs. C. M. Case, Whitney Eastman, Mrs. George Ludcke, Henry Neils, 
Leonard Odell, Leonard Ramberg, Mrs. Clarence Tolg and the Martha Crone as honorary life member.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, new officers elected were: Moana Beim President, 
Alexander Dean 1st Vice President, R. Bruce Hooper 2nd Vice-president, Marie Davidson Secretary-
Treasurer. Marie Davidson also had the duties of membership and editor of The Fringed Gentian™.

Summer 1975 

The Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 23 No. 3 July 1975) contained a report of the Friends 
Annual Meeting referenced above. Evie Chadbourn wrote about her birding trip to Morocco. John 
Murtfeldt, who was a nursery owner, wrote about growing wildflowers.

Ken Avery wrote that the Showy 
Lady’s-slipper just began to bloom 
on June 15th. The very latest date 
was June 28 1945. The Minneapolis 
Sunday Tribune Picture magazine ran 
a color illustrated article on June 1 
about the Showy Lady’s-slipper and 
Ken was getting lots of questions 
about when it would bloom. The 
article gave a brief history of the 
Garden. The Great Medicine Spring 
was still running.

The Friends held a board meeting 
on June 20 at the home of Mrs. Beim 
to discuss issues left over from the 
May 17th meeting.

Another meeting was held Aug. 5th at the Martha Crone Shelter. The board had received a letter of 
resignation from Marie Davidson due to health reasons. There was continuing discussion on changing 
Friends membership renewal dates from the month of joining to a fixed annual date, such as April 1. 
Mrs. Beim and Mr. Dean were to meet with Parks Superintendent Ruhe on putting in a new path from 
the front gate of the Garden down to the Shelter. Mrs. Beim and Mr. Avery had laid out the path and 
Parks Staff had approved, it was only a matter of when it would be accomplished. Mrs. Beim told us in 
2002:

I was the person who developed the nice wide path that goes from the front gate down to the 
shelter. The way I did it was to arrange a garden hose along the route I wanted it to go. I was 
sure happy to get rid of that straight down plunge that used to be there. [More on Mrs. Beim 
follows the text.]

The Friends would make $1,000 available for the project. Mr. Lehnert offered to be temporary treasurer 
for a few months and Mr. Avery offered to put out the October newsletter with Mrs. Olson’s assistance.

Showy Lady's-slipper Cypripedium reginae ©G D Bebeau
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Autumn 1975 

In the Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 23 No. 4 October 1975) Ken Avery reported the following about the 
changes happening in the Garden:

Change is a constant in nature but usually this change is so slow that it is all but imperceptible, 
and while if someone were to come into the Garden after an absence of five years he would be 
aware of many changes, the same person would hardly notice any change at all if he came in 
each month throughout this time. I am afraid that this slowly changing world has been replaced 
by one of strikingly rapid changes during this past year--some obviously by the hand of man 
and some apparently by nature but strongly influenced by man. 

If tomorrow someone who has not been in the Garden since 1969 came in, he would wonder if 
he were in the same place. First where he would expect to find Miss Butler’s humble little office, 
he would see an area paved with stones and bordered with park benches. Over where the little 
half-tumbled-down shacks, that were used for tool buildings stood, stands the Martha Crone 
Shelter --not a large building as park buildings go but very grand indeed compared with 
anything that was to be seen here 
in the past. All of these happened 
five years ago but those of you 
who have not been in the Garden 
for one month will also notice· a 
few changes when you come in 
again. First at the top of the hill 
you will see a structure that looks 
a bit like a fort. It is a combination 
planter, bench, and bicycle rack. A 
sign should also be there before 
winter comes. You will also notice 
that a banister now follows the 
stairs down to the gate. The gate 
itself is very different and when 
you step inside the gate, you 
won’t recognize the path at all. 
Where the path used to hurry 
straight down the gully toward 
the shelter, it now meanders 
snakelike first one way and then 
another to the shelter. Do I like the changes? Yes, I do. The old path was a problem because of 
constant erosion as it tried to be a proper gully, and the new path is pleasant. We deserve a nice 
gate and the banister can be a valued friend as you walk up the steps.

Those changes that less obviously bear the weight of the hand of man are now evident by a large 
number of trees with red T's on them. I am sorry to say that these trees are either dead, or dying, 
of Dutch Elm Disease and will have to be removed before next Spring. I must now be a pessimist 
in regards to this. I believe that in three years we will not have any elms left in the Garden or 
even in Theodore Wirth Park. This will change the environment faster and more completely than 
any occurrence since Miss Butler picked this tamarack bog on the edge of town for her Garden, 
sixty-eight years ago. Those of us who work here will be very busy moving plants, chasing the 
proper environment, trying to keep our plants healthy and happy. Pray for us.

An older view of the winding path from the front gate down to the 
Martha Crone Shelter - probably from the 1990s as the wood 

edges have badly deteriorated. Note the 1917 birdbath next to 
the base of the twin cedars on the right edge. Friends photo.
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Friends President Mrs. Beim reported on the 
path also, thanking Superintendent Ruhe for 
his quick response to the Friends August 
meeting with him and for his response in 
writing - “I am pleased to have met with you 
and want to reassure your club of our 
appreciation for the volunteer efforts you 
have historically given to this area.”

The Shelter was broken into again with a 
leather arm chair stolen. The positions held 
by Mildred Olson would be temporarily 
filled as follows:
Secretary - Jean Chamberlain
Treasurer - Marion Andren
Editor - Evie Chadbourn.

Gordon Morrison, Coordinator of 
Environment Education for the Park Board contributed an article to the newsletter on the Kentucky 
Coffee-tree, in which he said:

Over the last century the Park Board has planted a number of these interesting trees throughout 
the city. Most parks have at least one of them. The largest of these are two Kentucky Coffee-trees 
growing on either side of Minnehaha Creek just upstream from the point where Lake Nokomis 
flows into the creek. They are very slow growing here in the North. They may grow quite 
rapidly their first four or five years but then slow down to an almost un-perceivable growth rate 
from then on. Those two near Lake Nokomis are only about one and a half feet in diameter 
though they are probably as much as seventy years old. Presumably those planted in the garden 
were planted many decades ago, perhaps by Miss Butler. [Note - Eloise Butler planted several in 
1909. The majority were planted by Martha Crone beginning with 34 small ones in 1934.]

At a Friends Board meeting on Sept. 19th at the Martha Crone Shelter. Mrs. Beim brought in a picture of 
Mrs. Crone for the Shelter [presumably the one there now] The offer of $1,000 to help with the cost of 
the new path to the Shelter was declined by Superintendent Ruhe as he felt the paths in the Garden 
should be the Park Board’s responsibility. Mr. Morrison noted that two to five benches would be 
installed along the new path also.

Although Mrs. Beim had spent considerable time over the past two years researching alarm systems for 
the Shelter and then recommending one at this meeting, the board voted to add an insurance rider for 
the Shelter contents to the Park Board’s insurance policy covering the shelter and to do nothing on an 
alarm system. [Note - years later an alarm system would be installed.] An inventory of shelter contents 
taken on October 20th totaled $3,320 of value. [Copy follows text]

Photo top of first page of 1975: The path from the front gate to the Martha Crone Shelter as it was in 
2008. 1975 was the year this path was laid out. Photo ©G D Bebeau

The present (2018) path to the shelter, following the same 
contour but with new wood edging and cedar shaving. In 
2000 the Friends provided funds for the edging materials. 

Photo G D Bebeau
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A History of the Friends  
Moana Odell Beim 

Moana's Story
edited by Lisa Locken

Moana Odell Beim was the daughter of the late Clinton M. Odell, 
founder of Friends of the Wild Flower Garden. She was a past 
President (1975-1976) and former board member and was active in 
the organization for many years. Following are edited excerpts from 
an interview conducted on December 13, 2002, by Steve Pundt, 
President of the Friends at that time, and the late Lisa Locken, editor 
at that time of The Fringed Gentian™, the Friends’ newsletter.
At the time of the interview, Moana was 92 years old. She passed 
away on February 9, 2007.

Dad really was the dreamer of that Garden. When I was a little girl 
there was nothing over there (in the upland prairie garden), just 
nettles. I went over and helped him pull up all of the wild things. 
Dad worked his head off but he loved it and would have gone right 
on doing it, but he got too old. Isn’t that too bad! It’s too bad to grow 
old. I’m 92. He was a great lover of nature. I just loved the Garden, too. Dad and I were pals. And I was 
the only one of his four children who really liked going out with him.

Every afternoon Dad would come home at 4:00 and call me. He had 
a pet name for me. I never liked my name. Instead of calling me 
Moana, he’d call me Mana. He’d come home and say, come on, 
Mana, we’re going to walk around the lake, and walk around the 
lake we did and he got me acquainted with Lake of the Isles, which 
is four miles around. You know, the flowers and everything around 
there was lovely. I had a lovely childhood growing up. So in the 
afternoon, Dad and I went out. We walked Lake of the Isles and 
we’d go out to the Wild Flower Garden.

When it got to be winter, Dad and I loved to be out at the Garden 
when it was snowing. If it was a mild day he would build a fire. We 
would get some bread and some raw bacon. He’d get some sticks 
and we’d put the bread on one stick and the bacon on the other stick 
and toast them and eat them half cooked. The food tasted wonderful 
whether it was raw or otherwise.

Eloise Butler was Dad’s high school botany teacher. Dad became a very successful insurance man. He 
was president of White and Odell down by Loring Park. After he had an illness he ended his insurance 

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden

Moana Odell Beim (left) and 
Lisa Locken, editor of The 

Fringed Gentian™

Friends President Steve Pundt 
and Moana Odell Beim
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career. He was president of the Burma Vita Company when Burma Shave got started. I can remember 
when Burma Shave was born. Dad just thought he had really gotten something, and his company had 
so much fun with that. On Dad’s birthday they gave a party for him and covered the cake with Burma 
Shave! So Burma Shave lasted about 20 years, but what it did was evolve with the roadways, and the 
roadways got faster and faster and Burma Shave died faster.

Dad had a good life and was productive, and he did a lot of good. He was so proud of the Friends, 
what he did, and the group who started it. Well, Gee, he had Donald Dayton on that. He really got a 
good group for the Board of Directors. They were all friends, and he just went after them. I remember 
Donald Dayton. I worked for Dayton’s for awhile. And Dorothy Binder; she was a personal friend of 
Dad’s mother. Russell Bennett; he was a very well-known businessman. Leonard Ramberg was the 
same, and Martha Crone: you know who she was. If you looked at Dad’s list of friends, you’d see that 
they were very active in Minneapolis.

I can remember Dad coming home. I’d be home from school and Dad would be saying to my mother, “I 
think I’ll go out and see Martha (Martha Crone, curator of the Garden) for awhile,” and they had the 
same interests out there. Whenever she needed something repaired or done, Dad just did it. And he 
gave a lot of financial aid. When he threw himself into something, he was whole-hearted. He was a 
good guy. I miss him. He was a good man, and did so many things for the good of the people and the 
city and the park board; they all were important to him.

When the upper prairie garden evolved, there wasn’t much there, just nettles. We were picking nettles 
by the thousands. I used to wonder, Dad, where did you get that idea? (to turn the prairie into a part of 
the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden). You never could tell what his ideas were.

Dad named The Fringed Gentian™. I remember when he named it. He said,
“It’s extinct. The Fringed Gentian is extinct as a plant." And I can remember 
how he used to go searching for that Fringed Gentian along creek beds and 
everywhere he knew they might have grown, but he never found any.
(Editor’s note: Although the Fringed Gentians no longer grow at Eloise 
Butler Wildflower Garden, the flower is rare, but not extinct as Odell feared.)

I think that the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden is marvelous. And to have it 
in the heart of they city. So I can give my Dad a lot of credit. Dad knew that 
the upper prairie garden would be perfect for wildflowers. At first there 
weren’t any flowers up there. If Dad told me to pull up ragweed, I’d pull up 
ragweed. He gave me a nickel for every one hundred ragweed I’d pulled up. 
I got a lot of nickels but I loved doing it.

The garden path. I was the person who developed the nice wide path 
that goes from the front gate down to the shelter. The way I did it was to 
arrange a garden hose along the route I wanted it to go. I was sure 
happy to get rid of that straight down plunge that used to be there.

I used to take my Girl Scouts out to the Garden. And I could teach them so much out there. They loved 
it. They’d much rather go the Wild Flower Garden than they would to scout camp. I’d teach them the 
things that I had done and my dad had done. It was all very meaningful, and the girls were very 
interested and they listened closely.

Drawing of the Fringed Gentian 
which appeared on the 

masthead of The Friends 
Newsletter.
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I was on the Friends Board of Directors. I remember my father started 
that board. He was old when he started it. My brothers weren’t 
interested, so he pushed it off on me. And I took over and I didn’t want 
to, but after I took over I loved it. It’s in my blood.

Somebody told me to sit on the porch of the shelter and listen to the 
birds. They said the birds were so active. And I did and I loved it. I am a 
bird watcher, too, and I was a birder with the Scouts. Gee that was fun. 
Those little girls about 11 or 12 years old are so enthusiastic! They are so 
darling and I had such a good time with them in the Garden.

So, that’s my story. I hope I’ve been a little help.

Left: The current path layout from the front gate down to the Martha 
Crone Shelter.

50th Wedding Anniversary Photo of Clinton Odell surrounded by his family 

Above left to right: Allen Odell (eldest son) and spouse Grace; Raymond N. Beim and spouse Moana 
Odell Beim; Amy and Clinton Odell; Barbara Odell Coleman and spouse James; Betty Odell; Leonard 
Odell (Photo courtesy Minnesota Historical Society, Martha Crone Collection).

Lisa Locken (1936-2007) was a long-time member of the Friends and editor of The Fringed Gentian
©2015 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. Photos (except of the Odell's) are ©Friends of the Wild 
Flower Garden.

148



OoPv -
o uY ?,'t

&41 k, /?7{

e *-a 7,t -?Zr 7;i-2.
frab luralr{z< @ tsa - -24,,n-hn.*u ^(zafr*,t -/tvu &zf

tlYL. W a. // S :

tr "m Zlzz$*t-"",n Ad/L/4-"-

z Ad,

"f"fl -774d-( t^4-&<-<
taA ea.u-f,zeE -U"/

# 
^r2as-,oa

|QZzzn {) n". Lrbez/uo) - @r--t"
3 -4+c, hrc-/u,"1 ?a e.<- ' / ? 6 /

(*>br* I = ata rbza--, €-az-<.c "/ z,
'h*L(raWc* /nu syfu z^ezgr//n

i6 
A"' ^rucb7f7@ 3-eLi

{ n *,ou
2s-z ,6's
Js-2, o'-o

...\|

3'a . oa

/ H, dz
q d. 4-o

e 3-. aa

-/a " 6D

/n).n
3z-" az

4 d-o, +-a

/ M, d-a

/tQ,/2

! o, d-o

lJN. s

149



. 

� , 

�

� �

� (PC.A/c,,,V\ �. �- � 
r 

� � ) (9'75-
150



1976 

Winter 1975/1976 

Ken Avery begins his 18th year as Gardener. The is Evie Chadbourn’s first issue of the Friends 
newsletter as sole editor, taking over from Marie Davidson who had resigned last year after helping 
Evie with the October issue.

In the Newsletter, (Vol. 24 No.1 Jan 1976), Ken Avery told what he does during the winter when the 
Garden is closed, other than keeping the bird feeders full. This winter he had 60 dead elms to remove 
from the Garden and near-by area. Beginning in February he helps other gardeners in the Park Board 
green houses starting new plants for the coming year’s planting in the city parks. Sam Baker (Ken’s 
assistant in the Garden) broke his arm and was “off duty.”

Friends President Moana Beim expressed the need for younger people to join the Friends and shared 
with the editor some history of how her father, Clinton Odell became associated with Eloise Butler, 
particularly the story about Jewelweed:

Although working closely together, Mr. Odell and Miss Butler 
had one area of disagreement- - -she felt that everything that 
grew in the wild had a place in the garden (even poison ivy); 
he distinguished between wildflowers and what to him were 
weeds. Therefore, the story goes, they had this big argument as 
to whether they should or should not plant jewelweed. He 
hated it---she loved it---they argued---she won---she planted it. 
So for three years they argued about jewelweed while they 
watched it grow. And recorded in Mr. Odell's journals are his 
following yearly comments - - - "The first year the jewel weed 
marched through the bog: - - - "The second year it started up 
the hill: - - - "The third year it went up and over the hill, and 
something is darn well going to be done!" So workers were 
brought in again and they pulled jewelweed for days. Moana 
Beim, our current president, well remembers the garden as a 
girl and the many hours she spent helping her dad pull 
jewelweed.

The Friends held a board meeting on Jan. 7th at the home of Mrs 
Beim. The entire board plus Ken Avery were in attendance. The 

Spotted Jewelweed, one of 
two species in the Garden and 

the 'plant of contention' 
between Eloise Butler and 
Clinton Odell. (photo G. D. 

Bebeau)
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insurance rider to cover contents at the Martha Crone Shelter would cost $33 to insure things valued at 
$3,320 [List of items in 1975 history]. Mrs. Beim also gave Ken Avery a list of unfinished work that 
needed to be done before the Friends released the $2,000 for the Garden Entrance project that was 
begun in 1975 and explained there. This project was considered to be the Friends contribution to the 
nation’s Bi-centennial celebration. Ken noted that it was uncertain at this time whether he would have 
any help in the Garden this year.

Spring 1976 

In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 24 No. 2 April 1976) Former Garden Curator and former Gentian editor 
Martha Crone submitted what would be her last correspondence to the Friends Membership:

Once again the awaking of Spring, coming after a long time of waiting. How fortunate to have 
this lovely Reserve to enjoy where Springtime’s beauty unfolds in every flower. Flowers are 
eager to answer the call of the warming sun, even while patches of snow remain. They must 
make the most of the sunlight before the forest deepens and veils the woodland. How delightful 
to hear the first songs of the returning birds. Wildflower and bird sanctuaries that have been 
established will greatly benefit future generations. How fortunate that this native area was 
added while still in its unspoiled state. It’s most necessary to meet the demands of our 
expanding population. 

I have devoted my life to what I consider this satisfying pursuit.

Ken Avery reported more about winter work in the Garden and the early Spring:

When I see the Skunk Cabbage is blooming already, 
it's hard for me to believe, or even remember, what it 
was like last year at this time, To be honest about it, 
we didn't even open until the third week in April 
last year.

This year everything is different. The Skunk 
Cabbage is blooming; the Snow Trillium is in bud 
and will be blooming by the first of April; the Wild 
Leek is two inches high; and the Bloodroot is 
breaking the surface of the ground, To say the least, 
Spring is really breaking out all over!

Two weeks ago I saw two Pileated Woodpeckers flying over Theodore Wirth Lake. This was a 
most welcome sight. When I first started at the Garden in 1954, the Pileated was a permanent 
resident and while not a year has passed without our seeing one, they have all been casual 
visitors for the last fifteen years. I hope that seeing two of them means that they are living here 
again.

I think I mentioned last year that the plague had struck--the plague in this case being Dutch Elm 
Disease. I've been working here most of the winter with the crew removing the corpses. We cut 
the dead trees down and burn all the parts that can be reasonably handled in this way. Then 
spray those parts that are too big to burn with a chemical that kills the grubs in the bark to 
prevent them from maturing and spreading the disease to healthy trees. I hope that we have 

Skunk Cabbage, (Symplocarpus foetidus) 
Photo G D Bebeau
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found them all and in so doing we have arrested the spread of the disease in the park. We have 
certainly tried.

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 15th, 1976, in the Martha Crone Shelter, 25 people attending.

Kenneth Avery gave his report of the status of the Garden, including that it was the earliest year for 
flowering of the Garden that he could remember. A question was raised by Mildred Olson about re-
foresting the Garden after all the elm losses. This was the first time there is a record of talking about this 
issue which would be important for the next 50 years. Ken thought some of it would happen with 
natural re-growth and some would have to be planted. The re-planting would in fact take place for 
many years, and has never stopped as some areas must periodically be thinned of the more invasive 
species and the remaining old growth dies.

Betty Bridgman made a motion to remove the word “false” from any Garden sign, as there were no 
“false” plants, just different plants, and they all had alternate names. Her motion was as follows:

I move that we request the change of every marker in the Garden which has the word "false" on 
it. No natural plant is false, and none imitates another plant, "False" is the word for phony or 
artificial, False flowers are plastic, paper, glass or wood. Every plant has a name that does not 
include the word "false", For instance, where our marker says False Solomon's Seal, it should say 
Solomon's Plume or Smilacina racemosa.

Below: The East Woodland in Winter. Most of the trees are elms in this photo taken on Feb. 2, 1953, before 
the onslaught of Dutch Elm Disease. Photo from a Kodachrome taken by Martha Crone.
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Motion passed after she agreed to bear the cost of new signs. She must have done so as minutes of the 
Annual Meeting one year later on June 4, 1977 have this: "Ken (Avery) apologized to Mrs. Bridgmen for 
not entirely completing the changing of markers of plants having 'false' as part of their common names. 
He has done those whose botanical names he could find."

It was decided that new steps from the parking lot to the Garden should be a first priority for the 
Friends. The 1975 project had included a new handrail, but not new steps. Dr. Marian Grimes reported 
on the shelter volunteer (hosts) program with 28 people on list.

Directors elected were: Moana Beim, Jean Chamberlain, Evie Chadbourn, Alexander Dean, Robert 
Dassett Jr., Lynn Deweese (new), Dr. Marian Grimes, Bruce Hooper, Walter Lehnert , John Murtfeldt 
(new), Mildred Olson.

Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha Crone as honorary life member.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, new officers elected were: Alexander Dean 
President, Lynn Deweese Vice President, Jean Chamberlain Secretary, Bruce Hooper, Treasurer.

Evie Chadbourn continued the duties of editor of The Fringed Gentian™. It was at this meeting that the 
duties of Secretary, treasurer and newsletter editor were first split off to three different people, although 
the Secretary would still be responsible for membership. Since 1952 all four duties had been assigned to 
the Secretary/Treasurer.

Summer 1976 

The Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 24 No. 3 July 1976) contained a report of the Friends 
Annual Meeting referenced above. Editor Evie Chadbourn wrote about what is a bog? and how does it 
differ from a marsh or a swamp. Ken Avery 
gave some statistics about how early the 
Spring flower season was - - - the earliest in 
his records.

The Friends held a board meeting on June 26 
at the home of Mr. Dean to discuss issues left 
over from the May 15th meeting. The 
Friends had released the $2,000 to the Park 
Board; it was approved that a new 
membership roster be issued and it was 
voted to spend up to $1,000 on an elm tree 
inoculation project to see what the results 
might be. Also, a sixth bench for the table in 
the shelter had been ordered but not 
received. The first five benches were gifts of 
several clubs and societies in the cities.

New Friends President Alexander Dean penned his first notes to the membership in the Summer issue 
of the Newsletter:

When we think of our little society as embracing all those members who, for whatever reason, 
lay aside from time to time their urgent daily tasks and devote time, thought and energy to help 

One of the six benches in the Martha Crone Shelter. Five 
were gifted by local garden and birding groups, the sixth 

provided by the Friends. Photo G D Bebeau
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perpetuate the wildness and the wildings of our dear Garden, we realize how aptly we are 
named---"Friends of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden"! It is more than a lovely plot of 
ground holding countless lovely creatures no longer common to the City in which it exists. It is a 
quiet corner in thought for each to come to for the refreshment and inspiration which the 
contemplation of God's ideas expressed in nature always bring to mankind.

And so I come to the office of President of this "Friends" following those who have served it so 
well, with a deep sense of gratitude for all that has helpfully gone before, Also with the 
conviction that the new Board working together with the new officers and the "Old Hands" will 
have a fun and highly constructive year. To keep our Garden wild needs not our "wild" 
thoughts, but our helpful ones and we hope to have some of these from all of you.

Autumn 1976 

In The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 24 No. 4 October 1976) Ken Avery reported that he had been of little use 
in the Garden since August 1st as he had back and leg problems, but he and Mr. Murtfeldt were able to 
get a large elm treated. Ken wrote:

You will be interested in knowing that the largest elm in 
Minneapolis has been treated with Lignasan, (This tree grows in 
the bog between our back gate and Xerxes Avenue - girth 16 feet, 
4 inches). When the trees were showing symptoms of Dutch Elm 
Disease last summer, I checked that tree and it appeared to have 
the disease. A short time later at a meeting of our Board of 
Directors it was decided to attempt to save our elms with 
Lignasan. It seems that the company which does this 
commercially, however, has their equipment on trucks, etc., so 
that they could not get the equipment into the Garden to treat the 
trees there, but John Murtfeldt, who is in charge of this project, 
did get one company to treat this precious old tree. I suspect we 
have saved it - - at least for one year. If you haven't been down to 
see it, we lost about half of the remaining elms in the Garden this 
summer. It's a shame --- the Garden will never be the same!”
[While the vignette in the 1942 newspaper article estimates the 
tree as 350 years old, modern tree age tables would calculate 
closer to 250 years.]

Editor Evie Chadbourn reported on "where did the Franklin Gulls 
depart to" when they left Lake Calhoun and Lake Harriet each morning 
after spending the nights there. They followed the flocks to, of all places, 
the large parking lot at Met Stadium. After resting there, most of the gulls ended up in the Mississippi 
Valley areas.

President Alexander Dean wrote this about the plight of the Garden in the Fall Newsletter:

Our woodland garden in the north sloping dell, high canopied with great trees and dropping 
down to the little marsh and littler pool, has changed its character with age and blight. Much of 
the canopy has gone, opening up to more sunlight than the woodland wildflowers can stand; 
therefore encouraging the growth of brush, vines and heavy weeds to cover the forest floor, A 
new generation of trees (some probably planted) and time will be required to bring back the 

Drawing of the old elm in 
the north meadow that was 

highlighted in a May 24, 
1942 newspaper article.
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woodland nature of this area, The upper garden is prairie which probably should be managed as 
the DNR is handling the prairie parks in the western part of the state to perpetuate the lovely 
flora of the grasslands.

The garden being a living thing changes with time. Our challenge is to see that Minneapolis' 
commitment to keeping it a sanctuary does not change!

At a Friends Board meeting on Oct. 16th at the Martha Crone Shelter, it was approved to buy for the 
Garden at Mr. Avery’s request, an electric starter for the Garden tractor and a jack. Total cost was $207. 
Ken Avery had received notice that the Garden may have to close earlier next season. It was agreed that 
a small committee should visit with the Park Board to re-affirm the relationship with the Friends.

1976 was an extremely dry year with less than 17 inches of precipitation; there was an early Spring and 
an abnormally cold October.

Photo top of first page of 1976: Violet Way path in the Woodland Garden. False Rue Anemone around 
the bench. Photo ©G D Bebeau

Below: The Fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ contained a nice drawing of the Garden Shelter and
new path to the gate - not clear who did it, only the initials ‘mhd’ which may have been retired 

Secretary/Treasurer and Newsletter editor Marie H. Davidson. Note that 1), a wire has been run 
between trees supporting a new bird feeder, just where it is today; 2) the boulder containing the 

memorial tablet for Eloise Butler sits on the side of the path next to what might be one of the several 
Pin Oaks planted there from time to time. A Leatherwood shrub is in that spot today.
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1977 

Winter 1976/1977
Ken Avery begins his 19th year as Gardener. In the Friend’s Newsletter, (Vol. 25 No. 1 Jan 1977), Ken 
Avery told about cutting down and burning or treating the bark of more elms in the Garden, similar to 
what he had to do the prior year. The chemical treatment that was available, that Ken and John 
Murtfeldt of the Friends started to use in 1976, could also be used on standing diseased trees to kill the 
beetles before the tree was taken down. He reported treating all such trees in the Garden and many 
outside the fence until he ran out of treatment. He also made this note about peat fires in the wetland:

After our summer drought [1976 was 
a very dry year], burning the trees will 
be especially tricky this year, We have 
already had one peat fire in the 
Garden this fall [1976], I started back 
to work in November and on the first 
day back I discovered a peat fire 
toward the other end of the Garden. It 
seems someone had stolen some of 
our wood and had started a small fire 
and the peat ignited. I tried to dig it 
out myself on that first day, but I 
couldn't, so the next day I got help - 
five men from the Greenhouse. We 
dug all day and poured 100 gallons of 
water on it before we finally put it out. 
We have had to dig out many peat 
fires in the past, but none of them 
burned as fast nor were nearly as 
difficult to dig out as this one. Last 
year we started a little peat fire each 
place we burned the logs. This year we are going to have to be most diligent.

Newsletter Editor Evie Chadbourn wrote an article about snow with some references as to how the 
ancients viewed it.

The Marsh area where peat fires frequently started when 
burning limbs and branches. This photo of the area is from 

1951 from a Kodachome taken by Martha Crone.
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Spring 1977 

In the Spring Newsletter, (Vol. 25 No. 2 April 1977) Ken Avery reported on organizational changes at 
the Park Board, several of which would affect the Garden in the future years, the most important of 
which was the appointment of Mary Maguire as Coordinator of Horticultural Programs. One of her 
duties besides programs was purchasing and planning. She would be involved with the Garden well 
into the later tenure of Gardener Cary George. Also Ken’s long-time assistant Sam Baker had retired at 
the end of 1976. Ken expected his replacement to be Richard Wick.

