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Introduction
This document in not a narrative, but a year-by-year account of the Curator’s
activities in relation to the development and maintenance of this special area in
Glenwood Park. Eloise Butler’s gifts for writing about plants and her garden are
referenced and quoted in the appropriate years. For a full presentation of her life
the reader is directed to Martha Hellander’s book The Wild Gardener. The texts of
many of Butler’s writings will be found there and also on the Friends website.
These individual year histories are also found on the Friends website. Selections
from her writings are included here. Detail is provided here in the 1911 text on
how the Garden space was not permanent nor was anyone directly in charge of it
until 1911 when both issues were resolved.
Garden Name: The Garden was first named the “Wild Botanic Garden” but as
Eloise Butler later explained “It was soon found that the term ‘Wild Botanic Garden’
was misleading to the popular fancy, so the name was changed to ‘Native Plant
Reserve.’ ” (Eloise Butler 1926 - The Wild Botanic Garden - Early History). Even
though the name was changed, the sign on the Curator’s little office building still
said “Wild Botanic Garden” until well after the Park Board officially re-named
the Garden “The Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden” in 1929. For 40 years
thereafter “Wild Flower” was written as two words, but beginning in 1969 and
almost continuously after 1972 the Park Board used “Wildflower” as one word in
the Garden Name and made that official in 1986. Eloise continued to refer to it as
“The Wild Garden” or “the Preserve.” Later, Martha Crone and Ken Avery
preferred to use the term “Native Plant Reserve.”
In that same 1926 paper Eloise wrote “It was planned from the beginning to make the
garden a living museum of the flora of Minnesota and to preserve strictly the wild
appearance of the place. There were to be no formal beds. Plants were to be allowed to
grow according to their own sweet will and not as humans might wish them to grow, and
without any restraint except what could be essential for health and mutual well-being.”
The wide scope of that purpose led Eloise to bring into the Garden many plant
species that were not indigenous to the place as she explained in a 1911 news
article. These plants would not only be the flora of Minnesota but the flora of
other areas of similar climate and habitat where she would experiment on their
survival in the Garden. In the early years, particularly 1912 to 1916, large
numbers of species were imported. The history years are thus filled with
information on what those plants were.
The information on plant species is primarily found in her Garden Log - a day by
day account of what she did. Her writings provide a bit of additional
information. We are in debt to Martha Hellander for her research into the life of
Eloise Butler and for recovering from dusty collections Butler’s writings.
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Introduction
Following the death of Martha Crone, Butler’s successor as Curator, Hellander
was able to review the accumulated papers of Martha Crone. The Crone family
allowed her to take what she felt should be saved as they were going to discard
the lot and within the accumulation were the Garden Logs. The weather is
mentioned in Butler’s log when it was adverse and supplemental weather
information has been added into these histories for most years.
The Photos:
Plants: Many of the photos appearing on these pages are of plants that Eloise
Butler brought into the Garden that were not indigenous to the area. When
selecting which photos to present, I often chose those plants that are no longer
extant in the Garden as photos of extant plants are on the Friends Website.
Landscape: Photos of the Garden during Miss Butler’s tenure are scarce. I have
included most of those that are available, some of which are from newspaper
articles. When Martha Crone was curator she established a Kodachrome slide
collection of Garden plants and landscapes. Some of those photos are used here.
TheFriends acquired the slide collection from the family, via Martha Hellander
again, following Martha Crones death in 1989. Martha Hellander’s research
yielded the first map in the map section. The later maps provide detail of later
changes.
The Cover:
The three photos of Eloise Butler are - left - ca 1890 as a young teacher in
Minneapolis. photo from Branch’s Studio; middle - ca. 1910-20 with Eloise in
front of one of the large birch tree boles that were on the east hillside of the
Garden, photo courtesy Minneapolis Public Library; right - ca. 1930 as she nears
the end of her career, photo courtesy Minnesota Historical Society. The textured
background of the cover is of her beloved giant White Oak - Monarch.
The governing body of the Garden during this time period was the Minneapolis
Board of Park Commissioners, hereafter referred to simply as “the Park Board.”
This body was renamed the “Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board” in 1970.
Glenwood Park was renamed “Theodore Wirth Park” in 1938 in honor of the
former Superintendent of Parks.
Gary Bebeau, Minneapolis MN 2021.
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The Wild Botanic Garden in the time of Eloise Butler
The features identified are names given by Eloise Butler. The original space set aside for the Garden
was just three acres centering on the Treeless Swamp and Tamarack Bog. Within a few years the
surrounding hillsides and the area of the North Meadow had been added resulting in a wild garden of
20 plus acres. The existing back fence of the Garden in 2021 closely follows the dotted line of the old
path (later known as the “tarvia path”) that leads from Bubbling Spring on the east westward to where
that path begins to make a great curve to the south between Gentian Meadow and Old Andrews
Mount. (Map courtesy Martha Hellander)
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The Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden (The Native Plant Reserve) in Martha
Crone’s time after 1944
In this map of 1952, drawn by Martha Crone we see Garden space reduced to 14 acres. The area of the
North Meadow has been abandoned with the north fence line following the old tarvia path. The
Bubbling Spring now lies outside the Garden fence. The upland addition of 1944 is on the right with the
“middle fence” denoting the old from the new parts of the Garden. The map is not to scale as the
north/south distance is considerably foreshortened to fit into the brochure Martha Crone used. The
East Path and West Path are more or less similar to Eloise Butler’s time and to today. The “Swamp
Trail” is the 1946 path laid out by Bill Crone. Some of the side paths in the wetland and the large loop
on the West Path no longer exist. The paths in the upland have similarly been altered and a further one
acre addition was incorporated on the east side in 1993 (Map courtesy J. S. Futcher Collection).
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The Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden after 1993
This modern map of the Garden shows the current trail configuration and the 1993 addition to the
Upland Garden with the reconfiguration of trails there. The Visitor Shelter is the 1970 Martha E Crone
Shelter and sits to the right of where the old Garden Office used to be - a site now occupied by the 3
benches. In the area of the back gate, the north fence and the tarvia path were both moved northward
in 1992 to straighten the fence line. The remainder of the boundary lines are in the same position as on
Martha Crone’s 1952 map except for the north fence straightening. The small pool in the Garden has
been given the name of the former “Mallard Pool” which was located north of the current boundary.
(Map courtesy Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board.)
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Eloise Butler’s Early History
She was born in rural Maine, near Appleton, on August 3, 1851. An
interest in botany may have been aroused at an early age by her
family's herbal remedies, made at home from their knowledge of local
plants. After high school graduation in 1870, she took a position as a
teacher in West Appleton, Maine, near the Butler farm, but soon she
was enrolled in a Teachers College, the Eastern State Normal School in
Castine, Maine, from which she graduated in 1873. After graduation
she moved with her parents to Indiana where other relatives were
already established. That resettlement was not to last long for her, for
in September 1874 we find her in Minneapolis. Here she began a long
teaching career, principally in Botany, that was to last until retirement
in 1911.
During those years in Minneapolis, she pursued her interest in botany
by attending classes at the University of Minnesota, collecting, editing
and working for certain professors, botany trips to Jamaica, Woods
Hole, and the University's new research station on Vancouver Island.
She was a member of the Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter, (Division
D ) of the Agassiz Association and frequently submitted articles for
circulation to chapter members. Some of those articles are referenced
later in this text.

Above - Eloise Butler ca. 1890.
Photo: Branche’s Studio,
Minneapolis.

1907
Origin of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden
As early as the 1880s observant people realized that the development of the city of Minneapolis was
incompatible with the retention of native habitat. West of the city in the Saratoga Springs Addition,
residents successfully petitioned the new Minneapolis Board of Park Commissioners to obtain a
segment of that area to preserve for future generations. Originally 64 acres in extent, with various name
changes and adjustments in size, this became what is now Theodore Wirth Park. By 1907 the park was
103 acres in size.
A small section of this new park, known at the time as Glenwood Park, was particularly attractive to
Eloise Butler and her teacher colleagues. They were having great difficulties familiarizing their students
with plants growing in their natural surroundings, as development was wiping out these areas. This
spot would be accessible and attractive for that purpose.
As the Park Board had done little with the entire park due to lack of funds, this small group decided
that something must be done to protect the unique native flora of the small area they had selected. That
area included a swampy bog, fern glens, hillsides, upland hills and trees and nearby, the Great
Medicine Spring. Following the submission of a petition on April 1st, 1907 the Park Board moved on
April 15th to set aside 3 acres of this area as a Natural Botanical Garden but soon it was known as the
"Wild Botanic Garden." At this time that was the extent, contained within a fence. We assume the fence,
required by the resolution, was built but there is nothing in Eloise Butler's log or other notes, including
the 1913 Bellman article, which described the Garden in great detail, that mentions a fence. Soon to
follow enlargements of the Garden would not be delineated by a fence until 1924.
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Eloise Butler became the most prominent guardian and promoter of this natural space or as an April 3,
1910 Tribune article put it "practically the mother of the garden," but it was not a paying position nor were
the 3 acres considered a permanent set-aside as there was no permanent care arrangements.
Permanence would be achieved in 1911 after Eloise planned to leave Minneapolis unless she was
appointed Curator and paid for taking care of it. A petition from the Garden Club of Minneapolis and
the Women's Club achieved the goal. Details in 1911.

Spring 1907
A large portion of Eloise Butler’s Garden Log for 1907 is devoted to
notations of plants observed within the area of the newly established Wild
Botanic Garden. This record established beyond anything else what plants
were indigenous to that area. She would later record various notes about
finding plants she had not noticed previously.

Pitcher Plant (Sarracenia
purpurea). The first plant
transplanted into the new
Garden. Photo G D Bebeau

Eloise noted that the spring season was “backward.” She was referring to
the abnormal cold temperatures that occurred in April and May when daily
temperatures were consistently under average by as much as 15 to 20
degrees. Most snow had melted in March and little fell thereafter until there
was a two day snowfall on April 27-28 of 13 inches.

In this, the first season of the officially formed Garden, Eloise would
immediately begin to bring in plants that were not represented there. As these were all obtained in the
metro area, they are all native to the state. Her first recorded entry of actually placing plants into the
Garden is dated April 29th when she planted two Pitcher plants in the bog that she obtained from
Mahtomedi, Minn.
In May from White Bear Lake she brought in more Pitcher plants and
more Yellow-lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens). All
the other plants that were new additions to the plant inventory are
listed after the autumn section.

Summer 1907
Summer temperatures returned to the norms expected for the season

and there was plenty of rainfall. As was her custom, Eloise traveled back
to Malden, MA to visit her sister Cora Pease. As Eloise was still teaching
at South High School in Minneapolis, summer was the only time she
could make a visit. By 1910 however, the Garden duties were too much
for her to be absent and the summer trips then ended and were replaced
Moccasin Flower (Cypripedium
by winter trips, beginning in late 1911, after her retirement from
acaule) ©G D Bebeau
teaching. It is not clear from her Garden Log exactly when she returned
to Malden as there are no entries in the Garden Log between June 3rd
and July 2nd and then there is another gap after July 2 to September 17th. If she had returned during
June, the long later gap in the record is unexplained. Perhaps she was elsewhere in June and went to
Malden in July.
In the July 2nd entry she noted receiving a selection of plants from Malden Mass.; either she had
already been there and brought these back or they were sent by her sister Cora. These are listed after
the autumn section.
8

Autumn 1907
There are several autumn Garden Log entries; the first on September 17th. All the remaining log entries
for 1907 concern the introduction of plants into the Garden from various sources in the Minneapolis/St.
Paul area. It would be 1908 before more introductions from the East Coast would arrive in the Garden.
Additional specimens of the same plants brought in this past spring and listed above in the "spring"
section included Wild Calla, Moccasin flower, Downy Yellow Violet, Greenbrier, Wild Blue Phlox and
Wahoo. New introductions are listed below.
Her last log entry was on November 5th. The autumn weather was fairly normal for temperature until
mid December when temperatures were warmer than normal. Some snow fell in December, but there
was no accumulation until the very end of the month. September had one three inch rainfall and then
October and November were very dry.

New 1907 Plants

Preliminary notes about plant information. The following information will apply throughout the text. Native Status: Some
of the plants obtained by Eloise Butler were not native to Minnesota or if native, may have been difficult to establish in the
Garden. Most of these are no longer present. Her successor, Martha Crone, was more selective of native plant material but not
all have survived either. The plants illustrated here, so one can see what they looked like, are mostly of the class no longer
extant in the Garden. As for plants mentioned here that are still present in the Garden today, although there may have been
numerous re-plantings, most have a detailed information/photo page on the Friends website. Those noted as being present in
the Garden today, are usually not illustrated in this article. The bracketed “MC” after a name indicates the plant was present
on Martha Crone’s 1951 census. Botanical classification: Over the years Botanists have reclassified many plants from the
classifications in use at the time Eloise Butler wrote her Garden Log or when Martha Crone prepared her census. I have
retained the nomenclature that Eloise Butler or Martha Crone used and then provided the more current classification as used
by the major listings in use today, particularly Flora of North America and the Checklist of the Vascular Flora of Minnesota.

Spring 1907
[The “government reservation” is presumably the area of and around
Fort Snelling). All are extant in the Garden except as noted]
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Anemone acutiloba, Sharplobe Hepatica. Native, from the government
reservation in May.
Asarum canadense, Wild ginger. Native, from the government reservation in
May.
Calla palustris, Wild Calla (Water Arum). Native, from White Bear Lake.
Carpinus americana (now Carpinus caroliniana). American Hornbeam or Blue
Beech or Musclewood. (M.C.). It is considered native to the state by some
sources; from the vicinity of the Lake Street Bridge (Minneapolis)
Claytonia virginica, Virginia Spring Beauty. (M.C.) Native to the eastern
section of Minnesota; from the vicinity of the Lake Street Bridge
(Minneapolis) (photo)
Clintonia borealis, Bluebead or Yellow Clintonia. (M.C.). It is native to the NE
Quadrant of Minnesota; from White Bear Lake. Not extant. (photo next page)
Cypripedium acaule, Moccasin Flower or Stemless Lady’s-slipper. [This is a
rare native plant that is very difficult to transplant and have survive. The
repeated appearance of this plant on the Garden acquisition list over many
years up through Martha Crone’s curatorship is ample evidence of that
difficulty] Native, from White Bear Lake. Not extant. (photo previous page)
Cypripedium pubescens (now. Cypripedium parviflorum. var. pubescens), Yellowlady’s-slipper. Native, from Glenwood Park in May.
Dicentra cucullaria, Dutchman’s Breeches. Native, from the government
reservation in May.
Euonymus atropurpureus, Wahoo. Native, from the government reservation in
May.
Hydrophyllum virginicum, Eastern (Virginia) Waterleaf. Native, from the
9

Bird’s-foot Violet (Viola pedata)
©Merel R. Black, Wisconsin
Flora

Virginia Spring Beauty
(Claytonia virginica) ©G D
Bebeau

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

vicinity of the Lake Street Bridge (Minneapolis)
Menispermum canadense, Common Moonseed. (M.C.) Native, from Washburn
Park.
Osmunda regalis, Royal Fern. Native to Minnesota but not widespread; from
White Bear Lake.
Phlox divaricata, Wild Blue Phlox. Native, from the government reservation in
May.
Sanguinaria canadensis, Bloodroot. Native, from Glenwood Park in May.
Similax hispida, (now Smilax tamnoides), Bristly Greenbrier. (M.C.). Native,
from Washburn Park.
Symphoricarpos albus, Snowberry. (M.C.) Native, from Minnehaha.
Symplocarpus foetidus, Skunk Cabbage. (M.C.) Native, from the vicinity of the
Lake Street Bridge (Minneapolis)
Bluebead or Yellow Clintonia
(Clintonia borealis) ©Aaron
Viola pedata, Bird’s-foot Violet. Native, from the government reservation in
Carlson, Wisconsin Flora
May. (photo previous page)
Viola pubescens, Downy Yellow Violet. Native, from Glenwood Park in May
Viola rugulosa (nowViola canadensis var. rugulosa), Creeping Root Violet (Tall
Stemmed). (M.C.). Native, from Minnehaha. Not extant.
An unidentified Cherry, from the vicinity of the Lake Street Bridge (Minneapolis).