On another matter of the owls and woodpeckers that Ken frequently reported on:

Well, Spring is here. I know she is because she is in bloom 
(in the form of Snow Trillium) down under the hemlocks 
by the back gate. However, on Sunday (April 3) I saw The 
Owl and The Owl is our bird of winter. As long as I have 
been here, the Great Horned Owl has spent the winter in 
the vicinity of the Garden and would disappear shortly 
after we opened and people began to arrive, and then 
would reappear again in the fall as the people became less 
evident. I assume that the owl which I saw fly over - 
chased by three crows - was our owl (a Great Horned 
Owl), but last winter I did see a Great Gray Owl here in the 
Garden and they are approximately the same size so I 
could be wrong, Two other birds I have been seeing lately 
are a pair of Pileated Woodpeckers. They have been here 
for over a year now so I guess we can start calling them 
"Our" Pileateds. I haven't seen any spring birds yet and 
even a Goldfinch that I saw was still quite drab.

I don't imagine it will shock anyone if I mention that it is 
terribly dry in the Garden. Usually, even though the pools 
might be dry as we go into winter, after the spring thaw 
they are full and the boggy part of the Garden is soggy. This year the last pool is empty and the 
area by the bridge is as dry as a lawn. I've never seen it quite like this.

Among other things in the spring issue, editor Evie Chadbourn noted it would be her last issue. Lynn 
and Pat Deweese had volunteered to take over. It seems, that after the long reign of Martha Crone as 
editor, it was difficult during this time period to find someone who wanted the job for an extended 
period.

On April 16th the Friends held a board meeting at the home of Bruce Hooper. Ken Avery reviewed the 
changes in staff at the Park Board and at the Garden, the Friends treasury had assets of $5,116. Mrs. 
Grimes wanted to place a notice in the Minneapolis paper asking for shelter volunteers and Mr. 
Deweese presented framed photos of Eloise Butler and Martha Crone to be placed in the Shelter - 
presumably the ones still there today. The Crone photo is presumably the one Mrs. Beim brought in for 
the shelter in Sept. 1975. The annual meeting was being delayed till June to coincide with the 25th 
anniversary of the Founding of the Friends.

Pileated woodpecker in Eloise Butler 
Wildflower Garden. Photo courtesy 

Melissa Hansen.
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Summer 1977 

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
June 4th, 1977, in the Martha Crone Shelter, coinciding with the 25th anniversary of the founding of the 
Friends, 33 persons attending. Former Friends President Cay 
Faragher made all the arrangements.

Kenneth Avery gave his report of the status of the Garden. He 
reported that a large selection of plants had been provided by the 
Park Board, that he had treated all the elms in the Garden and that 
the vandalism in the Garden had been limited to damaging the 
screen door of the Shelter, and tipping over the Odell benches near 
the Odell Bird Bath. This was the earliest year for Spring bloom in his 
records, besting even 1976 which had then been the earliest.

He then introduced Mary Maguire, the new Co-ordinator of 
Horticulture who told of new improvements including the placing of 
4x4 posts along the path with manila hemp rope between the posts. 
[This would last many years, but the rope was never replaced when 
it wore out]. Additionally, more trees were to be planted, replacing 
the elms.

Dr. Marian Grimes reported there were 21 volunteers for the Shelter. 
Her notice in the Minneapolis paper produced no results. Also, she 
wished to be relieved of the chairmanship of the volunteer 
committee, but agreed to stay on.

There were several invited guests who had been on the Friends 
Board for many years previously. Attending were Martha Crone, 
Leonard Ramberg, Whitney Eastman, Wilber Tusler and Russell 
Bennett who was represented by his wife, as he was on his way to his ranch in Alberta. All spoke of 
their Garden experiences. This was the last annual meeting founding directors Leonard Ramberg and 
Martha Crone  attended. [Ramberg bio is in Volume 1, appendix 2].

As of this date, the old Garden “Office” was still resting near the back 
gate of the Garden.

Directors elected were: Moana Beim, Jean Chamberlain, Evie 
Chadbourn, Alexander Dean, Robert Dassett Jr., Lynn Deweese, Dr. 
Marian Grimes, Bruce Hooper, Walter Lehnert, John Murtfeldt, 
Mildred Olson. Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha Crone as 
honorary life member.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, new officers 
elected were: Alexander Dean President, John Murtfeldt Vice 
President, Jean Chamberlain Secretary, Bruce Hooper Treasurer.
Lynn and Pat Deweese had the duty of editor of The Fringed Gentian™.

The Friends held a board meeting on July 27th at the Martha Crone 
Shelter in the Garden. 

Friends past president Moana 
Odell Beim (left) and behind, Mary 

Maguire Lerman, MPRB 
Coordinator of Horticulture, shown 
here in the Garden in 1981. Photo 

courtesy Lynne Holman.

Friends founding director 
Leonard Ramberg. 1972 photo.

159



The old elm in the bog behind the Garden {largest in 
the City of Minneapolis] was still surviving with the 
inoculation program carried out by the Friends 
beginning in 1976. As none of the dead trees had 
been removed the prior winter due to lack of 
organizing it, the Friends suggested that if the Park 
Board couldn’t get to it, perhaps the Friends should 
hire an outside contractor to do it.

New Friends member Lynne Holman suggested that 
the Friends do more educational work in and about 
the Garden. She suggested that small conducted 
tours were a possibility for the Friends and also a 
self-guided tour brochure. [Martha Crone had made 
such a brochure during her tenure]. There were some 
against and some for this idea, but eventually the 
Friends would fund and help produce a number of 
self-guided Garden brochures. Ms. Holman would 
become chair of a committee to produce brochures.

In the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 
25 No. 3 July 1977) Ken Avery made a report on 
earliest and latest and average bloom dates for early 
Spring flowers. 

There was a long article about the new Park Board 
Co-ordinator of Horticulture, Mary Maguire, giving her background, what she does and her thoughts 
about the Garden. She now had been married and was now Mary Maguire Lerman. The report about 
the annual meeting was also given in the Summer issue.

Autumn 1977 

In The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 25 No. 4 Autumn 1977) Ken Avery 
reported he had found a turkey vulture in the Garden, a bird, he said, 
that many birders did not believe was in Minnesota.
Lynne Holman reported on the Garden tour brochures with this note:

Mary [Lerman] has committed herself to two projects which 
should be completed before Spring, 1978. The Friends will be 
assisting her during the Winter. 

FIRST - an informational brochure will be distributed to the 
school systems and other organizations who visit the Garden 
in groups. This brochure will describe proper behavior in the 
Garden and provide guidance on group size and adult/child 
ratios. This will hopefully enhance the enjoyment for such 
groups and limit any potential damage to the Garden. 

SECOND - a new general information brochure will be 
prepared to replace the present blue folder. This brochure will 

New Friends Board members O. Lynn Deweese 
(left) and Lynne Holman (right) shown here in 

1981 Photo courtesy Lynne Holman. 

Mary Maguire Lerman, MPRB 
Coordinator of Horticulture, 

shown here in a 1978 
newspaper article examining the 

stump of an elm.
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include educational material on the several habitats and on the flora and fauna in the Garden. 
Hopefully it will provide a self-guided tour which individuals and group leaders can use for 
greater understanding of the area.

The newsletter issue also contained a new column by board member John Murtfeldt on Wild 
Gardening Notes. John owned a wildflower nursery.

President Alexander Dean wrote the following in the newsletter:

Many of you may remember this time last year when we were in the throes of a severe drought 
that I wrote about the change that could come on the wild flower garden if such a dry spell 
lasted for years! Emerson wrote a treatise on "compensation", and though he really wasn't 
talking about the physical universe, it does appear as though there is compensation in nature. 
According to my rain gauge (not entirely accurate), we had 14 inches of rain spring, summer, 
and fall last year. This year, we have had 32 inches to November 1! And the garden is responding 
gloriously. The black soil is moist deep down, and the natural water table of the bog is back to 
normal. 

So the dry spell is compensated for, and the lovely wildlings are getting ready for a deep winter 
sleep with roots snuggled in the comforting damp earth. And the birds seem hardly to believe 
that the fall could be so mild, darting around like it was spring. In fact in my own woods, the 
white woods violets are blooming again as though it were spring! Your hardworking curator is 
busy planting new trees this fall, and your dedicated board is developing new ideas for the well-
being of your garden.

At a Friends Board meeting on Oct. 22nd at the Martha Crone Shelter, it was approved to buy for the 
Garden at Mr. Avery’s request, a log splitter ($400) and two booster fans for the Shelter fireplace ($100). 
[In 1978 the Raygo Company donated the log splitter to the Friends.] Lynne Holman was working with 
Mary McGuire Lerman on the Garden brochure and on a brochure for school children. Dr. Marian 
Grimes had received a Community Service Award from the Voluntary Action Center, following her 
nomination by the Friends. 

Ken Avery reported he was getting these trees for fall planting: River Birch, Sugar Maple, Tamarack, 
Butternut and Black Ash.

Photo top of first page of 1977: The wetland marsh in early Spring. Photo ©G D Bebeau
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1978 

Winter 1977/1978

Ken Avery begins his 20th year as Gardener. In the Friend’s Newsletter, (Vol. 26 No. 1 Winter 1978), Ken 
Avery listed the earliest and latest bloom dates for eight additional plants that were not on the list 
printed last year. [Full repor on Friends website] Newsletter co-editor Pat Deweese interviewed
Martha Crone and reported her recollections. This report contains one of four reference in our records 
where it is documented that Martha began helping Eloise Butler in about 1918, making her period of 
assistance 15 years. (note 1)  Some references simply state “for a number of years.”

Another paragraph adds this detail:

Until the late 30's there was no water in the garden; at times Martha would bring water from 
home in a milk bucket for the new transplants and always hoped for rain. When pipes were 
finally laid from Xerxes Avenue, they ran out of narrow pipe and finished with wider pipe 
which resulted in poor water pressure. The Park Board allotted $100.00 a year for plant 
purchases those years, and Martha purchased from several sources in Minnesota. The little office 
was primitive, without heat or light, and so kerosene lamps, and occasionally a kerosene heater 
were used. At times she would run up and down the path a few times to warm up!

Martha had a story about Clinton Odell. Pat writes:

One memory that she treasures is of her good friend and Friend's founder Clinton Odell, 
president of the Burma Vita Company. He, in early evening would take a chair into the lower 
garden and sit there and test various mosquito repellants that his company was developing. In a 
damp year we can all appreciate what an excellent testing ground this would have been.

Then this paragraph about famous trees mentions the home of 
a Barred Owl, a bird which some people say never lived in the 
metro area.

Though the Garden has been changed recently by the 
loss of many of its beautiful elms, Mrs. Crone sees this 
as a new era of development for the Garden and the 
return of some of the plants that have recently been 
shaded out. Two trees she remembers fondly are an elm 
just outside the Garden that was fenced in back in the 
days when Theodore Wirth and Alvin Witt considered it 
"their" tree. This is the largest elm remaining in the Park 
and with treatments by the Friends [see 1976] has so far 
survived the elm disease. The other tree, a monument 
for many years, was a large oak which after more than 
700 years of growth was destroyed by a storm. 
[Monarch] For many years it was the nesting home of a 
Barred Owl. A slab from this tree is displayed in the 
Martha Crone Shelter at the Garden. [NOTE: Although 
even Eloise Butler estimated the age of the tree to be that 
long, based on a 10 foot circumference reported in Eloise 

Eloise Butler in 1926 standing near the 
old Oak she called "Monarch", home to 

the Barred Owl for many years. The 
tree was finally removed in 1940 due to 
structural weakness. Newspaper photo.
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Butler's time (1913), it was perhaps a guess. Upwards of 260 to 290 years is more likely based on 
studies of tree growth. 

Spring 1978 

In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 26 No. 2 Spring 1978) Ken Avery put forth his thoughts on his tenure in 
the Garden and it is worth listing here, not just for the history but for his style of writing.

Today as I stood by the drinking fountain 
(where the old office stood for sixty 
years) looking down into that unfamiliar 
area of scrub trees and brush thinking of 
the changes that have taken place since I 
have been working here, I felt as though I 
had worked here forever. When I started 
working here there were still people in 
the Park System who could remember 
Miss Butler. Now I am about the only on 
left who was even alive when she was. 

I remember when the road to the Garden 
was not paved. Warren Cadillac used to 
try out its cars on our road. If they didn’t 
rattle there they wouldn’t rattle 
anywhere. When the frost went out in the 
spring, it was virtually impassable 
between the spring [Great Medicine Spring - near the base of the entry road] and our parking lot.

I remember when the huge elm --the one that was so large that you didn’t have to further 
describe which tree you meant when you said ‘that huge elm’ --- died. I counted one hundred 
and thirty rings and the middle foot of the tree was rotted out. It had to have been at least 150 
years old. [see 1972] Just think - during the first part of its existence there were only Indians 
walking by that tree.

The first year I worked here was the last year that any spring in the Garden ran. It was only a 
drip but it was the last. That was also the last year that the Park Board had a fountain at the one 
remaining spring --- the one I have given a running report on the last few years [Great Medicine 
Spring]. Since then the water table has been too low.

Marvelous things have happened over these years. One year a Goshawk nested across the road 
and moved into our area in the fall. What a magnificent bird! I saw it make an unsuccessful 
attempt to take a squirrel. Once I counted 40 wood ducks on the little pond over by the School. 
One spring the Garden was full of Veeries--hundreds of them. I don’t remember seeing one 
before or since then.

Strange plants have appeared, stayed one year, and disappeared. One year it was a Stiff Gentian. 
It appeared from nowhere and went back there after one year. The year after the Martha Crone 
Shelter was built a strange Nightshade grew by the foundation of the Shelter. The book said it 
grows primarily in disturbed soil. The soil must have settled too much that year and it didn’t 
come back. 

In his text, Ken is standing here by this fountain looking 
down toward the marsh area. It is a memorial to 

Bernice Witt, wife of former Friends Director Alvin Witt. 
Photo G D Bebeau
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The most marvelous thing is that the Garden still remains a little bit of Eden. About two weeks 
ago I had filled the bird feeders and was checking the battlefield where the war on Dutch Elm 
Disease had been fought, when I looked up and saw a fox up the hill only about 50 feet from me. 
I looked at it--it looked at me. I spoke to it--it ignored me. I spoke to it again --- it yawned, and 
having been put in my place, I went about my business.”

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 20th, 1978, in the Martha Crone Shelter, 28 persons attending. Kenneth Avery gave his report of 
the status of the Garden. He reported he had reinforced the shelter door with plywood to keep vandals 
from breaking in and that he was having success treating sumac and woodbine with a chemical spray.

Mary Maguire Lerman, the new Co-ordinator of Horticulture explained that the placing of 4x4 posts 
along the path with manila hemp rope between the posts had been delayed. The posts had arrived but 
the ground had been too frozen to put them in. After the meeting she gave an illustrated lecture on 
poisonous plants.

Dr. Marian Grimes reported there were 44 volunteers for the Shelter. 
Her notice in the Minneapolis paper had started to produce results as 
14 came via the Voluntary Action Center, affiliated with the United Way. 
Marie Demler would be one of those new volunteers, beginning a long 
relationship with the Friends. Also new was Ann Kessen, who later 
would be Friends President 1988-1992.

Friends Secretary Jean Chamberlain had been given a Volunteer Service 
Award this past Spring by the Voluntary Action Center, as had Marion 
Grimes the year before.

The Friends Board had begun two new projects. One would be to 
establish scholarships for a few high school students to pursue the 
natural sciences. The second was to make tuition grants for grade 
school teachers in the Minneapolis Public School system to take a 
Nature Study course or an Audubon camp each summer. Two captains 
chairs were provided by the Friends for the Shelter, principally for 
volunteer use as there were already two sitting chairs near the 
fireplace.

President Alexander Dean explained the scholarships this way:

To encourage a greater appreciation of wildlings in general and this area in particular, your 
Board has agreed with its Concepts & Budget Committee to use a substantial portion of the 
annual receipts of the FRIENDS for two projects. One is the establishment of scholarships to help 
a few high school students to pursue the natural sciences. The second is the establishment of a 
few tuition grants for grade school teachers in the Minneapolis Public Schools to take a course at 
a Nature Study or Audubon camp each summer. The details of these projects are to be worked 
out by the committee and reported to the BOARD next Fall so they can be implemented in 1979. 
This, besides the incidental aid to the physical garden, should be a little contribution to the 
ongoing appreciation of wild life in this area.

Founding director Russell H. Bennett, who had not been able to attend the 25th anniversary meeting in 
1977 was in attendance and made a few comments indicating his pleasure at the progress being made 

Friends past president Moana 
Odell Beim (left) and behind, 
Mary Maguire Lerman, MPRB 

Coordinator of Horticulture, 
shown here in the Garden in 
1981. Photo courtesy Lynne 

Holman.
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in the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden. This was his last meeting with 
the Friends.

Directors elected were: Moana Beim, Jean Chamberlain, Alexander Dean, 
Robert Dassett Jr., Lynn Deweese, Dr. Marian Grimes, Lynne Holman, 
Bruce Hooper, Walter Lehnert, John Murtfeldt, Mildred Olson. 
Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha Crone as honorary life 
member.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, new officers elected 
were: Alexander Dean President, John Murtfeldt Vice President, Jean 
Chamberlain Secretary, Bruce Hooper, Treasurer.
Lynn and Pat Deweese continued the duties of editor of The Fringed 
Gentian™.

During the Spring, the Friends received a support donation from Dorothy Binder, one of our founding 
members and second President. She was residing in California ever since 1971 and this was noted in 
the Summer newsletter (Vol. 26 No.3).That was our last communication from her. She passed away on 
June 14, 1980 at age 86 in a hospital in nearby San Leandro CA. [bio is in Volume 1, appendix 2].

Summer 1978 

In the Variety section of the Minneapolis Star on Aug. 
29, 1978, Caroline Young wrote an article titled "Plants 
had it made in tall elms' shade" in which she 
interviewed Ken Avery about the effect of the loss of 
elms to Dutch Elm Disease. By this time the Garden 
had loss all but 10 of its more than 175 American 
Elms, and Ken re-told the story of how that loss was 
changing the Garden. In the photo he is holding a 
Groundnut, a plant not found in the forest area of the 
Garden until the canopy of elm was eliminated. Now, 
the plants favoring shade were not doing so well. One 
of his remarks in the article was:

It used to be just beautiful.  It does not compare 
with what it was.  it has to go back to what it 
used to be; it's a highly disturbed area. 
It’s a tragedy in many ways. I go into mourning 
over it. The flowers are not as nice as they used to be. But by the same token, if a person is 
interested in nature, he has to be interested in what is happening - it’s an experiment I wouldn’t 
have the nerve to conduct.

In the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 26 No. 3 Summer 1978 ) Ken Avery reported on his 
latest innovation:

In the past I have described some of the cultural practices which I have used in the Garden. I 
must admit that one of the things I like about working here is that I must invent solutions to the 
problems presented by the Garden rather than simply follow solutions discovered by others. I 

Russell Bennett, 1978 photo.

Ken Avery holding a Groundnut. Photo from 
Minneapolis Star, Aug. 29, 1978
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am now going to let you all in on a little experiment I have been conducting over the past few 
years. One that, I believe, has been quite successful. 

When I first started working here I attempted to grow a little sphagnum bog by removing about 
a foot of soil from our bog and replacing it with coarse gravel, hoping that it would provide a 
sterile medium upon which sphagnum and other bog plants could be grown. It almost worked, 
but it was not sterile enough to discourage weeds, and when someone stole the pitcher plant I 
had growing on it, I abandoned it.
In a few years I hit upon a different plan. I made a raft upon which I could grow an artificial bog. 
I did this by taking throw-away beer bottles which we found in the park and pushing their tops 
through chicken wire. I then placed sphagnum moss on it and waited to see if it would grow 
under these circumstances. In a couple of years, I had a little island with quite a luxuriant 
growth of moss on it. I was now ready to go on with a larger bog. However, the brewers must 
have found out that someone had found a use for their debris and they switched to a new cap 
which could not be replaced on the bottle. This left me without a growing medium.

This Spring another solution to my problem presented itself --- wine bottles. They still have 
replaceable caps, at least the cheap wines which appear to be preferred by Park drinkers. I use 
them a little differently, however. Instead of thrusting the tops through the chicken wire, I tie 
them beneath it like logs. It took half of the summer to come by enough bottles to float my little 
bog, but finally I had enough. Richard Wick and I went over to the dying bog in the park 
[referring to the present Quaking Bog] 
for sphagnum and put it on the raft 
and set it in the pool. 

The next time you go through the 
Garden you may notice the two little 
islands in our pool. The one in front 
looks awful, but don't look on it just 
as an eyesore. In a few years it will 
look as luxuriant as that smaller 
island behind it.

The report about the annual meeting was 
also given. During the Summer a crew of 
CETA workers finally put in the 4x4 path 
posts and the ropes between them. Also, 
sections of an old fence separating the 
woodland from the upland were removed.

Autumn 1978 

In The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 26 No. 4 Autumn 1978) Ken Avery gave his feeling of what signals the 
beginning of Autumn.

I think Fall means something a little different to me than it does to most people. It starts in late 
September when the Interrupted Fern starts to collapse. One day as I walk through the bottom of 
the bowl where the Interrupted Fern grows, my nose - or my whole body - is filled with that 
first, most distinctive, smell that signals the start of Fall for me. It is a rich, thick smell. I am not 

This view in front of the Martha Crone shelter shows some 
of the old posts with ropes between them that were installed 

in the Summer of 1978. Photo from 1992, G D Bebeau.
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sure that it is basically pleasant; but with the familiarity that comes from my years of working 
here, it smells like the finest perfume to me. It signals the beginning of FALL.

Also in the newsletter Mary Maguire Lerman gave a short report about projects completed in the 
Garden and Friends President Alex Dean wrote about the future of the Wildflower Garden as follows:

A friend of the out-of-doors asked me the other day, "what do you see as the future of the Wild 
Flower Garden? Why are you so interested in it.” I answered: If by "future" you mean growth 
and development physically, then the Wild Flower Garden has no future. Except for a few 
cosmetics here and there such as are going on now - the placing of a nice, post and rope 
hindrance along the paths, the knocking down of some of the vines and weeds that grow too 
rank in the new sunshine - the Garden, to be a wild Garden, must stay about as it is.

If by "future" you mean its place in NATURE and in MINNEAPOLIS, then the Wild Flower 
Garden will show us, and generations yet unborn, what Minneapolis would have been if the 
white man had never settled here. This it can not do absolutely, but it does and can continue to 
give us an idea of what was here. Therefore, when we replace wild flowers end trees, we do it 
most naturally. We let nature do it whenever and wherever possible.

It is not in grandiose physical growth and development that I see the Wild Flower Garden, but 
as the expression of an idea which is held in the thoughts of people, cherished and nursed for 
those who come in search of its sanctuary. That is why I am so interested in it, and that is why 
my daughter Kathleen was interested in it. [His daughter Kathleen died at age 25 in 1968 and the 
fireplace in the Crone Shelter is a memorial for her.]

The Park Board announced the appointment of Charles Spears of Nashville Tennessee as the new 
Minneapolis Parks Superintendent, replacing Robert Ruhe. During 1978 the city of Minneapolis lost 
20,817 elms to Dutch Elm Disease.

Note 1: The other references are a) Minneapolis Star article on Jan. 10, 1944 where it is stated "she worked with 
Miss Butler for 15 years as unofficial assistant"; b) Cay Faragher's 1969 letter to the Friends membership; c) The 
Wild Gardener by Martha Hellander, pg 95.

Above: The hillside of Interrupted Fern in the Woodland Garden referenced by
Ken Avery in his text. Photo G D Bebeau
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1979 

Spring 1979 

Ken Avery begins his 21st year as Gardener. No Winter information. A Winter issue of the newsletter 
was not issued. In the Friend’s Newsletter (Vol. 27 No.1 Spring 1979), Ken Avery debated whether this 
Spring was later than the one in 1975 but decided that 1975 was later. He focused on the Skunk 
Cabbage that, this year bloomed on April 6th, but in 1975 did not bloom until April 18th. He then 
added these comments:

A few facts about our Skunk Cabbage. The 
earliest it has ever bloomed was March 13th in 
1973; the latest was April 19th in 1964. (I have 
kept records since 1958.) The average opening 
date is April 5th. It has opened on April 18th 
twice - once in 1965 and once in 1975. In spite of 
our late spring, it has bloomed later than this in 
seven years and on the same date in two years. 

On April 11th I finally began to see the first 
spring birds. First the Hermit Thrush, and on 
the 12th Fox Sparrows and a Woodcock. This is 
the second time I've seen the Woodcock in the 
Garden in the last 25 years. 

For those of you who are waiting breathlessly 
for news of the Garden spring. It is flowing 
stronger than it has for at least 10 years. 
[Referring to the Great Medicine Spring]

Seventeen former Shelter volunteers returned to 
volunteer this year.

The Friends held a Board Meeting on April 28th at which the first recipients of the new study grants 
were chosen. In 1978 the board established two grants: One would be to establish scholarships for a few 
high school students to pursue the natural sciences. The second was to make tuition grants for grade 

Skunk Cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus) Photo G D 
Bebeau
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school teachers in the Minneapolis Public School system to take a Nature Study course or an Audubon 
camp in summer. Names of grant recipients are listed in the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™.

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 19th, 1979, in the Martha Crone Shelter, 38 persons attending on a lovely spring day, including the 
new Superintendent of Parks, Charles Spears.

Kenneth Avery gave his report of the status of the 
Garden. He reported that he transplanted a 
number of the Hepatica that, with the loss of 
canopy cover from the elms, were now too 
exposed. Some of the other plants were more 
protected by taller summer vegetation. Signage, 
explaining things about the Garden, had been 
talked about for the last three years, but now a 
volunteer, Janet O’Leary, was actually working 
on it. The Metropolitan Council was taking a 
census of Garden visitors entering the Garden. 
Sundays averaged 200 and the weekdays 
averaged 60.

The 12 recipients of study grants and their 
parents were introduced and the grants 
presented. The students work would be 
supervised by Dr. Norman L. Busse of the 
Minneapolis Public Schools, who was also in 
attendance at the meeting. Charles Spears then 
said a few words of thanks for what the Friends 
were doing for young people. The grants totaled 
$950.

Directors elected were: Moana Beim, Jean Chamberlain, Alexander Dean, Robert Dassett Jr., Lynn 
Deweese, Catherine Faragher (returns) Dr. Marian Grimes, Lynne Holman, Walter Lehnert, John 
Murtfeldt, Mildred Olson and Caroline Price (new). 

Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha Crone as honorary life member.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, new officers elected were: John Murtfeldt 
President, Mildred Olson Vice President, Jean Chamberlain Secretary, Caroline Price Treasurer.
Lynn and Pat Deweese continued the duties of editor of The Fringed Gentian™.

Summer 1979 

In the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 27 No.3 Summer 1979 - a No. 2 was never published) 
Ken Avery reported this observation and comment:

I saw a man picking up rocks the other day. He was a slim man, wearing a suit and carrying a 
briefcase. When I came upon him picking up rocks, he had an expression on his face as though I 
had caught him at something. I know now what he was doing and why he was picking up the 
rocks --- it is one of the strangest things that has happened around here since I have been at the 

This is a view of Hepatica Hill before the onslaught 
of Dutch Elm Disease. This is one area where Ken 

Avery probably moved out some of the Hepatica due 
to loss of top canopy. Photo from a Kodachrome 

taken by Martha Crone on April 16, 1955.
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Garden. In early May, I saw him in the swamp behind the Garden, appearing to be hiding 
behind a tree. About a week later I saw him in the same vicinity, very busy as something. I saw 
him there several times. Finally one day when he wasn’t around, I remembered him and I went 
over to see what he had been doing. What he was doing was husbanding the world. Along the 
bank where water seeps out of the ground, he had gouged a small gully from one of the sources 
of water toward the brook that flows through the swamp. He had covered the bottom with flat 
rocks and used others to form sides to this channel. He had covered it with a sheet of rusty metal 
and then paved the area around it with sticks. It was (and is) very neat. 

Over the years, a few people have used this area (that which is not in the Garden itself) as a 
refuge from a too complicated world. Mrs. Crone told of a man who had dug a cave out of the 
side of a hill and lived there for some time. During the last ten or so years the area has become so 
popular and crowded that I thought those days of refuge were over, but now that I’ve seen the 
thin man picking up rock, I’m glad to see we can still find room for everyone.

The report about the annual meeting was also given in the Summer issue. New Friends President John 
Murtfeldt introduced himself and told about his establishing a native plant garden from seed.

The following volunteer news was reported:

The Board hosted a picnic for our many loyal volunteers on June 16th. Unfortunately the 
weather truly tried everyone's mettle. In the midst of driving rain and tornadic winds a small 
group of very loyal Friends assembled for a rolicking good time. An excellent feast was prepared 

Below: The Wetland in early August at the peak of Summer vegetation. Photo G D Bebeau.
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by Marjorie Dean and Jane Hooper ... and enjoyed by all. To the many volunteers whose 
intelligent caution kept them from joining our merry group - - - the BOARD does truly 
appreciate your hours of dedication in keeping the Martha Crone Shelter open during the 
season. Thank you each! Thank you all!

The Gentian co-editor, Lynn Deweese, had an interview with the 
new Minneapolis Superintendent of Parks, Charles Spears. The 
first of three parts of this interview was published in this issue. 
Two questions asked of him are reprinted here:

Q. Knowing the special bias of the Friends, what do you
see as the place of the Eloise Butler Garden in the park 
system?
A. I see it as a very important function, Where else can city
youngsters who possibly cannot afford to go to other 
places find the native plants. I think it is important that 
they have a place such as your Garden, or the Diamond 
Lake area, or the refuge at Lake Harriet, or getting back 
into some other areas that are not mowed so completely. In 
fact, we are looking at the possibility that we may be 
mowing too much. Maybe there are places we should not 
mow to encourage more wild life, for habitat and also 
maybe to save some money.

Q. What role do you see the Friends having?
A. I see it as one of continuing protection of the area. Without it where would the Garden’s voice
come from. There have been periods when lobbying was the only thing the Friends represented. 
That is one of their strengths. Also, I would like them to work up special projects that might take 
certain amounts of money not available from the Park's budget and be active in raising the 
money. The Garden is a wonderful place, it makes you feel far away from the city. [Entire 
interview follows text.]

Autumn 1979 

In his report as Gardener in The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 27 No. 4 Autumn 1979), Ken Avery writes of the 
cool Autumn and water management in the wetland:

October 22, a most cold, wet, miserable day this fall, I was sitting in the tool house when I 
happened to notice the Burgess Fluidic Oscillating Sprinkler that I bought, or to be more 
accurate, you bought for me, a few years ago and I realized that I had not used it once this year. I 
believe that this is the first year in all of the years I have worked at the Garden that we have not 
had to water once. I suspect that the weather statistics will contradict me, but I think that this is 
the wettest year we have ever had. The bog has been saturated all year. The path has remained 
spongy wet all summer and we even had to raise one section of it to make it passable.

He then reviews the old pools in the wetland and the methods of keeping them filled with water and 
not with silt. You can read all about the pools on the website but here is his latest bit:

This year (after only 20 years) the little channel was plugged so we had to clean it out too. If you 
could see me doing it you would wonder if you had slipped back into a past century. You would 

Newsletter co-editor Lynn Deweese 
who interviewed Charles Spears. 

Photo courtesy Lynne Holman
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see me waist deep in water and mud (I do wear waders) dipping the gook out with a 5 gallon 
paint pail which has been bored full of holes. -- It looks like something out of the digging of the 
Erie Canal. It's hard work. I don't think you could hire a man to do it today, but it seems to me to 
be the only way to do the job that won't produce more scars than it heals. It keeps me young -- or 
whatever I am.

Friends President John Murtfeldt quoted from a 1939 book by Jens Jensen: Siftings -

What a difference between the atmosphere of this hidden retreat and the sophisticated 
gardens . . . Here you might come and go as you pleased, throw yourself on the grass, or sit 
down under overarching trees, centuries old, a remnant of a great forest that once covered this 
region. Many native flowers found a home here, and in a thorn thicket close by a thrush would 
sing at eventide, unharmed and unconcerned. Here was most precious freedom.

Might that not be the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden? Except for the part of throwing yourself on the 
grass.

The second installment of an interview with new Parks Superintendent Charles Spears was printed. 
One segment was:

Q. What sorts of projects do you see the Friends being involved in?
A. “I would see them helping to better interpret what is
there - the educational end of the Garden. So people do 
know what they are seeing and the worth of it. They 
should come away from there with a better feeling of why 
it is there in the first place. There are possibilities for good 
self-guided touring - well signed, etc. I would like to see 
some evening programs in the Garden. A naturalist might 
give a night life program one night a week during the 
season. In some cases that could be on a volunteer basis 
with members of the group doing that. They've got 
expertise - but what they need to do is share it. Wouldn't it 
be nice if some of the Friends could relate experiences and 
knowledge to youth groups, and others! 

28 volunteers staffed the Shelter during the season.
At an October Board of Directors meeting of the Friends, new 
Park Board Environmentalist, Mike Ryan, attended with 
examples of the text to be used in the new self-guided brochures 
that Mary Maguire Lerman and Friends Board member Lynne 
Holman had been working on for some time. It was expected 
that the final copy may be ready in the Spring.

Photo top of first page of 1979: The Gardener's work shed, shown in late 1990s. Photo ©G D Bebeau

New Park Board Environmentalist, 
Mike Ryan. Photo courtesy Lynne 

Holman.
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A CONVERSATION WITH. CHARLES SPEARS -NEW MINNEAPOLIS PARKS SUPERINTENDENT 
7/13/79 Printed in The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 27 No.3; Vol. 27 No.4 and Vol. 28 No.1. Interview with 
Lynn Deweese.

What do you see as the major strengths of the Minneapolis Park System? 

The major strength is the legacy that has been left us by previous park boards and superintendents in 
providing both open spaces and recreational facilities for now and the future. Minneapolis has done an 
excellent job; in fact, I think it is the finest park system in the United States -because of the lakes, 
parkways, bikeways, and natural areas such as the Eloise Butler Wild Flower area at Theodore Wirth 
Park, the Robert's Bird Sanctuary area at Lake Harriet, and the Diamond Lake area where plans of 
establishing nature trails around the lake by 1981 are under way. 

What do you see as the major weaknesses of the Park System?

Well, I don't see the weaknesses as being in the System as much as I see financial problems in the 
future. System-wise, we have property and buildings to do many things -but programing and peoples' 
needs are changing fast. But it will change even more dramatically in the next few years due to the 
gasoline and energy shortages. It is already happening. People will be staying home more and taking 
shorter trips. They will be home more weekends, seeking more family recreation, more programming, 
more classes. They will be here to be served more -both city and suburban people. Regional parks will 
be used more than the state and national parks. 

What moves are now being made to cooperate with suburban and county parks? 

We are in process now of having meetings with the Hennepin County Park Reserve system, and are 
trying to plan together so that our cross country walking and biking trails from the city will tie into 
county and suburban extensions. For instance, the Shingle Creek system will tie in with one that is 
being built by Brooklyn Center and the Hennepin County Reserve system. This linking of the city with 
the suburbs by bicycle paths will be 
increasingly important as bicycles become a more important mode of transportation for some people in 
the future. But there must be proper planning and co-ordination of these trails so they do not too often 
dead end at city boundaries. The regional park system idea is also being studied through the 
Metropolitan Planning Council which includes Ramsey and other metro counties as well aa Hennepin. 

Knowing the special bias of the FRIENDS, what do you see as the place of the Eloise Butler Garden in 
the park system?

I see it as a very important function, Where else can city youngsters who possibly cannot afford to go to 
other places find the native plants. I think it is important that they have a place such as your Garden, or 
the Diamond Lake area, or the refuge at Lake Harriet, or getting back into some other areas that are not 
mowed so completely. In fact, we are looking at the possibility that we may be mowing too much. 
Maybe there are places we should not mow to encourage more wild life, for habitat and also maybe to 
save some money. 

Do you see some changes that would be desirable at ELOISE? 

I would be open to ideas from people such as the FRIENDS, who are active in that area, and would be 
guided by what they feel because they have been around it for some time. I think I would like to see a 
somewhat more active program for the inner-city youth, with perhaps a trained person, or persons, to 
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help with guided walks and the development of wild life appreciation. Staffing and transportation 
costs have perhaps held back this development. We are starting that sort of programing in the Diamond 
Lake area, using our own staff -our horticulturist, Mary Maguire Lerman, and our new 
environmentalist, Mike Ryan. 

What role do you see the FRIENDS having? 

I see it as one of continuing protection of the area. Without it where would the Garden’s voice come 
from. There have been periods when lobbying was the only thing the FRIENDS represented. That is 
one of their strengths. Also, I would like them to work up special projects that might take certain 
amounts of money not available from the Park's budget and be active in raising the money.  The 
Garden is a wonderful place, it makes you feel far away from the city. 

What sorts of projects do you see the FRIENDS being involved in? 

I would see them helping to better interpret what is there - the educational end of the Garden. So 
people do know what they are seeing and the worth of it. They should come away from there with a 
better feeling of why it is there in the first place. There are possibilities for good self-guided touring - 
well signed, etc. I would like to see some evening programs in the Garden. A naturalist might give a 
night life program one night a week during the season. In some cases that could be on a volunteer basis 
with members of the group doing that. They've got expertise - but what they need to do is share it. 
Wouldn't it be nice if some of the FRIENDS could relate experiences and knowledge to youth groups, 
and others! 

For instance, this year we've changed our day camp program considerably. Instead of taking them out 
to Hennepin County Park Reserve District and putting them through the programs there - we can't 
afford the busing, we can't afford the cost - so this year we decided to do it in Minneapolis. This year 
we're taking them to the Diamond Lake Area on nature hikes, taking them down the Minnehaha Creek 
on canoe trips. We think they need to develop an appreciation of what we have in the city. I would like 
to see some of our recreation center staff go through some training that would be involved in some of 
these things. They would go out to places like the Wild Flower Garden (I'm talking about our staff 
people here) and be given some background about what it is and what it does. That is the sort of 
leadership training we are going into. 

We are starting that at Diamond Lake with guided tours -- this has not made use 
of volunteers there - rather our own staff, our horticulturist - Mary Maguire Lerman and our 
environmentalist - Mike Ryan. This year we acquired a new environmentalist - Mike Ryan -. He is 
working on several projects. His main project will be on lake pollution control and the lake level study. 
Now he's doing the Diamond Lake thing because of the considerable silting caused by the interstate 
into that area. A number of people want us to just go in there and dredge it out. That may or may not be 
the answer there. It depends what sort of wild life you want there. And so the people agreed that he 
should have an opportunity to look at that and explain to them their alternatives before we do 
anything. You may go in there and destroy more habitat by taking something out than you want to 
destroy. It depends what sort of habitat you want and what you want a place to do. Those are the sort 
of things he is going to be doing. 

Speaking of new programs, how is the development of the Riverfront Plan coming?

It's coming great. It will probably be a developed park, though there will be areas that will always be 
protected because they are hard to maintain. Everything from the bluff down will be undeveloped. 
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From the bluff up, it will be more developed. There will be a great river road, bicycle paths, walking 
paths. These will make the area accessible to more people. I believe the river is considerably cleaner 
than it was ten years ago. There are plans for boat launching facilities. There will be some zoning to 
allow for water skiing and other similar activities - crewing. So that people with different interests will 
have a place that they can do something. The river is the most exciting thing that is going to be 
happening around here in the next ten years. 

Has there been a recent change in deciding where park plantings are to be placed? 

We've cut back on the flowers at Lake Harriet, for instance, in order to spread it over the city a little 
more. We are trying to spread it around more. We feel that all sections of the city have the right to have 
some. In some p]aces we are putting plantings around a park 
identification sign in the corner of a park. And people are appreciating this. Now we are going into a 
program which we will call Foster a Park; wherein we will hope to get some garden clubs and some 
groups that will adept a certain area, especially some triangles - we have about 40 triangles in the city 
that we maintain - and have these neighborhood groups accepting the responsibility for cutting the 
grass, plant flowers and take care of the watering. These areas could then become oasis in the city. This 
of course, also gives this group some additional community exposure. And of course these pleasant 
breaks of green are what makes this city so special. 

Has the budget gone down, or is it just that the city has more needs that the same money doesn't go as 
far? 

Its both. Well, not really; the money itself is not going down as fast as inflation is killing it. Because of 
inflation our actual spendable money after operating expenses has declined and so we have had to 
examine our priorities and in some cases make cuts. We don't like to cut services, but we do have to cut 
something. This will be a continuing problem. Probably the greatest challenge is that we are going to 
have more demand because of energy and less money to do it with. And I don't know how we will 
make those two meet. People are going to have to take on part of the burden if they.want the level 
of services they have been used to.

[Note:  While much of what Mr. Spears speaks up goes to the heart of Friends mission, it was 
unfortunate that just one year later he left the job for a non-parks job in Louisville KY.]
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1980 

Winter 1979/1980 

Ken Avery begins his 21st year as Gardener. In The Friend’s Newsletter (Vol. 28 No. 1 Winter 1980), Ken 
Avery writes about an important change that has been made to the Garden - a change partially 
accomplished by him, part by the Park Board and part by the 
Friends.

A few years ago it was the "trendy" thing to say that the 
winds of change were blowing across America. This phrase 
isn't as fashionable as it once was, but the winds are still 
blowing and to adjust to them, the Wildflower Garden is 
about to set a different course. Few people realize the shift 
that took place when I replaced Mrs. Crone in 1959. The 
Garden stands as a steadying force --- never changing much 
from one year to another --- masking any change. But 
beneath the calm exterior the Garden had changed course; 
not much, but it had started to veer in a different direction.

One change was in my (and the Garden's) relationship to the 
Park Board. Mrs. Crone’s official title was Curator. When I 
replaced her; there was no change in the duties which I 
assumed, and I must admit that I received the same pay. 
Everything seemed the same, but titles are important, and I 
have always been the Gardener at the Wildflower Garden. 
Another more subtle change took place when I replaced 
Mrs. Crone. The Garden has always reflected the personality 
of its Curator. I'm sure it reflected Miss Butler's personality 
and I know that it was the reflection of Mrs. Crone's, when I 
first worked here under her. 

While I have never purposely made any changes in the Garden, nature is never static and as 
changes were demanded, naturally they were mine. Shortly after I assumed this position, I 
reflected upon what the Garden should be and I made two decisions. First: It occurred to me that 

Gardener Ken Avery -newspaper 
photo
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since the opening of the Arboretum [Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum in Chaska] the side interest the Garden had in 
testing the hardiness of exotic plants was no longer 
warranted. I decided to concentrate on reintroducing the 
plants that had once grown in the area and to a lesser extent 
to attempt to grow all plants native to Minnesota 

Secondly: I decided to institutionalize the Garden --- that is 
to remove the Curator's personality as an important element 
in its makeup. I feel that the Garden prospered under my 
hand. As I look back on it now the zenith of this period was 
just prior to the building of The Martha Crone Shelter by the 
Friends. The building of the shelter heralded another 
change in the direction of the wind; the Park Board seemed 
to discover the Garden and started to assert its influence. 
Oddly enough this accomplished my second decision --- 
that of institutionalizing the Garden. This also was a time 
when the Garden's patronage increased tremendously, and I 
lost one of my two helpers - permanently. The Shelter added 
more work particularly for the first few years; then Dutch 
Elm disease added more work; and the increased attendance demanded more attention. 
Through it all we have been scrambling just to keep up. It is now beginning to look as though 
we are going to make it.

Now another wind of change is blowing through the Garden --- his name is Mike Ryan. Mike is 
the Coordinator of Environmental Education. Mike, in assuming this position, is asserting more 
influence over the Wildflower Garden. I have not had any long conversations with him but I am 
sure that he is going to emphasize the growing of native plants in the Garden. He has already 
shown interest and concern for the wild areas owned by the Park Board. A concern that I have 
had for all these years. I sincerely wish him well!

This was the last article Ken would write for the Newsletter. Perhaps 
it touched some sensitivity with his superiors, but when the Park 
Board staff expressed the desire to review content in the Newsletter 
(see Summer section below) it may have had some bearing on 
whether he would contribute articles. The result was that information 
of what was happening in the Garden now came via once-removed 
sources. Fortunately, Cary George, when he succeeded Ken, would 
resume the practice of contributing articles.

It was announced that Whitney Eastman, long-time Friends Board 
member, had passed away last Dec. 3rd. He had attended almost 
every Annual Meeting from 1961 up through May 1979. He was a 
director from 1961 - 1968 and an honorary director through 1975. [bio 
is in Volume 1 appendix 2].

The third installment of an interview with new Parks Superintendent Charles Spears was printed. The 
first segments are highlighted in 1979 and you can read the entire interview at the end of the 1979 text. 
The segment published in this issue included this comment of Mr. Spears:

Mike Ryan, MPRB Coordinator of 
Environmental Education. Photo 

courtesy Lynne Holman

Whitney Eastman, ca. 1953
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Because of inflation our actual spendable money after operating expenses has declined and so 
we have had to examine our priorities and in some cases make cuts. We don't like to cut services, 
but we do have to cut something. This will be a continuing problem. Probably the greatest 
challenge is that we are going to have more demand because of energy and less money to do it 
with. And I don't know how we will make those two meet. People are going to have to take on 
part of the burden if they want the level of services they have been used to.

Additional sample text for the new self-guided brochure was printed in the Winter issue. Naomi Loper 
was elected president of the Minneapolis Park Board - its first woman president.

Spring 1980 

The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on Saturday 
May 17th, 1980, in the Martha Crone Shelter, 34 persons attending on a lovely spring day, including 
Mary Maguire Lerman and Mike Ryan from the Park Board.

Kenneth Avery gave his report of the status of the Garden. He reported that the Bloodroots were the 
most affected by the loss of the elm canopy. Mary Maguire Lerman and Mike Ryan brought samples of 
the new self-guided Garden brochure. Part of the new guide would include ‘station’ numbers, 
referencing numbered posts placed along the various paths in the Garden. The guide would have text 
about some of the plants found at each station. The Friends issued them a $1,500 check for printing. 
They also announced that the road to the front gate parking lot would be made one-way for the first 
time allowing parking along the edge of the road. The road closest to Glenwood Ave would be the 
entrance and the section closest to Highway 12 the exit. That’s the way it exists today.

Below: Grouping of Bloodroots (Sanguinaria canadensis) in the Woodland Garden. Photo G D Bebeau

There were 14 recipients of study grants, 5 to college students at $200 each and 9 to high school 
students - 1 at $100 and 8 at $50. Dr. Norman L. Busse of the Minneapolis Public Schools, who was also 
in attendance at the meeting thanked the Friends and invited them to visit Dowling School to see what 
the students were creating. Their names are in the Spring issue. The Friends had established two study 
grant programs in 1978: One would be to establish scholarships for a few high school students to 
pursue the natural sciences. The second was to make tuition grants for grade school teachers in the 
Minneapolis Public School system to take a Nature Study course or an Audubon camp in the summer.
Twenty volunteers were on the list to be shelter volunteers. The Friends assets totaled $6,704.
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Directors elected were: Moana Beim, Jean Chamberlain, Robert Dassett Jr., Lynn Deweese, Lynne 
Holman, Walter Lehnert, John Murtfeldt, Caroline Price.  Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha 
Crone as honorary life member.

Leaving the board were Dr. Marian Grimes, Alexander Dean [bio is in Volume 1, appendix 2] and 
Mildred Olson. Dr. Grimes also asked to be relived of volunteer coordinator duties at the end of the 
coming year.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, new officers elected were: Lynn Deweese 
President, Lynne Holman Vice President, Secretary - open, Caroline Price Treasurer.
Lynn and Pat Deweese would continue with the duties of editors of The Fringed Gentian™ through the 
fall issue. The position of secretary was being filled on an ad-hoc basis by Jean Chamberlain.

Summer 1980 

In the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 28 No. 3 
Summer 1980) President Lynn Deweese recalled his first 
experiences with the Garden going back to 1959. There was 
also listed a summary of where Garden visitors had come 
from - 20 different countries and 30 states in 1979. The long-
promised self-guided tour brochures were taking longer to 
produce and would now not be ready until 1981. In addition 
the cost was going up and the Friends added $500 to the 
amount already given for printing to cover 5000 copies. Mary 
Maguire Lerman wrote an article on Wild Sarsaparilla and a 
request was made for a new newsletter editor now that Mr. 
Deweese was Friends President. Also the position of Secretary 
needed to be filled.

The Deweese’s circulated a letter to the board members about 
finding a new editor and noted that while the Friends have 
established more communication with the Parks staff in the 
past two years and that they were apparently reading the 
newsletter regularly, they have expressed the desire to control 
some of the content of the newsletter. The Deweese’s stated that 
since this was a newsletter of the Friends, not of the Park Board, that could not be allowed to happen. 
They also expressed concern about how much the newsletter printing and mailing should cost relative 
to the basic $5 membership in the Friends - a concern that would occur in the future also.

It was also noted that Parks Superintendent Charles Spears left the position in August for other 
employment, after having been appointed only early last year.

At a board of directors meeting Susan Warde was appointed as a new Board member.

Autumn 1980 

Doris Larson volunteered to help with the newsletter and helped produce the Fall issue (Vol. 28 No. 4 
Autumn 1980). Mary Maguire Lerman contributed an article on White Snakeroot.

Friends President Lynn 
Deweese.Photo by Lynne Holman
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A volunteer appreciation event had been planned for Sept. 27 but of 40 
invitations sent out there were only 4 replies from volunteers and 6 
from board members, so the event was cancelled. 25 volunteers were on 
the list as having helped during the season.

During the year Lynne Holman, Lynn Deweese and John Murtfeldt, 
with help from past president Moana Beim, were preparing a statement 
of what the Friends believed to be the long-range plan for the Garden 
and to let the public know what the Friends position would be on 
certain issues. The document was finished in the fall and printed. 

Here is the text:

PROPOSALS FOR THE CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
ELOISE BUTLER WILDFLOWER AND BIRD SANCTUARY

This paper has been drawn up by the Friends of the Wild Flower 
Garden, Inc., an organization of private citizens who, for the past 28 
years, have contributed much time and money in cooperation with the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Department towards the 
development and preservation of the Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary. This group of 
private citizens has a keen and vested interest in this unique preservation of land. Believing that our 
relationship to this area should periodically be reviewed, we have compiled these statements. 

I This Garden was created in 1907 to provide an educational site in the Twin Cities area where citizens - 
students of all ages, educators, and tourists - could conveniently experience the diversity of indigenous 
Minnesota flora.

II This Garden, to be truly educational, should remain an environment containing as many of the plants 
(Non-woody and woody) that are truly native to Minnesota as can be managed in a setting 
approximating a natural wilderness. Emphasis should be placed on those plant species occurring 
within a 150 mile radius of the Twin Cities - including adjacent portions of Wisconsin and Iowa. In 
evaluating the present status, we propose that a plant census of the site be conducted and evaluated 
during the 1981-82 growing seasons.

III. This Garden should include a collection of plants grouped symbiotically in as many natural 
environments (woodland, bog, prairie, etc.) as is feasible to this site. However, we firmly believe that it 
is better to maintain one or two environments well, than many poorly. 

IV. This Garden will require a continuing management, which we hope can be minimal (or at least leave 
that appearance) and which will favor techniques that do the least environmental damage. The 
preservation of an extensive collection of flora will always require some suppression of aggressive 
species for the protection of less hardy ones. A reasonable balance of species within the total collection 
is desirable. Some native Minnesota flora will never be feasible at this site. 

V. The educational value of this Garden is enhanced by a diversity of animals and birds - migratory and 
resident. Plans for planting changes should always consider encouraging this diversity. 

VI. The educational role of this Garden dictates the identification of all flora species by their scientific 
name primarily - and where appropriate by a regionally popular name. We suggest that where non-

White Snakeroot (Ageratina 
altissima) Photo G D Bebeau
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indigenous species are identified they be indicated in some manner (perhaps by signs in a different 
color). 

VII. This Garden in the years since its inception has served several purposes which are no longer 
appropriate. One of the most notable has been the use of some areas as testing grounds for the 
hardiness of garden exotics (a role now better served by the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum). 
Therefore we propose that future management of this area should gradually eliminate the exotic 
species during the decade of the '80s. 

VIII. This garden is a unique environment. To protect this, we suggest that the unmanaged areas 
surrounding the present Garden (and associated with it in the Park Board action of 19 )[sic.- refers to 
1964] be preserved as an unfenced semi-wild buffer zone. A future possibility would be to manage 
certain limited portions of this outer area to stop the natural woodland development in order to show 
the different stages a Minnesota savannah passes through in becoming a woodland.

Realizing well that all this is not a simple project, we, the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., now, 
as in the past, are prepared to help but not to replace, the Park Board in the achievement of these goals. 

Realizing also that this particular garden cannot be the whole picture of virgin Minnesota, we would 
urge groups of citizens around the state to work to establish in their own counties, gardens of the 
plants native to that area. Thus could be established a network of preserves that could collectively 
recreate the picture of a virgin Minnesota.

Photo top of first page of 1980: The Wild Plum on the hillside in Upland Garden. Photo ©G D Bebeau
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1981 

Winter 1980/1981 

Ken Avery begins his 22nd year as Gardener.

In the winter issue of the Friend’s Newsletter, (Vol. 29 No. 1 
Winter 1981) it was announced that Marie Demler had taken 
over shelter volunteer coordinator duties from Dr. Marian 
Grimes.

One of the recipients of a Friends Study Grant, Mark Miller of 
Edison High School published his study of what makes a bog 
and how to create one. 

Mary Maguire Lerman, Coordinator of Horticulture Programs 
for the Park Board wrote an article about Red Osier Dogwood 
(Cornus sericea) and a list of her upcoming lectures was listed.

Spring 1981 

On April 1st the Park Board announced that David Fisher had been appointed as the 
new Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) Superintendent of Parks, 
replacing Charles Spears. Mr Fisher had worked for the Parks system since 1970.

It was published in The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 29 No. 2 Spring 1981) that Mr. Harry 
Thorn who had served on the Friends Board from 1969 to 1973 had passed away as had 
Hiram Livingston, the architect of the Martha Crone Shelter. Wilber Tusler had sent 
memorials for both men. [Bio for Mr. Thorn is in Volume 1, appendix 2]

The 29th Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the 
Garden, on Saturday May 16th, 1981, in the Martha Crone Shelter, 43 persons 
attending including Naomi Loper, President of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB), 
Mike Ryan MPRB Coordinator of Environmental Education, Mary Lerman MPRB Coordinator of 

Marie Demler at the volunteer desk in 
the Martha Crone Shelter

Harry Thorn - 
1961 photo
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Horticulture Programs, and Patricia Svendsen MPRB staff; all in recognition of the start of the 30th year 
of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden.

Naomi Loper expressed her enjoyment of the Garden during the past 20 years, her approval of the 
Friends small grant program, thanks for the work on the self-guided trail and brochure and for help 
with the printing costs.

There were 19 recipients of study grants, 6 to college students at $200 each and 13 to high school and 
Minneapolis Agri-Business Center students - 1 at $100, 2 at $50 and 10 at $30. In addition 2 teachers got 
$200 grants for National Audubon courses. All the names are in the Spring issue. The Friends had 
established two study grant programs in 1978: One would be to establish scholarships for a few high 
school students to pursue the natural sciences. The second was to make tuition grants for grade school 
teachers in the Minneapolis Public School system to take a Nature Study course or an Audubon camp 
each summer.

Marie Demler was introduced as the new Volunteer Coordinator as was Doris Larson as the co-editor of 
the newsletter.

Directors elected were: Cindy Berg (new), Betty Bryan (new), Robert Dassett Jr., Marie Demler (new), 
Lynn Deweese, Lynne Holman, Doris Larson (new), Janet O’Leary (new), Caroline Price., Susan Warde 
(new since Summer 1980), George Weiss (new). 
Janet O’Leary had previously worked on some signage for the Garden.
Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha Crone as honorary life member.
Leaving the board were Moana Beim, Jean Chamberlain, Walter Lehnert, John Murtfeldt.

Below: Opening the newly marked trails that correspond to the new Garden Guidebook are l to r: Lynn Deweese, 
Friends President; Lynne Holman, Friends Board Member, Naomi Loper, MPRB President. In the background, 

Moana Odell Beim. May 16, 1981.

Following the election the outdoor activities commenced. First the trail with the new markers to match 
stations in the new guidebook was opened with a ribbon cutting ceremony and dedicated with Lynne 
Holman, Naomi Loper and the other MPRB staff officiating. Lynne Holman had spent almost five years 
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working with the MPRB staff on the booklet. Then Mike Ryan lead a tour over the trail. There would be 
tree planting of a Mountain Ash and Moana Beim would throw the first shovel of dirt for the “30th 
Anniversary Tree.”

Below: A group of the Friends and Garden staff planting a Mountain Ash on May 16, 1981 celebrating the 30 
years since the of the founding of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden. From l-to-r: Naomi Loper (MPRB 

commissioner), Pat Huntington (MPRB public relations head), Friends Board members Marie Demler and Moana 
Odell Beim, Mary Maguire Lerman (MPRB Coordinator of Horticultural Programs), Unidentified MPRB Naturalist, 
Unidentified Friends member, Gardener Ken Avery, Friends member Lynne Holman, Friends President O. Lynne 
Deweese, and Mike Ryan (MPRB environmentalist assigned to Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden). Photo courtesy 

Lynne Holman

The new long awaited guide book had proved so popular that the first printing was already gone and 
more were being printed. At that time visitors could keep them.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, officers elected were: Lynn Deweese President, 
Lynne Holman Vice President, Betty Bryan Secretary, Caroline Price Treasurer.
Doris Larson and Janet O’Leary assumed the duties of editors of The Fringed Gentian™.

Summer 1981 

In the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 29 No. 3 Summer 1981) President Lynn Deweese 
wrote about Minneapolis’ urban forest and the passing of two well known trees as the result of a 
tornado on June 14th. The large Ginkgo and large Ash near the Rose Gardens were both destroyed - 
both were Minneapolis Heritage Trees. Meanwhile near the Garden, the large elm beyond the back gate 
that the Friends had been injecting each year since 1976 to prevent Dutch Elm Disease was still 
standing while all around it had fallen.
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Details of the annual meeting in May were reported. Mary Maguire Lerman wrote an article about 
Goldenrods.

Autumn 1981 

In October the MPRB hosted the national convention of the National Recreation and Parks Association 
and some visitors toured the Garden on Oct. 26th. Included in the attendees were Conrad and 
Theodore Wirth, son and grandson of former Parks Superintendent Theodore Wirth.

This was the last year Ken Avery would have any extra help with Garden duties as the Park Board 
Budget was too tight.

31 volunteers staffed the visitors shelter 
this past year. To help with the costs of 
the second printing of the new garden 
guidebook, Prudential Insurance 
Company had agreed to make a 
contribution. The Friends mailed out 
new membership directories.

Mary Maguire Lerman wrote an article 
for The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 29 No. 4 
Autumn 1981) about Common Plantain 
(Plantago major). Mike Ryan contributed 
an article about a cat family that had 
taken up residence in the Garden to the 
great disturbance of the local fauna.

Marian Eliason forwarded to the Friends memorials received from a number of friends of her mother, 
Lydia W. Eliason, who passed away on June 19. The Friends created an “Honor Roll Plaque” in her 
honor, which hangs on the inside wall of the Shelter and on which are placed engraved name plates of 
people for whom the Friends have received significant gifts and memorials.

The Eliasons provide us with some entertaining moments. Minneapolis Star columnist Jim Klobuchar 
reported on Aug. 11, 1979 on the ladies trip to Finland to meet relatives and research their history - and 
the surprise of meeting 1,800 relatives. Calvin Griffith gets into the article also.