Summer 1907
•
•
•

Benzoin aestivale (Now Lindera benzoin var. benzoin), Northern Spicebush. Not Native, from Malden.
Not extant.
Cephalanthus occidentalis, Two Common Buttonbush. (M.C.) Native, from Malden.
Hydrocotyle americana, American Marsh Pennywort. From Malden. Rather rare in Minnesota,
reported only in four counties bordering Wisconsin - Houston, Pine, Chisago, Washington. It is now
on Minnesota's “Special Concern List.” Not extant. (photo)

Autumn 1907
(all native, from various Minneapolis/St. Paul sources)
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Aplectrum hyemale. Adam & Eve (Puttyroot) an orchid. (M.C.) Uncommon but considered native in a
number of counties of the SE section of the State. Not extant.
(photo)
Panax quinquefolius, American Ginseng. (M.C.) Native, reported in
scattered counties mostly in the SE Quadrant, but also as far north
as Mille Lacs and Jackson in the SW. Now very rare and on the
States “Special Concern List.” A plant with a long folk and native
medicinal history. Not extant. (photo next page)
Helenium autumnale, Common Sneezeweed. (M.C.) Common
throughout Minnesota except the far Arrowhead.
Silphium perfoliatum, Cup Plant.
Phlox pilosa, Downy Phlox. (M.C.) Native to almost all of
Minnesota except the northern tier of counties and the
Arrowhead. (photo next page)
Liatris pycnostachya, Great Blazing Star.
Hypericum ascyron, Great St. Johnswort.
Chamaedaphne calyculata, Leatherleaf. (M.C.) This is a native bog
shrub with leathery green leaves. It transplants fairly well. Not
Adam & Eve (Puttyroot)
extant.
(Aplectrum hyemale) ©R K
Onoclea struthiopteris (now Matteuccia struthiopteris), Ostrich Fern.
Kupfer, Wisconsin Flora.
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•
•

•
•
•

Aster Sericeus (now Symphyotrichum sericeum), Silky Aster (Western
Silver Aster).
Orchis spectabilis (now Galearis spectabilis), Showy Orchid. (M.C.). A
native orchid of counties in a diagonal from the SE corner of the
state toward the NW corner - basically the old Big Woods. Not
extant. Photo next page.
Campanula americana, American Bellflower.
Clematis virginiana, Virgin’s Bower.
Dioscorea villosa, Wild Yam. (M.C.) Native to the wooded counties
in the SE Quadrant of the State as far north as Pine county. (photo)

American Ginseng (Panax
quinquefolius) ©Dennis W.
Woodland Wisconsin Flora

Showy Orchid (Galearis
spectabilis) ©Jeff Hapeman,
Wisconsin Flora.
Downy Phlox (Phlox pilosa) ©G D
Bebeau

Wild Yam (Dioscorea villosa). Photo
©G D Bebeau

American Marsh Pennywort
(Hydrocotyle americana) ©Robert W.
Freckmann, Wisconsin Flora
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A 1904 plat showing a portion of the Saratoga Springs Addition that was never built but became Glenwood Park. Birch
pond is shown at the left. The natural bowl of the Wild Botanic Garden is where the ellipse is shown to the right of the
pond. By 1907 Glenwood Park had been expanded north, south, west with the east boundary ending at what is now
Xerxes Ave. North. Note how lots were platted on what is now the surrounding south hillside.

1908
Spring 1908
There had been very little snow in the fall of 1907. The first three months of 1908 saw some significant
snowfalls but most of the snow melted by mid February and March snowfalls did not stay on the
ground long. April was cold with significant moisture, mostly in the
form of snow. Eloise noted that four or five inches fell on the 27th
(the Minneapolis weather station reported 7 inches). That was the
last snowfall of the season. May brought average temperatures and
lots of rain; five rainfalls alone of over an inch each. June was wet
also.
In the winter months of 1907-1908 Eloise Butler would be occupied
with her teaching position at Minneapolis South High School. With
the coming of spring, the "Natural Botanical Garden,” (the name
given in the 1907 petition) now in its second official year, would
occupy all of her non-school hours.
Eloise’s earliest record of planting was on the 19th of April when she
set out these plants that were already represented in the Garden and
are still represented in the Garden today:
Wild Blue Phlox , Sharplobe Hepatica and Great St.
Johnswort.
Later in the month she added these plants that still extant in the
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Hop Tree, (Ptelea trifoliata). A new
spring planting. Photo G D Bebeau

Garden:
Old Man’s Whiskers, Dutchman’s Breeches, False RueAnemone, Butterfly Weed, Mayapple and Canadian White
Violet.
Eloise espoused the belief that the Garden should only include
plants native to the state or naturalized in Minnesota - a rule she
would ignore when certain specimens became available that she
either loved or believed would complement the other plants of the
Garden. We shall see in her plantings for 1908 that exceptions to
the rule would occur.
A list of plants added in the spring that were new species to the
Garden appears following the autumn section.
Finding unexpected plants in the new Garden was always a treat
and she reported such findings in the Log such as Early Coral
Root (Corallorhiza innata -now- Corallorhiza trifida) (photo) and
Narrowleaf Blue-eyed Grass (Sisyrinchium angustifolium) on April
26th. On May 10 she found one specimen of Shining Club Moss
(Lycopodium lucidulum - now - Huperzia lucidula), in the wetland

Early Coralroot (Corallorhiza trifida).
Photo ©R.K. Kupfer Wisconsin Flora

Summer 1908
There are no entries in Eloise Butler’s Garden Log between June 3 and September 5. As was her custom,
she had traveled back to Malden, MA to visit her sister Cora Pease.
While visiting with Cora, the two made plant gathering forays including visits to Appleton Maine
where relatives lived and a trip to several sites in Nova Scotia where they acquired plants and then a
visit to New Brunswick was most important - establishing Eloise’s idea that her Garden was the first of
its kind - details on page 23.
On her return train trip to Minneapolis, via the northern route through Canada, there was a train wreck
in the wilds of Ontario. As a confirmed plant gatherer, Eloise found the wait for repairs rewarding in
that she located and brought home plants for the Garden. Some details of this are on page 160.
She explained later in an entry in “Annals of a Wild Garden” in an article titled “Occult Experiences of a
Wild Gardener” how she acquired plants she had been searching for - Sweet Gale (Myrica gale) and
Yellow Round-leaved Violet (Viola rotundifolia) and several other rarities. She wrote: “I wanted to find
sweet gale. I walked aimlessly for some distance and came right upon it. Then I tried the other side of
the railway in the same way, and successfully, for the yellow round-leaved violet.” In her log for
September 5th, she reported collecting near the town of Mackey, the following two plants which were
undoubtedly also collected at the train wreck site as Mackey is “in the wilds of Ontario.” More
experiences on page 23.
•

•

Woodsia ilvensis, Rusty Woodsia Fern. (M.C.). It is found in many parts of Minnesota and it is
interesting the Eloise had to import one for the Garden. It grows in rock crevices. Martha Crone
would plant many of these in the 1930s.
Rubus odoratus, Purple-flowering Raspberry. Not native
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While she was away, the summer weather in Minneapolis was fine with plenty of rain except that
August was fairly dry.

Autumn 1908
In the fall Eloise went on a plant-o-rama, first, in early September
with the plants she obtained on her summer visit back east and then
with plants obtained locally. The list of species new to the Garden
follows this text.
During the fall months Eloise would make special notes of certain
plants - plants she had not previously catalogued as being present in
the Garden. These included (with the date):
•
•

•
•
•

Drosera rotundifolia, Roundleaf Sundew. (M.C.) September 20th.
Photo at right.
Parnassia caroliniana, Grass of Parnassus. (M.C.) September 20th.
[Note: This species referenced by Eloise is not native to
Minnesota and it could not be growing in the wild of the Garden
area in 1908. There are many species of Parnassia, two of which
are native to Minnesota such as P. palustris and P. glauca. P.
Roundleaf Sundew (Drosera
rotundifolia) Photo ©G D Bebeau
palustris is not found in Hennepin County today, where the
Garden is located. P. glauca is the correct name as it is noted in
Flora of North America Volume 12, that P. caroliniana has been
misapplied to P. glauca in early references such as Britton, N.L., and A. Brown. 1913. An illustrated
flora of the northern United States, Canada and the British Possessions. 3 vols. Charles Scribner's Sons,
New York.
Pedata hederacea (now Glechoma hederacea), Ground Ivy (Creeping Charley). (M.C.) October 4th.
[Still present in the Garden today. This is an introduced plant that has naturalized].
Smilacina trifolia, Threeleaf False Lily-of-the-Valley, September 20th.
Spiraea, Foxtail Grass. Oct. 4th- [This is the common variety found in Minnesota, there are a large
number of species. Eloise does not specify the species. None are native - all species are introduced
and naturalized.]

In September the Crimson-eyed Rose Mallow (Hibiscus Moscheutos) planted in the spring was seen to
bloom. In October she planted more Showy Lady’s-slippers, Yellow
Lady’s-slipper, Pitcher plants, Turk’s Cap lilies, Blazing star (Liatris
scariosa, L. spicata, and L. cylindracea. See note below in the
references), Blue giant Hyssop, and more asters - White Heath Aster
(Many-flowered Aster) (Aster multiflorus - now- Symphyotrichum
ericoides ) [this was her first record of planting this species] and Silky
Aster (Western Silver Aster), Symphyotrichum sericeum.
On November 3rd she noted two clumps of Yellow Marsh Marigold
in bloom in the bog, which is not unusual for these plants to have a
fall re-bloom if the season is right like 1908 when October and
November temperatures were above the average norm. Eloise’s last
entry in her log was on November 28th when she noted three blue
jays chasing a Barred Owl out of the Garden. With the warm
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Crimson-eyed Rose Mallow
(Hibiscus Moscheutos). Photo Robert
H. Mohlenbrock @ USDA-NRCS

October and November temperatures there were no snowfalls until December when at mid-month
came an eleven inch snowfall.

New 1908 Plants
Spring 1908
•
•

Alnus incana, Gray Alder. Native Mahtomedi, MN.
Camptosorus rhizophyllus (Asplenium rhizophyllum), Walking Fern.
(M.C.) Native. Osceola, WI. [In Martha Hellander's book The Wild
Gardener and on the Friends website you can read about the adventures
of Eloise in obtaining this plant. She wrote up the experience in an
article titled "The Quest for the Walking Fern.” Photo right.

•
•
•
•
•

•

Coptis trifolia, Threeleaf Goldthread. (M.C.) Native, Osceola, WI.
Hibiscus Moscheutos, Crimson-eyed Rose Mallow. Not native,
Kelsey’s Nursery, NC. Photo previous page.
Malus coronaria, Sweet Crabapple (Narrow-leaved Crab). (M.C.)
Not native, Kelsey’s Nursery, NC
Oxalis violacea, Violet Wood Sorrel. (M.C.). Native; Mahtomedi,
MN. Photo page 22.
Ptelea trifoliata, Common Hop Tree. (M.C.) From Kelsey’s
Nursery, NC. [This plant is listed native but the only record is
from Hennepin County. (In the “Checklist of the Vascular Flora of
Walking Fern (Asplenium
Minnesota”,. Anita F. Cholewa, states that this tree is “known
rhizophyllum) Photo - Martha Crone
only from Hennepin Co. (last collected 1951), possibly planted,”
— could that be the Garden specimen planted by Eloise?]
Tradescantia virginiana, Virginia Spiderwort. Native, Mound, Mn. [This plant is sometimes listed as
native to Minnesota but there are no reported specimens at the
University Herbarium. It is known from one disjunct population in WI,
otherwise from southeastern IA, IL south and eastward. The only
source for the "native" listing at USDA is the reference from Gleason,
H.A. 1963. The New Britton and Brown illustrated flora of the Northeastern
United States and adjacent Canada. Hafner Publishing Co., Inc., New
York. Eloise’s source was in Mound, MN so the plant may have been
growing there but it is more probable that the species was Tradescantia
bracteata which is native and similar looking.] Photo page 22.

•

Trientalis borealis (now Trientalis borealis ssp. borealis), Starflower.
(M.C.) Native, from Osceola, WI. Photo page 22.
]

Summer 1908

Two plants - both are listed in the summer section above

Autumn 1908
•

Threeleaf Goldthread (Coptis
trifolia) Photo ©Kitty Kohout

Acorus calamus, Sweet Flag. Native, Stony Brook, MA. [Two
species have the base botanical name Eloise used - Acornis. I
have chosen the one that is native to Minnesota, the other, is now
classified Acorus americanus; both would have been available at Stony Brook.]
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•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anthoxanthum odoratum, Sweet Vernal Grass. Not native, Ipswich MA.
Azalea viscosa (now Rhododendron viscosum), Swamp Azalea. Not
native, Stony Brook, MA.
Campanula rotundifolia, Bluebell Bellflower (Harebell). (M.C.) Native.
Minnehaha (Minneapolis). Extant. Photo at right.
Cystopteris bulbifera, Bladder Fern (Bulblet Bladder Fern). (M.C.)
Native, Minnehaha (Minneapolis); Extant.
Gentiana crinita (now Gentianopsis crinita), Fringed Gentian. (M.C.)
Native. [A source is not given, nor the date of planting, but on
September 20th, Eloise noted a bloom on the plants that were installed
earlier in the season. This would be the first recorded notation of this
plant in the Garden.] Photo at right.
Habenaria psycodes (now Platanthera psycodes), Lesser Purple Fringed
Orchid. (M.C.) Native. Cambridge Nova Scotia. Photo on page 22.
Oxalis acetosella (now Oxalis montana), Mountain Wood Sorrel. (M.C.)
Native, Cambridge, Nova Scotia. Photo below.
Panax trifolius, Dwarf Ginseng. (M.C.) Native. Appleton, ME. (photo)
Penstemon albidus, White Penstemon. Native, Indian Mound (MN).
Photo on page 22.
Phegopteris dryopteria (now Gymnocarpium dryopteris), Oak Fern
(Western Oak Fern). Native, Evangeline Beach, Nova Scotia.
Phegopteris polypodioides (now Phegopteris connectilis), Longbeech Fern;
(M.C.) Native, Evangeline Beach, Nova Scotia.
Polygala paucifolia, Gaywings (Fringed Milkwort). (M.C.) Native,
Needham, MA. Photo below.
Polypody vulgare (now Polypodium virginianum), Rock (Common)
Polypody. (M.C.) Native, Minnehaha (Minneapolis).
Polystichum acrostichoides, Christmas Fern. (M.C.) Native, Cambridge,
Nova Scotia. Extant.
Sanguisorba canadensis, Canada Burnet. Not native, Ipswich, MA.
Spiraea tomentosa, Steeplebush. (M.C.) Native, Malden, MA.
Trichostema dichotomum, Forked bluecurls. Not native, Malden, MA.

Gaywings (Polygala paucifolia)
Photo ©Aaron Carlson, Wisconsin
Flora.

Dwarf Ginseng (Panax trifolius)
Photo ©Christopher Noll, Wisconsin
Flora.
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Harebell (Bluebell Bellflower)
(Campanula rotundifolia)

Fringed Gentian
(Gentianopsis crinita) Photo
Martha Crone

Mountain Wood Sorrel (Oxalis
montana) Photo ©Corey Raimond,
Wisconsin Flora

Lesser Purple Fringed Orchid
(Platanthera psycodes) Photo ©G D
Bebeau

Violet Wood Sorrel (Oxalis
violacea). Photo ©Christopher Noll,
Wisconsin Flora.

Starflower (Trientalis borealis)
Photo G D Bebeau

White Penstemon (Penstemon
albidus) Photo Mark J. Miller @
USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database

Virginia Spiderwort (Tradescantia
virginiana) Photo Jennifer Anderson @
USDA-NRCS

Photo at top of page 17 - Map of Glenwood Park in the early 1900s.
Note on Liatris.: Planting of Blazing Star: L. scariosa and L. spicata, both listed in her 1908 Garden Log,
are not native to Minnesota but her notes in 1908 state she obtained them from Ft. Snelling and from
Mahtomedi. Since some of these species are similar, perhaps she mis-identified them which may be the
case with L. scariosa as this is a species of the eastern coast, and as for L. spicata, perhaps it may have
existed, but like L. scariosa, none of the known varieties of these species has been collected in
Minnesota.
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Notes on the trip to Canada:

Another section from her “Occult Experiences
of a Wild Gardener”:

Imagine her surprise when Eloise Butler saw an
article in The Boston Transcript in 1908 that described
a “wild garden” in New Brunswick, Canada that
maintained more than 500 species of flowering plants
and had been established years earlier. (1) Until this
time she believed her garden in Glenwood Park was
original to the idea. So - what to do about it? You go
there and check it out! The New Brunswick garden
belonged to George Upham Hay (1843-1913). He was
a leading member of the Natural History Society of
New Brunswick (NHSNB), which was founded in
1880. He founded the herbarium in the group’s
museum and for the rest of his life he was chair its’
committee on botany. (2) In 1899 he announced the
existence of the wild garden in papers sent to to the
NHSNB and to the Royal Society of Canada (RSC).
This was 10 years after he bought the property. To the
NHSNB he noted that the garden would aim to
“[show] as far as the conditions would warrant, the
peculiarities and extent of the flora of New Brunswick.”(3)
This is similar to the wording in the petition
establishing the Minneapolis Garden: “The aims of this
garden would be to show plants as living things and their
adaptations to their environment, to display in miniature
the rich and varied flora of Minnesota.” (4)

At another time I wanted Gentiana puberula [Downy
Gentian] I had never gathered the plant. I only knew
that it grew on the prairie. So I betook myself to the
prairie and hunted until I was tired. Then I
bethought myself of my ghostly friends and
murmured, “Now, I will let ‘them’ push me.”
Thereupon, I wandered about, without giving
thought to my steps, and was just thinking, “The spell
won’t work this time,” when my feet caught in a
gopher hole and I stumbled and fell headlong into a
patch of the gentian.
Associates in botany have remarked to me, “You
always find the plant you look for.” I wished to get
some Leatherwood for the wild garden. It had died
out from the place where I had found it years ago.
One day a University student inadvertently asked
me, “Do you know Leatherwood?” “Indeed I do.
That is just what I wish most to see. Tell me where I
can find some and I will get it this very day.” Her
ideas of its whereabouts were vague. She had seen it
two years before near St. Thomas’ School, but on
what side of the buildings, or the road, she could not
tell. With this direction, I scoured all the region about
St. Thomas, without success. As it was then past the
dinner hour and high time for me to go home, I left
the place reluctantly and started for the streetcar.
Suddenly, without conscious volition, but obeying a
blind, unreasoning impulse, I turned and plunged on
a bee-line into the woods. “Eloise Butler,” I said to
myself, “what are you doing? You are due at home.”
But on I went and walked directly into a pocket lined
with Leatherwood in full blossom - - a place that I
had never visited before. The whole affair seeded
uncanny to me.