They also made the newspapers on June 24, 1956 when a group of fisherman from Ely met them up at 
Basswood Lake at the point in time when  the Eliasons  had decided to end their camping and fishing 
trip after a bear had made off with the backpack containing all their food, but the bear had ignited a 
box of matches in the pack and burned everything up. (24 June 1956, Minneapolis Tribune). 

Photo top of first page of 1981: Planting of a Mountain Ash on May 16, 1981. In foreground l to r: 
Naomi Loper, MPRB President; Friends Board member Lynne Holman; Friends President, Lynn 
Deweese; Mike Ryan, MPRB Coordinator of Environmental Education. Photo courtesy Lynne Holman.

The dedication section of the Eliason Honor Roll Plaque in 
the Martha Crone Shelter.
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1982 

Winter 1981/1982

Ken Avery begins his 23rd year as Gardener.

In the winter issue of the Friends newsletter (Vol. 30 No.1 Winter 1982) it was noted that the winter had 
been cold and snowy, which was an understatement as the 1981-82 winter set a snowfall record of 95 
inches, with 46.4 inches in January alone. The snow depth on Jan. 23rd was 38 inches. This record 
would only last until 1983-84. The second printing of the new self-guided trail brochure had been done 
with the Friends contributing another $2,500 and Prudential Insurance Company the remainder of the 
cost. Bob Price, husband of Friends Treasurer Caroline Price had made the contact with Oren McDonald 
of Prudential. The new printing would be available when the Garden opened for its 75th anniversary 
year and the 30th anniversary of the Friends. One of the newly elected Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board (MPRB) board members was Friends 
member Patty Baker.

The MPRB had applied to the Institute of Museum Services 
for a $5,000 grant to be used in the Garden and the 
application said this about the Friends:

The Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary has 
received much community support throughout the 
years, particularly from its parent support group, the 
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., which was 
incorporated in 1952. This group has grown through 
the years to its current membership of 225. The basic 
membership donation is $5.00 with contributions 
ranging from $5.00 to $100.00. 
The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., have 
been the major conduit for community and private 
financial support for the Sanctuary. Since their 
inception, the Friends have provided the funds to 
construct the education-visitors building ($27,000) at 

Illustration from the new Guidebook, also 
used in the 1987 version.
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the Sanctuary, which was dedicated in 1970. They have also contributed financially in the past 
for planting, supplies, reference books, slides, and equipment. In 1980 they contributed in excess 
of $2,000 for the preparation and first printing of the interpretive guidebook, and in 1981 
provided $2,500 for a second revised printing.

In addition, the Friends coordinate the recruitment and encouragement of volunteers to staff the 
education-visitors building. In 1981, 32 volunteers staffed the building for 1093 hours of the 
Sanctuary's 1712 hours of operation.

It is not clear whether the grant was ever approved. Note that in the text the writer still used as the 
name of the Garden “The Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary.”  That name got its start in 1969 
when the MPRB approved the Friend’s request to add “and Bird Sanctuary” to the Garden name 
changing it to “Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary.” Whether ‘Wild Flower’ became 
‘Wildflower’ by mistake or if the MPRB wanted it that way is not known. After 1972 the current name 
was sometimes used but it was not until 1986 that official action was taken to change the wording to 
“Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.”

Spring 1982 

The 30th Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on 
Saturday May 22nd, 1982, in the Martha Crone Shelter, 35 persons attending including MPRB 
Commissioner Patty Baker. As reported in the Newsletter (Vol. 30 No. 2 Spring/Summer 1982):

Several past-presidents of the Friends were on hand to carry 
us back over the events in the Garden's history. Kenneth 
Avery, our fifth president, spoke of his experiences in first 
working with Martha Crone and then later replacing her as 
Gardener. Cay Faragher, sixth president, spoke of the 
decisions involved in planning and building the shelter. Bob 
Dassett, seventh president, covered the years immediately 
following the shelter's completion, Alex Dean, ninth 
president, discussed the changes in the garden prompted by 
the spread of Dutch-elm disease, the initiation of planning 
for the self-guiding tour of the Garden and the first of the 
Friends' study grants. Lynn Deweese, eleventh president, 
finished the reminiscences by bringing us up to 1982. 

Three other past-presidents were represented by letters. 
Walter Lehnert, our third president, extended greetings to us 
through a letter from his wife. Moana Beim, our eighth 
president, sent greetings and memories from her years of 
service, but also recalled the years when her father, Clinton 
Odell, our first president, worked with Martha Crone in establishing the Friends to assist in the 
preservation of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.

There were 11 recipients of study grants for a total of $1,620. All the names are in the Spring/Summer 
issue. The Friends had established two study grant programs in 1978: One would be to establish 
scholarships for a few high school students to pursue the natural sciences. The second was to make 
tuition grants for grade school teachers in the Minneapolis Public School system to take a Nature Study 
course or an Audubon camp each summer.

Outgoing Friends president Lynn 
Deweese. Friends photo.
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Marie Demler read the names of 39 persons on the shelter volunteer list. Included for the first time was 
Shirley Schultz who, in later years, would be on the Friends Board and would be volunteer coordinator.

Directors elected were: Cindy Berg, Betty Bridgman (new), 
Betty Bryan, Robert Dassett Jr., Marie Demler, Lynn Deweese, 
Emil Elftmann (new), Doris Larson, Janet O’Leary, Caroline 
Price, Patricia Thomesen (new). 
Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha Crone as honorary 
life member.
Leaving the board were Lynne Holman, Susan Warde, George 
Weiss.

Ken Avery reported that many trees had come down in the 
winter storms, and that due to MPRB budget cuts he was now 
working alone in the Garden, with Richard Wick available 
only as his substitute. Having helping hands cut to none was a 
great cause of frustration to Ken as were the topics he wrote 
about back in 1980.

Betty Bridgman, new Board member, but not new to working 
with the Friends as she had been a director in 1961, '62, and 
'63, and also served on past nominating committees, had 
written a special poem for the 30th anniversary of the Friends, 
titled “Ode for the 275 members of the Friends of the Eloise Butler 
Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.” It was read at the beginning of the meeting. Betty was a well-
known regional poet. Poem text is in Volume 1, appendix 10 but here is one stanza:

Friends say to them,
“What! You’re volunteering on behalf of worthless weeds

nobody needs?
Think what beautiful homes would fill the scene

in that ravine!
Think of the expanse of lawn

When the clutter is gone!
The happy homeowners out with their mowers

and snow-blowers,
Their dandelion-diggers–

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, officers elected were: Caroline Price President, 
Patricia Thomesen Vice President, Betty Bryan Secretary, Doris Larson Treasurer.

Lynn Dewesee and Janet O’Leary continued the duties of editors of The Fringed Gentian™ but Mr. 
Dewesee asked to be relieved. Pat Thomesen also took on the new role of historian.

It was announced in the Summer that founding director Russell Bennet had died and also the Friends 
3rd president Walter Lehnert. Mr. Lehnert had been continuously active and had just sent his greetings 
in a letter read at the annual meeting.

Board member Betty Bryan, shown 
here in the early 2000’s. Friends photo
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Summer 1982 

In the Summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 30 No. 3 Summer 1982) new Friends President 
Caroline Price wrote about upcoming projects of the Friends such as adding a telephone answering 
device for the Shelter and the purchase of a wood chipper for the Garden. Betty Bridgman’s poem 
mentioned above was printed in its entirety in the Summer issue.

It was announced the Mrs. Clarence Tolg (Ebba) has passed away. She was a board member in the early 
years of the Friends from 1953 through 1968 and Vice President from 1962 into 1966. She was known to 
Martha Crone for many years prior to joining the Friends board, appearing in Martha's records twice in 
1942, stopping in the Garden for a visit. The connection was wildflowers. She was known as "Ebba" and 
also called Betty. In 1939 she had helped form the Golden Valley Garden Club, gave gardening talks 
and maintained a good sized wild flower garden at her home on 206 Meadow Lane North in Golden 
Valley, just a short distance from the Wildflower Garden. She was on the Minneapolis Campfire Girls 
Council in 1940s. Her husband, Clarence, became well known in the 1960s as "Uncle Fogey" on WCCO 
radio. 

Autumn 1982 

At an October board meeting the board set the criteria for placing a name on the new Lydia W. Eliason 
“Honor Roll Plaque” in the Shelter. Lynn Dewesee retired as newsletter co-editor after the Autumn 
issue and Betty Bridgman joined in, taking on the sole responsibility for the newsletter beginning in 
1983. Natalie Adler was helping Marie Demler with volunteer coordination.

After the Garden closed in the Fall, Park Board workers put in new steps from the parking lot down to 
the front gate. This project had been delayed since 1975.

The last issue of the newsletter for the year (Vol. 30 No. 4 Autumn 1982 ) summarized those things and 
reprinted the following from the journal of Friends Founder Clinton Odell:

Thanksgiving day today - the turkey is in the oven - and real winter weather has descended 
upon us. There is a howling gale - and snow straight from the north. So I did what I love most; I 
put on overshoes, winter coat, muffler and heavy gloves. And I walked over to the Wildflower 
Garden. Down into the glen I descended where it was very still, with snow flakes falling straight 
down - thought the wind was still roaring thru the tree tops above. Really beautiful down there. 
I looked for my owl but could not locate him. And I could not help but wonder why mortals 
huddle around their radiators when they could go abroad and enjoy this delightful specialty of 
winter - snow flakes sifting down thru the spruce trees - and the wind roaring over head. Maybe 
I’m just different. November  22, 1944

Photo top of first page of 1982: Tamaracks in the Eloise Butler marsh in October. Photo G D Bebeau
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1983 

Winter 1982/1983
Ken Avery begins his 24th year as Gardener. In the Newsletter, (Vol. 31 No. 1 March 1983), Dr. Marian 
Grimes, just recently retired as Friends volunteer coordinator, wrote about Henry Thoreau’s visit to her 
Grandfather. Here is the story as printed, written by Betty Bridgman, with one correction added:

Marian Grimes, M .D., retired 
from practice in 1968, and from 
1968 till 1980 she headed the 
volunteer recruitment and 
scheduling that has kept the 
Martha Crone Shelter in the 
Garden open six hours daily 
during the season. [note - this is 
incorrect, shelter volunteers did 
not begin until 1970 and were 
organized and coordinated by 
Mildred Olson. Dr. Grimes took 
over in May 1971] Marian lived 
close by at 1105 Washburn 
Avenue South; and when 
volunteers were few, she would 
serve in the Shelter herself and 
use its phone to recruit more 
volunteers. Marian now lives at 8915 Colfax Avenue South, Bloomington. Recently she was 
reading in Update, a publication of the University of Minnesota, an article about Henry David 
Thoreau's visit to Minneapolis in June 1861. One objective of his trip was to see a fine crab-apple 
tree he had heard of. The article says, "Someone sent him to a Mr. Grimes . . . They found quite a 
cluster of them.”

(Note by B. Bridgman: The editor has lived on what was the Grimes farm for 43 years, and has heard 
that Jonathan Grimes kept a rowboat moored at what is now 42nd Street and Grimes Avenue, and that 
he could row from there through swamps to Lake Calhoun.) Marian wrote the Update editor that "a Mr. 
Grimes" was her grandfather. She writes the following for our Fringed Gentian™: 

The Jonathan T. Grimes House in Edina. Built by Dr. Marion 
Grimes Grandfather. Photo ©Elkman.
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I had heard that Thoreau had visited my grandfather's nursery in Edina. It was called the 
Calhoun Nursery, and I've been told it was the first nursery in Minnesota.
My grandfather, Jonathan T. Grimes, came to Minnesota from Virginia because he disapproved 
of slavery. When my parents were married, Grandfather gave my father the eastern part of his 
farm, the block between 44th and 45th Streets and Beard and Chowen Avenues South. (The 
pronunciation of 'Chowen' was 'Kowen.')

I like to think that the wild apple tree in our garden at 44th and Beard was the one Mr. Thoreau 
spotted. I picked many a gorgeous bouquet of blossoms from this tree in my child hood and 
gave them to neighbors. The apples, though! They were like round green olives, very hard, and 
didn't even soften from freezing.

The Jonathan T. Grimes home at 4200 West 44th Street in Edina is now listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. It is considered to be the best example of Gothic architecture in a 
home in this area. Richard E. Stallard, D.D.S., Ph.D., is the present owner, and has accomplished 
much in restoring the old homestead, as I like to call it. He is a director of Edina Historical 
Society. Last summer he transplanted a clematis vine from my yard to his. It originally came 
from the Calhoun Nursery. Possibly this farm of my grandfather was a magnet for naturalists. 
Dr. Roberts of bird fame [Thomas Sadler Roberts for whom the Robert’s Bird Sanctuary at Lake 
Harriet is named] hunted deer there frequently. 'My mother, Jennie Alden, was a student of Miss 
Eloise Butler. I hope this account provides a bit of 'meat' for The Fringed Gentian™ and explains 
my interest in the Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary.

In the same issue one of the recipients of a Friends Study Grant, Delores Maghrak, published a report 
of her study at Mt. St. Helens. The membership was also informed that during the past fall [1982], the 
Park Board workers put in new steps from the Parking lot down to the front gate of the Garden. The 
Friends had paid for a handrail along the steps in 1975.

Spring/Summer 1983 

The Garden did not open until April 11 due to a 
belated Spring and even then a Friends Board 
meeting in the Shelter just after opening had 
members traversing deep snow. 21.8 inches of 
snow fell in April 1983 - an April record that held 
until April 2018 when the Garden opening was 
delayed until May 1. But by the time of the annual 
meeting Spring had caught up.

The 31st Annual Meeting of the Friends of the 
Wild Flower Garden was held in the Garden, on 
Saturday May 21st, 1983, in the Martha Crone 
Shelter, 35 persons attending.

President Caroline Price noted the new steps to 
the Garden gate and two new benches in the 
Garden along the path from the front gate to the 
shelter; the benches were funded by the Friends from gifts received in honor of Dr. Marion Grimes and 
in memory of Harold E. Dalquist. Their names are the first two on the Eliason Honor Board in the 
Crone Shelter. The benches were installed without labor cost by Mr. Hamele of the Hamele Co., 

The handrail along the steps leading the Garden 
Gate. This may be the one installed in 1975. The 

steps shown here were installed in the Fall of 1982. 
(photo from 2008, G D Bebeau)
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supplier of the benches. No memorial plaque was ever installed on the benches. The wood was 
replaced in 2000.

There were 11 recipients of study grants for a total of $1,975. All the names are in the Spring/Summer 
issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 31 No. 2 July 1983) which was issued as a combined Spring/
Summer issue. The Friends had established two study grant programs in 1978: One would be to 
establish scholarships for a few high school students to pursue the natural sciences. The second was to 
make tuition grants for grade school teachers in the Minneapolis Public School system to take a Nature 
Study course or an Audubon camp in the summer.

Directors elected were: Natalie Adler (new), Cindy Berg, Betty Bridgman, Betty Bryan, Marie Demler, 
Lynn Deweese, Emil Elftmann, Doris Larson, Catherine Ordner (new), Liz Pomeroy (new), Caroline 
Price, Patricia Thomesen. 
Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha Crone as honorary life member.
Leaving the board were Robert Dassett Jr., Janet O’Leary. The Friends had assets of $4,525. There were 
40 names on the Shelter volunteer list.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, officers elected were: Caroline Price President, 
Patricia Thomesen Vice President, Betty Bryan Secretary, Doris Larson Treasurer.
Betty Bridgman was now the sole editor of the Fringed Gentian™, Pat Thomesen was historian and with 
the new Eliason Honor Board in place on the shelter wall, Cindy 
Berg was in charge of memorials. Marie Demler continued as 
volunteer coordinator with Natalie Adler assisting. Membership 
was still handled by the Secretary.

In the evening of June 7th at the Martha Crone Shelter, the 
Friends hosted a volunteer appreciation open house. Many 
came and some of those present talked about how they became 
interested in the Garden. These comments are in the Newsletter 
but here is one about Judy Jones:

Judy Jones remembers coming here about 20 years ago. 
She picked up a tiny ball of fur near the bird feeder, and 
heard a voice behind her - caretaker Ken Avery - saying, 
'Are you a connoisseur of owl pellets?' 

Judy was a new volunteer this year and would be a volunteer 
till the end of 2009.

Autumn 1983 

The November issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 31 No. 3 November 1983) consisted almost entirely 
of a long message from Friends President Caroline Price about late October in the Garden and several 
solicitations the Friends received. One was from the Minneapolis Art Institute, which was going to start 
up a new fund raising attraction in 1984 called “Art In Bloom” and they were asking if the Friends 
could help make a gallery arrangement. Next, the Friends of the Minnesota Valley asked for some 
funding help. They were declined but President Price published the information to be certain members 
understood that the Friends support only one thing - the Garden, but members could independently 
give their support to Minnesota Valley.

Volunteer Judy Jones. Friends photo
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One of her paragraphs was about a conversation with Curator Ken 
Avery:

We talked about volunteer trees which have established 
themselves in the Garden. A volunteer tree is one that has 
seeded itself naturally. Ken feels that these volunteers are 
much hardier than trees grown from a root graft at a nursery. 
After the removal of diseased elms five or so years ago, 
volunteer red maple, white oak, red oak, ash, black walnut 
and others found conditions favorable for growing. The 
shade created by these and by mature trees causes the fall 
color in the Garden to be subdued. Acer rubrum, or native 
red maple, turns a vibrant sunset-color when in a sunny 
location. Here in the shade of the Garden its fall color is 
yellow.

As I looked out the Shelter window, I saw a wren flit by. I 
saw nuthatches, chickadees, and migrating warblers. Ken 
has heard the call of pileated woodpeckers in the Garden 
this fall. The pileated is a large woodpecker, crow-size. It is black and white, with a red crest on 
its head. About five years ago a pair of these woodpeckers nested in a dead birch tree in the 
Garden. A storm blew the birch down while the pair were still nesting. Three years ago another 
pair nested in a low cavity in a rotting birch. A raccoon discovered this nest, and the pair 
disappeared. Ken says that pileateds are not as rare as people think. They're good at keeping out 
of sight. Records show that people used to eat this bird.

The other page in the Newsletter was another first for the Friends - 
offering members the ability to give a gift membership, a proposal 
prepared by new board member Liz Pomeroy. This Santa graphic was 
used in the  newsletter to suggest a gift of Friends membership for 
Christmas. Basic membership was still $5, with increasing amounts 
titled Sustainer, $10; Sponsor, $25; Builder, $100; Benefactor $200.

The Garden closed on Oct. 31st. 1983 was the great ‘El Nino’ year, the 
wettest year since 1911 with 39.07 inches of precipitation. January to 
early March were very mild. April saw 21.8 inches a snow, a record to 
that date for April which held until 2018. December was the coldest 
since 1831.

Photo top of first page of 1983: Fall color in the Upland Garden at Eloise Butler. 
Photo G D Bebeau

Yellow Maples as described by Ken 
Avery. Photo G D Bebeau

Illustration from the November 
newsletter.
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1984 

Winter 1983/1984

Ken Avery begins his 25th year as Gardener.

The winter of 1983-84 began quietly with the ground freezing very 
late in the season, and it apparently was not to be as tough a 
winter on the plants as 1958-59 had been. However, the winter 
turned out to be the snowiest in official recorded history with 98.4 
inches of snow. Gardener Ken Avery did remark however that 
“Nature was on a strange time schedule - everything was off from 
normal.”

The Friends arranged for the reprinting of the Garden Guidebook, 
a run of 10,000 copies, the printing courtesy of Prudential 
Insurance Company. The Friends had received last fall an 
invitation from the Minneapolis Institute of Arts to prepare a 
display for the Institute’s first “Art in Bloom” show that was to 
take place in the early summer.

Spring 1984 

In the spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 33, No. 2, July 1984), Friends President Caroline Price 
remarked on “the quiet wilderness atmosphere” of the Garden. She 
thanked Marie Demler and Natalie Adler for their work as volunteer 
coordinators as they were retiring from that position. Newsletter 
editor Betty Bridgman discussed the food value of cattails and other 
wild vegetables.

Ken Avery reported that the Garden was beginning to recover from 
the effects of Dutch Elm Disease and that during the winter a 100 
year old tree had fallen on a new bench. Many plants were blooming 
early this spring even though 10 inches of snow blanketed the 
Garden on April 29th. Fortunately it was the final snowfall of the 
spring. Volunteers were requested to help remove brush in the 
Garden as Ken had no available Park help.

The Annual Membership Meeting of the Friends was held May 19th 

Gardener Ken Avery, 
newspaper photo

Retiring volunteer 
coordinator Marie Demler 
shown here in later years. 

Friends photo.
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at the Martha Crone Shelter. Directors elected were: Natalie Adler, Cindy Berg, Betty Bridgman, Betty 
Bryan, Marie Demler, Emil Elftmann, Doris Larson, Catherine Ordner, Liz Pomeroy, Caroline Price, 
Patricia Thomesen. 
Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha Crone as honorary life member. 
Leaving the board was, Lynn Deweese.

Student and Teacher Study Grants were awarded to 12 
individuals, totaling $1,950 - six college grants at $200 each and 
five Agri-business center grants at $80 each, and one National 
Audubon Camp grant at $350. Names of the winners were 
published in the newsletter. The Friends had established two 
study grant programs in 1978: One would be to establish 
scholarships for a few high school students to pursue the natural 
sciences. The second was to make tuition grants for grade school 
teachers in the Minneapolis Public School system to take a Nature 
Study course or an Audubon camp in the summer.

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, officers 
elected were: Patricia Thomesen President, Cindy Berg Vice 
President, Elizabeth (Betty) Bryan Secretary, Natalie Alder 

Treasurer.

The new volunteer coordinators were Shirley Schultz and Joyce Smeby, replacing Marie Demler. 
Catherine Ordner was chair of small grants. Betty Bridgman continued as editor of The Fringed 
Gentian™. The Friends had assets of $3,561. There were 54 names on the Shelter volunteer list this year.
The Yellow Lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens) bloomed on meeting day.

Summer 1984 

A volunteer party was held at the Martha Crone Shelter in June 
with 25 attending. Retiring Volunteer Coordinators Marie Demler 
and Natalie Adler were in charge. It was a good summer for the 
plants. Temperatures fluctuated little from the average range and 
there was ample precipitation with some major rainfalls each 
month, one of almost 3 inches in June, and one of 2 1/4 inches in 
July.

The summer of 1984 was the first season that the Garden was open 
till dusk. This occurred from June through August. The shelter had 
two “seasonal naturalists” from 5 pm to dusk on weekdays and 
from noon to 6 pm on Saturday and Sunday. These naturalists were 
Linda Buehring and Laurie Haugen. A rotating "third person" 
assisted them (Mike Volpe and Sarah Lokensgard). There was a 
favorable public response to the naturalists and to the additional 
open time and a few Garden tours were led by the naturalists.

Sometime during the summer an inventory was made of contents 
in the Shelter Building, which the Friends were responsible for 
insuring. The insured value was listed at $5,115. Some of the books 
were valuable enough that they were listed separately, such as 

New co-volunteer coordinator 
Shirley Schultz. Friends photo.

A historical exhibit inside the 
Martha Crone Shelter. 

Friends photo
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Robert's Birds of Minnesota and the 4-volume set of the 1961 Birds and Trees of North America. Some of the 
interesting contents included a set of ceramic mushrooms and 36 Red Wing vases valued at $10 each. 
These were stoneware with brown glaze, unmarked. In the early 2000's a few of these were still found 
in the Shelter attic and we wondered what they were!  Inventory follows the text.

Autumn 1984 

In September the Garden hours reverted to closing at 5 PM. The experiment in keeping the gate open 
until dusk during June through August, with naturalists available to help the public, was quite 
successful. This led to the future adoption of these later Garden hours. In The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 32 
No. 4, Nov. 1984), editor Betty Bridgman reported that 54 volunteers were recognized for Shelter 
volunteer duty. Friends President Patricia Thomesen presentseda recipe for making acorn meal from 
White Oak acorns which then yields Acorn Bread and apparently is tasty. There was a page devoted to 
creating your own wild flower garden.

Temperatures fluctuated more toward the end of the year and precipitation decreased with virtually 
none in November and very little snow in December leaving only a 2 inch snow depth going into 1985.

Photo top of first page of 1984: The Upland Garden in early April. Photo G D Bebeau
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50.00

100.00
40.00
25 .00

1oo. oo

50.00
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50.00
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800.00

l/-.
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.,4

One carousel projector - i

@
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BelI & Hovrell Ring Master Sound Slide Projector
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1985 

Winter 1984/1985

Ken Avery begins his 26th year as Gardener. In the winter of 1984-85, temperatures fluctuated above 
and below the average range toward the end of 1984 and precipitation decreased with virtually none in 
November and very little snow in December leaving only a 2 inch snow depth going into 1985. Early 
1985 was entirely different. Snowfalls occurred regularly in January and February providing adequate 
snow depth for the plants until the end of February. Late January and the first half of February had a 
majority of the days with temperatures well below average with a minus 29 on Jan. 29th. This changed 
in the last half of February with most days being above average with a huge 12 inch snowfall occurring 
after the 1st of March.

In late 1984 (December 4) four members of the Friends (President Pat Thomesen, Natalie Adler, Betty 
Bridgman and Betty Bryan) met with Park Board staff to air concerns of the Friends for the future care 
and development of the Wildflower Garden. In 1980 the Friends had drafted a policy statement about 
the Garden titled  PROPOSALS FOR THE CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT OF THE ELOISE BUTLER 
WILDFLOWER AND BIRD SANCTUARY. This was a subject that occupied the attention future Boards 
also. The consensus of the group was that their ideas were listened to. In preparation for the Annual 
Meeting to be held on May 18, Board member Ken Avery agreed to chair the Friends Nominating 
Committee. The text is in the 1980 history.

Spring 1985 

In the spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 33 No. 2), Friends 
President Pat Thomesen reported that recruiting for volunteers was 
underway. Volunteer coordinators were Shirley Schultz and Joyce Smeby. 
(Shirley would continue in this volunteer position until 2005). Editor 
Betty Bridgman printed a report from the Naturalists who had worked in 
the Garden in 1984. In April, Ken Avery was interviewed on public radio 
station KSJN and the Friends held a “Garden Potluck” at the Martha 
Crone Shelter.

The Annual Membership Meeting of the Friends was held May 18th at the 
Martha Crone Shelter. Elected to the Board of Directors were: Natalie 
Adler, Cindy Berg, Betty Bridgman, Elizabeth Bryan, Emil Elftmann, 
Catherine Ordner, Liz Pomeroy, Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, Gloria 
Miller (new), Patricia Thomesen. 

Dan Hasty, Park Board 
Foreman of Horticulture, 

shown here in 2005
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Ex-officio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha Crone as honorary life member. Marie Demler retired.

Ken Avery reported that everything in the Garden was “ridiculously early” compared to 1984 when 
everything was only “unseasonably early” and that there had been fewer bird migrants than usual 
through the Garden. Certainly the weather had much to do with that. Daily temperatures in March, 
April and the first half of May were well above average with a number of days in April above 80 
degrees. Precipitation was good also. There was another 12 inch snowfall in early April and good rains 
in May and June.

Garden hours: Following the successful test in 1984 of a later closing time for the Garden, in 1985, the 
season began with the daily Garden-open hours being 7:30 AM till dusk, which schedule has been 
followed ever since. Besides the volunteer help in the Shelter, Ken had four naturalists to help: Linda 
Buehring and Laurie Haugen returned from the 1984 season and they were joined by David Rafferty 
and David Eitzman. They staffed the Shelter on weekends 
and evenings. The Park Board’s Foreman of Horticulture, 
Dan Hasty, reported confiscating from rogue pickers, trash 
bags full of fiddle heads from Ostrich Ferns.

At the Board of Directors meeting following the annual 
meeting, Patricia Thomesen was reelected President, Emil 
Elfmann - Vice President, Elizabeth Bryan - Secretary, and 
Natalie Adler - Treasurer. In other slots: Cindy Berg was 
Historian and Memorials chair, Liz Pomeroy was 
membership chair, and Catherine Ordner was grants chair. 
This is the first time that membership duties had been split 
off from the Secretary’s duties into a separate membership 
job. Shirley Schultz and Joyce Smeby were volunteer 
coordinators.

Summer 1985 

This year the Friends Board continued a “small grants” program for applicants who were pursuing 
some study of the natural world. By the end of the year, 15 small dollar grants were made - six to 
college students ($200 each) and eight to students at the Minneapolis Public Schools Agribusiness 
Center ($50 each). In addition, a grant of $385 was provided to Donovan Klausen to study at the 
National Audubon Camp: Total costs - $1,985. Names of winners are listed in the June newsletter (Vol. 
33 No. 2). 

The Friends had established two study grant programs in 1978: One would be to establish scholarships 
for a few high school students to pursue the natural sciences. The second was to make tuition grants for 
grade school teachers in the Minneapolis Public School system to take a Nature Study course or an 
Audubon camp in the summer.

Station WCCO and Mpls/St. Paul Magazine were doing a daily selection called “Summer Pleasures 
Days” and August 20th was the day that The Garden was featured. The Friends helped host the event 
and tours were given in the Upland Garden.

The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 33 No. 2) reported on much of this including the positive result of a search 
for lost issues of the newsletter. Lon Miller’s poem “Trillium” was published.

Ostrich Fern fiddleheads (Matteucia 
struthiopteris) Photo G D Bebeau
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trillium
what we know cannot keep us alive

nor do we survive one moment to rest in the next
forgive me

when these words came to me
i wanted to walk far back into the woods

lie down by the muskrat's pond
and let trillium grow through my back.

The weather in the summer months moderated as if frequently does and average temperatures 
fluctuated above and below the normal range infrequently. There was reasonable rain including one 
rainfall of almost 2.5 inches in mid-August.

Autumn 1985 

In The Fringed Gentian™ notice was given of the death of Wilbur H. Tusler, at age 94 on August 14th. 
Mr. Tusler was a noted Twin Cities architect, member of the Friends, donor and chairman of the Friends 
Building Committee for the Martha Crone Shelter in 
1968-1970. His bio is in Volume 1, appendix 2.

At the fall meeting of the Friends Board of Directors, Park 
Board Foreman of Horticulture (a position that oversaw 
maintenance of the Garden), Dan Hasty, discussed 
maintenance projects for the Garden:

• a. Improved signage near the main gate with a 
directional map of the premises and Garden 
regulations posted. (These latter two were placed at 
the top of stairs leading to the front gate. The 
entrance signs were not installed until 1990.)

• b. An outdoor display unit for when the shelter was 
not open (a recommendation of the Friends).

• c. A revised Guidebook (the 1987 version)
• d. An improved entrance box to hold the 

guidebooks.

The Friends provided a Grant to the Garden of $1,000 for new plant 
acquisition. The cost of mailing an issue of The Fringed Gentian™ was 8 cents.

Weather: In mid-November temperatures began to plummet compared to 
seasonal averages with hardly any days that were toward the upper normal 
range; this lasted until the end of the year. Many days in November and 
December were 15 to 25 degrees below average. Nevertheless there were some 
good snowfalls in November including one of 8.5 inches and with the low 
temperatures good snow depth for the plants was maintained with 12 inches 
still on the ground at the end of the year.

Photo top of first page of 1985: The Upland Garden in summer. Photo G D 
Bebeau

Entrance Sign just off Theodore Wirth 
Parkway, erected after 1985.

1987 Guidebook cover
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1986 

Winter 1985/1986

Ken Avery begins his 27th and final year as Gardener. During the winter of 1985-86, temperatures on 
many days in November and December 1985 were 15 to 25 degrees below average. Nevertheless there 
were some good snowfalls in November including one of 8.5 inches and with the low temperatures 
good snow depth for the plants was maintained with 12 inches still on the ground at the end of the 
year. After the new year, temperatures fluctuated above and below the average range in a more normal 
manner and snowfalls continued such that there was no period without snow cover from January 1st 
until the end of March. In fact snow depth began the year at 12 inches and increased to 18 inches 
during late February and early March. There were no significant snowfalls after mid-March. Thus the 
plants in the Garden were well insulated from the freeze-thaw cycle that could prove so ruinous in 
some years.

At the Board Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden on January 26th, the Friends approved 
funding of $1,000 for hiring a University of Minnesota Graduate student, Barbara Delany, to prepare a 
plant census of the Garden. She was to make at least three visits to the Garden to complete the census. 
The census was completed during the year. Ms. Delany had been recommended by University of 
Minnesota botanist Tom Morley at the request of Mary Maguire Lerman, Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board Coordinator of Horticultural Programs, who also spoke at the meeting about the 
newly announced Floating Bog Project, now known as the Quaking Bog.

Work in the bog was begun the first week of 
January to remove non-native shrubs so that 
tamarack seedlings could get sunlight, then the 
bog area would be restored. During restoration, a 
bridge to cross the water moat surrounding the 
bog was put in place and then a board walk to 
circle part of the area for viewing plants. The 
Quaking Bog is located on the West side of the 
parkway almost directly across from the Wild 
Flower Garden. Both Eloise Butler and Martha 
Crone sourced plants from this bog for the 
wetland in the Garden.

Lerman also announced that new Garden signs, a 
bulletin board and holders for the guide book 
would be put in place this year at the front gate. 
These updates had previously been announced in 
the fall of 1985. A new update to the Garden guidebook was in the works for printing this year. The 
MPRB Horticultural Staff cut and burned buckthorn in the wetland area in early Spring and burned it 
on site.  The same event took place in late Fall.

Spring 1986 

The Garden opened on April 1st. There were actually two Spring issues of the Friends newsletter, The 
Fringed Gentian™; one was dated April (Vol. 34 No. 1) and the other May (Vol. 34 No. 2); Betty 
Bridgman was editor. It was reported that there was a break-in to the Martha Crone Shelter during the 

Tamaracks growing in the Quaking Bog.  Photo from 
2018 showing growth of new trees.  Photo G D Bebeau
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first week of April. Glass was broken in the exhibits, several books were destroyed, some furniture 
damaged and the front door was broken. More information on the guidebook update was presented. 
The Friends paid $800 to repair furniture and $525 for an alarm system.

In the new guidebook, there would be a new section on birds and mammals by Garden naturalists 
Laurie Hougen, David Rafferty and Stephanie Torbert; there would be drawings by Stephanie Torbert, 
Pete Ascher, Michael Ryan and Sandy Murphy, and a new map incorporating contours and the 
numbered guideposts by the Cartography Lab of the Department of Geography at the University of 
Minnesota.

In the Garden, the new numbered guide posts were being installed to match the new guidebook. Some 
were in the same location as shown in the 1981 Guide, but a number were moved and additional posts 
were added, particularly in the Upland Garden. Friends President Patricia A. Thomesen expected to 
have the guidebook on hand at the Friends annual meeting in May. All was well in design but the 
actual guidebook would not show up in print until 1987. The draft had been left with Ken Avery but it 
had disappeared and had to be reconstructed. Once printed, it would go through 5 printings and 
revisions.

The May issue of the Newsletter (Vol. 34 No. 2) contained a book review of Common Wildflowers of 
Minnesota by Gerald Ownbey and with drawings by Wilma Monserud. The book was originally 
published by the University of Minnesota in 1971 and has had several re-printings including a 
paperback version. Many of the drawings were made in the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden.

The Annual Membership Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held May 31st at the 
Martha Crone Shelter. Elected to the full Board were: Natalie Adler, Cindy Berg, Betty Bridgman, Betty 
Bryan, Norman Busse, Sallie Cole, Melvin Duoos, Elizabeth Jensen, Doris Larson, Gloria Miller, 
Catherine Ordner, Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, Patricia Thomesen. Ex-officio members: Kenneth Avery 
and Dan Hasty. Martha Crone as honorary life member.

Ken Avery made a report and The Park Board’s Foreman of Horticulture, Dan Hasty was made an ex-
officio member of the Board of Directors. He was Ken Avery's direct supervisor. Due to conflicts in the 
administration of it, the Friends Board also discontinued the small grants program that had begun in 
1979. Over those years $14,710 had been granted. 49 volunteers were on the roster to staff the Shelter.

Spring, according to Ken Avery, was "unbelievable early" but it 
then became fairly normal, with adequate rainfall. (More than 
adequate in April as the recorded 5.88 inches made it the 
wettest April in the weather records up to that date and this 
record stood until 2001. There was a temperature spike at the 
end of March with several days above 80 degrees, but no other 
abnormalities. A work crew helped Ken burn off the Prairie 
area.

At the Board of Directors meeting following the annual 
meeting, Gloria Miller was elected President; Elizabeth (Betty) 
Bryan - Vice President; Joyce Smeby - Secretary; and Natalie 
Adler - Treasurer. In other slots: Betty Bryan was also Historian; 
Sallie Cole was Memorials chair; Pat Thomesen became 
membership chair; Catherine Ordner was grants chair; Shirley 
Schultz was volunteer coordinator; Betty Bridgman would 

Gloria Miller, newly elected president 
of The Friends of the Wild Flower 

Garden.

204



remain as editor of The Fringed Gentian™ .

Betty Bridgman wrote a humorous report for the Annual Meeting in which she wrote: "It has been 
over a year now since our President, Patricia Thomesen, made my assignment more pleasant by 
arranging to have a committee mail each issue of The Fringed Gentian™. The present editor, though 
widely regarded with affection and tolerance, as it proved, did not have the required IQ to handle the 
permit mailing without getting our 35-year highly respected organization into deep trouble and 
possible loss of our mailing rate of $.08 cents per copy.”

Summer 1986 

During the summer in the Garden the Park and Recreation Board installed a 
new fountain made of Lannon stone inside the front gate.  Funds for the 
fountain were donated in 1985 by William H. Burgess and Gerald Burgess Jr. 
in honor of their parents Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Henry Burgess, who were 
frequent visitors to the Garden.

Mrs. Burgess (Louise) died October 10, 1973 in California where she had 
lived since 1965. She had organized and counseled family-life groups in 
Minneapolis more than forty years and wrote a column entitled "Let's Be 
Better" for the Edina Courier from 1950 to 1960.  She was also an author, her 
first book being This side of the stars, which was mentioned in The Fringed 
Gentian™ Vol. 6 No. 3, in July 1958. Louise was a member of the Friends 
until her death. Her husband, Gerald H. Burgess, had passed away 
suddenly on April 29 1938. He was the owner of the Panama Carbon Company in Minneapolis and was 
the donor of a number of plants in the early 1930's when Martha Crone was curator. In 1939 Martha 
received a donation of 100 Hay-scented ferns (Dennstaedtia punctilobula) in his memory.

August 3rd at Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden, a Sunday, was designated as one the City of 
Minneapolis’ “Summer Pleasures” days and was publicized by WCCO and Mpls/St. Paul Magazine. 
August 3rd was also the 135th anniversary of Eloise Butler’s birth. Guided tours were provided for 
visitors. On that same day, a “Walk Through the August Prairie” was organized by Friends Board 
member Cathy Ordner and led by naturalist David Rafferty.

The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 34 No. 3) reported on much of this including Ken Avery’s planting of 
Prickly Pear (Opuntia humifusa) in the Garden. Martha Crone had first planted this species in 1934 and 
again in 1949. 

There was also a report on the progress of the Dutch Elm Disease. Since 1963 when the scourge began, 
94,988 trees had been removed with 105,012 remaining - all within the City of Minneapolis. The Garden 
itself had lost over 175 elms. Buckthorn and Leafy Spurge were also mentioned as Garden invaders, 
although with all the other concerns, Buckthorn was not yet considered the pressing problem it would 
become by the late 1990s.

Autumn 1986 

The October issue of the Friend's newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 34 No. 4) was dedicated to 
expressing concern for wildflowers. It was felt that the public in general was forgetting their 
importance and that some members of the public were ignoring the law for their own profit. A state 
statute was reprinted, the gist of which is:
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No one can buy, sell, offer or expose for sale any Cypredieae, any orchid, lotus, gentian, arbutus 
or lily species - from any public land - or from private land without the owners consent - and the 
consent of the commissioner which would be granted only for scientific purposes.

Mention was made of the Department of Natural Resources’ list of endangered or threatened species. 
And then there was printed a quote from Gerald Ownbey, Professor of Botany, University of 
Minnesota:

The key to the preservation of plants and animals is the setting aside of habitats, i.e. land areas of 
sufficient dimension where the species in greatest danger of extinction are found naturally. 
Plants do not occur in isolation but in fact occur in intricate and in many instances unknown 
interdependencies with each other and with animals.

This would be a fitting description of the purpose of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden. It meshed 
with Ken Avery’s view of maintaining the “wildness” of the Garden. Ken's philosophy of maintaining 
the Garden was best expressed in this statement:  “In regular gardens it is desirable that it appears that 
man has been there and done his work. In our Wildflower Garden the ideal is that it appears that the 
present viewer is the first person to see the area.” (Oct. 12, 1976, letter of Ken Avery to Gordon 
Morrison, Coordinator of Environmental Ed at Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board).

This was to be Ken’s last season as Gardener. His replacement, Cary 
George, had already been working for him this season. Ken Avery 
also felt that Cary George would “belong there”. In Ken’s last letter to 
the membership of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden he wrote:

Another reason for leaving at this time is that I can now do so 
with a clear conscience. Until recently there was no one in the 
Park system who I felt could take over the Garden. Those of 
you who have met my replacement, Cary George, know that 
he is an intelligent person who is interested the Garden and 
who will husband it very well. I have to admit that my one 
apprehension in leaving is that he will do such a good job, that 
this spring might be marked as the end of the dark ages for the 
Garden. (Ref. The Fringed Gentian™, Vol. 35 No. 3)

The Garden was open until October 31st. Forty volunteers had 
manned the Martha Crone Shelter during the year. In late fall 
Buckthorn in the bog was cut and burned on site by the MPRB 
Horticultural Staff.

In the climate department, the fall was the opposite of the spring. After mid-October there was rarely 
any precipitation and while temperatures were neither abnormally warm or cold, the snowfall was 
very light with no snow on the ground at the end of the year and the pattern of very light precipitation 
continued well into the spring of 1987.

In a memo from Mary Maguire Lerman, Coordinator of Horticulture Programs for the Park Board, 
dated May 29, 1987, to Friends president Gloria Miller, she stated the Park Board had taken action in 
the fall of 1986 to change the Garden's name to “Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.” 
The history of Garden names is in the 1968 history

New Gardener Cary George. 
Friends photo.
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1987 

Winter 1986/1987
This is the first year with Gardener Cary George in charge of the Garden. Significantly, 1987 was also 
the 80th anniversary of the founding of the Wildflower Garden.

At the end of 1986, Gardener Ken Avery retired after 27 years as the person in charge of caring for the 
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden. He had succeeded Martha Crone upon her retirement at the end of 
1958 and she had succeeded Eloise Butler upon the death of Eloise in 1933. Thus Cary George became 
only the 4th person in the succession of caretakers of the Garden. Cary had already spent 10 years 
working in horticulture with the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board, principally growing flowers 
and plants in the Park System greenhouses - plants that would be used for spring planting in the 
Minneapolis Parks.

Outside the Garden area, Highway 12 was being re-constructed into what became Interstate-394. There 
would be detrimental effects from construction on the ground water flow to the springs around the 
Garden. Most had suffered from the draw down of the water table over the years such that only the 
Great Medicine Spring would occasionally flow. The tamarack bog west of the Garden was being 
renovated. During the winter a dense growth of Buckthorn was removed there in preparation for 
providing better walking access to that area.

1987 would become the second warmest year in local weather history. The first three months of the year 
began that way. Almost every day, temperatures were above average and snowfall was scant. There 
was rarely any snow cover on the ground (unlike the photo shown above) and the spring plant bloom 
would be quite early.

Spring 1987 

Spring was early - very early. The Garden opened on schedule on April 1st. The snow trilliums had 
already bloomed five days before, setting a modern day early bloom date. Plants were 2-3 weeks ahead 
of average development The winter had been mild with little snow cover and while April 1986 had 
been the wettest in history with 5.88 inches of rain, April 1987 proved to be one of the driest with just 
0.16 inch of precipitation. As a result, modern day early bloom date records were set for the following 
plants.

Snow Trillium (Trillium nivale) March 26
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White Trout Lily (Erythronium albidum) April 9
Cutleaf Toothwort (Cardamine concatenata) April 9
Yellow Trout Lily (Erythronium americanum) April 11
Minn. (dwarf) Trout Lily (Erythronium propullans) April 12
Early Meadow Rue (Thalictrum dioicum) April 20.

Cary George was able to access Ken Avery's daily records of plant bloom 
- records going back to the late 50’s. A copy follows the 1978 text.

The prairie was not burned this year as the Garden could not get a 
permit.

Because of the road work on Highway 12, new directions to the Garden 
had to be given as construction closed the Hy. 12 exits to Wirth Parkway. 
A new alarm system funded by the Friends had been installed in the 
Martha Crone Shelter during the winter as a result of a break-in that had 
occurred in 1986. Cost to the Friends was $1,325 including repairs of 
damaged items in the Shelter.

On May 30th, the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held their annual 
meeting in the Garden at the Martha Crone Shelter. Elected to the full Friends' Board were: Ione Allison, 
Connie Bartz, Betty Bridgman, Betty Bryan, Dr. Norman Busse, Sallie Cole, Melvin Duoos, Elizabeth 
Jensen, Ann Kessen, Gloria Miller, Catherine Ordner, Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, Patricia Thomesen. 

Ex-officio members: Kenneth Avery and Dan Hasty. 
Leaving the board this year were Natalie Adler, Cindy Berg, Doris Larson.

New Gardener Cary George was introduced to the Friends membership. He mentioned that the census 
of the Garden that the Friends paid for in 1986 had been completed by Barb Delany and that the bog 
area had been cleared of Buckthorn. (See 1986 text for details of this, which would be required to be 
done again and again in future years.)

At the Board of Directors meeting following the annual meeting, re-elected as president was Gloria 
Miller, Betty Bryan Vice President, Joyce Smeby, Secretary, Melvin Duoos, Treasurer.
Betty Bridgman remained as editor of the newsletter The Fringed Gentian™, Pat Thomesen, past 
president 1984-85, was membership secretary, Shirley Schultz continued as Volunteer Coordinator, Sally 
Cole as memorials chair. At the time, the Friends had 203 members.

In the The Fringed Gentian™ editor Betty Bridgman announced that there would a celebration of the 
80th Anniversary of the Garden on June 13th, with Garden tours conducted and a volunteer reception 
hosted by the Friends at the Martha Crone Shelter.

Summer 1987 

The 80th Anniversary of the Garden was held on June 13th, with Garden tours conducted by MPRB 
Naturalists and a volunteer reception hosted by the Friends at the Martha Crone Shelter. WCCO Radio 
and Mpls/St. Paul Magazine chose the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden as one of their "Summer 
Pleasures" days and the date was set to be August 17th. The Minnesota Horticulturalist in the June issue 
printed a story by Mary McGuire Lerman on Eloise Butler's efforts to establish the Garden. (copy at end 
of 1987 text.)

Gardener Cary George with 
Twin Leaf (Jeffersonia 

diphylla). Friends photo.
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After the dry weather of April rains had returned by mid-May, but not any large amounts; June was 
light also but from mid-July to mid-August there was a deluge. July 1987 was the wettest calendar 
month in local history with 17.90 inches of rain, which included one storm that dropped over 8 inches 
on the Garden and knocked out the phone service.

Cary George added plants to the Garden that included Wild Blue Phlox, Butterfly Milkweed, Blue Flag, 
Large flowered Penstemon, Sweet Flag, Bottlebrush Grass, Pagoda Dogwood, Arrowwood Viburnum 
(Viburnum dentatum).

The following were noted as new to the Garden but two have been Eloise Butler introductions.:
• Alumroot - (Heuchera americana) - Eloise Butler recorded planting this in 1913.
• Long-fruited Thimbleweed (Anemone cylindrica) - Eloise Butler recorded planting this in 

1918.
• Long-stalk Sedge (Carex pedunculata)
• Shadblow (Allegheny Serviceberry) (Amelanchier laevis)

In The Fringed Gentian™, former Gardener Ken Avery, wrote a letter of goodbye - his last letter to the 
membership of the Friends. He gave his reasons for leaving the Garden:

When I first came into the Garden under Mrs. Crone, I fell in love with what I found there and 
have never intentionally changed it in any way. Oh, it has changed, nature and society have 
changed and in so doing have forced some changes, but most of these were just cosmetic. In 
most ways, it has remained much as it was when I first walked through its front gate. Another 
reason for leaving at this time is that I can now do so with a clear conscience. Until recently there 
was no one in the Park system who I felt could take over the Garden. Those of you who have 
met my replacement, Cary George, know that he is an intelligent person who is interested the 
Garden and who will husband it very well. I have to admit that my one apprehension in leaving 
is that he will do such a good job, that this spring might be marked as the end of the dark ages 
for the Garden.

Autumn 1987 

One of the plants Cary George planted in 1987 was Winterberry. Three 
were inserted in the marsh along the bog trail. He was planting it in 
honor of Ken Avery, as that was the only honor Ken had accepted and 
Cary said he had to search for the correct species. Winterberry, Ilex 
verticillata, is the only holly native to Minnesota. Friends secretary 
Joyce Smeby and her family helped Cary plant the shrubs. There was 
to be a dedicatory plaque mounted to a rock which was discussed the 
next year at the Friends 1988 May 14th Board meeting, but that seems 
to have not been erected.

Cary also noted in his plant lists that at this time the Garden now 
contained two species of Goldenrod - Crossleaf and Giant - that were 
not listed on Martha Crone's 1951 Garden Census. We are unsure of 
which species he meant by "Crossleaf" but Giant is (Solidago gigantea) 
and was first planted in the Garden in 1919 by Eloise Butler.

Garden naturalists reported that mushrooms were in abundance in the 
Garden this past season. There were lots of shaggy manes, a large 

Winterberry (Ilex verticillata) 
Photo G D Bebeau
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Polyporus frondorus and a sizable sulphur shelf (Laetiporus sulphureus aka Chicken of the woods or L. 
cincinnatus).

The wet July and August undoubtedly contributed to the abundance. Wet as the summer was, late 
August, September and October were quite dry. There were some snowfalls in Novenber and 
December but no significant amounts. The year ended however as the second wettest in local weather 
history. The Garden closed on October 31st completing Cary George's first year as Gardener at Eloise 
Butler Wildflower Garden.

Photo top of first page of 1987: Cary George in the winter Garden (Friends photo from 2000)

Preserving an
'Earthly Paradise'

Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Turns 80
By MARY MAGUIRE LERMAN
Minneapolis Park Board

sunflowers, goldenrods and asters ofmany
species and hues. Various lily-rimmed pools
and lakes were teeming with algae, among
them microscopic desmids and diatoms of
extraordinary beauty, many of which were
new to the world.
Miss Butler's passion for that beauty, her

intense desire to Preserve at least some of it
for students ofbotany and others who shared
her love of Nature, caused her to lead in es-
tablishing a native plant preserve within the
city (later named in her honor), the Eloise
Butler Wildflower Garden located within
Theodore Wirth Park.

Since its establishment n 1907, the park
has been a special place for native plant lov-
ers, those who, in Miss Butler's words, "find
in the depth of a swamP an earthly paradise."

A reason for selecting that particular site
for the wildflower garden was the Presence
of an undrained tamarack swamp. The swamp,
as Miss Butler noted, is the "abode of most
of our orchids and insectivorous plants so
interesting in habit and structure. The indig-
enous flora was found to be captivating.
Among the notables were sundew, pitcher
plant, Linnaea, turk's-cap lily, the two sPe-

What does one go into the
wilderness for to see? A reed
shaken by the wind, if You
please; but surely not geo-
metric flower beds, nor
mounds of the ubiquitous
canna and castor bean.

Eloise Butler

cies of fringed gentian, showy and yellow
lady-s1ippers."

Change, however, is our one constant. Time
changed Miss Butley's prized tamarack swamp
into an elm forest after a "ryclone" passed
through the garden, destroying the tamar-
acks and allowing elms to take root. Then in
the mid tolate L970's, the elms began dying
from Dutch elm disease. Now we are replant-
ing the swamp with tamarack and other ap-
propriate woody plants.

The garden now feafures four separate
habitats: woodland, bog-swamp, upland, and
prairie. Visitors come not only to enjoy the
blooming plants but to watch the birds and
other wildlife. During April and May the
woodland is the chief display featuring tril-
liums, hepaticas, and more. In |une, the bog-
swamp shows off our state flower, the showy
lady-slipper, along with other wetland plants,
while the prairie is ablaze from July until frost.
This gives visitors a wonderful experience
anytime they travel the garden's trail.

A complete plant census of the garden was
prepared in 1986 that provides us with data
showing which plants are Present in large
quantities and which plants require addi-
tional installations. The census will enable us
tG appropriately expand and./or increase the
wildflower population at the garden.

A party to recognize the garden's 80th
birthday will be held Saturday, |une 13 (rain-
date of ]une 14) from 1.0 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nat-
uralists will lead tours of the garden's swamP-
bog where the showy lady-slipper blooms.
Come join the party. Bring your boots, mos-
quito and Bnat rePellent, and hiking energy;
we will provide the refreshments.
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Th" Mi.,rruupolis of one hundred years ago
was "a place of enchantment-a veritable
fairyland" according to Eloise Butler, a woman
for whom no beauty could match that of Na-
fure's garden.

Here is her description of that lost, en-
chanted city of the 1880's as she remembered
it in the 1920's:

Along the river banks grew in profusion
trillium, bloodroot, wild phlox, anemones,
Dutchman's breeches, and hepatica; the
meadows were glorious with Indian paint
brush, both red and yellow, with gentians,
purple fringed orchids, and royal clumps
of blue violets. In the tamarack swamps of
the suburbs might be seen long vistas of
our state flower, the showy lady-slipper,
together with the wild calla, and pitcher
plants without number. And who could
describe the outlying prairies, rioting in
colors far exceeding the brilliancy of trop-
ical flora. A long procession beginning with
the pasque flower, the rosy three-flowered
avens, and the equally profuse bird's-foot
violet, that gave way in tum to the more
gorgeous blooms of midsummer and early
autumn, as the purple blazing stars, giant

166 MINNESOTA HORTICULIURIST Eloise Butler
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Trillium grandiflorum, blooming in
wildflower garden, Minneapolis.
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1988 

Winter 1987/1988

Gardener Cary George begins his second year in charge of the Garden. The Friends produced a new 
small gift book titled From Friends to Friends, that would be available to anyone donating $25 or more to 
the Friends for support of the Garden. It was a combination of color Garden plant photos and poetry 
and produced entirely by Friends President Gloria Miller and husband Lon. Several copies have been 
saved for our records. Printing of the booklet was funded by Shirley Schultz.

A new guidebook for the Garden, which included a new trail 
map, was finally ready for printing by the Minneapolis Park 
and Recreation Board (MPRB). The cost of printing of the 
10,000 copy run was donated by Prudential Insurance Co. In 
that era, visitors could pick up a copy and take it home with 
them - hence the need for the large print run. It would be 
reprinted four times. The Friends funded a Garden census in 
1986 for the preparation of this guide. Design of the guide had 
begun in 1986 and there is more detail in that history. The 
whole project had been delayed a year when Ken Avery had 
lost the original draft.

Martha Hellander’s name shows up as a new member in the 
Friends newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 36 No. 1), and it 
was announced that she was writing a biographical book about 
Eloise Butler. The Friends, beginning in 1989, provided 
financial support for the project. The book would eventually be 
titled The Wild Gardener. Martha attended the Friends' Board 
Meeting on Jan. 30th to discuss her research.

It was also noted in the winter issue of the newsletter that the 
Minneapolis Metrodome lost and found department donated 10 pair of binoculars to the Park Board for 
use at the Eloise Butler Garden. The Park Board forestry crews did extensive work in the Wirth Park 
Bog by removing Buckthorn in early January and burning the cuttings in early March. They also 

Gloria Miller with the gift book "From 
Friends to Friends” Friends photo.
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attempted to burn the Purple Loosestrife in the adjoining area and 
then when spring arrives they were to use techniques developed by 
the Nature Conservancy to keep sprouts under control. However, it 
would take biological controls (beetles) to rid the area of the plant. 
The biological program began in 1997.

There was not much snow coming into the new year but January 1988 
produced significant snowfalls such that by month end the snow 
depth would be around 14 inches. After mid-February, precipitation 
dropped off and the weather moved into a dry pattern that would 
result in 1988 being labeled a drought year.

Spring 1988 

The Garden opened on April 1st without weather problems.  Shirley 
Schultz of the Friends was coordinating the volunteers to staff the 
Martha Crone Shelter. The new Garden Guidebook was available for 
visitors.

On April 9th, Cary George attended a seminar on invasives - Leafy spurge, Buckthorn and Purple 
loosestrife, all of which had made their way into Wirth Park and the Garden. After not burning the 
prairie last year due to the permit not being granted, the burn occurred this year on April 14 - 15. 
Former Gardener Ken Avery helped with the burn. Even though a permit had been issued by the MN 
Pollution Control Agency, the Minneapolis Fire Department still showed up when office workers 
downtown in the IDS Center reported a fire.

No early bloom records were set this year and 
unusually, there were no blooms on the Yellow Lady’s-
slipper (Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens).

The Friends held their Annual Meeting on May 14th in 
the Garden at the Martha Crone Shelter. Elected board 
members were: Ione Allison, Connie Bartz-Lavoie, 
Betty Bridgman, Elizabeth Bryan, Dr. Norman Busse, 
Elaine Christenson (new), Sallie W. Cole, Melvin 
Duoos, Ann Kessen, Gloria Miller, Donna Sandstrom 
(new), Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, Patricia Thomesen 
and Jane Wolke (new).

Ex-officio members were Cary George, Dan Hasty and Ken Avery.

Martha Hellander was introduced to the Friends. MPRB Foreman of Horticulture Dan Hasty, spoke at 
the meeting about plans for a new design of entrances to the Garden. [Note: The front gate project 
would get done in 1990, the back gate would not be done until 1995/97.] The Garden received 6 pairs of 
the binoculars, not 10, from the Metrodome Lost and Found. The Friends purchased a refrigerator for 
the Martha Crone Shelter and allocated $200 for purchase of reference books for the Shelter.

At the Board of Directors meeting following the annual meeting, Gloria Miller stepped down as 
president. Newly elected officers were Ann Kessen President, Elizabeth (Betty) Bryan Vice President, 
Joyce Smeby Secretary, Melvin Duoos Treasurer. In continuing roles: Betty Bridgman - editor of The 

New guidebook cover.

Above: Spring Prairie Burn. Friends photo.
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Fringed Gentian™, Shirley Schultz - volunteer coordinator, Pat Thomesen (past president 1984-85) - 
membership chair. Elaine Christenson became memorials chair, Connie Bartz-Lavoie grants chair, and 
Donna Sandstrom became historian. Membership was reported to be 191 - which was a low point in 
recent history. Membership fees were a minimum of $5 at the time.

A reception for Garden volunteers was hosted by the Friends at 6:30 
PM on June 7th at the Garden.