Hay’s garden was of two acres and located on his
private summer estate at Ingleside, near Westfield
NB. It was a private garden dedicated to study, not
open to the public for general viewing of plants.
Eloise wrote of her visit that the garden was “of vivid
interest” but her wild garden was “superior” as it was
larger, open to the public, and did not get flooded out
periodically by a small brook. (5) The similarities in
purpose and thought in the establishment of these
two “wild gardens” is remarkable. But the public
garden in Minneapolis had an advantage - there was
the hope of continuance when the founding person
left the scene, as it was part of a larger city park
system and had public support. Dr. Hay made no
provision for the longterm maintenance of his garden
and after his death in 1913 it fell into disuse and there
is now no trace of it.(6)
(1) The Wild Gardener, Martha Hellander, 1992, North Star
Press
(2) History of Saint John, City of Saint John, New Brunswick
(3) The Creative City of Saint John, by Christi Verduyn.
(4) Petition of citizens to the Board of Park Commissioners,
March 1907
(5) see note 1
(6) see note 3
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1909
Spring 1909
Publicity: 1909 is the year Eloise begins to publicize the Garden. This would take many forms over the
years, principally exhibits, lectures, newspaper articles and essays for publication in the circular
bulletin of the Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter of the Agassiz Association. She began this year on
Saturday evening March 27 at the Minneapolis Public Library with a lecture about the Wild Botanic
Garden in Glenwood Park. Theodore Wirth preceded her with a talk on the entire park system. (1)
The spring of 1909 began a busy season of planting for Eloise Butler even as she was completing the
year's teaching duties in the Minneapolis School System. Good snow depth during the early months of
the year (over 10 inches yet at the end of February) and March rains brought plenty of moisture to start
the spring season. As early as April 4th, she reported planting some Geum triflorum, which is commonly
called Old Man's Whiskers or Prairie Smoke. She had gathered these from the plateau area near
Minnehaha Falls.
The Cora Pease house in Malden MA. where Eloise visited in the summer of 1909. Photo by Martha Hellander.

24

On the May 19th Eloise planted a large number of species that she had
arranged to be sent from Gillett’s nursery in Southwick, Mass. A
number of these plants are not listed today on the Garden visitor
guides. Many of these were native to Minnesota and a few were not. Of
the plants received, some were introduced to the Garden for the first
time in the spring of 1909 (this being the first reference to them in her
Garden Log). The new spring species are listed after the autumn
section and a few are pictured at the right.
Within several days she had planted those along with a number of
trees and shrubs that were provided by the Park Board; these included:
Eastern White Pine, Red Pine, Balsam Fir, Northern White Cedar,
Eastern Red Cedar, Canada Yew, Sugar Maple, Black Walnut, Balsam
Poplar, White Ash and Green Ash, Mountain Ash, Honey Locust,
White Ash and Green Ash, Mountain Ash, Honey Locust and
Kentucky Coffeetree. Some of these went into an area she called the
“Pinetum” which she located on the west hillside overlooking the
wetland.

Twisted Stalk Lily (Streptopus
lanceolatus) Photo ©Robert W.
Freckman, Wisconsin Flora.

The selection from Gillett’s also included a number of ferns and fern
allies, six of which were planted for the first time in the Garden.
Throughout the spring she gathered plants from sites around
Minnesota including Big Island in Minnetonka, Point Douglas, Anoka
and Mahtomedi. Those not new and still represented in the Garden
today are:
Dwarf Trout Lily, Heartleaf Foamflower, Great St. Johnswort,
White Baneberry and Dogtooth Violet (Yellow Trout Lily).
She also found it noteworthy to record seeing these birds: Indigo
Bunting, Hermit Thrush, Peabody Bird, Myrtle Warbler, Maryland
Yellow Throat and bluebirds.

Summer 1909

Yellow Widelip Orchid (Liparis
loeselii) New Spring planting.
Photo ©R K Kupfer, Wisconsin
Flora.

Early and late summer during the early years of the Garden were busy
with planting new specimens and transplants. In June Eloise Butler
transplanted some lady-slippers from Anoka, MN; Hawkins, WI and
Mahtomedi, MN. Most were Greater Yellow Lady’s-slippers
(Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens) She also brought in from
Mahtomedi, MN- Buckbean (Menyanthes trifoliata), Yellow Clintonia
(Clintonia borealis), Tufted Loosestrife (Lysimachia thyrisiflora) and
Spiderwort (Tradescantia bracteata). The last two are still extant.
During July and August Eloise was able to leave the Garden and
return to the East Coast for a collecting expedition and a visit to
relatives. This would be the last summer trip back home. Her love of
tending the newly established Wild Flower Garden would keep her in
Minneapolis during the summer months. Future trips to Malden MA
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Narrowleaf Stoneseed
(Lithospermum incisum) Spring
planting. Photo Clarence A.
Rechenthin. Courtesy of USDA
NRCS Texas State Office.

would only occur after the Garden closed for the season. Eloise’s sister
Cora lived in Malden, so of course Cora was in on the duties of
collecting plants. Plants were collected from Round Pond MA, Stony
Brook MA, Bear Hill MA, Appleton ME, Union ME, Winter Pond MA
and Needham MA. The species count brought back to Minnesota was
almost 60. She noted all these in her garden log for September 4th.
Among these were plants still represented in the Garden today:
Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis), White Turtlehead (Chelone glabra),
and Fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium).
Many of these were native to Minnesota and a few were not. Those that
were introduced to the Garden for the first time in the summer of 1909
are listed after the autumn section.
Arrowhead Rattlebox
(Crotalaria sagittalis) Summer
From Mahtomedi again, she obtained Bottle Gentian (Gentiana
planting. Photo ©J. Carroll,
andrewsii); planted more Fireweed and Wild Sensitive Plant [This
Wisconsin Flora
listing is curious. Neither of the two varieties of Wild Sensitive Plant
are listed as being located in Minnesota]. From the parade ground at Ft.
Snelling (a prime collecting spot for Eloise) she obtained Jerusalem artichoke (Helianthus tuberosus).

The summer was fine weather wise. Temperatures stayed close to average and there was adequate
rainfall, including a 3 3/4 inch rain in mid-July.

Autumn 1909
The large assortment of plants shipped from the East Coast that was outlined in her September 4th
Garden Log entry certainly occupied a lot of Eloise Butler's time to plant but by September 12th she
was already recording additional plantings.
From the source in Mahtomedi again, Eloise Butler obtained Bottle Gentian (Gentiana andrewsii) and
planted more Fireweed. Additional sources of plants included the
parade ground at Ft. Snelling, Minnehaha, Washburn Park,
Glenwood Park itself (which surrounded the Garden), Glenwood
Springs just behind the Garden, Lake Minnetonka and some East
Coast nurseries. Plantings included these extant plants: (2)
Blue Cohosh, Canadian Milkvetch, Cup Plant, Jerusalem
Artichoke, Obedient Plant, False Hedge Bindweed, Common
Moonseed, Red Elderberry, Sweet Fern, and White Sage. Pale
Corydalis which is no longer extant.

The list of other plants introduced to the Garden for the first time
in the fall of 1909 follows this section.
The following two plants, were observed in the Garden for the first
time:
Cicuta maculata, Spotted Water Hemlock. (M.C.) Not Extant.
Polygala verticillata, Whorled Milkwort. (M.C.) Not Extant. Photo
page 31.
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Spotted Water Hemlock (Cicuta
maculata)

On September 23rd Eloise recorded finding six giant puffballs with the largest weighing over three pounds.

Temperatures in the fall fluctuated above and below average but early October saw a significant dip
below average and Eloise recorded a severe freeze on October 16. Precipitation was adequate and the
year ended with a snow depth of over 10 inches. A major storm in mid-November dropped 10 inches of
snow followed by several significant snowfalls in December. Thus ended a year of major
accomplishments for the Garden by Eloise Butler.
Historical photo at top of page 24 - the original Garden "Office" viewed from a woodland path - Martha Crone,
May 15, 1952

Historical Notes:
1. The lecture was announced in the Star Tribune on March 27, 1909 and was preceded by an
announcement about upcoming Library programs published on December 27, 1908 in the Star Tribune.
2. Some time prior to the fall of 1909, Eloise had an earthen dam placed across a small water channel
where water from the wetland drained northward. This structure created a small open pool in the
Garden. The dam was located on the south side of a tarvia path that bisected the wetlands of the area
from east to west. Beginning on September 12, 1909 she begins to reference in her log planting “in
pond;” “by pond;” and “near brook below dam.” The Bellman article which follows the text of year
1913 describes this dam
3. The experience Eloise and her fellow teachers had in collecting Squirrel Corn were written up in her
unpublished “Annals of the Wild Botanic Garden.” This episode is contained in “Experiences in
Collecting - 1911” on our website in the Garden History Archive. The Squirrel Corn episode is printed
below.
Experiences in Collecting: Who of the participants in the adventure can
ever forget about the acquisition of squirrel corn. Much to their delight, the
teachers of botany learned of a station for squirrel corn on one of the large
islands of Lake Minnetonka. This plant is local and is found abundantly in a
few favored places, unlike its relative, the Dutchman’s Breeches, which
grows all about us in rich woodlands. The squirrel corn has a similar foliage,
but the flowers are white and larger, and heart-shaped, like another of the
same genus – the cultivated bleeding heart – and are delightfully fragrant.
The name comes from the small, subterranean tubers – round and yellow,
like kernels of Indian corn.
After a long journey by water and pathless woodlands, the teachers came to
the designated place, where they stood aghast before a recently constructed
fence, some nine feet high, of strong, large meshed chicken wire, attached to
stout poles, with a row of barbed wire close to the ground, three more rows
of barbed wire at the top, surmounted by three horizontal rows of the same
sort.

Squirrel Corn (Dicentra
canadensis). New planting. Photo
©Elizabeth Parnis, Wisconsin
Flora.

Experienced as they were in getting over barriers of all sorts, they thought
this, at first, unsurmountable. Nevertheless, one of the party seized a trowel
and began to dig in desperation a passage-way under the fence. How long a
task this would have been is an undetermined question. Another collected long poles, which she wove in and out
over the top wires. These were draped by a thick waterproof recklessly sacrificed to the cause, and then the fence
was scaled and the plants gathered in deathly silence, from fear of arrest for trespass.
[The teachers] were then informed by a loyal neighbor of the owner of the property, who had deemed the fence
beyond their powers, of a hole on the other side of the enclosure, where a sewer was being dug, thorough which,
by dint of flattening themselves to the ground they wriggled and crawled like rats – dusty and triumphant!
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New Plants
Spring 1909
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aspidium braunii (now Polystichum braunii), Braun’s Holly Fern..(M.C.) Native. Gillett’s. Photo below
Asplenium thelypteroides (now (Deparia acrostichoides), Silvery Spleenwort (Silver False Spleenwort).
(M.C.) Native. Gillett’s, Extant. Photo below.
Botrychium ternatum (now Botrychium rugulosum), Ternate Grape Fern. Native
Cryptogramma stelleri, Slender Cliff Brake Fern. Native, from Minnehaha.
Dicentra canadensis, Squirrel Corn. (M.C.) Native, Big Island, Lake Minnetonka. (3) [See story and
photo on page 27]
Dicksonia punctilobula (now Dennstaedtia punctilobula), Hay-scented Fern (Eastern Hay-scented). Not
native, Gillett’s.
Gentiana linearis, Narrowleaf Gentian. Not native, Gillett’s. (There are several varieties of G. linearis.
Based on her source of Gillett’s in Southwick, it does not seem probable that she brought in the species that is
native to Minnesota, but which is not native to anywhere near the East Coast - the local species being a
variety of G. linearis now classified as Gentiana rubricaulis. It is more probable that what came was the species
native to the east coast. In 1911 Eloise brought in additional plants from the same source. However, in Martha
Crone’s 1951 census she lists the Narrowleaf Gentian, then present in the Garden, as Gentiana rubricaulis but
that is undoubtedly due to Martha herself having collected Narrowleaf Gentian on the North Shore of Lake
Superior in Minnesota in the summer of 1941, where Gentiana rubricaulis grows, and the old plants of Eloise
Butler having died out).

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Helianthus scaberrimus -(now Helianthus lateriflorus (pro sp.)) [pauciflorus _ tuberosus], Cheerfull
Sunflower. Native, Gillett’s.
Liparis loeselii, Yellow Widelip Orchid. Native, Gillett’s. Photo page 25.
Lithospermum angustifolium (now Lithospermum incisum), Narrowleaf Stoneseed. Native, Pt. Douglas,
MN, May 31st. Photo page 25.
Pellaea atropurpurea, Purple Cliff Brake Fern. (M.C.) Native, Gillett’s.
Streptopus roseus, Twisted Stalk Lily. (M.C.) This species is subdivided: There is a variety growing on
the east coast- (Streptopus lanceolatus var. roseus), which is probably what arrived from Gillett’s, and
there is a Minnesota native - Streptopus lanceolatus var. longipes). Photo page 25.
Taxus canadensis, Canada Yew (also called American Yew). (M.C.) Native, Gillett’s. Extant.
Veratrum viride, Green False Hellbore. (M.C.) Not native, Gillett’s.
Viburnum lantanoides), Hobblebush. Not native, Gillett’s.
Woodsia obtusa, Blunt-lobed Cliff Fern. (M.C.) Native, Gillett’s. Photo below.

Blunt-lobe Cliff Fern
(Woodsia obtusa) Photo
©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin
Flora

Braun's Holly Fern (Polystichum
braunii). Photo ©Eric J. Epstein
Wisconsin Flora
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Silvery Spleenwort
(Deparia acrostichoides).
Photo G D Bebeau

Summer 1909
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aspidium noveboracense (now Thelypteris noveboracensis), New York Fern. (M.C.) Malden, MA. Not
native
Asplenium platyneuron, Ebony Spleenwort. (M.C.) Bear Hill, MA. Native
Cassia nictitans (now Chamaecrista nictitans ssp. nictitans var. nictitans), Wild Sensitive Plant
(Sensitive partridge pea). Not native. Winter Pond, MA.
Chimaphila maculata, Striped Prince’s Pine Not native. Stony Brook, MA.
Chiogenes hispidula (now Gaultheria hispidula), Creeping Snowberry. (M.C.) Native. Appleton, ME.
Corallorhiza maculata, Coralroot. Native. Bear Hill, MA. (photo below)
Coreopsis rosea, Pink Tickseed. Not native. Round Pond, MA.
Crotalaria sagittalis, Arrowhead Rattlebox. (M.C.) Native. Winter Pond, MA. Photo page 26.
Dalibarda repens (now Rubus dalibarda), Dalibarda (Robin runaway). Not native. Appleton, ME.
[Listed at USDA as in Minnesota, but the sole source for this is H. A. Gleason, The New Britten and Brown
Illustrated Flora of the Northeastern US and Adjacent Canada, 1963. There are no specimens in the MN Herbarium
and no listed observations.]

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Desmodium rotundifolium, Prostrate Tick-trefoil. Not native. Stony Brook, MA.
Drosera longifolia, English Sundew. Native. Needham, MA. Photo pg 31.
Gratiola aurea, Golden Hedge Hyssop. Native. Winter Pond. Photo pg. 31.
Habenaria hookeri (now Platanthera hookeri), Hooker’s Orchid. Native.
Bear Hill, MA. (photo at right)
Houstonia purpurea, Venus’ Pride. Not native. Malden, MA.
Kalmia angustifolia, Lambskill (Sheep Laurel) Not native. Stony
Brook, MA. [This plant is poisonous to grazing animals].
Lilium philadelphicum, Wood Lily. (M.C.) Native. Bear Hill. MA.
Extant.
Lindernia dubia, False Pimpernel. Native. Malden, MA.
Medeola virginiana, Cucumber Root (Indian Cucumber). (M.C.) Not
native. Needham, MA . [Listed at USDA as in Minnesota, but the sole
source for this is M. L. Fernald, Grays Manual of Botany, 8th Ed, 1950. There
are no specimens in the MN Herbarium and no listed observations.] Photo
pg. 30.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Hooker’s Orchid (Platanthera
hookeri) Photo ©Corey
Raimond, Wisconsin Flora.

Mitchella repens, Partridge Berry. (M.C.) Native. Malden, MA. [In
later years Martha Crone would plant this species many times.
Extant]
Monotropa uniflora, Indian Pipe. (M.C.) Native. Malden, MA. Photo pg
30.
Myosotis laxa, Bay forget-me-not. Native. Malden, MA.
Pogonia Juss., Pogonia. Native. Appleton, ME.
Saxifraga virginiensis, Early Saxifrage. Native. Needham, MA.
Silene nivea, Evening Campion. Native. Needham, MA.
Solidago bicolor, White Goldenrod. Not native. Malden, MA.
Spiranthes cernua, Nodding Lady’s Tresses. (M.C.) Native. Winter Pond,
MA. Photo pg. 30.
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus, Coral Berry (Indian Currant). Naturalized
- escapee from cultivation or from its native area further south. Not
Coralroot (Corallorhiza maculata)
native. Malden, MA. Photo pg. 31.
Photo ©Robert Bierman Wisconsin
Vaccinium vitis-idaea, Lingonberry. Native. Appleton, ME.
Flora
Woodwardia virginica, Virginia Chain Fern. (M.C.) Not native.
Malden, MA.
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Xyris flexuosa (now Xyris torta), Slender Yellow-eyed Grass. Native. Appleton, ME.

Nodding Lady's Tresses
(Spiranthes cernua) Photo ©Merle

Cucumber Root (Medeola
virginiana) Photo ©Kenneth J.
Sytsma, Wisconsin Flora

Indian Pipe (Monotropa
uniflora) Photo G D Bebeau

Autumn 1909
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Andromeda glaucophylla (now Andromeda polifolia var. glaucophylla), Bog Rosemary. (M.C.) Native.
Glenwood Park - Photo page 31.
Alisma plantago (now Alisma triviale), Northern Water Plantain. Native. Washburn Park. Extant.
Artemisia caudata (now Artemisia campestris ssp. caudata), Field Sagewort (Field Wormwood, Tall
Wormwood). Native. (M.C.) Source not specified.
Brasenia schreberi, Water Shield. Native. Mahtomedi, MN. Photo pg. 31.
Cassia nictitans (now Chamaecrista nictitans ssp. nictitans var. nictitans), Wild Sensitive Plant
(Sensitive Partridge Pea). Mahtomedi MN. [Also planted in the Summer from Winter Pond. This
listing is curious. None of the varieties or subspecies of Wild Sensitive Plant are listed as being
located in Minnesota.]
Dalea alopecuroides (now- Dalea leporina), Foxtail Prairie Clover. Native. Washburn Park.
Gerardia flava (now Aureolaria flava var. flava), Smooth Yellow False Foxglove. Mahtomedi, MN [This
listing is curious. None of the varieties of this plant are listed as being located in Minnesota.]
Lemna trisulca, Star Duckweed. Native. Minnehaha.
Lobelia dortmanna, Dortmann’s Cardinal Flower. Native. From Appleton Maine.
Mimulus glabratus var. jamesii, James’ Monkey flower. Native. Glenwood Springs.
Polygala sanguinea, Purple Milkwort. Native. (M.C.) Mahtomedi, MN. Photo pg. 31.
Potentilla palustris (now-Comarum palustre), Marsh Cinquefoil (Purple Marshlocks). Native.
Glenwood Park.
Rhexia virginica, Virginia Meadow Beauty (Deer Grass, Handsome Harry). Winter Pond, MA. Not
native.
Rotala ramosior, Lowland Rotala. Native. Mahtomedi, MN. Photo pg. 31.
Steironema lanceolatum (now Lysimachia hybrida), Lowland Yellow Loosestrife. Native. Mahtomedi,
MN. Photo pg. 31.

30

Coral Berry (Symphoricarpos
orbiculatus) Photo G D Bebeau

English Sundew (Drosera
anglica) Photo ©Robert R. Kowa
Wisconsin Flora

Bog Rosemary (Andromeda
polifolia) Photo ©Joanne Kline,
Wisconsin, Flora

Purple Milkwort (Polygala
sanguinea) Photo ©Merle R. Black
Wisconsin Flora

Golden Hedge Hyssop (Gratiola
aurea) Photo ©Kitty Kohout,
Wisconsin Flora.

Lowland Rotala (Rotala ramosior)
Photo Robert H. Mohlenbrock @
USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database
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Water Shield (Brasenia schreberi)
Photo ©Robert Bierman, Wisconsin
Flora

Whorled Milkwort (Polygala
verticillata) Photo ©Emmet J.
Judziewicz Wisconsin Flora

Lowland Yellow Loosestrife
(Lysimachia hybrida) Photo
©David Seils Wisconsin Flora

1910
Winter 1909-1910
This winter would be the second to the last for Eloise Butler to
teach in the Minneapolis School System. While Miss Butler was
busy with her full time job her precious Garden rested under a
blanket of snow. 1909 ended with over 10 inches of snow depth
and with frequent snowfalls in January and February,
interspersed with hard cold snaps in early January and late
February, the snow cover averaged around 14 to over 16 inches
until an above average warm spell occurred at the beginning of
March. This warm spell was to last until mid-April, during which
time there was little precipitation.
During the school year Eloise contributed an article to School
Science and Mathematics, Vol. 10, 1910, in which she advocated for
"The Wild Botanic Garden,” the name she and her fellow Botany
teachers gave the Garden (a slight change from the “Natural
Botanic Garden” that appeared in the 1907 petition to form the
Garden. She wrote:

Eloise Butler, ca 1910-20 at birch tree
grove. Note the peace officers star on
her jacket. She wore this frequently to
assert some authority over mis-behaving
visitors.Photo courtesy Minneapolis
Public Library, Minneapolis Collection

A paramount idea is to perpetuate in the garden its’
primeval wildness. All artificial appearances are avoided
and plants are to be allowed to grow as they will and
without any check except what may be necessary for
healthful living. . . Each plant when procured, is to be
given an environment as similar as possible to that from which it came, and then left to take
care of itself.

She also wrote in that article of her rule to include only plants native to the state or naturalized in
Minnesota - a rule she ignored when certain specimens became available because she had already
established in her mind that everything that could grow here should be tried. This was not the intent of
the original petition creating the space. She considered instead that it should be like an arboretum
rivaling if not exceeding those famous ones in the east.(1)
Eloise would continue to advocate for the Wild Botanic Garden throughout 1910. Later in the year she
delivered a paper at the meeting of the Minnesota Academy of Science and also had an exhibit about
the Garden at the Minnesota State Fair. The paper for the Academy address was published by the
Academy in 1911. In her paper she described parts of her Garden and gave this summary:
A wild garden is beautiful at all seasons. After the heavy frosts and before the kindly snow
covers up in the cultivated gardens the unsightly bare earth – suggestive of newly made
graves – and the dead bodies of herbs, and the tender exotics, stiffly swathed in winding
sheets of burlap or straw, awaiting the spring resurrection, I turn with pride and relief to the
wild garden, whose frozen ruins are graciously hidden by the shrubs, which then enliven the
landscape with their glowing stems and fruits. And how lovely are the waving plumes of the
grasses, how endless the varieties of seed-pods, how marvelous the modes of seed-dispersion!
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The eye, no longer distracted by the brilliant flower-mosaics, sees the less flaunting beauty
and rediscovers “the commonplace of miracle.”

Spring 1910
Beginning with the spring of 1910 and for all the following years, Eloise Butler would remain in the city
to be near her Garden. Once she had retired from teaching in 1911, her former summer trips back east
to visit her sister Cora would now be restricted to the winter months. March 1910 was the warmest
March in all local history down to the present day, allowing Garden activities to start early.
Eloise began her Garden activities around March 21st, while the
school year was still in session. She noted on that date that the frost
was out of the ground and that she planted three Skunk cabbages
(Symplocarpus foetidus) from a source in Minnetonka plus she
planted some Dutchman’s Breeches (Dicentra cucullaria) (photo at
top of previous page) in the "swamp."

Shown below are some of the new
species Eloise introduced in the
Spring of 1910

She continued extensive planting for the next three weeks. This first
group includes species that are still extant in the Garden and can be
viewed by visitors. These include:
Blue Violets, False Rue Anemone, American Cranberrybush,
Jacob's Ladder, Twoleaf Miterwort, New England Asters,
Ninebark, Self-heal, Shooting Star and Witch Hazel.

She reported on the 14th of April that she replanted a variety of
trees in the “Pinetum” to replace those destroyed by fire, which
indicates an early spring grass fire had done some damage. As only
the original 3 acres were fenced at this time, it could have been set
by someone also. In April 1934 there was another fire in this area
that started outside the Garden fence, (fence of 1924 vintage)
consumed a small building and did some damage within the
Garden. (The "Pinetum" was located west of the wetland in what is
now the NW hillside corner of the Woodland Garden.)

Widows-frill (Silene stellata)

April 17th brought snow and heavy frost for the next three nights
but new planting continued. Some of the sources for her plants were
on the East Coast: Kelsey’s Nurseries, Boxford MA and Gillett’s
Nursery, Southwick, MA. Local sources included Groveland Park,
St. Paul; Fort Snelling; Osceola, WI; Mahtomedi; Glenwood Park;
and Cokato, MN.
Eloise noted that from Osceola see obtained Steironema ciliatum now named Lysimachia ciliata, which is Fringed Loosestrife, and only
“discovered that the latter was indigenous and abundant!” On April
18th "Robert-runaway" was in bloom. This is an interesting name
and while she gives no scientific name or other reference it must be
the planting from 1909 of Dalibarda repens which is sometimes
called Robin-runaway.
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Yellow Star Grass (Hypoxis hirsuta)
Photo ©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin Flora

In May her plantings of plants already in the Garden and still extant
today included:
Northern Bush Honeysuckle, Goldenseal, Large Flowered
Trillium, Nodding Wild Onion, Northern Bedstraw, Prairie
Rose, Red Baneberry, Shrubby St. Johnswort, Snow Trillium,
Spiderwort and Sissileleaf Bellwort (Wild Oats).
Eloise also brought into the Garden a number of plants that are not
listed today on the Garden visitor guides. Many of these were native
to Minnesota and a few were not. A listing of these new plants
follows the autumn section.
Two newspaper articles were published about the Garden in the
spring. There is no by-line and the text may have been written
mostly by Eloise herself. In the April 3 article where she is said to be
"practically the mother of the garden," it is mentioned that only the
Pasque Flower is in bloom. It had been recently planted by Eloise. A
long list of plants is covered, discussing the natives vs those
introduced.(2) A May 22 article sets out the lay of the land, why the
garden was established, difficulties in finding certain plants - all
written similarly to other early articles Eloise wrote about the early
garden.(3)

Groundplum Milkvetch (Astragalus
crassicarpus) Photo ©Derek
Anderson, Wisconsin Flora

Eloise kept notes of the arrival of various birds, noting the arrival on
May 8th of the Peabody Birds (An older term for a White Throated
Sparrow). On May 28th she noted the Large Twayblade, (Liparis
lilifolia), was in bloom. This was her first sighting of it in the Garden
(photo at right). Twenty five years later Martha Crone would report
replanting this species. On the same date Eloise noted that she
“stroked the back of a baby crow that sat motionless on a low bough
in the swamp.”
Despite the mid-April cold snap, the spring weather was actually
quite warm with average temperatures well above average from
mid-March to the end of April, with the pattern repeating in June.

Large Twayblade, (Liparis lilifolia)
(Photo © Merle R. Black, Wisconsin
Flora)

Summer 1910
Summer began very hot and dry. Eloise noted less water in the swamp than ever before. There had
been little spring precipitation and there were only two rainfalls in May and June that exceeded a
quarter inch of rain.
Her planting work continued all summer. Plants arrived from Malden, Mass - these would have been
shipped by her sister Cora Pease - and from New Hampshire. In addition, Eloise combed the local
sources such as Fort Snelling; Clinton Ave. and 27th St.; Savage, MN; Cambridge, MN; Glenwood
Springs; Breezy Point, Minnetonka; and Minnehaha Park.
A list of plants introduced into the Garden during the summer months, for which 1910 is the first year
they occur in her log, follows the autumn section.
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A few of the more unusual plants (that had also been planted in
previous years) were Moccasin Flower (Cypripedium acaule); Smooth
Forked Nailwort, (Anychia dichotoma) and Tall Wormwood
(Artemisia caudata - now named Artemisia campestris subsp. caudata).
Only the Tall Wormwood would still exist in 1951 when Martha
Crone took a complete plant inventory and it is no longer extant.

New Summer species

There was also a planting of species already in the Garden, that still
exist in the Garden today, including:
Cup Plant, Flowering Spurge, Gray-headed Coneflower, Great Blue
Lobelia, Heartleaf 4-O'clock, Hedge Bindweed, Purple Prairie
Clover, Stiff Coreopsis, Stiff Goldenrod, Veiny Pea, White Prairie
Clover, Whorled Milkweed.

Eloise also noted for the first time the presence in the Garden of
these three native plants and thus they are indigenous:
Geum macrophyllum, Large-leaf Avens (Big-leaved Avens). Not
extant.
Potentilla norvegica, Norwegian cinquefoil (Rough Cinquefoil), (M.
C.). Not extant.
Asclepias phytolaccoides (now Asclepias exaltata), Poke Milkweed.
Extant.

Carolina Larkspur, (Delphinium
carolinianum); Photo ©Merle R.
Black, Wisconsin Flora

The Showy Lady‘s-slipper (Cypripedium reginae) bloomed on June 23
which was quite late in the range of dates for that plant to bloom.
The more unusual things that Eloise would report in her Garden Log
included the Goldenrod being already in bloom on July 19th and of
seeing a snake swallowing a frog.

Autumn 1910
Eloise noted the return of Cedar waxwings on September 8th, which
would be an early date for their migration. September 10th she found
two large puffballs in Puffball Flats.

Curly-cup Gumweed,(Grindelia
squarrosa)

A few more plantings occurred in the autumn, including additional
quantities of these plants, which still exist in the Garden today:
Bottle Gentian, Flowering spurge, Gray-headed Coneflower,
Leadplant, Purple Prairie Clover, White Prairie Clover.
Eloise also planted more Wild Yam (Dioscorea villosa), [still extant]
-which she had previously planted in 1907 and 1909, and Tansy
(Tanacetum vulgare) (photo next page). The latter is not native but
introduced to North America and is in fact considered today a noxious
weed in many states and removal is recommended - but it is pretty. See
noted planting it next to the Creeping Charlie (Glechoma hederacea) another invasive, in order to keep Charlie under control!
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Wild Yam (Dioscorea villosa).

On October 22nd a dozen bulbs of Canada Lily (Lilium canadense) and a
dozen bulbs of Turk’s cap Lily (Lilium superbum) all from Northrup King,
were planted. That was her last recorded planting of the season. No new
species were introduced in the autumn.
Her last Garden log entry was on November 12th when she sited a pair
of Bohemian waxwings.
In the fall she delivered a paper at the meeting of the Minnesota
Academy of Science and the text of which is what was probably
published in September 1911 in the Bulletin of the Minnesota Academy of
Science. The partial text of that is found on the website. She also began
an exhibit about the Garden at the Minnesota State Fair. A photo of the
exhibit shown in the Minneapolis Tribune on September 9. We believe
1910 is the first year because she wrote in the 1911 Annual Report of the
Board of Park Commissioners that “A second exhibit of the Garden was
made at the State Fair.”

Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare)

It was a large exhibit consisting of 54 species of trees, 84 shrubs
and 400 herbs. Over 100 photographs taken by Mary Meeker,
many colored by hand, were on display including several large
photos of Garden scenes. The exhibit of correctly named wild
flowers won the first premium. The photos then went to the
public library for display. (4)
The fall weather continued warmer than average in most of
October with very little rain and only about four inches of snow
before New Years. This was very different from the prior year
when there was ample moisture that left a good snow pack
coming into 1910. But once the snows stopped in February, 1910
had turned very dry. As of 2021, the year 1910 was still the
driest in modern history with only 11.54 inches of precipitation. March was the warmest March in all
history. The 1910-1911 school year was now in session and this would be the last year of teaching for
Eloise as she would retire in the spring of 1911.

NOTES:
(1) “Wild Flower Garden City Park's Feature" Minneapolis Tribune March 26, 1911. Copy -page 275.
(2) "Beautiful Flower Beds All Ready to Blossom," Minneapolis Tribune, April 3, 1910. Copy - page 274.
(3) "Glenwood Garden Spot Real Mirror of Nature," Minneapolis Tribune, May 22, 1910. Copy - page 274
(4) Article in Minneapolis Tribune, September 9, 1910 and Twenty-ninth Annual Report of the Board of Park
Commissioners.
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New Plants
Spring 1910
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anemone patens ssp. multifida, Pasque Flowers (Cutleaf Anemone); (M.C.). Minnehaha
(Minneapolis). Native.
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi), Bearberry (Kinnikinnick); (M.C.). Kelsey's Nursery, North Carolina. Native.
Photo.
Aristolochia macrophylla, Pipevine (Dutchman's Pipe), (M.C.).
Jewell's Nursery, Lake City, MN (Note - present in Minnesota, but
introduced).
Astragalus caryocarpus (now Astragalus crassicarpus var.
crassicarpus), Groundplum Milkvetch (Ground Plum); (M.C.).
Minnehaha (Minneapolis). Native. Photo pg 34.
Betula lenta, Sweet Birch. Kelsey’s Nursery, North Carolina. Not
native.
Castilleja coccinea, Scarlet Indian Paintbrush, (M.C.). Fort Snelling
and Mahtomedi, MN. Native. Photo.
Castilleja sessiliflora, Yellow Indian Paintbrush (Downy Painted
Cup). Fort Snelling. (Note: Eloise does not give a botanical name,
Bearberry (Arctostaphylos uvabut this species is the only Yellow Paintbrush native to MN and in
ursi) Photo ©Christopher Noll,
Wisconsin Flora.
the area of her collection so we presume it is this species.)
Chrysosplenium sp., Golden Saxifrage. Osceola, WI. Native.
Coreopsis lanceolata, Lance-leaf Tickseed. Jewell's Nursery, Lake
City, MN and Gillett's Nursery, Mass. Native.
Cystopteris fragilis, Brittle (Fragile) Bladder Fern. Excelsior
Springs, MO. Native.
Elaeagnus argentea (now Elaeagnus commutata), Silverberry. Jewell's
Nursery, Lake City, MN. Native.
Epipactis repens (now Goodyera repens), Lesser Rattlesnake
Plantain, (M.C.). Kelsey's Nursery, North Carolina. Native.
Hypoxis hirsuta, Common Goldstar (Yellow star grass); (M.C.).
Cokato, MN. Native. Photo pg. 33.
Melanthium virginicum (nowVeratrum virginicum), Virginia
Bunchflower. Kelsey's Nursery, North Carolin. Not native.
Silene stellata, Widow’s Frill (Starry Campion); (M.C.). Kelsey's
Nursery, North Carolina. Native. Photo pg. 33.
Scarlet Indian Paintbrush
Ranunculus flabellaris, Yellow Water Buttercup. Mahtomedi, MN.
(Castilleja coccinea) Photo ©Merle
R. Black, Wisconsin Flora
Native.
Silene virginica, Fire Pink, (M.C.). Kelsey's Nursery, North
Carolina. Not native.
Valeriana edulis, Tobacco Root (Tap-rooted Valerian or Edible Valerian); (M.C.). Fort Snelling
(Minneapolis). Native.
Viburnum cassinoides (now Viburnum nudum var. cassinoides), Withe-rod, (M.C.). Jewell's Nursery,
Lake City, MN. Not native.
Viburnum pubescens (now Viburnum dentatum var. dentatum), Southern Arrowwood. Osceola, WI.
Not native.
Viola pedatifida, Larkspur (Prairie) Violet. Minnehaha (Minneapolis). Native.
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Summer 1910
•
•

•
•
•

•

Bidens beckii, Beck’s Water Marigold. Brownie's Pond, Minneapolis.
Native.
Delphinium penardii (now Delphinium carolinianum ssp. virescens),
Carolina Larkspur. Brownie's Pond, Minneapolis Native. Photo pg
35
Grindelia squarrosa, Curly-cup Gumweed, (M. C.). Glenwood Park
(Minneapolis). Native.
Mimulus ringens, Allegheny Monkey Flower (Square Stemmed
Monkey Flower), (M. C.). Savage, MN. Native. Extant. Photo.
Moneses uniflora, Single Delight (One-flowered Pyrola), (M. C.).
New Hampshire - not specified but probably William's Nursery in
Exeter which is a source she used. Native. Photo.
Polygonum hydropiper, Water Pepper (Marshpepper knotweed), (M. C.).
Peninsula. Not native.