The May issue of The Fringed Gentian™, reported that Friends member 
Dr. Marian Grimes had passed away on April 22nd. Dr. Grimes was 
volunteer coordinator for the Friends from 1971 to 1980, taking over 
from Mildred Olson who had organized the shelter volunteer program 
when the shelter was completed in 1970. She was a shelter volunteer 
herself, a past member of the Friends Board of Directors and active in 
the Minnesota Mycological Society. In 1983 she wrote an article in The 
Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 31 No. 1) on Henry David Thoreau’s visit to 
Minneapolis and his visit to her grandfather in search of a special 
crabapple tree. The Friends received a $1,000 bequest from the estate. 
Her obituary follows this text.

The current newsletter issue also reported a long list of bird 
sightings, not at the Garden, but at the Roberts Bird Sanctuary at 
Lake Harriet.

Weather: Precipitation was well below average in the spring season and temperatures were above 
average. This would be a drought year with just over 18 inches of precipitation all year.

Summer 1988 

1988 was a year of drought. 1987 had been the 2nd wettest year in recorded weather history. Cary 
George reported that the bog was doing OK but he had great concern for the Woodland ephemerals. 
Many plants that don’t normally die back, were doing so. There was little new growth on trees and 
shrubs. In the prairie area there was also slow growth with wilting already noticed in the morning 
hours. Cary had water hoses employed everywhere. Fortunately 
there were water taps in the critical parts of the Garden. In other 
parts of the Minneapolis Parks system district foreman Jim 
Fagrelius put about 50 water buckets by trees around the city 
lakes with a flyer inside encouraging people to take buckets of 
lake water and water trees. Apparently many did so.

Temperatures in the summer was well above normal, 100.7º on 
June 24th, reaching 105º in July, with very little rain.

Former President Jimmy Carter visited the Garden on June 9th. 
He was in several cities in June 1988 promoting his new book 
Outdoor Journal. In Minneapolis he had a book signing that 
afternoon at B. Dalton but had time to visit the Garden earlier in 
the day. Minneapolis Star Tribune reporter Bob Lundegaard spent 
time with the President at the Garden (Tribune photo right - taken 
in the Garden) and reported that while sitting on a bench in the 

Author Martha Hellander. Friends 
photo
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Garden Carter recited some lines from Bryant's Thanatopsis. Lundergaard reported that "occasionally 
visitors would walk by, smile and nod, as if it was the most natural thing in the world to walk along a 
wilderness path and run into a former president." (June 11, 1988, Minneapolis Star Tribune copy of article 
follows.)

In the The Fringed Gentian™, President Ann Kessen in her first “President’s Letter” reminds members to 
not let the summer heat keep them from visiting the Garden. The new guidebook, just printed prior to 
the Garden opening in the spring, is now in use at the Garden..

Naturalists working in the Garden this year included: Marcia Holmberg, Nancy Niggley, Dawn 
Doering, David Rafferty and Stephanie Torbert.

Former Garden Curator Martha Crone, ca. 1960, entered a nursing home in the summer of 1988. She 
would pass away the following February. Her family donated the wild flowers from her home garden 
at 3723 Lyndale Ave. No. to the Wildflower Garden. These included some rare trilliums and ferns.

Autumn 1988 

Cary George reported that two yearling deer found their way into the Garden “much to the delight of 
visitors - especially school children.” Wirth Park also had an unusually high number of deer sightings. 
Cary reported that they were still in the Garden in early October and would cause damage if not gotten 
out before winter. An attempted break-in to the Shelter occurred on September 27th, but the alarm 
scared the intruders off. Only the plexiglass on the door was broken.

In the autumn issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 36 No. 4) Cary George also noted that autumn color 
might not be that brilliant due to the drought. He reported there were seven varieties of goldenrod and 
nine varieties of aster blooming in the Garden in the fall. At the Friends Board meeting on October 1st, 
discussions included Martha Hellander's research on Eloise Butler, the use of the $1,000 received from 
the Grimes Estate, the need for a folding staircase to access the attic of the Shelter and various small 
items needed for the Shelter. The creation of a Friends' Mission Statement was planned. The Friends 
also had two ceiling spotlights installed in the Shelter for wall illumination at a cost of $253.

In the same issue volunteer coordinator Shirley Schultz recognized 
those 38 volunteers who staffed the Martha Crone Shelter during 
the year. President Ann Kessen noted the Garden would be open 
until October 31 and October would be a great time to be in the 
Garden. During the year the Friends had revenue of $3,925 - $1,100 
from memorials, $2,516 from memberships, $309 from investment 
income. Expenses were $4,838 including the two purchases for the 
Shelter; asset balance - $7,126

In September the city of Minneapolis inaugurated the Minneapolis 
Sculpture Garden at the Walker Art Center.

The Garden closed for the season on October 31st.

Weather: The autumn season was similar to the previous months - 
temperatures were somewhat above normal and precipitation was 
much below normal. There was some rain in September but little 
precipitation after that. The year ended with less than 19 inches of 

Cary George cutting Buckthorn in 
the Garden. Friends photo.
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precipitation vs an average of 27.7 inches.

Photo top of first page of 1988: Cary George with visiting School Group in the Martha Crone Shelter 
(Friends photo from 2000)
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1989 

Winter 1988/1989 

Gardener Cary George begins his third year in charge of the Garden. He had a good time 
unsuccessfully trying to round up four deer that had become trapped in the Garden during the early 
winter. Two of them were probably the two yearlings that were seen in the fall of 1988. Damaged fences 
were repaired and in the spring no new deer tracks were found, so they had gotten themselves out of 
the Garden before the fence repair. Tree limbs can fall on the perimeter fence and this allows for deer 
entry. The Gardener cannot take the time to walk the perimeter fence each day so deer can quickly find 
an entrance if the fence is down. During the winter four Bluebird houses were erected in the Upland 
Garden using the Starling-proof “Peterson Design.” (1)

At the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden board meeting on Jan. 21st, President Ann Kessen introduced 
a draft of a new mission statement for the Friends [copy in Volume 1, appendix 12]. The key concepts of 
the statement were cultivation, cooperation and communication. In regards to “cultivation” it was 
specifically stated the “The plant collection is important to us.” Thus the Friends emphasized and 
continued to support helping fund the ongoing replacement of the 
plant collection as it is deemed necessary by the Garden Curator. (2)

Martha Hellander: The Board also agreed to help Martha Hellander 
raise funds for her research project and book contract on the life of 
Eloise Butler. The Friends agreed to be named as an “applicant” for 
a Minnesota Historical Society Grant to be used for the project. The 
maximum grant would be $7,500 and Martha Hellander believed 
that her total costs may be $9,420 above the amount of the grant.

In the meantime, the Board approved her request to provide $925 to 
cover her research costs from Nov. 1988 through April 1989. In 
addition $2,400 was voted to support the project along with an 
anonymous grant of $1,000 that had been received for the project. 
The membership would be asked for special donations to support 
the project and a special bank account was opened for the “Eloise 
Butler Biography Fund.”

The Martha Crone Shelter is in need of new roof which the Park 
Author Martha Hellander in Maine 

1989. Friends photo
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Board intended to do in August. The Board was concerned about the closeness of some trees to the roof. 
The Park Board agreed to trim but not remove any trees. In addition the Friends were researching the 
cost of a drop-down ladder to access the attic in the Shelter.

An inventory was taken of books in the Shelter Library - the total was 202, but many were from the 
early 1900s or earlier or of specific topics and may be out-of-date. (copy of inventory follows this text.) 
The four bridges over water channels in the marsh were to have been replaced during the winter but as 
of yet, had not been. President Kessen was also looking for a Board Member to act as liaison with the 
Park Board. And finally, it was thought that the Friends should have more communication with 
members than just the newsletter. It was decided that a “President’s Letter” would be issued at the 
beginning and end of each year to supplement the information in The Fringed Gentian™. (2)

Weather: Following the drought year of 1988, precipitation picked up in early 1989 with many 
snowfalls in the first 3 months and placing the winter of 1988-89 in the above average snowfall range 
but rains would be light later on and 1989 would still be a year of below average precipitation.

Lastly and sadly, Martha Crone, 2nd Garden Curator, passed away on February 5th at 95 years of age. 
Her obituary (copy follows) appeared on February 7th in the Star-Tribune. She was buried at Crystal 
Lake Cemetery in Minneapolis in the plot she and husband Bill (who died in 1951) had purchased 
many years previously.

Spring 1989 

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held a Board Meeting at the Martha Crone Shelter on April 15, 
1989. Cary George reported that the season was about one week behind normal and that some rain was 
needed, but many Snow Trilliums were blooming. The spring outside the Garden (Great Medicine 
Spring) had dried up, and he had plans for burning off the prairie area the following week. (3)

The Minnesota Historical Society grant applied for in the 
winter to help fund Martha Hellander’s research on her 
Eloise Butler biography was approved at 1/2 the requested 
amount - $3,600 was approved. Martha planned to use the 
funds for a research trip east in the summer.(3)
Friends president Ann Kessen presented the Mission 
Statement of the Friends and it was adopted as of April 15, 
1989. This was the first such. A committee of Betty Bryan, 
Pat Thomesen, Shirley Schultz, Elaine Christenson and Ann 
Kessen had formed in October 1988 to create a proposal for 
a more definite "mission" for the Friends. The Board voted 
to approve $1000 in support of a Natural Resources 
Development Grant [copy follows] to be used to dredge the 
marsh and reconfigure the northern boundary fence of the 
Garden. Martha Crone’s daughter Janet donated Martha’s 
slide collection to the Friends and a sorting project was 
underway. The hood on the fireplace in the shelter was 
cleaned and polished. (3)

NOTE: The Natural Resource Development Grant application was submitted to the Metropolitan 
Council, but was turned down in favor of a grant to the Roberts Bird Sanctuary for work already in 

Deer in the Garden. Friends photo.
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progress there. However, in 1992 most of the project was accomplished with another grant and with 
funding help from the Friends when the new back gate project was initiated.

On May 20th, the Friends held their annual meeting at the Martha Crone Shelter. Elected to the Board 
of Directors for the coming year were: Geri Benavides (new), Betty Bryan, Betty Bridgman, Norm 
Busse, Elaine Christenson, Sallie Cole, Melvin Duoos, Ann Kessen, Connie Lavoie, Gloria Miller, Donna 
Sandstrom, Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, Kathryn Stennes (new) and Pat Thomesen. 
Ex-officio members were Cary George, Dan Hasty and Ken Avery.

Cary George reported that the wildflowers planted from Martha Crone’s Garden last year during the 
height of the drought were growing nicely - a tribute to native material. He stated that the Redbud tree 
(Cercis canadensis) had died and that there were 20% fewer ferns than in 1988. A Redbud had first been 
planted by Eloise Butler back in 1909. Martha Crone planted the tree in 1948, ’50, ’54 and ’56. As a result 
of the drought in 1988, he felt the Fern Glen had a 25% mortality rate with Maidenhair and Royal ferns 
the hardest hit.(5) Temperatures in the Spring were average but precipitation was less than normal.

The deer that had been in the Garden during the winter and spring had 
returned. (4) One that returned was a 3-legged doe who gave birth to a 
single fawn in the spring, both of which then remained in the Garden 
all summer. (5)

A new plan for an improved front entrance was in the works and Dan 
Hasty presented the plans and new signage for the Garden and new 
labels for plants. Construction could begin in late summer. It would be 
completed in 1990. A volunteer recognition function was held on June 
6th in the evening at the Martha Crone Shelter. Forty-seven volunteers 
were on the roster (5).

At the board meeting following the annual meeting, officers elected 
were: Ann Kessen President; Betty Bryan Vice-President, Joyce Smeby 
Secretary, and Melvin Duoos, Treasurer. (4) Betty Bridgman continued 
as editor of The Fringed Gentian™, Pat Thomesen as membership chair, 
Shirley Schultz as volunteer coordinator, Donna Sandstrom as historian 
and Elaine Christenson as memorial chair.

In The Fringed Gentian™, President Ann Kessen wrote about her 11 year old son’s experience in the 
Garden while she volunteered at the shelter. She wrote:

Can a person whose head is filled with batting averages and dinosaur names find enjoyment 
here for three and a half hours? I needn’t have worried. He has walked the paths three or four 
times today, map in hand, my binoculars hanging around his neck, feeling quite independent. 
He comes back and tells me of his sightings: A pair of mallards making their way through the 
bog, a female cardinal flying across the path, a nuthatch giving its “ank-ank” call. He does not 
remark on flowers he has seen; flowers are of little interest to him. Birds are another matter. 
Their movements excite his imagination in ways that the silent blossoms cannot.(6)

Another note of sadness regarding the Crone Family occurred on May 27th when Martha and Bill 
Crone’s only child, daughter Janet Prevey, was killed in a car accident in Canada, hit by drunk driver. 
Surviving her were two daughters Linda Prevey Wander and Judy Prevey. A son, David had died 

Above: Dan Hasty, Foreman 
of Horticulture for the Park 

Board. Shown here in 2005. 
Friends photo.
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previously in a car accident at age 17 on December 14, 1962. Martha had passed away earlier in the year 
on Feb, 5th.

Summer 1989 

Cary George reported that even though rainfall was below normal, the Garden was showing its 
“resiliency and venerability” by recovering from the drought of 1988. (7) He noted that losses during 
the summer included a number of Red Oaks that were under stress from the drought and died quickly 
- most probably attributable to the Chestnut Beetle.

His summer plantings included 15 two-foot Hemlocks (Tsuga canadensis) 
to provide for a second generation of growth in the Hemlock Grove and 
30 Red Maples (Acer rubrum) to replace part of the tree canopy lost to 
Oak Wilt and Dutch Elm Disease. In addition, Silver Buffaloberry 
(Shepherdia argentea), Gray Dogwood (Cornus racemosa), Winterberry (Ilex 
verticillata), Red Snowberry (Coralberry - Symphoricarpos orbiculatus), 
Black Cherry (Prunus pumila), Elderberry (Sambucus racemosa), 
Arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum) [species assumed as one of two 
possible], Quaking Aspen (Populus tremuloides) and Buttonbush 
(Cephalanthus occidentalis) were added. (7)

Rainfall was adequate and temperatures were fairly normal during the 
summer - quite different from the hot dry summer of 1988.

The Friends held a Board Meeting on July 20th at the Shelter in the 
Garden. Cary George reported that the two deer were still in the Garden 
but that a barbed wire extension was added to the top of the Garden 
fence and that seems to be working to keep others out. (8)

The review in May of the plans for the new front gate to the Garden resulted in requests for a more 
inviting entrance. These discussions would eventually lead to the design of the current Garden gate 
shown above. The Friends had been maintaining the display cases in the Crone Shelter as the 
Naturalists reported they had no supplies, so President Kessen brought a large variety of supplies to 
the shelter, but Friends members still had to do the updates. The Board voted to spend $100 for a drop-
down ladder to reach the Shelter attic and the Park Board Carpenters would install it in the fall.Martha 
Hellander was on the east coast doing research for her book on Eloise Butler.

Autumn 1989 

Martha Hellander returned from her Eloise Butler research trip to the East Coast and made the 
following report:

I had a heavily-scheduled itinerary of historical societies, people and places. I accomplished all 
my objectives and made contacts for correspondence. In Massachusetts I reviewed an entire 
(rare) set of the publication Wildflower, owned by the Arnold Arboretum library. I have found no 
evidence of any public wildflower garden in the United States founded prior to Eloise Butler’s. I 
believe it is the oldest. I have found records of Eloise’s attendance at summer and extension 
courses at Harvard University. In Lynn I found records of Eloise’s years in high school and her 
graduation.

Coralberry Symphoricarpos 
orbiculatus. Photo G D 

Bebeau.
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In Malden MA I met Mary and Frank Tribble, elderly 
neighbors of Eloise’s sister, Cora Butler Pease; and Frank 
Cushing, present owner of Cora’s house in Malden where 
Eloise spent winters after retiring from teaching science in 
Minneapolis High Schools.

In Maine: I spent five days in Appleton, where Eloise was 
born; and one day in Castine, where she went to Normal 
School. In Appleton I had the generous assistance of 
Theodore Brown, former lawyer and now local historian.

He has become interested in Eloise Butler and her family, 
who lived down the road from his own farm. He guided 
me to the farm where Eloise was born and spent the first 
eight years, with her grandparents’ place just across the 
road. The owners showed me through both houses, and 
the fields where Eloise roamed as a child. The “ledgy 
pasture” through which she walked on her way to school 
was filled with wild blueberries.
One evening, after I had spent the day searching deeds at 
the Knox County Recorder’s office, Mr. Brown stayed up 
until 2 A.M. studying the deeds. He determined that in 
1859 the Butlers had moved to a second farm, which we 
visited the next morning. In the door of the barn we 
found a board inscribed “O. R. Butler - 1863.” The present 
owners had never been able to decipher it.(9)

Cary George reported that the 
new plant labels he had been 
using this year were a hit 
with visitors and a number 
were stolen. He most often 
replaced “No Picking” and 
“Bastard Toadflax.” (9) Signs 
were 2" x 4" and of routed plastic laminate - weatherproof, 
impressive and unobtrusive. They maintained a Garden tradition 
that both common and scientific plant names would always be used. 
Cary also began using a new mulch on the Garden paths made from 
cedar shavings. Not only would it have a good aroma and provide a 
cushion for walking but would be less likely to float away in a rain.

The source was from the shaping of utility poles. When utilities 
ordered poles of a certain diameter, the bark was removed and then 
the wood was shaved down to the required size. Cary would get a 
large truckload of shavings to cover the Garden season.

Mary Maguire Lerman, the Park Board Coordinator of Horticulture Programs, reported to the Friends 
that the new Garden signage for the entrance drive, parking lot, front gate, back gate and front entrance 
would be done, most probably placed in the Spring. During the winter, the carpenters would finally 
replace the 4 bridges in the bog with new cedar bridges. The large bridge over the main water channel 

The house on the 2nd Butler farm in 
Appleton ME. Photo courtesy Martha 

Hellander.

Coast at Castine ME. where Eloise 
Butler attended Normal School. Photo 

courtesy Martha Hellander.

Cary George with the Garden 
sign files. Friends photo.

221



would have a railing and would replace an old dock that was made 
into a bridge and three small bridges without rails would replace 
concrete bridges over the other sections of the water channel. [Note: 
All four bridges were again replaced in 2015 with a boardwalk.]

Beginning in October the roof of the Crone Shelter was replaced. A 
large dead oak behind the shelter needed to be removed first and then 
others with overhanging branches would be trimmed. The carpenters 
also ordered the staircase ladder that the Friends funded. (9). The 
Garden Naturalists who worked during the season were Dawn 
Doering, Marcia Holmberg, Nancy Niggley, David Rafferty, Karen 
Schik and Stephanie Torbert.

The Naturalists provided a report in The Fringed Gentian™. (9) Fall 
programs continued through the month of October with the Garden 
closing on the last day of the month.

At the fall board meeting of the Friends on Oct. 21st, there was 
discussion about driving the remaining two deer from the Garden 
with a sweep in November. Volunteers were requested to help Cary 
George and the Park Board staff. (10)

The use of the bequest of $1,000 received from the estate of Marian Grimes in 1988 had been discussed 
for months and it was now decided that a birdbath for the upland Garden would be the most 
appropriate use. Board member Geri Benavides was going to put the plan together. A design committee 
was put together to rework the front gate design. (10) Cary George had expressed the thought - “I hope 
enough money can be found to add a wooden archway so that visitors may symbolically enter into the 
Garden.” (9) That too, would be accomplished in 1992.

September and October were very dry. The year would end with annual precipitation of less than 24 
inches, well below normal. In November a peat fire was started in the marsh when Cary and other 
workers were burning brush piles. It took a day of digging and then spraying with water to put it out.

Notes:
1. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 37 No. 1, March 1989
2. Minutes of Friends Board meeting January 21, 1989
3: Minutes of Friends Board meeting April 15, 1989
4: Minutes of Friends Board an Annual meeting May 20, 1989
5: The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 37 No. 4, September 1989 
6: The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 37 No. 2, April 1989
7: The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 37 No. 4, September 1989
8: Minutes of Friends Board meeting July 10, 1989
9: The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 37 No. 4, September 1989 
10: Minutes of Friends Board meeting October 21, 1989

Photo top of first page of 1989: The Marsh in April. Photo G D Bebeau

The seasonal stockpile of cedar 
shaving used to cover Garden 
paths, used for the first time in 

1989.Photo G D Bebeau

222



Y
tsa'o:r i: 

-t E i
=:;aii 

=E Y

E;.Eri 
=-.

"oo.= - iz=_ 
y) i.

= o; 
.-E': 

-=!!
E,qE r:i€ =.;E

d, 
F- 

.=: 
U

: 
a-O

--. to;52; 
io!i 

'4 9,,
E !?5"iEF s=!
I 

rEa3-*E 
:EE

s EEss5E 9" ;E,9n
:€Ea.-: ed ir;g:iEt g:i iEE

liEl;z Ei ErEiaz,,=;* lez

Ei=271*? i;'r lltiiiiE-i iilz i'EEI
:; ffii sEiE x,ltltrlxlEt:?r71i

iaalzztziiil;;iiEl*illiziZtz
lE' l1li' ii:€Er i ; ; ; Es E ; a i € € ;'
?;i #iEp i;ZiE peEEzi;*ceEJ!iE

::: 
LA:7,= \;i.qzii2 

,YF=2.
: ii 

=r;12 i=',:Ptr=Z Elit"2i
.:< 

Eevi; 
"*iiE='='t.i y:=27-i*

:,= i . 
.^9..! 

q.=9, ^=d." 
.==r.;i

;=- i 
:; 

i'-:; 
=t=-11aE 

.IilZ.-!
EA==>r 

c 
irt!oC

.::-:l 
=.c1=

: :: j_:1;E^ i=;l.riEZi ;i1iZ:
i i ii 

:aaZ=?
, 

:>:i 
==.-=:: 

=-: _ Zr-Z:? 
='!==Z=

EE_ :- ;:: 
72zi =2 i aii= tili 

c ==l=i
;; 

5^:-: irEl-;'; l.=l==ir3? *.'.==i
Z, : ii : i12i2 :i=ai1zi', Ei"i=i=

G
EN

TIAN
, M

AR
C

H
 ].989, PAG

E 6

!rr'
*t.9td'-dD

= ol-cnEoE'l-6oI-o- #,rlJ00ot(trEIfit!,oIE

oEoL-
oGF- +,L-(U= l\t,(tr
JL-o= o- rhlE'
zIIL.5

,*{
'\*1 

, a
'.I.lI)Et$it:iil.,!

€*

rd!ri!9I

R
-'. .i

$q..,4
a,E.oFa!
oo,@6)-oq)
lJ-pF

ooaraLG
'

- J+.,
at-

-oo

223



ELOISE BUfI,ER I'BNTITY

A audubon society Eield 6uide to Nolth }nerlcan Bllds

A Botaaical survev of the Black rllls of sD

Guid€ Lo NesEs in the unlted st.tes

a Field cuide to rhe Birds

A Eield Cuide !o Birds' lest & Nestlinos

n_!:c-19_sE!e_le !.c

a--E:9E-s$!c-i !-3!d!!4&c
A rield cuide to Tlees ard sh.qls

a-4e14-Scige-19 19!9!.9

!_!ie1@eE_-e!_!e
r G.lden ol qllilllo*ls _
r Guide to the spElnc F1@er5 0f l{iMesot!

PrinciDrl ordels ud Fdi1les o( IEects

^ 
Natu'al Histor of lnertc Bilds of Estern E ceDtla1

I9!!!--aE!is.e
ri9g!e!--eC!!e-l9 ElslgrE
advelture vltth a Eand Lens

AdvenlGes of a tt{ildt Plrnts toDa

,sellcan Iodla! lood and Lole 150 Autbetrlic Recj.peE

Allellcau $lldt1o!@s

rEellcan H11d11fe t Plets A Gulde to xltiulfe aood Irabits

In Itlustlated Flora o! the Noltheft u.s.. ceada. ! Blltlsh

An r11us. F10!a of tlre Nolthe.n g.s. anal ceda vol. 3

E@:--&elgses
lnlhal uorpholo@ ud Pheslo!@

.rohD 4u11, JotD Falrand Jr.

D!. irosef i. l{lnk1er

Altnu! c. xclntosh

Roger TolY Petelson

Roger lorY ?ete.son

Roger TorY Peterson

ceolge A, ?etrldes

Roger tory leterson

Pet.rsoD & l{c(eby

Eralx E. Iuu, 1921

Ec!!y, lr. ,\rt, 1945

Ro6.ra.h1 ald Buttels

?.!. Uetcau and C.l. !{etc.ll

Rlcndd Eeadstld, 19'76'

tloe ?!11!ips, 1933

calol]r Nletb.rc!
aalold N. llolaeDker 19{9

u!!t1o, zi!. Nelson

llitton I A!oa-2!il litttioD
vol. r, rr, 1rr, 1913

Eob€rt !ri111@ Loodr, 19OB

Pa.t tI J.R.l. D.vl3

224



Annual E16u.rlnq rIant5

Albols and trellises...Bree2*avs lences E Gates...s,Ell E1do. Reghard R. ,.!}1n5, Chatl.s Abbe

I,.c, corbetL, GoverMent Pllnrirg 1901

Audulon rand Blrd Guid.

Field Guide Eo N.. Ih. Eurterllies

N6- Ah. r{ushrooN

audubon socierv lield Gulde ro No. ah, Rept116. r aiphibil4s

Ee!g4l_-ue!hs
Blolird Exp.rlhents fo! chilaren Ethel saNuer, 1962

Bttd neidnbo!. Neltr€ Brnnchar

B1!ds aod tr..6.I Nollh Anelica (s?S color P:.ates) 3 vol@E R6x Btashe!

!I!& of North xE!lc.. a Golden Gqtde ch dle! s. Robbtns, Belt.l aruu, B€lbelt s. zh
!1!& rh.r |nst apd a!. Bunted t ltr. B1a8h6, 1393

D19EE9!_!_-8LE4 _ Ru.' Butlet! st.vs. 1925

!9!3!:9e j_-!19!9:!@&!ra v.^. Poulsen' sE c6s1Do t co. 133.

&tdieI S@1es _ col1&!ed 1317 Dr. G€qqe s' GilEs

c9!ery_l9r_-gg4c!eEE E.r.ld x1111e R.t.kett

8!1tto! e alorn rllustr.ted Etor. {1952) vo1. t.Ir'Ilr a.n4'fl' G1elton

!utt€!f11e3 .nd raotls - Golde crid. Rob.rt 1. l.Ltchell I Sellalt S. Zb

CotrNn cattlv.ted Pl,ant. E n.rd uaiv.!t1iY, 1356

@ t'lu1.t sEet

colmon lrildf 1o*r5 of r,rlnnesora llo .tual r o!,nbey

p99t_s!e!ggg-!is!&!ga tt * E ndlrDa1l

B!d-s--e!-$s--u!i!cg-sg!E9 R.v. llecls tolle Bethl€he Pa, !ro!.vie P!b1.18a{

', D..tB.!iv. .nd uBeful Insecls l.t..lf & Eflot, 191,

Bb.!h4t.s lcon@tc EltqElo@ xobL !t. Eb.!ia!t 1493

&!!_!f!dgf lm. c. & Batb.!. G. Bllloetl!, l93l

r.rns of M.5ora noth rlion

225



aisles, a Golden Narure suide Berbelt s. zir ph.D., Hulst g. shoenake. ph.D.

Flola of ttle British lrest rndian lslands A.1r'r. Glisebacb. 136{

N.F. Petelsen, 1912

F16ra oI North pakota. 6th ale.nlal Report of llD so!1 & Belbelt a. sard (1912)

Rock/ uol.Lains & adiacenE Plains

tlower cuide - rtowers East of the R@kies

llowerinq PIanEs and ferns oI connecticut (1910) Bu11 No' 1{

E9r9E!--E!!.9E919.sa

Fresh water Alqae ol tne u.lled states

se!ge!lt9serEi!--9s19:
q34e4-E1s!eE:!-!919!

Gddenlno, a corDlete cuide to Gdden_leEllg

c-1de! euide to Bhds o! No. !{Ie!l.a
c-1den cuide to tlees o! No. rrErica

Glass. t1le gea*ook ol aq!1cultue 1943

Grasslands. b Audubon s@Ietw Natue 6u1de

Grdino and Propaqatlnq trlld Al*!s

9!s{t!s-.E9sU3!g-4B4e
Eud!6ok of Blrds 6f EasEeEn orth rerica

!.a. RYdlerq, 1922

chest€! A. Reed 1915 (Doubleday)

cI Botanical society, srate G€o.Na, tllstoly
sauel Alexanile! G.ahd

Rev. Flancis i{olte 1337 Vo1. I, II
G.r. sEvens, 1934

Daiel ,r. Foler. 1945

lGntague F!ee, I94?

B!el@e/ erllee6
B!@I..&/ue!!11,ee.

lr.S. DeP t@trt of rglicultEo
lace. 3!o@, 193t

Ealry R. ?hl11ips, 1935

clalelce & Eleaor G. Bildseye, Dove! !!e6E

Flaik r'1. ch4edr 1921

B!@hlyn lotdlc Galden-P1&ts r Galdec vol.16 No.3aandb@k o! Blolooical cotrllol of ?1dt Pe6ts

Eaibar Tradtttors - Meaicinal ?lants h are!. Irdto dfe !:!!i€ ravasck

E@ to rdentilv Planrs

go{ to xn@ the Fall @els

Esa-!s-!!q!-l!e--]!e9!!g
E@ to xlw th€ rrlldf l@rs
E@ to ?hotodraph rleers. 91eta a!!d iddscaes

s.D. sa.lingtonr 1.r. D!r!e11

uable .raque. cuthbert, 1948

R.ll. Pobl, 1953

:

!