•
•

Single Delight (One-flowered
Pyrola), (Moneses uniflora);
Photo ©Robert W. Freckman,
Wisconsin Flora

Sagittaria variabilis (now Sagittaria latifolia), Broadleaf Arrowhead
(Duck Potato). Brownie’s Pond, Mpls. Native. Extant. Photo.
Stachys palustris, Marsh Hedge Nettles Zumbra Heights, (Minnetonka MN.) Native. Photo.

Marsh Hedge Nettles, (Stachys
palustris)

Allegheny Monkey Flower
(Square Stemmed Monkey
Flower) (Mimulus ringens)

Autumn 1910
No new species.
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Broadleaf Arrowhead (Duck
Potato), (Sagittaria latifolia)

1911
Winter 1910-1911
The early months of 1911 continued from 1910 the trend of warmer than
normal temperatures. There was a little snow in January and February
but by mid-February, all was melted. March had minimal precipitation.
A pivotable moment: This winter was the last for Eloise Butler to teach in
the Minneapolis School System. Her retirement was announced in the
spring of 1911. This is the year when Eloise Butler became the permanent
caretaker of a unique wild flower garden that she helped create, and the
space would achieve some permanence that up to now it lacked. Since
1907 the garden had been in the care of the high school teachers, Eloise
being the lead person. On retirement Eloise was going to return to the
East Coast unless some permanent arrangement could be made for her to
care for the Garden.(1) Were it not for what followed next, this history
would not have happened.

The north side of 20 Murray Hill
Road, Malden Mass. where Eloise
would spend every Winter from
1911/12 onwards. Photo from 1988
by Martha Hellander.

On April 5, 1911 the Garden Club of Minneapolis, meeting in the mayor's
reception room at city hall, passed a resolution recommending to the Park Board that Eloise Butler be
appointed curator of the Garden and that the space be set aside as a permanent wild flower garden.(2)
They were joined on June 5th by the Woman's Club in presenting a petition to the Park Board signed by
several hundred persons. They stated that Miss Butler was prepared to begin introducing a number of
plants to the space to make it representative of the plants native to the state. The Board did not have
any opposition to the proposal but required it to go through the committee process.(1)
On June 9 both groups appeared before the Finance and Improvement Committee.(3) The committee
approved as did the full Park Board when it met, but her salary was to be paid by the Woman's Club
until 1912 with the understanding that the position was to be permanent. In February of 1912, the Park
Board took over the payment of $60 per month for seven months each year as previously agreed and
thus Eloise Butler remained in Minneapolis to make history.(4) 1911 would prove to be a busy year for
Eloise.
What Eloise was thinking of if the space could be made permanent was explained in a long article in
the newspaper about the Wild Flower Garden.(5) This may have been a bit of preemptive lobbying for
what she wanted. The article highlighted the natural features of the place, and stated that there were
already 452 species of herbaceous plants and 51 shrubs in the Garden. The way the area was
maintained was explained in the same manner as Eloise wrote about later in September (see autumn
section). She was developing the following ideas:
1. There was no reason to limit the plant selection to Minnesota plants. Everything that could
grow here should be tried. While this was not the intent of the original petition creating the
space, she considered instead that it should be like an arboretum rivaling if not exceeding those
famous ones in the east.
2. There should be a building nearby where visitors could rest, find reference books and
photographs. In 1915 she would have her own building built right within the Garden.
3. A herbarium should be established. Years later Martha Crone started one.
4. The space needs to be enlarged. It was already seven acres at this time due to requests from
the teachers to add more to their care. Eloise was ready to ask for more acreage to be
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appropriated and that was done when the space for the Garden was made permanent eventually reaching 25 acres in the 1920s.
Public Essays
As the new official curator of the Wild Botanic Garden (the name at that time), Eloise began a series of
weekly essays that were published in the Sunday Minneapolis Tribune. These ran from April through
September. A former student of hers and now a teacher at South High School, Mary Meeker, provided
photographs for illustration.

Spring 1911
Eloise began notations of her 1911 Garden activities on March 13th when she noted seeing Red polls
and crows and found the Rose Rhodobryum Moss (Bryum roseum - now classified as Rhodobryum
roseum) growing in the Garden. She began planting early with Skunk Cabbages (Symplocarpus foetidus)
Hepaticas, Wild Blue Phlox (Phlox divaricata) and Eastern False Rue Anemone (Enemion biternatum - old
classification was Isopyrum biternatum), all from the source at Minnehaha Park and put in the ground on
March 25th due to the mild weather. Early April was a period of much snow so not much was done
until the end of April when a number of trees were planted. She specifically mentions Shagbark
hickories, Butternuts, Buckeyes, Black spruce and Red Pines - all obtained from Strand’s nursery in
Taylor's Falls, MN. [Shagbark Hickories were planted again 100 years
later in 2011 by Curator Susan Wilkins.]
On April 15 Eloise noted Ranunculus fascicularis in bloom. (Photo at
right) This is the Early Buttercup. Curiously and while native to the
state, it is not noted as present in Hennepin County in any later plant
surveys. It has been found to exist only in scattered counties of the
south half of the state but not Hennepin. This is her first mention of the
species; it was not listed in her 1907 census. No longer extant in the
Garden.
With the warmer weather of May, Eloise was busy with a large
shipment of plants from Gillett’s Nurseries in Southwick MA, that she
had arranged for over the winter.

Early Buttercup (Ranunculus
fascicularis) Photo ©Merle R.
Black, Wisconsin Flora

Eloise also brought into the Garden a number of new species in 1911.
Many of these were native to Minnesota and a few were not. A listing of
most of those plants introduced this spring to the Garden for the first time
is found following autumn section. A number of them came from Gillett’s
Nursery on the east coast.
Note: 1911 saw the founding of the Native Plant Garden within the
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, thus post-dating the Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden by 4 years
In April Eloise began the weekly series of essays in the Tribune. The
column lead-ins and publication dates were:
• Pasque Flowers at Easter Time Proclaim Yearly Spring Miracle. April 16
• Anemones, Hepaticas and Buttercups Prominent in Crowfoot Family.
April 30
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Large Cranberry (Vaccinium
macrocarpon) Photo ©Merel
R. Black, Wisconsin Flora. A
new Spring introduction.

• Bloodroots, Marsh Marigolds, Adder’s Tongues and Dutchman’s Breeches - May 7
• Plum Blossoms, Skunk Cabbage, and Modest Jack-in-pulpit among May Arrivals That Please Lover of Life
in the Woods. May 14
• Beautiful Large-Flowered Trilliums Grace Minnetonka Wood in May; Violets, Forest, Hillside and Prairie
Varieties Flourish near Minneapolis. May 21
• Geum, Early Meadow Rue, Lousewort, Phlox and Hoary Puccoon Are Described as Wild Beauties in Miss
Butler’s Weekly Article. May 28
You can read the complete essays in Martha Hellander’s Book on Eloise Butler - The Wild Gardener and
on the Friends website.
Shown below are three of the new spring introductions.

Two-flower Dwarf
Dandelion (Krigia biflora)
Photo ©Aaron Carlson,
Wisconsin Flora.

Green Arrow Arum
(Peltandra virginica) Photo
©Robert W. Freckman,
Wisconsin Flora

Spreading Woodfern
(Dryopteris expansa) Photo
©Emmett J. Judziewicz,
Wisconsin Flora

Summer 1911
There is a gap in the Garden Log between May 17 and June 10th. The reason was that Eloise was in an
accident and hospitalized at Asbury Hospital. The Minneapolis Tribune reported on May 25 "Miss Butler
Leaves Hospital" that she was sufficiently recovered to be released. She and Mary Meeker had been on
a plant collecting excursion to Bloomington when she was thrown from her buggy and sustained a
fracture of the right arm and serious injury to her hip. The Tribune states the accident was on May 9, but
her log indicates she was planting on May 17 and could not have been injured. Either her log date is
wrong or the Tribune is wrong and maybe May 19 makes more sense for the accident date.
The summer plantings were all plants growing in the vicinity of the Twin Cities and thus can be
considered better candidates for inclusion in the Wild Garden than some of those received from
Gillett’s in the spring. Planted and still present were Toothwort (Crinkleroot) (Cardamine diphylla - old
classification of Dentaria diphylla), Sharplobe Hepatica (Hepatica acutiloba - now - Anemone acutiloba),
Northern Bush Honeysuckle (Diervilla Lonicera), Nodding Wild Onion (Allium cernum), and Yellow
Lady’s Slipper (Cypripedium calceolus - now - Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens).
The complete list of Summer introductions follows the autumn section.
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Eloise noted in early July of seeing these two plants: Scaldweed (Cuscuta gronovii), (also commonly
known as Dodder, a family of parasitic plants,) growing on an aster and Cutleaf Water parsnip (Berula
erecta) - no longer extant. (Photo right.) The Allegheny Monkeyflower
(Mimulus ringens) that she planted in 1910 was in bloom on June 28.
(photo on page 38)
The early summer was above normal in temperature, but from July
onward through October temperatures were mostly within the average
norms. Rainfall however, was another matter. The rains that began in
May were heavy all summer with four in excess of two inches each.
1911 would end up the wettest year in recorded history until 2016 with
a total 40.15 inches of precipitation.
The Showy lady‘s-slipper (Cypripedium reginae) bloomed on June 10
almost two weeks earlier that 1910.

Cutleaf Water Parsnip (Berula
erecta); Photo ©Merle R. Black,
Wisconsin Flora

Public Essays
The series of weekly essays that were published in the Sunday Minneapolis Tribune from April through
September continued during the summer months. The column lead-ins and publication dates were:
• Hawthorn of World Fame through Poetry and Prose of England, Virginian Waterleaf, White Lily and Geranium
Featured in June. June 4.
• Wild Roses Know When it is June, According to Miss Butler, Who Describes Blossoms that Delight the Rambler Outof-doors. June 11.
• Painted Cup Notable among Wild Flowers Found near Minneapolis; Bog-Trotter’s Zeal Repaid by Orchids and Other
Swamp Blossoms. June 18.
• Blue Flag, Native Minneapolis Iris, Classed as Richest of Lilies; Early Meadow Rue and Larkspur Treated by Miss
Butler. July 2.
• Milkweed Flowers Much in Evidence during July; Harebells, Ox-Eyes, and Water Lilies Also Bloom in Abundance.
July 9.
• Lilly Declared Crowning Wild Flower near Minneapolis in July; Miss Butler
Describes, Also, the Blossoms that Kept it Company. July 16.
• Mint, Abundant in Minnesota, Delights the Senses; Miss Butler Tells of Wild
Flowers in Glenwood Park. July 23.
• Flowering Spurge Graces Roadside and Prairie in Late Summer; Varieties of Yellow
Blooms Classed as “Sunflowers.” Confusing. July 30
• Tramp Plants, Migrants from Foreign Lands, Thrive in Minnesota; They Often Preempt Ground, Crowding Out Native Citizens of Soil. Aug. 6.
• Common Plantain Is Compared with the Alisma Plantago, Otherwise Known as the
Water Variety, by Miss Butler. Aug. 13.
• Wild Balsam Occupies Low Places in Wild Gardens; Leaves Shine Like Silver When
Lilac Penstemon, (Penstemon
Put in the Water. Aug. 20.
gracilis); Photo ©Merle R. Black,
• Prickly Armor Furnishes Protection for the Thistle; Caterpillars Crawl By and
Wisconsin Flora. A new Summer
Browsing Horses Shun Plant. Aug. 27.
planting.

You can read the complete essays on the Friends website or in Martha
Hellander’s Book on Eloise Butler - The Wild Gardener.
Tours to the Garden: Beginning with her weekly article dated July 2nd, in the Minneapolis Sunday
Tribune, the following was also printed.
Miss Butler will conduct parties through the Wild Botanic Garden in Glenwood Park, Tuesday and
Thursday mornings, meeting them at the terminus of the Fourth and Sixth Avenue Street Railway, Sixth
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and Russell Avenue North, at 10 o'clock. Also Saturday & Sunday afternoon, meeting then at 2:30
o'clock at the same place. One hour later on the same days, persons coming by automobile or carriage
will be met at the entrance to the Garden, on the boulevard, at a point northeast of Birch Pond in
Glenwood Park. To reach Birch Pond, turn in at the left on Western Avenue where the Park Boulevard
intersects the avenue. This was repeated until State Fair time when the August 27th article noted: An
exhibit of the wild garden in Glenwood Park will be given in the horticulture building at the coming
state fair. During the remainder of the season Miss Butler will have no regular days for conducting
parties through the garden. However, those wishing to see the Garden may set a time by telephone to
suit convenience. Phone N.W. Colfax 1689.
Shown below are three of the new summer introductions.

Aniseroot (Wild Anise),
(Osmorhiza longistylis) Photo
G D Bebeau

Cypress Spurge, (Euphorbia
cyparissias); Photo ©Kitty Kohout,
Wisconsin Flora.

Four-point Evening Primrose,
(Oenothera rhombipetala); Photo
©Hugh Iltis, Wisconsin Flora

Autumn 1911
In September Eloise maintained an exhibit about the Wild Garden at the Minnesota State Fair, in the
Horticulture building. The Minneapolis Tribune reported on what the exhibit looked like on September 5
and 6th. The space was hosted by Eloise and Mary Meeker who contributed 200 of her photographs.
Over 100 species of wild plants came directly from the Garden and new ones were brought in every
day.
The exhibit was considered valuable to the farmer as the exhibit explained which plants were
dangerous or advantageous to agriculture. Eloise was quoted as saying "There are many farmers who
destroy plants that really do good. We try to impress upon them to let these plants grow and advise
them to destroy those that do harm." Certain plants attracted a lot of attention - the pitcher plant and
the blue closed gentians.
Following the closure of the exhibit at the State Fair, she resumed tours by telephone arrangement only
as noted above. In September she also received from the Park Board Nursery a number of trees to plant.
These included Hemlocks planted near the brook, yews, jack pines, balsam firs, white pines, junipers
and white spruce.
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She also obtained some plants from Kelsey’s nurseries in NC and from Malden MA, some of which are
not native. Those introduced for the first time are listed below this section.
Some of the planting from the autumn were already in the Garden and are still extant. Those include:
Galium boreale, Northern Bedstraw.
Silphium perfoliatum, Cup Plant.
Veronicastrum virginicum, Culver’s root.
Prenanthes alba, White Rattlesnake Root.
Liatris spicata, Spiked Blazing Star (Dense Blazing Star.
Lilium superbum, Turk’s Cap Lilies.

Public Essays
The series of weekly essays that were published in the Sunday Minneapolis Tribune from April through
September continued into early autumn. The column lead-ins were:
• Virgin Minnesota Prairie in Full bloom Surpasses Flora of Tropics; Earth’s
Tapestry Shows a Riot of Color before Autumnal Frosts. Sept. 3.
• Fringed Gentian, Termed Loveliest of the Blue Flowers, Now in Bloom; Asters
and Goldenrod Indicate Autumn Has Reached Minnesota. Sept. 10.
• Acrid Taste Gives Name to the Smart Weed; Miss Butler Describes Wild Grasses
in the Park. Sept. 17.
• Late Blooming Flowers Dot Meadows with White, Blue, and Gold; Asters,
Gentians, Lobelias, and Sunflowers Greet Field Lovers. Sept. 24.

You can read the complete essays on the Friends website or in Martha
Hellander’s Book on Eloise Butler - The Wild Gardener. In September, an
essay about the Garden, written by Eloise, was published in the Bulletin
of the Minnesota Academy of Science The text was probably the lecture
she gave in the fall of 1910, the partial text of which is found on the
website.
The fall weather was nice with plenty of rain and Eloise continued
working in the Garden until early November when freezing weather set
in. November in fact, was below average in temperature; some days by
as much as 25 degrees.

Late Horse Gentian (Triosteum
perfoliatum). Photo G D Bebeau

Her last log entry was for November 8th when she noted planting some violets, Hepaticas and some
Horse Gentian (Late Horse Gentian) (Triosteum perfoliatum) that she obtained in Frontenac MN. (Photo
above). On November 14 she gave the report of the wild flower committee to the Woman's Club and
then gave a talk on the Garden, illustrated with lantern slides. (6)
Mid-November brought a 7-1/2 inch snow fall but it all melted until the snow of late December and
colder temps allowed snow to accumulate. 1911 would go down in weather lore as the wettest in
recorded history until 2016. Quite a change from the previous year which is the driest year in recorded
history.
NOTES:
(1) “Botanical Garden Sought," Minneapolis Tribune, June 6, 1911. Copy - page 276
(2) "Wild Flower Garden Urged," Minneapolis Tribune, April 6, 1911. Copy - page 276
(3) "Wild Flower Garden Proposed," Minneapolis Tribune, June 10, 1911. Copy - page 276
(4) "Miss Butler's Services Kept," Minneapolis Tribune February 6, 1912. Copy - page 276
(5) "Wild Flower Garden City Park's Feature" Minneapolis Tribune March 26, 1911. Copy - page 275
(6) Minneapolis Tribune 12 November 1911
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New Plants
Spring 1911
•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Asplenium angustifolium (now Diplazium pycnocarpon), Glade Fern (Narrow-leaved Spleenwort).
Gillett's Nursery. Native to the SE corner in five counties only. It is listed on the “Threatened” list in
Minnesota and “special concern” list in Wisconsin.
Aspidium spinulosum var. dilatatum (later Dryopteris spinulosa var. dilatata -now- Dryopteris expansa,
Northern Wood Fern (Spreading Wood Fern). Gillett's Nursery. Native to the Arrowhead region;
Winona and Chisago counties. (Photo page 41).
Aspidium spinulosum (now Dryopteris carthusiana), Spinulose Wood Fern (Toothed Wood Fern),
(M.C.). Gillett's Nursery. Native to all counties but those in the SW Quadrant. (Photo below).
[Extant]
Aster divaricatus (now Eurybia divaricata),White Wood Aster. From Gillett's Nursery. Native. [Extant]
Cardamine pratensis, Cuckoo flower, from Gillett's Nursery. This is a Minnesota designated
“Threatened” plant and is only found in cold, seeping calcareous swamps. Native of Asia and
Europe, naturalized in parts of US and is only found in two Minnesota counties - St. Louis and
Clearwater. Native. (Photo below)
Cassia marilandica -now- Senna marilandica), Maryland Senna. Gillett's Nursery. Not native. (Photo
below.)
Clethra alnifolia, Coastal Sweet Pepperbush. Gillett's Nursery. Not native.
Cypripedium parviflorum var. makasin, Yellow Lady’s-slipper (M.C.). From Gillett's Nursery. This
smaller of the State’s two yellow Lady’s-slippers was planted numerous times after this by Eloise
and the later curators. None survive today in the Garden.
Helianthus giganteus, Giant Tall Sunflower (M.C.). From Gillett's Nursery. Native to most of the
upper 2/3 rds of the State. [Extant]
Krigia amplexicaulis (now Krigia biflora), Two-flower dwarf Dandelion.(From Gillett's Nursery. Native
in counties formerly of The Big Woods - a band running SE-NW. (Photo page 41)
Peltandra virginica, Green Arrow Arum. From Gillett's Nursery. Native to Cook County only. (Photo
page 41)
Rhus aromatic, Fragrant Sumac (M.C.). From Gillett's Nursery Native. [Extant]
Rhus copallina -now- Rhus copallinum), Winged Sumac .Gillett’s Nursery. Not native.

Spinulose Woodfern
(Dryopteris carthusiana) Photo
©G D Bebeau

Maryland Senna (Senna
marilandica) Photo © Emmett J.
Judziewicz, Wisconsin Flora.
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Cuckoo Flower (Cardamine
pratensis) Photo ©Merle R.
Black, Wisconsin Flora

•
•

Rhus glabra, Smooth Sumac (M.C.). From Gillett's Nursery. Native. [Extant]
Vaccinium macrocarpon, Cranberry - large (M.C.). Gillett's Nursery. Native to the NE and North
Central counties, found in bogs. (Photo page 40)

Summer 1911
•

•

•
•

•

Calopogon pulchellus (now Calopogon tuberosus var. tuberosus), Grasspink (an
Orchid) (M.C.) From the Quaking Bog in Glenwood Park. [This is the first
note about planting this plant in her log, but earlier on June 28, she noted that
Grasspink was in bloom - thus it existed in the Garden prior to this planting.]
Native. (Photo right.)
Euphorbia cyparissias, Cypress spurge. From Lake City Nursery. While
existing in the state, it is an introduction and not a true native:(Photo
page 43)
Oenothera rhombipetala (now Oenothera rhombipetala), Four-point Evening
Primrose (M.C.). From Fort Snelling. Native. (Photo page 43)
Osmorhiza longistylis, Wild Anise, (M.C.). (We are making the assumption that
she was referring to Aniseroot as it came from Fort Snelling. Martha Crone
listed the plant in her 1951 census as Smooth Sweet Cicely. Native. (Photo
page 43) Extant.
Penstemon gracilis, Lilac Penstemon. From Fort Snelling. Native. (Photo page
42)

Autumn 1911
•
•
•
•
•

Grasspink, (Calopogon
tuberosus); Photo ©Merle
R.Black, Wisconsin Flora

Heracleum lanatum (now Heracleum maximum), Cow Parsnip. From Glenwood Park, Native, Extant.
Isanthus brachiatus (now Trichostema brachiatum), Bastard Pennyroyal (False Pennyroyal); (M.C.), (Not clear in
the log but we assume this was what she planted. Native to the State. Seeds from Malden.
Linaria vulgaris, Butter and Eggs. From Glenwood Park. Introduced. Extant.
Oenothera fruticosa, Narrow-leaf Evening Primrose. Not native in Minnesota. From Malden, MA. (Photo
below)
Phlox maculata, Wild Sweet William (M.C.). From Kelsey's. Native to the SE Quadrant of the State. (Photo
below)

Narrowleaf Evening
Primrose (Oenothera
fruticosa). Photo Robert H.
Mohlenbrock @ USDA-NRCS
PLANTS Database / USDA
NRCS.

Wild Sweet William (Phlox
maculata). Photo G D Bebeau
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1912
Winter 1911/1912
Eloise, for the first time, spent the winter months on the east coast at Malden Mass. visiting her
relatives and sourcing plants for shipment to Minneapolis during the growing season. This would be
her custom for her remaining years following her retirement from teaching in April 1911. She lodged
with her sister, Cora Pease, at 20 Murray Hill Road, Malden MA, a Boston suburb.
She wrote an article for the Minnesota Horticulturalist
on the cultivation of native ornamental plants. In past
writings she had expressed her opinions on the use of
native plants in the home landscape and wrote about
the tendency of home owners to copy what other
home owners had done. This article was sort of a
summary of past opinions. A sample:
Avoid, above all, imported plants of unusual
color, like the copper beech and the weeping
trees, or plants trimmed into formal or
fantastic shapes. In general, native species
should be used, for plants torn from their
natural setting may strike a false note in the
View of Appleton Main where Eloise spent her
childhood. View from 1989 courtesy Martha Hellander.
landscape. There are many plants just as
effective as the cultivated canna, castor bean,
crimson rambler, fall hydrangea, golden glow,
admirable in themselves, that now pall upon the taste by reason of monotonous reiteration.
(Note 1)
One can see how this particular opinion came directly from an article published the year before in the
Minneapolis Sunday Tribune in which she wrote:
Why, for instance, because a neighbor has a beautiful plant on his premises should every one in
the vicinity straightway fill his grounds with the same in monotonous reiteration? Among the
hosts of ornamental plants may not something else be selected besides hydrangea, scarlet
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rambler, canna and golden glow to prevent satiety? If a plant is ‘all the rage,’ it is the very best
reason why one should fall out of line and imitate nature in her endless variety. (Note 2).
In the climate department one looks back on the prior year, 1911, the wettest year in local weather
history until 2016, which was preceded in 1910 by the driest year in local weather history, and wonders
what the new year brought. There were enough snowfalls to keep a snow cover on the ground from
late December 1911 through mid February 1912. After that there were few snowfalls on any significance
and there was no snow cover after mid-March. The cold however was another aspect - a number of
days in January with lows below -30 degrees F. A weather record still standing in 2021 is the
consecutive 7 day period from January 1 through January 7 when the daytime high temperature was
always below zero degrees F.

Spring 1912
This was an extensive year for plantings in the Garden as Eloise
Butler attempted to bring on-site species she believed should have
representation in a “Wild Botanic Garden” as the Garden premises
were then referred to.
She imported plants during the spring from Malden MA, Gillett’s
Nursery in Southwick MA, from Horsford’s Nursery in Charlotte,
VA, from Kelsey’s Nursery in Boxford MA and from a source in New
York. The east coast plants supplemented the plants she could obtain
from local sources during the Minnesota growing season.
Her Garden Log notes 32 species planted in the spring that were not
noted prior to 1912. (Complete list follows.) All were from east coast
nurseries. One of the plants is shown at right. Fifteen of those were
native to Minnesota and only four of the species are present in the
Garden today.

Moss Phlox (Phlox subulata) first
planted in 1912. Photo ©Matthew
Wagner, Wisconsin Flora.

The spring weather allowed Eloise to begin the 1912 Garden
plantings on April 4th with some plants received from Malden, MA, which included a root of Climbing
Poison Ivy, by which we assume she meant the common eastern poison ivy, Toxicodendron radicans,
which can climb. This is not the species present in the Garden today. Present today is a non-climbing
species, Western Poison Ivy, Toxicodendron rydbergii.
On that same day she noted that “Monarch treated surgically today.” She had dead limbs removed and
the decaying trunk reinforced. Monarch was an aged White Oak that lasted until 1940. See page 173 for
details on this.
On April 18, six members of the Woman’s Club visited the Garden on a day when Eloise reported “Rue
anemones galore in bloom.”
After the cold days of January and late winter, once the spring equinox was past the temperatures
became more normal for the season and there was adequate rainfall.

48

Summer 1912
Eloise Butler's Garden Log usually has a few notes not related to planting and a curious one on
August 21 contained this statement:
Turtlehead, purple prairie clover, Canadian burnet, double golden
glow in bloom! Found large puffball weighing 3 lbs. 4 1/2 oz. by
west brookside. Fell into brook!
The weather in the summer of 1912 provided temperatures in the
average range for the time period and frequent summer rains, but
not to the extent of the extremely wet prior year of 1911.
Planting work during the summer occupied much of her time. On
June 25 Eloise noted finding two Liparis liliifolia (Large Twayblade)
in a prickly ash thicket and a month later “discovered Lythrum
alatum! [Winged Loosestrife] in east meadow near swamp.” [photo
at right]
During the summer months Eloise would obtain her plant material
from local sources unlike her 1912 spring plantings which all came
from out of state sources. As a result all the summer plantings were
species native to the state.
Her Garden Log notes 29 species planted that summer that were
not noted prior to 1912. (Complete list follows.) Only four of the
species are present in the Garden today.

Winged Loosestrife, (Lythrum alatum);
Photo ©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin Flora

A successful struggle with one non-native plant was worthy of being
noted in her annual report:
The greatest triumph of all, because it has been a failure under
assiduous cultivation ever since the Garden was started was a
vigorous colony of Deer Grass, Rhexia virginica, in bloom for
fully a month. It has blossoms of an unusual shade of red,
garnished by bright yellow twisted stamens, succeeded by
little exquisitely fashioned urn-shaped fruits. (note 3)
She had originally planted it on September 4, 1909 with plants
shipped in from Winter Pond MA and noted it was in bloom on
August 11 this year. The plant is also called Handsome Harry (photo
at right).
Above: Deer Grass or Handsome Harry,
(Rhexia virginica) Photo ©Emmett J.
Judziewicz, Wisconsin Flora.
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Autumn 1912
In September Eloise Butler maintained an exhibit about the Wild Garden at the Minnesota State Fair,
in the Horticulture building as she had since 1909.
On September 9th she reported clearing out the Hermit’s Cave and on the 22nd and 26th reported
planting hepatica, maidenhair and wild ginger, asters, Liatris, stiff coreopsis, and downy gentian there.
She went back again in October with more plants.
The hermit was known as “Old Andrew” and the “cave-like shelter” is where he supposedly had lived.
Eloise would sometimes hear ghostly wood chopping sounds from that area. (note 4) The area of this
cave, north and west of the original Garden area, was added to the Garden in 1912 - and would today
be just outside the west boundary fence. This addition added a number of acres to the official Wild
Botanic Garden. At the time it was viewed as about 20 acres, but only the original 3 acres were fenced
so the boundary of the Garden was somewhat variable until the time of the 1924 fence but that 1924
fence only surrounded what Eloise considered to be the most precious parts of the area and those most
subject to vandalism.
On October 10 she noted conducting a wedding party through the Garden (the Ellisons). The weather
in October was so nice that Eloise mentioned it in her log on October 28: “Beautiful warm weather all
through the month. Cut out prickly ask and sumach (sic) for several days.” She did not believe in using
chemicals for treatment and thus it was manual labor. Her policy of letting everything grow without
interference had its limits when pesky plants would tend to crowd out more desirables.
She was able to work until November 13. Her last entry for 1912 is on November 13 when she planted
specimens received from Mr. Chase of Boulder Colorado:
Cork elms,
Dwarf False Indigo, (photo on page 51)
Elecampane, (photo on page 60) and
Dotted blazing star (photo on page 59.
Fall Plantings: Her Garden Log notes 18 species planted in the fall that were not noted prior to 1912.
(Complete list follows) During the Garden season Eloise would obtain her plant material from local
sources unlike her 1912 spring plantings which all came from out of state sources. As a result all the
autumn plantings were species native to the state.
All were from local sources except those from Mr. Chase. Only seven of the species are present in the
Garden today. An interesting plant on this list is the Cork Elm, Ulmus thomasii, interesting because it is a
tree and she obtained it from a source in Colorado, although its native range is eastward from
Minnesota and Iowa, touching only a few counties on the west bank of the Mississippi.
Fall weather was of average temperatures, adequate rain in September, much less in October and none
in November. Some snow arrived in December but at the end of the year there was only a 2 inch
average snow depth on the ground.
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Each day during the Garden Season, Eloise commuted to the garden
from her quarters in South Minneapolis. In her annual report to the
Board of Park Commissioners she added a few thoughts about the
Garden enlargement and some of the issues that irritated her:
Another cause for congratulations is the generous extension
of the Garden limits by the addition of an adjacent hillside
and meadow. The labor of the curator would be materially
brightened if the garden were fenced and more warning
signs posted.
She reported that her work consisted of conducting visitors,
exterminating pestilent weeds and protecting the property from
marauders. "For ‘tis true, ‘tis pity, and pity ‘tis, ‘tis true’ that a small
proportion of our citizens have not yet learned to name the birds
without a gun, or to love the wood rose and leave it on its
stalk." (note 3)

Dwarf or Fragrant False Indigo
(Amorpha nana). Planted in the fall
of 1912. Photo ©G D Bebeau

Reference Notes:
Note 1. The complete article can be found in Martha Hellander’s
book The Wild Gardener.
Note 2. Published July 16, 1911, Minneapolis Sunday Tribune
Note 3. Annual Report to the Board of Park Commissioners, contained in the Park Boards
comprehensive report dated November 8, 1912
Note 4. See page 94 for the text of Eloise’s essay on “Old Andrew.”

Photo top of page 47: Eloise Butler traversing the Quaking Bog. Located just west of the Garden, the
bog was a source of plants for Eloise to transplant into the Garden wetland. Photo courtesy
Minneapolis Public Library, Minneapolis Collection #M2632J

51

Listing by season, of Eloise Butler's plantings in 1912, that were "1st time" plantings according to
her Garden Log.

Spring 1912 Plantings
• Aletris farinosa, White Colicroot from New York source. Native. (Photo)
• Alnus alnobetula (now Alnus viridis. ssp. sinuata), Sitka Alderfrom Kelsey’s
• Amorpha fruticosa, Desert False Indigo, from Horsford’s. Native. (Photo)
• Angelica venenos, Hairy Angelica (M.C.) Native
• Aronia arbutifolia (now - Photinia pyrifolia), Red Chokeberry from Kelsey’s
• Aster macrophyllus (now - Eurybia macrophylla) Big-leaf Aster (M.C.) Native, from Horsford's Nursery, Charlotte
Vermont. Extant.
• Aster multiflorus (now Symphyotrichum ericoides), White Heath Aster (M.C.). Native, from Gillett's. Extant.
• Aster novi-belgiae (now - Symphyotrichum novi-belgii var. novi-belgii), New York Aster, (M.C.) from Gillett's
• Aster patens (now Symphyotrichum patens var. patens), Late Purple Aster from Gillett's
• Aster undulatus (now Symphyotrichum undulatum), Wavy-leaf Aster from Gillett’s
• Claytonia caroliniana, Carolina Spring Beauty, (M.C.) from Horsford’s Nursey, Charlotte Vermont. Native. (Photo)
• Crataegus crus-galli, Cockspur Hawthorn from Horsford’s. Not native
• Gaylussacia resinosa (now Gaylussacia baccata) Black Huckelberry (M.C.) from Gillett’s Nursey, Southwick, MA.
Native (Photo)
• Helianthus maximiliani, Maximilian Sunflower, (M.C.) from Horsford’s. Native. (Photo)
• Helianthus strumosus, Paleleaf Sunflower native, from Kelsey's. Extant. (Photo
• Helonias bullata, Swamp Pink, from New York - arrived very dry due to delay in the mail
• Hibiscus militaris now Hibiscus laevis.) Halberdleaf Rosemallow from Horsford’s. Native. (Photo)
• Kalmia glauca (now Kalmia polifolia, Bog Laurel (M.C.) from Gillett’s. (Photo)
• Ophioglossum vulgatum, Southern Adder’s Tongue from Gillett’s
• Phlox subulata, Moss Phlox (M.C.) native, from a source in New York. (Photo)
• Prunus besseys (now Prunus pumila var. besseyi) Western Sandcherry from Kelsey’s. Native
• Prunus pumila, Sandcherry (M.C.) from Kelsey’s. Native
• Rosa carolina, Carolina Rose, from Gillett’s. Extant
• Shepherdia, Buffaloberry (no species listed but believed to be S. argentea) from the "Agricultural College", Native.
[Note: in 1914 she noted planting S. argentea]. (Photo)
• Solidago boottii, Atlantic Goldenrod- there are several subspecies of this plant, most likely it was Solidago arguta var.
caroliniana from Kelsey’s Nursey, Massachusetts & North Carolina
• Solidago patula, Roundleaf Goldenrod from Kelsey’s
• Solidago rugosa, Wrinkleleaf Goldenrod from Kelsey’s
• Stachys aspera, Hyssopleaf Hedge Nettle (M.C.) from Kelsey’s
• Steironema quadrifolium (now - Lysimachia quadriflora. Fourflower Yellow Loosestrife from Kelsey’s. Native. (Photo)
• Vaccinium corymbosum, Highbush Blueberry, from Kelsey's
• Viburnum acerifolium, Mapleleaf Viburnum from Kelsey’s
• Zigadenus, White Camas - Mountain Death Camas, (possibly Yellow Camas as Eloise did not specify - both are now
subspecies of Zigadenus elegans), (M.C.) from Ft. Snelling, MN. Native. (Photo)
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Desert False Indigo, (Amorpha
fruticosa) Photo ©Derek Anderson,
Wisconsin Flora
Black Huckelberry, (Gaylussacia
baccata). Photo ©Kitty Kohout,
Wisconsin Flora

Bog Laurel (Kalmia polifolia) Photo
©Christopher Noll, Wisconsin Flora

Carolina Spring Beauty (Claytonia
caroliniana) Photo ©Aaron Carlson,
Wisconsin Flora.
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Fourflower Yellow Loosestrife
(Lysimachia quadriflora) Photo ©G
D Bebeau

.