226



Itdian Usc. of rl.tlv. Pla.ts
.rohn ilch&rtsor, 8.1t. cald{.Ll co. 1923
Editt v.n ler t(ulthy

ctyd. lt. ctEisraM.n

nary D.EutY Luon, 1952

Ilvid S. Cobb, 1924

.roh! . Coulter, 1aa5

leo !..qu.!eu, Itr@ P. J6.. 133{

charI.. Straqu6 sut€nt

chaI.. ir. cneb.rl.b
l'h.odor. xtltn 1945

Barb.la cotain .rd r.. Pt.r!m11er, 1988

trtltj,& R. rdl.t, !tue Fuu.r
E.t{. !r.qe, Ph.D.

conx.y aclriltr!, 1899

cosr.ll t{.ciltLls 16tl
tlrtle !l@B o! !!1. c14rt., llo6.!d.!1, hrttart
rrDtvclrlty of |tla!..ora 19L!

C14trt., Lae.d.l[ I Butt r., 1912

J. tulchtM, r,.Itc& E€b 1913

Dag!.y t.rde Lld, 1957

gelElEi-$cll4lE
g9E--s!E9!--!cdq9!- jilglEelll
ievs to lhe c.ren aleshv FuqI
Ledsqae tith shlub.

l,i.hens of MinneapollE

itaiue: A state o! Ruddedres.

fianul 0f rhe Bot.lv of th. R@le lloutlln Relion

uanuaL ol the uo.re3 of Nolth lheri.a
lianG! o! tne I!€.r o! Nolth rmlic!
lGet w Prehlrtrirt
llethod. ln llaEt Hi..lolod
I,tIIe.E!L. Pel sv.t6
iirest. lLae (lt10l vo1. I
lllde.ot.r. Enqapd.lca ?10!. .nd Faa.

!@e!9!!-&ESE!_!E - rxt.uton Bul!' tln (uofi) 1163

lriE€sotr ?Iat D1!.&es - !6t&ical s.rl.s v
*""."*. ,4.* ,*
hime.ot. !1&t !l!6 - Rerlolt o! trre slll%y Bot&lcrl, s€!16. 1II
liil@3ot. !t&t stulIea v
IriMesot. Plet sludles - GuI.L I - sqrlno E1d€!.

triMetora Pldt stultles - ttushlooc l1t10l vol. W

l4re.ota tler .nal sblubg

!9re--E!q9!-El4-Eler9!E
nount.In Elder! o! sc.n<ll vi.a

rountsiM xirhout E ndlalrt

227



Es!!eg!g Georse rrancis Atklnson, 1901

lllshroons (*/120 colou! .lates fiom wate!..tous) Allelt Pllat
ltushloons of No.tn Anerica or$n K. nille!. ir!.
!tushloons E Toadstools H.T. Giissd & tr.s. odell, 1927

!{.(arer uc(enoY 1929

National ceoqraphic Field cuide to Birds of No. anerica

Natural pves a.d llome Dvei.q Rita ir. }dlosko

Natuial listorv of l,ild shr!5s & vin€s Donald stokes

Natula1lsr's cuide to lhe afre!1cans victo. E. shelford, 1926

!.a!!as_Ee!!9 Dietlich lanse

!e!9.9@l-E_!!l4l-L9!e!_sC!1e taEence Nercorb

&!-.I9E!--E9!e49et-.qBr!!eELL19.S1 Descllltlve Eru1de to tbe sroud!,b1dss, ! collectloE
xolthIad taild Plorerg, I\ euide for thc ldm.6ot. aedton Joln B. lloY}€, EEIIn ta. i{olle

olchlds - l c-Iden Natce Gulde si{ttlsrthr zle alit D1lloa

@L-!e!!r9_-t9!!g l,uclcn l{. u!de!r6oa, 1861

our 1il11d oichlds I.!ar* uorliE & adwad A. E4esr 192t

Ploree! codfolts and xltcben RaedleE F.!!e shellon

Ploneellnq ,ltn rlldflders s€Eto! c€olge D. ,\ik€n

Ele!!_!!4iMcE!_E99_19_-IE9!_3 'r.8. Jaques

Planr Producrion, uspA office of E @lirelt stat10n3 8u1I.185 Dick J. closby

PlantE of soutb pakora crasslsds, A Phor@laphlc studv J@6 R, Johnson, J@s t. Nlchols

Pods-wlldtlouers and Heeds in Their ?lnat B€auW J@ BlD.rtsou

lggc talllld c!11e. BlYlnt

?oisonous ?lants oi the !.S. & Carada Jotm Rlngsbury 1954

Postetsia - The Year!@k of che IilMesota seelae statloo uE.5 o! llalhe algae ir Japa llhe P!o.ee! !!e.5 1901

llalrie plher std xj.cbolEr LyD! EBtlne

Pr@eedlnqs of the lrlmesot! laldew o! scl.lce vo1. w, Bul1,1II (1106-1910)

228



P.oqa.ation of Plants

Readerrs pidest r4adic & r,redicln€ of Ptanrs

Roadside Plants and Flde!
RockY Mountain Hildfloeers

Seventh Annual Re!.rt of the Enroholoqist of the state

splind Elora .f l4i..es6!a

state Board of Forest.w (Indiana)

slokes Nature Guiite to Bird Behavior

slokes N.Lure Gulde ro Bird Behavior rr
stokes Natule GuId€ to Observinq lp.e.t Lives

stokes t{atue Gulde to lrildfl*erg
Tobac.o, Peace ?1res ald tndlaus

TaEs oa Blld Sonqs

Tdina rhe flud!.ds
T*onoN of t1@erinq llants
Teachlpd In the Outd@rs

texas $llitllsers
the Aq&icacea of l,Iichiqd

l,l.G. Rails, L.U. r,l.Questen

ariatr s. Fisa11, 1935

t{.1. tab.ence r co, !!bt.-Real Floeels & tt.hings

chas, c. Dee 1912

ioq€! tort ?etelsoa

Eelbelt D!!a!d, G.P. ?utldts sor 1923

DoEld M1l1Iu BaJreM 1973

E1le! D, Schulrz, 1923

c,a. rauffM vol. I
the rqaricacea of tttchiqar (u1cb. ceo. I Blologica]. swy) c.E. (auff,E lvol.ll 1913

Delel slot€ I co. 1379 (p.e56eil pldts)

@ {1e!1!q r ohstead

Ee--E:!u!-s9Es
lhe B1!d Poec

rhe Birds of Mln.esota

rbe Bllats ol niuesora ad xeldhborloq sra!* (19s5)

$te Blue Bek ot Blrds ol rrellca
the Book ol 8e!b l,ore

iobelr sickErt, B.r- !.dge t co. 19oa

ttlles l. Davls. 1915

?h@s s. Robelts, vol. I, It

Frair c. asnh@L 11931)

laily Ro3allnd xolthcot.

229



lrhe Book of P6letrpi.1B

the Bot ical Co1loctolrs tlartrtbook

flr. E61ut10n o! P1&r.

tlte Eerns .nd E.rn lllles of Mim..or.

.. the Eerps and F.rn Allies ol wiscoMla

lhe Flrst Eook o! Bllile lno datel
' tie Garde.er,! Buq Book

the cardener'E Eern BooL

lh€ sa.dbook oa f1@.r!nd llalts .nd F.rn!

lbe rr1ustr.r.il EncE1oledla of relke trild F1rcr5
lh. l@ of 1anM.r Hlll
Ih. I@n Eook

' fh. I'la61l1e td1dflo*€! l@k

Ufrea c 1Bou6., 1913

latur.Iisttr t nih. s.!ies, Geo.qe A, B.t 3 co.l3al
DosqlG E@ghtoE CePb€U, 1902

iolla X. 1Y.on, J!., 195,t

rryon,aassctr,DurloE,Dj.eme!, utriv. of 91lc. 19{0

ollve Thorn. MlIl€!
cyntbia re.tcott
E. c-liloD iost.r
BobirsoD I F.!E1it, 1,907

EtrEl {iEL1.' Lu!!e
!{a!:e rDdt4! Cq@ , 1933

I'hoEs Ho11.ta, ColiBe l. IkJcr
' CIu€Ee J. lylrrd.!

olsn x- nil,L!, ,r.
,ohn aere cdtel.l!!! rorsfold cdt .f 1917

co'ey tr. tLle 1492

ltexaltde! E. Sdth
E. cbdles LAs 1967

lt ill@1. o! Xlleaot!
lt ualcl oa rh. studv of IDsr. 15th !.tltl'o
t!. rl.t** . ol th. llll@sotr v.114
ttt Gh.om Bat.r! 8leld Guiile

tb. NarE!1, Bl.top 6ulde

lt Nef Decalo@. o! sclence lli.rt Ealr.lat xt99e
!h. otsercr'. D6rr ol B1!d Eqc c. Bre, Fr.d.ltct L.fu a co. 1955

1!. donr B6h ot rrlklJld€ls B.E. tllchol.or s. rt!,, L. GEelEry

llr€ ortrr@tela o! lllE€&ta (E drt l otto LuqqE!

, &9_!Eai!&_9!S19g ir. i.b.!t sdtn a !..t!i.e s6ith
... E!_!!31I1e_!9I!! David coste11o, 1959

,_ !h. Ret B@k xo@ Pb11Llt , 1961

!h. soE of rb. c.!di[.]
!t lre E@k

, G.@ Strattd llor!.!

; Jutr! B. ror.!.

:

230



lhe v€oetation of His.onsin

the xildfl@er te.d@ B@k

the xorlil in Your Garden

lhe rorld of Plant rife
ttees e Ilee Pl,altild
U31nd l{ild & {aYside Plant3

v.der.ble uo.pholofl .nd Pnwsiol(d
vlo1.ts ol North Ahellca
gan'(otr-f.h

Iaura c. I{a.tin, 1945

xendell a. c4D!, viclor R. !o.@11, John E. iragnes3

clareuc. J- aYlande!, 1915

!a!ke! o. Anderson, {ebb P!b. t9l6

J.R. Ain$lth Davls 8.A., 1693

rz!. B!.i!e!il 1921

John Jo.eph Mathers, 1932

tl.te!. Pi6v and Gee Bllds of xoEth rr6ti.a Natlon.l Ge@laDhlc Al€xadlr r€trc!.

xrvslde Flowels and Feins (w/c61or.d plate. f!ft ollq1u1 ,rtell A.B, seF€r,, dr.ei!g. by !34c splag@

Ll1dll.@r Gulde-Nortlieast€ln .nd !,ridlbd unlt.d st.tes Edlu t. ib.rrt, Ph.D.

!ec!!-f!-lli!!9!
t he!. ro tind Bilas b nlfiesota
talld AnlMls of lrorth tEellcn

Tt1<ltld6rg ln Yor Bous€

$llilflomls o! Ad€!!.. (aoo lu1l colo! patntl!96,

Tlldf1d.ls of colorldo

Linith l.ollLsoo E Jee9ltln€ Dara! 8e!,

talld!1oEls .nd low to crd t'!6
tallalflorels last of the Reki.3
tLld!1@!6 ot a1.6](a

Il1.U1orcts o! th. lloltheln stater ail coada

vrI1d!1ow.rs to r$@ t cloe

tlltd Planrs Eo Ea.t - orkb@k 11

,1liM(ers
,lld!rd.!s .nd raced3

I Tildfld6rE and ll.edB

Bd{ln E. St.ffel, Grdr hrb. 1951

ch..te! r- R.€d, B.5.. torceatd, r{a!. 1910

chllsthe $.Ue!, 196r

arthu crail aulck

r.ct a xilta DatrrLL

E@th courtn€y, J4r E. zi@!!.!
Eooth coutney E J4. a. zi:@!!&
\ro.ephile von nltlo., 1963

231



of rhe Nolthern P1aj,M ! Black EILLq

{lIdlv successlul Planes

Yearb.ok of Aollcu1ture

Theodore van Brggen, I9a3

la€elce J. cr@lett
uilton s. Elsenh@er. 1911

:

232



11 a

I
I

1

IIATURAL RE9OURCE DEVELOPMEHT

PROJECT PROPOSAL
ELOISE BUTLBR WILDFLOWER GAEDEil

PEASB I

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
310 Fourth Avenue South

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55415

March, f989

233



I. Int roduetion

NATURAL RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Location:

Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden & Bird Sanctuary is located in the City cl
Minneapolis, in Theodore Wirth Park, south of Glenwood Avenue and east of Theodore
Wirth Parkway (See Attachment A). The Master Plan for Theodore Wirth was apprcve,-J
and adopted in 19 80..

Physieal Character/Baekground

The Sanctuary is approximately 13.8 acres in size and is characterized by steeply
wooded slopes surrounding a low wetland located in roughly the center of the gardel.
The east side of the garden is less wooded and the topography is gently rolling. The
garden eontains four distinct habitat areas; the Woodland; the Bog and Swamp; the
Upland Oak Woods; and the Prairie. AIl of these varied and unique ecosystems are
linked via a trail system which forms a double loop and is a little over two-thirds of a
mile long.

Established in 1907, by the Board of Park Commissioners at the urging of iocal
botany teachers, the garden is a haven for. native wildflowers. Miss Eloise Butler wrs
the garden's first curator and worked diligently towards the protection of threatened
native wildflowers for over 20 years. Her sirccessor, Mrs. Martha Crone, was responsible
for generating public interest in the garden and maintaining the garden collection until
the early 1950rs. In 1952, The Friends of the Wildflower Garden, Inc. was established as
a non-profit support group to aid in the gardenrs development and preservation of the
plant collections. The Friends continue to provide both financial and program support
for the garden. The Horticulture Division of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
provides curator and maintenance services.

The general landscape type is comparable to that of a cirque and is unique to
the urban area. The spring fed, low pH water within the bog area, nestled within the
wooded slopes, has created an opportunity for plant communities urrique to ihe so':thern
portion of Minnesota.

For instance, immediately adjoining the wetland is a mature grouping of Canadian
Hemlocks (Tsuga canadensis) one of a very few stands of hemloeks south of Lake Mille
Lacs. Some of these hemloeks are located within the local Audubon chapterts fenced
bird feeding station and are not included within the existing boundaries of the sanctuary.
Herbaceous plants within the gardenrs t'walls'r are the Showy Ladyslipper (Cypripedium
reginae), Minnesotars state flower, and the Pitcher plant (Sarracenia Pucpurea), an
unusual native carnivorous herb which traps and digests insects within its leaves. Also
adjacent to the bogrs edge is the Minnesota Trout Lily (Erythronium propullans), an
endangered species as determined in 1986 by the U.S. Department of the Interior.

Page One
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Many of these plants ean onl) 'j:. r,lund in the wet forests of Minnesotars Arrowhead
region and thus, the qsp6sn r-,i,ers:unique opportunity for urbanites to experience the
North Woods within the Metio rr':ii.

Plants that were once ?nd€mic to the garden, aeeording to a 1951 plant census
but have since disappeared include: the Round-Ieaved Sundew (Drosera rotundifolia) also
an insectivorous herb; the Ta]l Leafy Green Bog.Orehid (Habenaria hyPerborea) and the
American Lotus (Nelumbo pentapetula). Their disappearance e&n be attributed to a
number of different factors including: the invasion of more aggressive plants (such as
glossy buckthorn, loosestrife and reed canary grass); eutrophication and stagnation of
the water area; and natural succession.

The smallness of the pooi and the present method of water discharge also makes
the monitoring and maintenance of the wetland plant community difficult. The existing
wet area is less than an eighth cf an aere in size and is long and narrow in charscter.
Inrasive plants quickly can tak€ over if not kept in check. The wetland is usually fed by
a combination ol grounq watei' ,nfiow and overland flow br"rt in periods of drought is
artifieally augmented. The waier diseharge area on the north end of the pool, consists
of an 8i culvert which runs underneath a bituminous walk and spills into a ravine. The
run off ultimately reaehes Wirth Lake located north of Glenwood Avenue. The walk
forms the northern bouridary of the pool and is separated from the garden by a ehain
link fence. (See Photos: Attachment B).

The purpose of the project is to preserve and restote the wetland habitat through
the removal of the invesive shrubs and aquatic nuisance vegetation, enlargement of the
open water area through dredging, and the reconfiguration of the outfall structure and
northern boundary fenceline io improve the areas drainage and aesthetics and offer
further protection to the stand of hemlocks not currently within the gardenrs perimeter.
(See Attachment C).

Furthermore, plants that have disappeared from the gardenrs ecosystem wiU be
reintroduced in what will surely be a more favorable environment. Plants to be

reintroduced will include those listed on attaehment D. Plants to be introduced and
are appropriate to include in the wetland habitat are: Goldthread (Coptis groenlandica)
and Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis).

COST SCEBDULB

1. Planning & Design
(Survey, specilieations)

2. Permits - Mobilization
3. Dredging
4. Culvert/Spillway
5. Walk/Bridge
6. Fencing
7. Shrub-Vegetation Removal
8. Planting

Planning & Design
Construction

PEOJBCT SCSEDULB

4,600.00

1,500.00
10,500.00
8,500.00
6,000.00
3,00 0.00
3,500.00
5,000.00

$42,600.00

1.
2.

FalI, 1988
Winter, 1989
Spring, 1990

Spring, 1990

Page Two

3. Planting
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EXISTING FENCE/WALK
(1'O BE RELOCATED)

CULVERT

{'ro BE REMOVED

,f,I'{D BEPLACED)

7. AUDUBON FEEOEB

/ (ro BE tNcoRPoRATED tNTo GARDEN)

I

'' V -.r/' : ..... - - - "':,:-.-:..<

MLOCK GROVE

a Station posts
- (for guidebook)

- Benches

- 
Carden path

Llll]lLflr Steps
*- Chain link fence

PROPOSED WORK
THE ELOISE BUTLER

i^,/ILDFLOWER CARDEN
AND BIRD SANCTUARY

Total lengh of garden path: 2/3 mile

€ Open water

Lil
ffi
ffi

- 
Stream

Elevationi in fect

îl

Swamp

Woods

Upland/prairie
(Eras5es'- and forbs)

o 10(r I00 loo
-,,j

ATTACHMENT C
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PLANTS TO BE RE-INTRODUCED TO TIIE
NORTEWOODS BOG & SIIRRO1JNDING

IIEIIIPCK SIOPE

Fami Iv :

L].ry3

orchid:

Water LiIy:

Heath!

Clubmoss:

Primrose:

Gentian:

Scientific Name :

CLintonia borealis

Maianthemum canadense

Cypripedium acaule

Cyiripedium calceolus var.
parvi f Iorum

Habenaria dilatata
Habenaria hyperborea

Habenaria lacera

Arethusa bulbosa

calopogon pulchellus

Calypso bulbosa

Ne lumbo pentapetala

Nymphaea tuberosa

Andromeda glaucophylla

Arctostaphylos Uva-ursl

Chamaedaphne calyculata

swamp Laurel

Ledu$ groenlandicum

Vaccinium vitis-Idaea
Gaultheria procumbens

Lycopodium complanatum

Lycopodium obscurum

Trientalis borealis

Menyanthes trifoliata

Comrnon Nane:

Bluebead Lily
wild Lily-of -the-Va1Iey

Stem-Iess Lady-slipper

Small Yellow
Lady- S lipper

TaIl l,thite Orchid

teafy Northern creen Orehid.

Ragged-fringed Orchid

Dragonr s llouth

crass Pink

callT)so

Amer. Lotus

White water Lily
Bog Rosenar!'

Bearberry

Leather-leaf "
Ka1nia polifolia
Labrador Tea

Iilountain Clanbelry

Wintergreen

Ground Cedar

Ground Pine

Star-f lower

Buckbean, Bogbean
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Plants to be i.ntroducted to
the Northr,roods
Page 2

. :' !

Familv: Sclentific Namei comnon Name:

Shinleaf: Pyrola asarifolla Pink-flowered Pyrola

Moneses uniflora One-flowered Pyrola

Pj.tcher Plant: Salracenia purpurea Pitcher Plant

Sundew: Drosera rotund,ifou.|i Round-leaved sundew

Birch: Betula pumila Bog Birch
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1990 

Winter 1989/1990 

This is the fourth year with Gardener Cary George in charge of the Garden. A sweep of the Garden in 
November 1989 turned up no deer and Cary found no evidence of deer having been in the Garden 
during the winter months which was good news after the past few years.

He also reported that work would be done along the steep trail at 
the back of the Garden leading to the upland prairie. This is the 
only trail in the Garden where one experiences the total elevation 
change from the woodland to the upland prairie. The trail dates 
to the mid 1970s and had an undesirable understory of 
buckthorn, raspberry, boxelder and poison Ivy. The clearings 
would be burned and some wildflowers could be planted.  
Switchbacks would be added in 1997. In 2005, the Ken Avery 
Birding Terrace would be created along this trail. The fox 

population in the Garden 
appeared to be high based on 
tracks and rabbit kills.

During the winter months 
the Park Board carpenters 
put in a new bridge with 
handrails over the main 
water channel, replacing an 
old wooden dock that had 
been used and also replaced 
the three cement bridges over the smaller water channels with new 
cedar ones. [Photo next page]
The Friends were working during the winter on securing a large 
boulder that could be carved into a bird bath for placement on the 
upland prairie. The committee of three (Kathryn Stennes, Geri 
Benavides and Connie Bartz-Lavoie) found a 1,200 pound specimen 
at Gray Cloud Island in Washington County at the J. L. Shiely Stone 
works. They donated the boulder and then it was moved to West 
Lake Landscape in Eden Prairie where Jon Roe was to carve out 
the bird bath. It was to be ready for the Garden in April. A $1,000 

Gardener Cary George. Friends 
photo.

The back trail, shown here after a 
renovation in 1997, when the 

switchbacks were put in.. Photo G 
D Bebeau
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bequest received from the Dr. Marian Grimes Estate in 1988 was 
applied to the cost. [Full story follows this text.]

Twin Cities Magazine City Pages nominated the Eloise Butler 
Wildflower Garden as the best garden in the Twin Cities because 
“it displays a subtle, more naturalistic beauty that teaches the 
mind and informs the sensibility.”

Park Board Coordinator of Horticulture Programs Mary Maguire 
Lerman reported that the Garden would enter the computer age 
this spring when one of the computers donated by Walker Art 
Center to the Park Board was scheduled to be placed in the 
Shelter so that staff could keep plant list information.

Most of these details were reported in the March 1990 issue of the 
Friends’ newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™. (Vol. 38 #1) The 
newsletter would get a new look and new editor with the next 
issue as this was Betty Bridgman’s last issue as editor.

The winter of 1989/1990 was very mild with January and February temperatures well above average. 
Snowfall was only slightly below average but because of the warm temps the ground was frequently 
without snow cover.

Spring 1990 

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held their annual meeting on a rainy and cold Saturday, May 
19th, at the Martha Crone Shelter in the Garden. Directors elected were: Geri Benavides, Harriet 

The new prairie birdbath. Photo G D 
Bebeau

Below: The new bridge over the water channel in the wetland. Mpls. Tribune photo.
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Betzold (new), Betty Bryan, Elaine Christenson, Sallie Cole, Mel Duoos, Ann Kessen, Connie Bartz- 
Lavoie, Gloria Miller, Donna Sandstrom, Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, Kathryn Stennes, Pat Thomesen.

Re-elected to their offices at the Board of Directors meeting were: Ann Kessen President, Betty Bryan 
Vice-President, Joyce Smeby Secretary, and Melvin Duoos Treasurer. Pat Thomesen continued as 
membership chair, Elaine Christenson as memorials chair, Shirley Schultz as Volunteer coordinator.
Betty Bridgman retired from the board and retired as editor of The Fringed Gentian™ after seven years 
and Kathy Stennis would become editor.

There were five Garden Naturalists during the 1990 season - Marcia Holmberg, Nancy Niggley, Dawn 
Doering, Stephanie Torbert and Karen Shick. Nancy recapped the season this far at the meeting. 
Foreman of Horticulture for the Park Board, Dan Hasty, was present and reviewed the new signage for 
the Garden Entrance and the Parkway entrance. It would be in place by June 1st.

Martha Hellander was present to review progress on her 
biography of Eloise Butler. She hoped to finish the text this year.

When former Garden Curator Martha Crone passed away in 
1989 her daughter Janet gave her slide collection to the Friends 
via Martha Hellander. For the past year Elaine Christenson had 
been sorting through them, setting aside Martha’s 
Kodachromes of the Garden and plants. The Friends planned to 
use them at group meetings to introduce people to the Garden. 
[Note: These were kept by the Friends for a number of years 
and eventually were deposited with in the Martha Crone 
Collection at the Minnesota Historical Society.]

Cary George made a presentation about the Garden. The deer 
problem of past seasons had not resurfaced, vandalism was 
down, but some recent immigrants to the area were entering 
the Garden and collecting certain plants - an issue that would 
continue into the first 
decade of the new century. 
He brought in a specimen of 
Garlic Mustard [which at 

that time was just coming on people’s radar as a very invasive 
plant] and noted that he found a grouping of 27 Kitten Tails (Besseya 
bullii) in a part of Wirth Park. A portion of these were transplanted 
to the Garden. These are an endangered plant known from only a 
few sites in 11 Minnesota counties. The DNR was notified of the 
location. His talk was interrupted by two Scarlet Tanagers that 
appeared at the Shelter window.

President Kessen reviewed plans for the new front entrance to the 
Garden that the Friends were funding. The stonework would be 
completed this year and there were plans for a wooden arbor that 
would not be completed for several more years. Membership dues 
were also discussed, in particular the $5 basic membership. The cost 
of the newsletter exceeded the dues amount. This issue would 
resurface in later years once again, as it had in years past.

Kitten Tails (Besseya bullii) Cary 
George found some in Wirth Park. 

Photo ©Chris Noll, Wisconsin 
Flora.

The Garden front gate as it looked in 
1992 before the inscription was 

added. Stonework was done in 1990. 
Photo G D Bebeau
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All this information was relayed to the Friends’ members in the June edition of The Fringed Gentian™ 
(Vol. 38 #2) which took on a new editor in the form of Kathy Stennis who redesigned the look of it, 
which design would be used until the spring of 2008, and she also had it printed on recycled paper for 
the first time.

Cary George reported that the Yellow Lady’s-slipper [Cypripedium 
parviflorum var. pubescens] bloomed on May 24 for the first time in 3 
years, and the Stemless Lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium acaule) was 
growing vegetatively but without bloom. The Stemless was a favorite 
of Eloise Butler, Martha Crone and Ken Avery, all of whom planted 
them a number of times, but they always die out. Cary had planted the 
current group in 1989 and as they are not indigenous to the Garden 
(but they are to Wirth Park), they have never been replanted.

Summer 1990 

The grand niece of Eloise Butler, Ms. Eloise Butler, visited the Garden 
from California in June in the company of Martha Hellander who is 
writing the biography of the first curator. (The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 38 
#2)

Final design work on the new front gate by Park Board landscape 
architect Sandy Welsh was approved by the Friends. [photo on previous page] Three basic designs had 
been presented to the Friends and the chosen one was then modified in a fourth version for approval. 
Work would begin in September. The old metal gate from 1975, still in good form, would be retained 
and re-set into the new stonework. The Friend’s funding for the entrance, totaling $9,680 was made 
possible by a large gift to the Friends from the Hamlin Trust.

The Friends had discussed (at the Annual Meeting) replacing the 
flagstones that provided the solid surface of the patio area in front 
of the Martha Crone Shelter with concrete and had secured Park 
Board approval but the replacement was never done. 

In the Friends’ newsletter, Cary George reported that on July 8th 
70 mph straight-line winds knocked down five 100 year old red 
oaks and two mature green ash in the Garden. The Garden in 1990 
contained 63 species of trees with the 100-year old oaks being 
from the previous forest generation and the newer generation 
composed of 20 to 40-year trees. He reviewed the Minneapolis 
Heritage Tree Program and the six heritage trees located within 
the Garden: the Pin Cherry, Mountain Maple, Siberian Crabapple, 
White Oak, Canadian Hemlock and a Black Cherry. [The White 
Oak would be brought down be another storm years later] (Vol 
38# 3)

Cary would also make a very astute observation with this 
paragraph:

Dutch elm disease took virtually all the American elms in 
the mid-70’s. Oak wilt has become the major threat in the 90’s. A mysterious disease called “Ash 

Stemless Lady's-slipper or 
Moccasin Flower (Cypripedium 
acaule). Photo ©G D Bebeau.

Cary George with the Minneapolis 
Heritage Black Cherry tree in the 

Garden. Friends photo.
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Decline” had killed many of the green ash planted in the 70’s. 
Critics would say we learned nothing from the monoculture 
planting of elms in the 1920’s, as green ash have been over-
planted and form a large percentage of trees planted on public 
land and in streetscapes. [And that was before most people 
ever heard of the Emerald Ash Borer.]

The summer was very wet, especially June with numerous rainfalls 
over one inch. Temperature was normal so there were plenty of 
mosquitoes, lush foliage, many mushrooms and many dragonflies.

Autumn 1990 

Martha Hellander, writing the biography of Eloise Butler, gave a well-
attended talk at the Garden on Sept. 30th about the pre-garden years 
of Eloise Butler’s life. Martha also received a second grant from 
Minnesota Historical Society to continue her work. The Friends also 
provided $3,400 during the year.

In the Friends’ newsletter, (Vol. 38 No. 4) Cary George reviewed the status 
of the natural springs in the area of the Garden. All the springs in the 
Garden had dried up in previous years but the Great Medicine Spring just 
outside the Garden continued to flow until recent years. Beginning in 1987 
the flow was minimal. He thought a hand pump could be installed but that 
the sense of community spirit of slowly filling jugs would be lost. The de-
watering of the groundwater for the construction of I-394, nearby, has 
always been looked at as a partial reason for the decline. [Note: In 1998-99 
The Friends would under take reviving the spring]

The Friends decided to increase the basic membership fee from $5 to $10, 
add a $15 family rate, but retain a $7 limited income membership. Work 
began on a revision of the Friends’ Bylaws. (Vol. 38 #4) Fall bird migration 
had a few interesting species - Cooper’s Hawk, a merlin and a Swainson’s 
Thrush. Precipitation in the fall was very light, and the first hard frost was 
not until October 18. The garden closed on Oct. 31st. The volunteer staff for 
the season numbered 49.