Maximilian Sunflower (Helianthus
maximiliani) Photo ©Robert W.
Freckman, Wisconsin Flora.

White Camas, (Zigadenus
elegans). Photo ©Aaron Carlson,
Wisconsin Flora.

White Colicroot (Aletris farinosa)
Photo ©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin Flora.

Moss Phlox (Phlox subulata) Photo
©JMatthew Wagner, Wisconsin Flora
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Halberdleaf Rosemallow (Hibiscus
laevis) Photo ©Jennifer Anderson,
Wisconsin Flora

Paleleaf Sunflower (Helianthus
strumosus). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Summer 1912 Plantings
• Artemisia frigida, Prairie Sagewort from Fort Snelling, MN. Native. (Photo)
• Aster ptarmicoides (now- Oligoneuron album) Prairie Goldenrod (Upland White Goldenrod) from Osceola, WI.
Native. (Photo)
• Bidens trichosperma (now- Bidens coronata) Crowned Beggarsticks from Robbinsdale, MN. Native. (Photo)
• Boltonia asteroides, Boltonia or White Doll’s Daisy from Mendota, MN. Native. (Photo)
• Bouteloua curtipendula, Side Oats Grama from Columbia Heights. MN. Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Bouteloua oligostachya (now - Bouteloua gracilis) Blue Grama from Columbia Heights, MN. Native. (Photo)
• Carex aurea, Golden Sedge from Minnetonka, MN. Native
• Chenopodium capitatum, Strawberry-blite (Blite Goosefoot), from Enchanted Isle. Native. (Photo)
• Cycloloma atriplicifolium - assume, as this is the only native Cycloloma) Winged Pigweed, Cycloloma from Columbia
Heights, MN. Native
• Gaura coccinea, Scarlet Beeblossom from Washburn Park, Minneapolis. Native
• Houstonia caerulea, Azure Bluets from Osceola, WI.
• Kuhnia eupatorioides (now- Brickellia eupatorioides var. corymbulosa) False Boneset from Fort Snelling, MN. Native.
(Photo)
• Leonurus cardiaca. Common Motherwort, from Minnehaha Creek and Chicago Ave, Minneapolis. Introduced plant.
Extant. (Photo)
• Lithospermum hirtum (now- Lithospermum caroliniense var. croceum), Carolina Puccoon, from Osceola, WI. Native.
(Photo)
• Lobelia kalmii, Brook Lobelia from Mahtomedi, MN. Native
• Lysimachia terrestris, Yellow loosestrife - Swamp candles from Washburn Park, Minneapolis. Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Monarda punctata, Spotted Beebalm or Horsemint from Mendota, MN. Native. (Photo)
• Nymphaea odorata ssp. tuberosa, White Pond Lily (American white water lily) (M.C.) from Mahtomedi, MN. Native.
(Photo)
• Onosmodium hispidissimum (now- Onosmodium bejariense var. hispidissimum) Softhair Marbleseed (Soft or Shaggy
False Gromwell) from Columbia Heights, MN. Native
• Orobanche ludoviciana, Louisiana Broomrape from Fort Snelling, MN. Native. (Photo)
• Pontederia cordata, Pickerel Weed from Mahtomedi, MN. Native. (Photo)
• Pyrola chlorantha, Green flowered Wintergreen from Osceola WI. Native
• Pyrola secunda (now- Orthilia secunda) One-sided Pyrola from Minnetonka, MN. Native
• Rhamnus alnifolia, Alderleaf Buckthorn from Osceola WI. Native Extant. (Photo)
• Ribes triste, Wild Red Currant from Minnetonka, MN. Native
• Scripus validus (now- Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani), Softstem Bulrush from Minnehaha Creek and Chicago Ave,
Minneapolis. Native
• Sparganium eurycarpum, Broadleaf Burweed from Osceola WI. Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Synthyris bullii, Kittentails or Bull’s Coraldrops, from Osceola, WI. Native. (Photo)
• Vernonia fasciculata, Prairie Ironweed from Mendota, MN. Native. Extant
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False Boneset (Brickellia
eupatorioides var. corymbulosa.
Photo ©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin
Flora

Carolina Puccoon
(Lithospermum caroliniense var.
croceum). Photo ©Merle R.
Black, Wisconsin Flora

White Pond Lily (American white
water lily) (Nymphaea odorata ssp.
tuberosa). Photo ©Scott A. Milburn,
Wisconsin Flora

Broadleaf Burweed (Sparganium
eurycarpum). Photo Josh Sulman,
Wisconsin Flora.
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Alderleaf Buckthorn (Rhamnus
alnifolia) Photo ©Emmett J.
Judziewicz, Wisconsin Flora

Common Motherwort (Leonurus
cardiaca). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Crowned Beggarsticks (Bidens
coronata). Photo Robert
Mohlenbrock, USDA-NRCS Plants

Louisiana Broomrape
(Orobanche ludoviciana). Photo
©Derek Anderson, Wisconsin
Flora

Kittentails or Bull’s Coraldrops
(Synthyris bullii). Photo
©Christopher Noll, Wisconsin

Blue Gramma (Bouteloua
oligostachya).Photo ©G D Bebeau
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Boltonia or White Doll’s Daisy
(Boltonia asteroides). Photo
©Robert Bierman, Wisconsin Flora.

Pickerel Weed (Pontederia cordata).
Photo ©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin
Flora.

Prairie Goldenrod (Oligoneuron
album). Photo ©Christopher Noll,
Wisconsin Flora,

Strawberry Blite (Chenopodium
capitatum). Photo ©Matthew
Wagner, Wisconsin Flora

Prairie Sagewort (Artemisia
frigida). Photo ©William S.
Alverson, Wisconsin Flora.

Yellow loosestrife - Swamp
candles (Lysimachia terrestris).
Photo ©G D Bebeau
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Spotted Beebalm or Horsemint
(Monarda punctata). Photo ©G D
Bebeau

Sideoats Grama (Bouteloua
curtipendula). Photo G D Bebeau

Fall 1912 Plantings
• Alnus incana (now Alnus incana ssp. rugosa), Speckled Alder (M.C.) from Fort Snelling. Extant. Native.
• Amorpha nana, Dwarf False Indigo (M.C.) from Boulder Colorado (Mr. Chase). Native (M.C. listed as Fragrant False
Indigo.)
• Arisaema dracontium, Green Dragon from Logansport, IN. Native. (Photo)
• Aster cordifolius (now Symphyotrichum cordifolium), Heart-leaved Aster (Blue Wood Aster) (M.C.) Minnehaha,
Native. Extant
• Aster laevis (now Symphyotrichum laeve) Smooth Aster (M.C.) from Fort Snelling. Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Aster novae-anagliae (now Symphyotrichum novae-angliae), New England Aster - rose flower variety (M.C.) Native.
Root stock from Fort Snelling, MN. Extant.
• Aster oblongifolius (now Symphyotrichum oblongifolium), Aromatic Aster (M.C.) from “The Forty”. Native. (Photo)
• Aster paniculatus (now Symphyotrichum lanceolatum ssp. lanceolatum var. lanceolatum) Panicled Aster or White
panicled aster (M.C.) from Minnehaha. Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Cypripedium candidum, Small white lady’s-slipper (M.C.) from Minnetonka (Mr. Norcross). Native. (Photo)
• Gentiana puberula (now Gentiana puberulenta), Downy Gentian (M.C.) from Ipswich MA, Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Inula helenium, Elecampane inula from Boulder Colorado (Mr. Chase). Native (escaped). (Photo)
• Liatris punctata, Dotted Blazing Star (M.C.), from Boulder Colorado (Mr. Chase). Native. (Photo)
• Lygodesmia juncea, Rush Skeletonplant (M.C. she listed it as Rush-like lygodesmia) Native, from Montevideo, MN
• Orchis rotundifolia (now Amerorchis rotundifolia) Round-leaved Orchis (M.C.) from Minnetonka. Native. (Photo)
• Parthenocissus quinquefolia, Virginia Creeper (M.C.) Jewell’s Nursery, from Lake City, MN Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Prunella vulgaris, Selfheal (Heal-all) (M.C.) from Solon’ Springs, WI. Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Solidago hispida, Hairy Goldenrod from Groveland Park. Native
• Ulmus thomasii, Cork Elm or Rock Elm, from Mr. Chase in Boulder Colorado. Native.

Aromatic Aster
(Symphyotrichum
oblongifolium). Photo ©G D
Bebeau

Downy Gentian (Gentiana
puberulenta). Photo ©G D
Bebeau
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Dotted Blazing Star (Liatris
punctata). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Elecampane inula (Inula
helenium). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Selfheal (Heal-all) (Prunella
vulgaris). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Green Dragon (Arisaema
dracontium). Photo ©Derek
Anderson, Wisconsin Flora

Smooth Aster (Symphyotrichum
laeve). Photo ©G D Bebeau

White Panicled Aster
(Symphyotrichum lanceolatum
ssp. lanceolatum). Photo ©G D
Bebeau

Round-leaved Orchis
(Amerorchis rotundifolia). Photo
©Scott A. Milburn, Wisconsin
Flora

Small white lady’s-slipper
(Cypripedium candidum).
Photo ©Derek Anderson,
Wisconsin Flora

Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus
quinquefolia). Photo ©G D Bebeau
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1913
Winter 1912/1913
When Eloise returned in spring she was prepared for a busy season
of planting during which she added 993 plants of which 73 species
would be newcomers to the Garden (1). A number of these plants
she sourced from East Coast suppliers while she was there and were
shipped to Minnesota during the planting season. On return from
the East Coast she resumed lodging with friend Jessie Polley in
south Minneapolis.
1913 was a more normal year for weather compared with 1910 and
1911. Precipitation was a little below the normal average - but it did
not set records for precipitation or temperature. There was one
snowfall in February of almost 9 inches but after April 1st only a few
inches of snow came.

Spring 1913
1913 was another extensive year for plantings in the Garden as
Eloise attempted to bring on-site species she believed should have
representation in a “Wild Botanic Garden” as the premises were
known.

The Normal School at Castine Maine
where Eloise graduated in May
1873. Photo from 1989 courtesy
Martha Hellander.

She imported plants during the spring from Franklin MA, Malden MA, Gillett’s Nursery in Southwick
MA, from Kelsey’s Nursery in North Carolina and from sources in Loganport Indiana, Boulder
Colorado and Hastings Nebraska. These supplemented the plants she obtained from local sources.
Eloise was no longer particular whether the plant was native - only that it could grow here. Some of
those imports from MA she brought back on the train with her in a box. (2)
The spring weather allowed Eloise to begin the 1913 Garden plantings on April 4th although she noted
in her log that the frost was still in the ground and also wrote that in a newspaper article on April 13.(2)
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Ice or no ice, she still wrote about all the interesting plants you could
see.
That article ended with the note "Miss Butler will conduct parties
through the Garden during the seasons" and gave the phone number
to call. Visitors without pre-arrangement were frowned upon. Eloise
preferred that no one come without her being there to give a tour. The
paths were narrow, special plants could be stepped on, there were
pitfalls and water holes to be avoided and most of the place had no
protection to keep people from picking. These problems eventually led
her to put up a fence around the place with her own funds in 1924.
Among her entries for spring planting were many plants already
present in the Garden and new ones that are still represented in the
Garden today such as
Prairie Dogbane, Thimbleberry and Whorled Loosestrife.
And then other new plants
Comfrey (Symphytum officinale)
Photo ©G D Bebeau
that are not extant such as
Carolina Anemone, Thymeleaf Speedwell, Apple Moss,
Bryum Moss, Skunk Current, Wild Comfrey,
Three toothed Cinquefoil, Bootts wood fern, Missouri Violet,
Wreath Goldenrod, Russet Buffaloberry, Fairy Slipper Orchid,
Common Bladderwort.
Lists of 1913 plantings follow this text, with photos of plants
added in 1913 for the first time to the Garden.
She happily noted that a plant put in for the first time the prior
year was blooming: Carolina Spring Beauty (Claytonia
carolinana). The Yellow Lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium parviflorum
var. pubescens) bloomed on May 29th. The Showy Lady’sslipper (Cypripedium reginae) waited until June 21st. A red shouldered hawk was nesting on an ash tree
on the west side of the marsh.
Yellow Lady's-slipper, (Cypripedium
parviflorum var. pubescens). Photo ©G D
Bebeau

Weather during the spring of 1913 was fine, enough rain and average temperatures.

Summer 1913
Another newspaper column by Eloise appeared on June 18 with photos by Mary Meeker. Eloise
highlighted the orchids in bloom and the flowering shrubs that could be seen in the Garden. This article
also mentioned that arrangements could be made with Miss Butler to visit the Garden.(3).
Planting work during the summer occupied much of Eloise Butler's time. During these months Eloise
obtained her plant material from local sources unlike her 1913 spring plantings, most of which came
from out of state sources. As a result most of the summer plantings were species native to the state.
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Among her entries for summer planting were many plants already
present in the Garden and still represented in the Garden today such
as Fireweed, Spotted Beebalm and Wild Poinsettia. Compass Plant was
a new addition. New plants that are no longer extant were Wild
Parsnip and Yellow Fringed Orchid.
Eloise Butler's Garden Log also contained these comments: July 6:
“Found 4 specimens of Epilobium angustifolium [Fireweed] by
Tamarack tree in east meadow.”
Eloise believed the plant did not exist in the Garden and she imported
plants of this species from Malden, Mass. on September 4th, 1909, and
from Gillett's Nursery, Southwick MA on April 29, 1912. In 1908 she
brought back in her suitcase bunches of it which she foraged in the
wilds of Mackey Ontario while waiting for the disabled train she was
riding on to be repaired. Her friend Gertrude Cram, in a later letter to
Martha Crone noted that “Miss Butler said nothing would ever induce
it to grow for her.”
July 7: “Red shouldered hawkling standing on limb outside its
nest.” She had noted back on May 29th that “A red shouldered
hawk nesting on ash tree west border of swamp.”

Fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium).
Photo G D Bebeau

That August the city of Minneapolis hosted a convention for the American Florists and Ornamental
Horticulturists. Eloise supplied a display of native wild flowers - whichever ones nature deemed to
provide at meeting time. The Minneapolis Journal reported on the event and the Minneapolis Tribune
published an article by Eloise. (Copy - page 278)
The weather in the summer of 1913 provided temperatures in the average range for the time period and
frequent summer rains, but not to the extent of the extremely wet year of 1911. Eloise noted that there
were no summer droughts but much insect damage and that spraying for insects may be needed the
following year. (1)
In that same annual report she mentioned that many more birds felt attracted to the protection of the
Garden, such as a Great Bittern, the pair of nesting Red Shouldered hawks mentioned above, and the
crested wood ducks that were in the Garden Pool. Martha Crone would write similar thoughts in her
annual report 25 years later in 1938.

Autumn 1913
In September Eloise maintained an exhibit about the Wild Garden at the Minnesota State Fair in the
Horticulture building, as she had since 1910. A photo of the exhibit is in the 1910 history. The exhibit for
the Wild Botanic Garden won a blue ribbon in 1910. Photographer Mary Meeker [on the right in photo
next page] provided photos of the native plants for the exhibit. She was also the provider of photos for
Eloise's series of newspaper columns in the Minneapolis Tribune in 1911.
Eloise Butler's Garden Log usually has a few notes not completely related to planting and a curious one
on September 10th contained this statement:
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Sowed seeds of Compass plant, Cassia chamaecrista [Partridge
Pea] on Old Andrew’s hillside, also seeds of Compass plant
and of Lepachys by plantations of same. Fell in well, east
meadow!
There was a hermit known as “Old Andrew” and there was a
“cave-like shelter” on a hillside where he had supposedly lived.
Eloise would sometimes hear ghostly wood chopping sounds from
that area. The area of this cave, north and west of the original
Garden area, was added to the Garden in 1912 - and would today
be in the northwest section of the Garden.
Her last entry for 1913 is on October 17 when she sowed the acorns
of Black Oak that she had obtained from the Arnold Arboretum in
Boston and sowed seeds of Pearly Everlasting that she sourced in
Wisconsin.
Fall Plantings: Her Garden
Log notes 14 species planted in
the autumn that were not
noted prior to 1913. An
unusually large number were
not from local sources and
they were not native to
Minnesota. None of the
species are present in the
Garden today.