Photo top of first page of 1990: The Upland Garden viewed from the east in October. Photo ©G D 
Bebeau

Cary George with the 
Minneapolis Heritage White Oak 
tree in the Garden.Friends photo

Martha Hellander’s book 
-  The Wild Gardener
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A Birdbath in the Prairie 

In 1990 the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden acquired a granite boulder for purposes of creating a 
stone birdbath to be placed on the central hill of the Upland Garden in the Eloise Butler Wildflower 
Garden. The cost of the project was paid for with funds received from a bequest of Dr. Marian Grimes, 
a long time member of the Friends who served on the Board of Directors and was volunteer 
coordinator for the Martha Crone Shelter from 1971 
through 1980.

The committee of volunteers recruited for this project 
were Kathryn Stennes (also the editor of The Fringed 
Gentian), Geri Benavides and Connie -Bartz-Lavoie.  
They traipsed around the state in the winter weather 
looking at boulders and like many things we look at, 
they eventually settled on the first one they viewed, 
which was a 1,200 lb. model.

The chosen one was found at Gray Cloud Island in 
Washington County and was donated to the Friends 
by Tim Duncan of J. L. Shiely Stone which had 
operations on the Island.

Next the bird bath had to be carved into the stone so it was 
moved to West Lake Landscape in Eden Prairie so that stone 
carver Jon Roe could create the bird bath. Next, it was 
desired to have the date incised on the stone, so another 
move was made to Drake Marble in St. Paul where sculptor 
Henry Valiukas carved the date “1990” into the side of the 
stone.

Finally on April 5th, the boulder entered the Garden via the 
Prairie gate. By using three pieces of plywood as bases and 
levers, Gardener Gary George and two Park Board Staff 
helpers rolled it up the hill and placed it where it now sits, 
next to the large White Oak that dominates the hill. There is 
a bench there that looks out past the Oak and over the bird 
bath to the far end of the Upland Prairie Garden, providing 
a restful spot for both humans and birds.

This article was written and compiled from information 
recorded in Board Meeting minutes of the Friends and from 
text in several issues of The Fringed Gentian™ from 1990.

Text - Research, text and photos by Gary Bebeau

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
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1991 

Winter 1990/1991 

This is the fifth year with Gardener Cary George in charge of the Garden. During the late winter 
months Cary reported extensive work on cutting and burning Buckthorn - attended by friendly 
chickadees who followed him everywhere.

A committee of Friends Board members, chaired by 
Betty Bryan, was meeting to update the 
organizations By-laws. New Articles of 
Incorporation were filed with the State of 
Minnesota. (1) [Copies follow the text.]

The winter of 1990/1991 produced minor snowfalls, 
leaving only around 5 inches of snow depth at year 
end which disappeared in early February until 
replaced by late February/early March storms. 
Winter snow amounts were right on the average of 
43.5 inches. Temperatures were fairly average.

On Theodore Wirth Parkway, the ramp to I-394 
westbound was closed permanently forcing 
motorists leaving the Garden to go back east to Penn Ave or far west to Park Place Blvd. to get onto 
westbound I-394.

Spring 1991 

Cary George did a prairie burn in the spring. He found a new patch of Dwarf Trout Lilies (Erythronium 
propullans) in the marsh. He reported on the Lady’s-slippers: The Showy (Cypripedium reginae) bloomed 
a bit early - June 2nd. The Large Yellow Lady's-slipper (Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens) clump 
by the Crone Shelter disappeared, but he had a reserve clump by the work shed which he would 
transplant.

The Pink Stemless Lady's-slipper, (C. acaule), had diminished to one less vigorous clump and he would 
no longer attempt to establish plantings of it. He had planted them in 1989 and he like all his 
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predecessors saw that you could not keep them 
established by transplanting from elsewhere. Eloise 
Butler had first planted them in 1907 and then almost 
every year thereafter. Martha Crone continued the 
project, as did Ken Avery with plantings in 1962, ’64 and 
'74. But Cary was willing to try with another orchid - 
Orchis spectabilis, the Showy Orchis, that he planted this 
spring by the front gate. It is a small plant, but it did not 
last many years either.

The mosquito hatch was the worst in 15 years due to 
much rain. Cary reported he planted 480 young trees 
and shrubs in the Garden and expected a good survival 
rate due to the rains.

On May 2nd, Catherine (Cay) Faragher passed away. She was President of the Friends from 1969 to 
1971 and orchestrated the design and building of the Martha Crone Shelter. (2)

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held their annual meeting on Saturday May 18, at the Martha 
Crone Shelter in the Garden. The new front gate to the Garden welcomed those who attended. The 
stone work had been completed the prior year. All that was lacking was the wooden arbor for the top, 
which would come the following year. The funding for this project totaled $9,680.

Directors elected were: Ken Avery, Geri Benavides, Harriet Betzold, Betty Bryan, Elaine Christenson, 
Sallie Cole, Mel Duoos, Ann Kessen, Connie Bartz-Lavoie, Gloria Miller, Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, 
Kathryn Stennes.

Re-elected to their offices at the Board of Directors meeting: Ann Kessen President, Harriet Betzold 
Vice-President, Joyce Smeby Secretary, and Connie LaVoie Treasurer. Betty Bryan as membership chair 
(Pat Thomesen had resigned), Elaine Christenson as memorials chair, Shirley Schultz as Volunteer 
coordinator.

Betty Bridgman retired last year as editor of the Friends Newsletter 
The Fringed Gentian™ and Kathy Stennis was now editor. This year 
marked the start of the Gentian being made-up on computer and then 
printed on recycled paper. Shirley Schultz reported that 57 volunteers 
were on the active list. Betty Bryan reported that 202 families were on 
the membership list. New by-laws were adopted by the board 
following extensive work by a committee headed by Betty Bryan, 
including over 30 meetings. The fiscal year of the Friends was 
changed to a calendar year by this adoption, but the tax filings were 
never changed so for state and Federal government purposes, a fiscal 
year ending on April 30 was still in effect.

Cary George made a presentation on the state of the Garden, 
especially his plantings around the new front gate to cover the construction effects.

Eloise Butler biographer Martha Hellander attended the meeting and read several excerpts from her 
book, The Wild Gardener, which was to be published in June 1992 by North Star Press. The Friends had 
contributed substantially to her expenses in producing the book.

A spring prairie burn at Eloise Butler (photo 
from a later year). Friends photo

Volunteer coordinator Shirley 
Schultz. Friends photo
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On April 7, 1991 the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune published in the 
"First Sunday" magazine a long article written by Martha 
Hellander about Eloise Butler and the Wildflower Garden. The 
Showy Lady's-slipper and an image of a young Eloise graced the 
cover.

Nineteen species of warblers were observed in the Garden 
during the spring. Spring weather was a bit warmer than 
average with plenty of rain.

Summer 1991 

In the Friends Newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™, Friends 
President Ann Kessen wrote:

For thirteen years I’ve been taking walks in the Garden, 
looking at the flowers and trees, listening to the birds. In 
thirteen years I, and my sons, have passed through many 
stages of life. Through them all the Garden has remained 
a place for quiet thought, a place in which it’s possible to 
reflect and contemplate. The Garden will see me walking its’ paths again this autumn.

Cary George reported planting 12 Large Twayblades, Liparis liliifolia, that he salvaged from an area just 
off Highway 12. Friends volunteer Judy Jones donated a large clump of Yellow Lady’s-slipper, 
(Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens), from her mother’s home. This helped to replace those that had 
died out this past spring. Cary planted some near the front gate and some near the shelter. The Park 
Board Forestry Dept. decided that it would continue its policy of not removing dead trees from Wirth 
Park unless they were diseased elms or were blocking walking paths. Ecology is enhanced by leaving 
them to still provide useful functions in the landscape.
Visitors signing the guest book in the Martha Crone Shelter this season included 411 from out of town - 
representing 32 states and 15 foreign countries.
A garden naturalist wrote in the newsletter about goldenrod, commenting that goldenrod pollen is not 
the cause of hay fever and that the Soldier Beetles (family Cantharidae) frequently found on Goldenrod 
are good insects to have around.  Summer weather was fairly average for temperature and rainfall.

Autumn 1991 

The fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ started off with some 
notes on "Who Was Eloise Butler" - which topic led in to the 
upcoming publication of Martha Hellander’s book on Eloise 
Butler - The Wild Gardener. Cary George listed the common 
mammals he has observed in the Garden: Deer Mouse, House 
Mouse, Short-tailed Shrew, Eastern Mole, Meadow Vole, 
Eastern Chipmunk, Gray Squirrel; Red Squirrel, Eastern 
Cottontail, Woodchuck, Raccoon, and Red Fox. He and some 
naturalists also saw once a River Otter making its way across 
the patio in front of the shelter; other people have reported a 
badger and a Canadian lynx in Wirth Park.

Cover of "First Sunday" containing 
Martha Hellander's article on Eloise 

Butler.

Friends volunteer Judy Jones. Friends 
photo
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The first heavy frost came on Sept. 20th. Then 
came the great snowstorm of 31 Oct. and 1 Nov. 
when 27 inches accumulated and this was 
followed by an unseasonal cold with temps 
retreating to -38 degrees F. November would be 
the snowiest calendar month in weather history 
with 46.9 inches of snow.

Friends’ volunteer Ann Hall was awarded 
"Outstanding Volunteer for 1991" by the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation  Board. Friend’s 
volunteers provided 1073 staffing hours during 
1991.

On October 4, Leonard Odell passed away. He 
was the son of Friends founder Clinton Odell and 
he served on the Friends board from 1960 to 1974. 

He was re-elected to the Board on April 8, 1974 but following the 
election he resigned in favor of his sister Moana, who was elected 
Friends President the following year in 1975.

Notes:
(1) The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 39 No.1 May 1991
(2) Annual Meeting minutes for 5/18/1991.
Photo top of  first page of 1991: The new 1991 front gate to the Garden, shown in the fall of 1992 after 
the arbor was installed but before the inscription was added. Photo ©G D Bebeau

Leonard Odell. 
Family photo.
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RESTATED ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
of,'

TRIENDS OF THE WILD TLOWER GARDEN, INCORPORATEI)

Amended and Restated February 23, 199L

In order to operate as a corporate entity under Minnesota Statutes 3174 the Articles of
Incorporation of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., incorporated on June 9,

1952 as a non-profit corporation, are hereby amended and restated in their entirety by

striking all the provisions as now set forth in the Articles of Incorporation and substituting
the following restated Articles of Incorporation:

ARIICLE I
NAME A}[D REGISTERED OITICE

The name of this corporation shall be FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN,
INC. located at 1 Wirth Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 55405, mailing address is P. O. Box
11592, Minneapolis, MN 55412.

ARTICLE II
PURPOSE

This corporation is organized for the purposes of educating the public by enhancing
appreciation for and understanding of Minnesota's native plants and their natural
environments, of safeguarding the integdty of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and

Bird Sanctuary, and of aiding in its support \vith both financial and volunteer assistance.

To this end, the corporation shall at all times be operated exclusively for educational
purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,

as now enacted or hereafter amended, including, for such purposes, the making of
distributions to organizations that quafiry as exempt organizations under Section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as now enacted or hereafter amended. All funds'

whether income or principal, and whether acquired by gift or contribution or otherwise,
shall be devoted to said purposes.

ARTICLE III
POWERS

The corporation shall have all of the powers afforded it by the provisions of the Minnesota
Nonprofit Corporation Act of 1989 and all acts amendatory and supplementary thereof.
For furthering its purposes it may receive, own, administer and dispose of in any way
whatsoever funds and properties of all kinds including, but not limited to, the shares,

bonds, securities and other evidences of indebtedness of any domestic or foreign
corporation or person, whether acquired by this corporation by gift, bequest, legary,
purchase or otherwise, and for such purposes this corporation shall have power to borrow
money and to secure the same by mortgage or other hypothecation of its assets, and the
power to acquire assets subject to and charged with the payment of obligations.
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ARTICLE IV
I.R.S. DGMPTION REQUIREMENTS

At all times shall the following operate as conditions restricting the operations and
activities of the corporation:

1. No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to any member of the
corporation not quafirying as exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as now enacted or hereafter amended, nor to any director
or officer of the corporation, nor to any other private Persons, excepting solely such

reasonable compensation that the corporation shall pay for services actually
rendered to the corporation, or allowed by the corporation as a reasonable
allowance for authorized expenditures incurred on behalf of the corporation;

No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall constitute the carrying
on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, or any initiative
or referendum before the public, and the corporation sha1l not participate in, or
intervene in (including by publication or distribution of statements), any political
campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for public office;

Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the corporation shall not carry

on any other activities not permitted to be carried on by a corporation exemPt from
federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the lnternal Revenue Code of 1986,

as now enacted or hereafter amended.

ARTICLE V
MEMBERSHIP/DIRECTORS

The corporation shall have one class of members, as provided in the corporation's bylaws.

The management of the affairs of the corporation shall be vested in a Board of Directors,
as defined in the corporation's bylaws. No director shall have any right, title, or interest
in or to any property of the corporation.

ARTICLE VI
NO PERSONAL LIABILITY

No member, director or officer of this corporation shall be personally liable for the debts

or obligations of this corporation of any nature whatsoever, nor shall any of the Property
of the members, officers, or directors be subject to the payment of the debts or obligations
of this corporation.

2 . Articles of Incorporation
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ARTICLE VII
AMENDMENTS

These articles may be amended by a majority vote of the members voting at a meeting
of the corporation, provided that the proposed amendment shall have been included in
the notice of the meeting and that at least ten (10) voting members are in attendance at
the meeting.

ARIICLE VITI
DISSOLUTTON

In the event of dissolution of the corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after palng
or making provisions for the payment of all debts, obligations, liabilities, costs and
expenses of the corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the corporation in such manner
as the Board of Directors shall determine and in accordance with the laws of the State
of Minnesota. ln no case shall a disposition be made which would not quali! as a
charitable contribution under Section 170(c)(1) or (2) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, as now enacted or hereafter amended.

ARTICLE IX
ATIESTATION

In witness whereof, the undersigned officer certifies that she has been authorized to
execute these Amended and Restated Articles and further certifies that these Amended
and Restated Articles correctly set forth all prior amendments to the corporation's Articles,
subject to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Minnesota Statutes Section 609.48 as if
she had signed these articles under oath.

Z_)Z*.- _ +r./-,--r--" 3 3. /??/
lr"t" uAnn Kessen, Prrsident

Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.

Articles of Incorporation - 3
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Section 1.

Section 1..

Section 2.

BYI-AWS

FRENDS OF TEE WILD FLOWER GARDEN, INC.

ARTICLE I
. Definition of Terms

The following terms will be used thoughout and will have the definitions
given below:

Wildflower Garden - Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary
located in Theodore Wirth Park, City of Minneapolis, Minnesota, and
administered by the Board of Park Commissioners

Shelter - Martha Crone Shelter, located within the Wildflower Garden

Friends - Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.

Minneapolis Par}s - Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

Annual Meeting - Annual meeting of the membership of the Friends

Annual Board Meeting - Annual meeting of the Board of the Friends

Board - Board of Directors of the Friends

Officers - Officers of the Friends

ARTICLE II
Purposes

The Wildflower Garden is a 13.8 acre garden and sanctuary for native flora
and fauna, owned by the people, and maintained by Minneapolis Pari<s.

The Friends was incorporated in 1952 as a non-profit organization. Its
purposes are to educate by enhancing visitors' appreciation and
understanding of Minnesota's native plants and their natural environments,
to safeguard the integrity of the Wildflower Garden, and to aid in support
of the Wildflower Garden with both financial and inkind assistance.
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Section 1.

Section 2.

Sectign 3.

Section 4.

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

ARTICLE TII
Organization and Governance

The Friends is a membership organization whose members have fulI voting
rights as described in Article fV of these bylaws. The governing bodies of
the Friends shall be the Board, as described in Article V and the Officers
as described in Article VI.

Participation in the Friends is on a volunteer basis. Under no circumstances
shall any of the above, or any member of the Friends, receive remuneration
of any sort whatsoever for their time, service, or talent spent in conducting
the business of the Friends.

The Friends, a non-profit organization incorporated under State of Minnesota
Statutes 3174, was formed for the purpose described in Article II of these
bylaws. Gifts and donations to the Friends are tax deductible under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

The fiscal year of the Friends shall begin January 1 of each calendar year
and shall end on December 3L of that calendar year.

ARTICLE W
Membership

Membership to the Friends shall be open to:
A Individuals and families

B. Organizations such as garden clubs, libraries, educational institutions,
businesses, environmental and other agencies.

Membership Dues
A Annual membership dues shall become due and payable on the first

day of the anniversary month in which the member joined' and shall
be at such rates and categories as will be established from time to
time by the Board and published in The Fringed Gentian. the Friends'
newsletter.

Membership Privileges
A Individual and family members [1 or 2 adults] - may vote at Annual

and Special Meetings, may serve on committees, may serve on the
Board, and may hold office.

B. Organizational members - shall designate a representative who may
vote at Annual and Special Meetings and serve on committees.

2 - Bylaws
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Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

C. lndividual and family members and desigrated representatives shall
each have one vote.

ARTICLE IVA
Membership Meetings

Annual Meeting
A" The Annual Meeting shall be held yearly on a Saturday in the month

of May, at the Shelter, or at such other place as may have been fixed
by resolution of the Board and advertised in the notice of the meeting.
The date shall be set at the discretion of the Board.

B. Notice of the Annual Meeting shall be advertised in Ibe-Iriaged
Gentian, or by other written notice at least ten (10) days prior to the
date of the Annual Meeting.

C. The business of the Annual Meeting shall include but not be limited
to:

(1) Election of directors or their successors.

(2) A report on the activities and financial condition of the
Friends.

(3) Consideration of and action upon other matters
consistent with the notice of the meeting.

Special Meeting
A. A Special Meeting shall be called by the President, a majority of the

Board, or by LlVo of the members.

B. A Special Meeting shall be held at such time and place and upon such

notice as may be determined by resolution of the Board, provided
such notice be given at least five (5) days before the date of the

meeting, and the purpose of the meeting be stated.

Members may submit proposals and participate in discussions. Guests may
address the members at the discretion of the presiding officer.

A quorum at such a meeting shall consist of at least ten (10) members.

When a quorum is reached a simple majority of members present shall be
required to take action on any question properly brought before such

meeting.

Bylaws - 3
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Section 6. The presiding officer shall determine the manner of voting, whether by voice
or ballot, except that a request by one or more members for a secret ballot
shall be granted.

Section 7. Proxy voting is not allowed.

ARTICLE IYB
Cessation of Membership

Section 1.. Membership ceases upon:
A Non-payment of dues after a period of sixty (60) days after the first

day of the anniversary month.

B. Receipt by the President, the Secretary or the Membenhip
Committee Chair of a letter of resignation.

ARTICLE V
Board of Directors

Section 1. The Board of Directors:
A" The Board shall be elected by the members at the Annual Meeting

and shall consist of no fewer than five (5) directors, elected according
to the procedures in Article VIII, Section 1.

B. The term of office shall be of one year's duration and shall commence
at the time of election at the Annual Meeting,

C. There shall be no limit to the number of consecutive one year terms
a director may serve.

D. In the event that a director resigns or for any reason cannot fill the
entire term, a majority of the remaining directors shall elect an eligible
candidate to fill the remaining term of office.

E. A director may be removed for failure to fulfill the obligations
outlined in Article V, Section 4 by a majority of the remaining
directors.

Section 2. Ex-Officio Directors
A" The Gardener of the Wildflower Garden shall serve as an ex-officio

director with full privileges.

4 - Bylaws
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Section 3.

Section 4.

B.

Meetings of the Board
A" Meetings shall be held seasonally, at least four (4) times a year with

date, time and location determined at the previous meeting by the
directors present. Notice shall be given in the minutes ofthe previous
meeting.

The Annual Board Meeting shall be held immediately following the
Annual Meeting to elect ofEcers and to transact other business that
may properly come before the Board. Notice of the Annual Board
Meeting shall be announced at a previous board meeting and included
in the minutes of that meeting.

Special Meetings shall be called by the President or any two or more
directors. Notice stating the purpose of the meeting shall be mailed
or delivered in person at least two (2) days before the meeting,

A quorum shall consist of a simple majority or one half (t/z) of the
directors.

E. When a quorum is reached, a simple majority shall be required to
take action on any question properly brought before such meeting.

F. In case a quonrm not be reached, those present may adjourn to such
day as they shall agree upon and notice thereof shall be given to each
director at least one (1) day before such agreed upon meeting.

G. Voting may take place by proper action without a meeting.

H, Each director shall have one vote.

Duties of the Directors
A- The directors shall have general management, control, direction and

possession of and control over all of the business and affairs of the
Friends, its properties, and is funds; and shall have all of the powers
necessary essential or incidental to the carrying out of the purposes
for which the corporation was created.

B. A director shall act in good faith, in a manner the director reasonably
believes to be in the best interests of the Friends, and with care an
ordinarily prudent person in a like position would exercise under
similar circumstances.

C. A director shall disclose to the board a conllict of interest should it

c.

D.

anse.
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Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3,

Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 1.

Section 2.

ARTICLE VI
Ofllcers

The officers of the Board shall be President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer, and such other officers as the Board shall from time to time elect.

The term of office begins with election at the Annual Board Meeting.

There shall be no limit to the number of consecutive terms an officer may
sewe.

Vacancies during the year shall be filled by a director, elected by a simple
majority of tlte Board to fill the unexpired term of office. Voting may take
place at a quarterly or special meeting or by proper action without a
meeting.

An officer may be removed by a resolution adopted by the Board.

ARTICLE YIA
Duties of Officers

An officer shall act in good faith, in a manner the officer reasonably believes
to be in the best interests of the Friends, and with the care an ordinarily
prudent person in a like position would exercise under similar circumstances.

The President shall be the chief officer of the corporation and as such shall:
A When present, preside at meetings of the Board, the officers and the

membership.

B. Sign and execute in the corporation's name and on its behalf and as

its President all written instruments necessary, essential or incidental
to the carrying out of the purposes for which the corporation is
created, and which shall have been fint duly authorized by the Board.

C. Perform all acts incidental to the office of President and such other
duties as may from time to time be assigned by the Board.

D. Coordinate the actMties of the officers and make such changes or
additions to the activities as is deemed necessary.

E. Appoint Chairs of the standing committees as outlined in Article VII,
Section d and other committees as shall be from time to time be
deemed necessary.

6 - Bylaws

257



Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

The Secretary shall:
A Prepare and

proceedings
membership.

The Vice President shall:
A Serve as assistant and consultant to the President.

B.

c.

Assume the powers and duties of the President during the President's
absence or disability.

Perform such duties as may be assigned by the Board or the
President.

keep
of the

proper books in which are recorded current
meetings of the Board, the officers and the

B. Be custodian of the books containing the historic records
proceedings of the meetings of the Board, the officers and

. membership.

C. Disseminate to directors copies of the proceedings of each meeting
of the Board, officers and the membership.

D. Send notices in accordance with the provisions of these bylaws or as

requested by the President.

E. Sign with the President or with the Vice President all written
instruments necessary, essential or incidental to the carrying out of the
purposes and which shall have been first duly authorized by the
Board.

F. Perform other duties as may from time to time be assigned by the
Board or the President.

Assistant Secretary
A. The Board may elect an Assistant Secretary who shall:

1. At the request of the Secretary, or in the Secretary's absence
or disability, perform the duties of Secretary and when so

acting shall have all of the powers of and be subject to all of
the restrictions upon the Secretary.

2, Perform other duties as from time to time may be assigned by
the Board or the President.

The Treasurer shall:
A Post a bond for the faithful discharge of the Treasurer's duties in such

sum and with such surety or sureties as the Board shall require.

of
the

Section 6.
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B. Be the custodian of all moneys, funds, securities, evidence of
indebtedness, and other simil pl6psrtis5.

C. Keep or cause to be kept at all times accurate curent financial
records.

D. Keep or cause to be kept full and complete historic accounts of the
financial transactions.

E. Endorse and deposit, or qruse to be deposite4 all money, drafts or
checks in the name of and to the credit of the Friends, in such banks
and depositories as the Board shall designate from time to time.

F. Disburse the funds as ordered by the Board, taking proper vouchers
therefor.

G. Prepare and present at quarterly meetings a written quarterly financial
report, and at the Annual Meeting a written annual financial report,
and such other reports as required by the President.

H. Cause statements of annual dues to be mailed to all members as soon
as such dues become payable.

I. File required state and federal forms and reports.

J. Perform other duties as from time to time may be assigned by the
Board or the President.

Section 7. Assistant Treasurer
A. The Board may elect an Assistant Treasurer who shall:

L. At the request of the Treasurer, or in the Treasurer's absence
or disability, perform the duties of the Treasurer and when so
acting shall have the powers of and be subject to the
restrictions upon the Treasurer.

2. Perform other duties as from time to time may be assigned by
the Board or the President.
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ARTICLE VII
Standing Committees

Section 1. The Standing Committees shall be Membership, Newsletter, Volunteer,
Memorials/flonors and Historical.

Section 2. The Chair of a committee shall be appointed by the President from among
the directors for a one year tenn.

Section 3, Committee members may be members of the Board, individual or family
members, or be drawn from the community at large.

ARTICLE VIIA
Duties of the Chairs of Standing Committees

Section 1. Membership Committee
A. Keep an updated written roster of members of the Friends and mail

renewal notices to members when their annual membership becomes
due.

B. Recruit new members by communicating regularly with Newsletter and
Volunteer Committees.

C. Prepare and publish a biennial membership roster in the spring and
mail copies to the membership.

Section 2. Newsletter Committee
A. Prepare, publish and mail at least four (4) issues a year of The

Fringed Gentian to members and supporters.

B. Maintain an adequate balance of account with the U. S. Postal office,
and keep abreast of changes in postal regtrlations.

C. Maintain a file of past issues of &-Efhg5!-GeAUAn.

Section 3. Volunteer Committee
A. Search for, screen, train and schedule volunteers, who need not be

members, to staff the shelter from the opening date in the spring to
the closing date in the fall.

B. Plan and carry out appropriate recognition of the work of the
volunteers.
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Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 1.

Memorials/Flonors Committee
A Acknowledge gifts donated in remembrance of a deceased person or

in honor of a living person.

B. Cause the name of the person so remembered to be placed on a
plaque in the Shelter.

C. Recommend appropriate tributes to enhance the Garden.

Historical Committee
A" Organize, maintain and store the collection of historical material, with

due regard for proper preservation of the different media.

B. Gather, organize and properly store current memorabilia pertaining
to the Garden and the Friends including but not limited to newspaper
and magazine articles, photographs, slides, books and pamphlets.

C. Maintain a file of past issues of The Frinqed Gentian.

ARTICLE YTII
Election Procedures

Election of Directors
A. A notice shall be published in the winter issue of The Fringed Gentian

inviting the membership to submit nominations to the Chair by March
15. Such nominated persons shall have agreed to stand for election
and shall be, or be willing to become at the time of nomination, a
member.

In January the Chair of Nominations will correspond with all Board
members asking if they will stand for re-election, and asking for
nominations to be submitted to the Chair no later than March 15.

Such newly nominated persons shall have agreed to stand for election
and shall be, or be willing to become at the time of nomination, a
member.

The Chair shall present a list of candidates at the spring quarterly
Board meeting where the slate will be approved by the Board.

B.

c.
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Section 2.

Section 1

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

D. At the Annual Meeting the President shall present the slate and
introduce each candidate. The President shall call for a vote on the
slate, provided a quorum is present. A simple majority of members
present shall be required to take action. Election may take place by
voice vote acclamation. Voting shall be by secret ballot if requested
by one or more members present, and the President shall appoint t'wo

(2) members to count the votes.

Election of Officers
A Bv Aoril 1 the Chair of Nominations shall submit to the President a

.6e
slate consistingroile or more candidates for each office duly authorized
by the Board. Candidates shall have agreed to stand for office, shall
hold a current membership in the Friends and shall be on the slate

for Board election.

B. The President shall present the slate at the spring quarterly Board
meeting. The Board may offer additional candidates.

C. At the Annual Board Meeting a vote shall be taken provided a

quorum is present. A simple majority shall be required to take action.
Election may take place by voice vote acclamation. Voting shall be
by secret ballot if requested by one or more directors and the
President shall appoint two (2) directors to count the votes.

D. In the event a quonrm is not present, the procedure in Article V
Section 3.F shall be followed.

ARTICLE IX
Amendments

The power to adopt, amend or repeal the bylaws is vested in the Board,
subject to the limitations provided in Minnesota Statutes 317A.181.

A proposed amendment to the bylaws, having been sent to all directors for
consideration, shall subsequently be presented to the Board for approval or
rejection.

The power to amend the Articles of Incorporation is vested in the members
subject to the provisions in Minnesota Statutes 377 A.133 and 317 4.739.

A proposed amendment of a provision of the Articles shall be submitted in
writing to the Board which shall review it for clarity, content and consistenry.
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Section 5. Upon adoption by majority vote of the Board, a proposed amendment shall
be submitted to the members for adoption.

Section 6. An adopted amendment to the Articles of Incorporation shall become
effective when filed with the Secretary of State under Minnesota Statute
3174.151.

' These updated and revised bylaws of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. were
adopted by the Board of Directors on April 3, L991, and were adopted by the members
at the Annual Meeting on May 18, 1991 in the Eloise Bufler Wildflower Garden, City of
Minneapolis, MN.

Ann Kessen, President
Friends of the Wild flower Garden, Inc

Date
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