Western Blue Virgin's Bower
(Clematis verticillaris -now- Clematis
occidentalis). Photo ©Emmett J.
Judziewicz, Wisconsin Flora.

Eloise Butler,(left) Dr. W. H. Crone
(behind Eloise); Miss Elizabeth Foss,;
Miss Mary K. Meeker on August 3,
1931 at Eloise's 80th Birthday Party.

Eloise noted in her annual report to the Park Board that “993
plants added, 73 were species newcomers," and those included
several that were rare such as the Wild Purple Clematis [Western
Blue Virgin's Bower - photo left] and Calypso bulbosa [the Fairy
Slipper Orchid]. She also suggests that a children’s museum be
established in Glenwood Park. As always she promotes the
Garden and in discussing the beauties of the Garden as the season
passes she stated:
Within a space of 20 acres, may be seen in an hour, what would be
impossible to find in traversing the state for several days. (1)

Fall temperatures were fairly normal in September and October but November and December were
unusually warm. 1913 was a year of good precipitation except at the end of the year. There were rains
in September and October but just traces of precipitation in November and December resulting in no
snow cover through the end of the year.
On May 3 a local magazine - The Bellman - published a long article that described the Native Plant
Reserve in detail, noting all the features of the landscape. This is the only known comprehensive
description of the Garden as it was at that time. Copy follows this years history.
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Below: A view of the Garden pool formed by Eloise Butler's dam as it looked in 1913 and published in The
Bellman article.

Reference Notes
Photo top of page 61: The east woodland path (Violet Way) approaching the old Garden "office"; from a
Kodachrome taken by Martha Crone June 1, 1950.
NOTES:
1. Report of the Board of Park Commissioners, January 1, 1914.
2. Minneapolis Tribune 14 April 1913. (Copy - page 277)
3. Minneapolis Tribune 8 June 1913 . Copy - page 71)
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Listing by season, of Eloise Butler's plantings in 1913, that were "1st time" plantings according to
her Garden Log.

Spring 1913 Plantings
• Anemone caroliniana, Carolina Anemone (M.C.) from Hastings Nebraska. Native. (Photo)
• Apocynum cannabinum, Prairie Dogbane (Indian Hemp), from Fort Snelling (Mpls.) Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Aspidium bootii (now Dryopteris X boottii (pro sp.) Bootts Wood Fern from Kelsey’s. Native
• Baptisia tinctoria, Horsefly Weed (Yellow wild Indigo), from Kelsey’s. Native. (Photo)
• Bartramia pomiformis, Apple Moss from Franklin MA. Native status not known.
• Calypso bulbosa, Fairy Slipper Orchid, (M.C.), from Mr. Chase, Boulder Colorado. Native. (Photo)
• Cornus amomum, (now Cornus obliqua) Silky Dogwood (Pale Dogwood), from Kelsey’s. Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Cynoglossum virginianum, Wild Comfrey, from Kelsey’s. Native.
• Galium concinnum, Shining Bedstraw (M.C.) from Minnehaha Park, Mpls. Native. Extant
• Heuchera hispida (now Heuchera americana var. hispida), American Alumroot, (M.C.) from Kelsey’s Nursery,
North Carolina. Not Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Lysimachia quadrifolia, Whorled Loosestrife, (M.C.) from Kelsey’s, Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Phlox glaberrima, Smooth Phlox from Mr. Chase, Boulder. Colorado Not Native. (Photo)
• Potentilla tridentata, (now Sibbaldiopsis tridentata) Three toothed Cinquefoil (Shrubby Fivefingers), (M.C.) from
Kelsey’s. Native. (Photo)
• Ribes prostratum, (now Ribes glandulosum) Skunk Current from Kelsey’s. Native. (Photo)
• Rubus parviflorus, Thimbleberry (Flowering Raspberry), from Kelsey’s. Native. Extant
• Shepherdia canadensis, Russet Buffaloberry, from Park Board Nursery Minneapolis. Native. (Photo)
• Solidago caesia, Wreath Goldenrod, (M.C.), from Gillett’s, Southwick MA. Not native. (Photo)
• Typha angustifolia, Narrow-leaf Cattail, from Kelsey’s. Not Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Veronica serpyllifolia, Thymeleaf Speedwell, from Kelsey’s. Native. (Photo)
• Viola missouriensis, Missouri Violet (Sand Violet), (M.C.), (probably Viola affinis) This violet was not purposely
planted but noticed when it bloomed and Eloise noted that it was probably brought in with the sod that
accompanied the Cuckoo Flower that she planted in 1912. Those plants came from Gillett’s in North Carolina
where the Sand Violet does grow. A current synonym for the Sand Violet is V. missouriensis. Neither plant is
currently listed as resident in our state on the DNR Plant Checklist or on the U of M Checklist of the Vascular
Flora of Minnesota.
• Utricularia vulgaris, (now Utricularia macrorhiza) Common Bladderwort, (M.C.), from Mahtomedi, MN.
Native. (Photo)
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Fairy Slipper Orchid, (Calypso
bulbosa) Photo Martha Crone

Smooth Phlox, (Phlox glaberrima).
Photo ©Margery Melgaard,
Wisconsin Flora

American Alumroot, (Heuchera
americana). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Carolina Anemone, (Anemone
caroliniana). Photo ©Kitty Kohout,
Wisconsin Flora

Horsefly Weed (Baptisia
tinctoria).Photo ©G D Bebeau

Narrowleaf Cattail (Typha
angustifolia) Photo ©G D
Bebeau
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Prairie Dogbane (Apocynum
cannabinum). Photo ©G D
Bebeau

Comm. Bladderwort (Utricularia
macrorhiza) Photo Paul Skawinski,
Wisconsin Flora

Russet Buffaloberry (Shepherdia
canadensis) Photo ©Derek
Anderson, Wisconsin Flora

Silky Dogwood, (Cornus obliqua).
Photo ©G D Bebeau

Thyme-leaf Speedwell, (Veronica
serpyllifolia). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Skunk Currant (Ribes
glandulosum) Photo ©Robert W.
Freckmann. Wisconsin Flora

Three-toothed Cinquefoil
(Sibbaldiopsis tridentata) Photo
©Merel R. Black, Wisconsin

Whorled Loosestrife, (Lysimachia
quadrifolia). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Wreath Goldenrod (Solidago
caesia). Photo ©Kitty Kohout,
Wisconsin Flora

Summer 1913 Plantings
• Euphorbia heterophylla, (now Euphorbia cyathophora) Wild Poinsettia (M.C.), from Fort Snelling (Minneapolis)
Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Habenaria ciliaris, (now Platanthera ciliaris) Yellow Fringed Orchid (M.C.), from New York source. Not Native
• Pastinaca sativa, Wild Parsnip (M.C.), from Glenwood Springs. Not Native, but introduced and now
naturalized. (Photo)
• Silphium laciniatum, Compass Plant (M.C.), from Hwy 100 area of Minneapolis, Native Extant. (Photo)
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Below are shown 3 of the new plants Eloise added in Summer 1913

Wild Parsnip (Pastinaca
sativa). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Wild Poinsettia (Euphorbia
cyathophora). Photo G D Bebeau

Compass Plant, (Silphium
laciniatum). Photo ©G D
Bebeau

Autumn 1913 Plantings
• Anaphalis margaritacea, Pearly Everlasting (M.C.) seeds from Wisconsin. Native. (Photo)
• Aster concolor, (now Symphyotrichum concolor), Eastern Silver Aster from Solon Springs, WI. Not native.
• Aster linariifolius, (now Ionactis linariifolius) Stiff Aster (Flaxleaf whitetop aster) from Gillett’s Nursery, MA.
Not native. (Photo next page.)
• Clematis verticillaris, (now Clematis occidentalis var. occidentalis) Western Blue Virgin’s Bower (M.C.) from Solon
Springs, WI. Native This is a rare plant - rare in her day and rare today - not known in any metro county.
• Euonymus fortunei, Trailing Euonymus from Logansport, Indiana. Not Native and invasive.
• Glyceria canadensis, Rattlesnake Mannagrass from the Quaking Bog, Glenwood Park. Native. Photo next page.
• Habenaria dilatata, (now Platanthera dilatata var. dilatata) Boreal Bog Orchid (Scentbottle) from Gillett’s
Nursery, MA. Native. (Photo next page.)
• Hieracium venosum, Rattlesnake Weed from Kelsey’s Nursery, North Carolina. Not native.
• Hypericum virginicum, (now Triadenum fraseri). Marsh St. Johnswort (M.C.), Transplanted from the Quaking
Bog in Glenwood Park. Native.
• Ledum groenlandicum, Bog Labrador Tea from Gillett’s Nursery, MA. Native. (Photo)
• Onosmodium bejariense var. occidentale, Western Marbleseed, from Minnehaha. Eloise simply listed
'Onosmodium' but on May 22, 1914 she noted "Onosmodium occidentale in blossom.” Previously the only
Onosmodium listed in the log was O. hispidissimum in 1912. (Photo)
• Oxybaphus hirsutus (now Mirabilis hirsuta), Hairy Four O’clock from 4748 Chicago Ave, Minneapolis MN,
Native. (Photo)
• Quercus velutina, Black Oak Planted acorns from Arnold Arboretum. Native. (Photo)
• Rosa virginiana, Virginia Rose from Gillett’s Nursery, MA. Not native.
• Silene pennsylvanica, (now Silene caroliniana ssp. pensylvanica) Pennsylvania Catchfly from Gillett’s Nursery,
MA. Not native.
• Tradescantia pilosa, (now Tradescantia subaspera var. subaspera) Zig-Zag Spiderwort from Kelsey’s Nursery,
North Carolina. Not native.
• Trillium recurvatum, Prairie Trillium, (M.C.) from Gillett's Nursery. Not Native. Extant. (Photo next page.)
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Black Oak, (Quercus velutina).
Photo ©G D Bebeau

Pearly Everlasting (Anaphalis
margaritacea).Photo ©G D Bebeau

Boreal Bog Orchid
(Platanthera dilatata). Photo
©Christopher Noll, Wisconsin

Bog Labrador Tea
(Rhododendron groenlandicum).
Photo ©G D Bebeau

Rattlesnake Mannagrass (Glyceria
canadensis). Photo ©Steve Garske,
Wisconsin Flora.

Hairy Four O'clock (Mirabilis
hirsuta) Photo ©Matthew Wagner,
Wisconsin Flora

Stiff Aster (Ionactis linariifolius).
Photo ©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin
Flora

Prairie Trillium (Trillium
recurvatum). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Western Marbleseed
(Onosmodium bejariense var.
occidentale) Photo ©G D Bebeau
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strr,.rvision iDto tlc l6nds of lbe tcrchcrs most i.tivc in
tl,; Dovemcnt, and namFd Itiss Eloise Burl.r,,n srdcnt
lovci and studcDt of vild plant lite, siih , real gtnius
lor plant huntiDg and cu)tivotioni a6 ctr.ntor.
Th.t tl,c plan l)rs b.en a.ucccss is shovn bI tl,c fdd
tl, t thc arrn of tl,c g.lrdetr his from titre lo tnD. L{!tr
iDc.e^sed until now, only filc Jelrs snrce tl,c Sarden $'as
ot)endi, i[ i5 threc or Iour tibcs its origioal sire. Thc
h$t r6i oI tllc grrltcn's vortl)i ltowercr, is pn'grrntic.
,to vhit it is to lEcoDc a de!ote., if o,flta i tlne ndtiirc_
/I"rcr anJ not Dcrelv a flirt and triflet.

A WILD BOTANIC GARDEN
By W. P.Ii'ni,nDD

TIre nauc 'l\'lkl Dotaric Gr.,leu" sugs.sts . knrd of
pl,nt Duseurrr \rl,dein trc6. sl,.ul,s rn{l I'obs are trl1
nicely sci in or{lcr, each ritL its pn1,et hl,.L (in Enslislr
atrd Latin), fo. the easy rtu(h of tl'c lrudding scientist.
ln)'one Rho Lis su.h an nlca, hovclcr, llrs rD usreeAbi.
surl,rh. in slorc ii inclinitiu .r.r 1.,k, { hitn lo ll,c l\lih_
hcrt,olis \Tilil BotnDic C*d' tr. o,'p of tl.. nrst Snrdens
of the hiDil Dsinbnred Ly ,D Anrcricrn .ity, trud perhaps
tl). Dost .xtensivc. 'IIIis g{rdcD is rcally a wild botinic
garden. Ii is s bit oI almost priD)ev.l vilde.ness, which

}rppily

escapcd tl,c enco.cl)Derts

L-*,"

is ot;l;ciil

of cnilization as dte

th. rcry l,e$L of the
gardetr, Ionning the

wildtrBs as s part oI

one of the city's Paiks.
Her€ tl ngs grow as

i man intervention

fort,rtion ,,,J mu(h hr,'kc,,.

"-i the e{st, south ,nd wcal bc.ds an ir!.4ul'r,
AroDna ou
wooded laDsc o{ lilts. Irou the centd of tl,c southern
currc of tlis ridsc juts
. Iong l,rolnonto.y in[o

ciry spre{d, ard is now
prcse.ved in its ,ative

i they will, *ithoDt

'

torsue of ' llnge,
thoush soEewlat
-

lrusrve

crooked, Ictter .. To
t}e westward thc ilcsccnt from tl,e Promontory is ,lmost precipi
totrs to a rich natural

tte curator's efrolt to
-give evdy vrrietY la
chance, "el\l special

mesdop, which i!

on the noith
by an alDost too pi.botrndea

turesque ta6arack
'swamp- In frorL oI

..th€ promontor,y is an- -other meidow; d,roush

vhich winds s

small

shea'tr with a system

.Ltirv bavous alDost
sholl; lid'den l,y t n

nativc grasses. Here,
on t}e limL of a dead

-tre, a laqe :marsh
hswk trequ€ntIy

erough fot rh*, sulc;
ly: it should satisfy insme de$€e
de6ee the oll of
some

mounts aua.d.

BeyoDd this meadoB,

"to tl,e northward,

lies
Glenwood Lske, gleamina wi)ite lgainst th€

tte-wild in tle bloi'il
..', *any_ore.
:
-.-

csll of
j --lie
nore .thM
.

grcer of a tange of

hi[s. On the east the
'.grourd slopee le-s

the
an'

steeply to thc galden's

: inne! cou.L He.e,
';rnestling urde! th€ pre
tectins ptomontory, is

of aif€rent v,lieuca. This hill br€{ks ofi almost eYcn
vith tll€ Doiot of the promontorv sDd swings ba& slill
furlher to thc eost*ari, foloiDE the soutlern side of s

tle w$tcm edse of t[c city.an area of sels.I
td ln kn.wn
aTenwood ParL. Parts of
'.r.i altog€the!
lrild^x di.a ldrdilably suitcd to tho
"rdll
rIqsed. In aDswet to ltre peution, th.!Fl,orc; the

t.
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sid€ of tlrc g.rdeD. The glcn is wild cno gl, Lnl tlc
vi.w lulth.r to the wcstFa.il, adoss ilc ,nc lo$' i,no
{lrich tl)e slen leads, is not likc a rviklcrncss. As o e
dcsccnrls tlc slop€ to th. wcstvrrd, Los.ercr, Lc crl.cl!:s

th. tinklc of lalling watei. Lurcd or, lre conh r. r
plicid pool, shelte.ed by trecs .hd hcnrtcd l,r srrsscs
n',d *al.d Dltrnts. from tl,. los'cr cnd of ll'i. tl'. $"1cr
sphsl"s m'usically and l[.n roes ns]y inlo x r1lrc|, ot
srve€L Aas and ctt-tlils. Bcyotrd tl,c thickct at thc lcnd
of the pool the view opens on a Ecxdov sith i Lr.k
g.ound of sdrate tsnaracks. Here bcsidc the pool onc

@n casilv iDsainehim-

i.ri

6 EElEEsfiFtill!

tri::ar-

I\(ay 3, 1913

call,, witcr Nillo\e, picLerel wced, tlrc morkcy nirir,
ttrrilcl.r.l, aDd milk*ccd- In tlre po.l its.lf grov duck.

Nccd and thc alg*, rtuong ll)c lattcr thc dcsni.ls. 'fhc
tiool's lururcr opportunitics fo. the grori.g of.q{rtics
$ill h. iNprorcd is circurDstrnces bnr' pcflDit.
As nnb ted rildiess is the aim itr il,c gnrden, thoc

arr ro grarcled or conoctc walks to Alide o;c;
srassy foot-triils, like t}c r n$ays ot lrild,niDals.

onlY
One

of tlesc skirts thc cxst si(lc of tl,e pool, ind lcnds tosard
a thicht]' ove.sro{n lc{cl, sl,ich lliss Ilutld ha6 nrDed
''l'ufi'lJalt Flats." ltlc tLickct is thc home of tle l, gc
Ilcolrcrdons ard lcpi-

otns. A dcnse cllmp
of rrickty nsl at thc
edgc ol the "flatr" is

=
":
vilde.ness of alEost
limitles! extent, hills
snd dense foli.8€ &

Iidi,s pl.cc
of tlle interesting col
lar earthstar. But
thc sccure

cobpletely shut aw.y
tlre outer world. In-

these arc only a fcw

decd, here he csn hsrd-

of

lhe gr.dcn's nusl',ooms. Others are
,sdid, boleti, polypori, and cup - fungi.
Stumps and I alle r
tre€s are lcft undis-

ly believe 6nythinA
clsc. Th€ plse is tsir-

Iy lacy of the wild.
The pool i: fontd

by s grss! ard molg
coYelcd eanh.i d.r.,

tu$ed to furnish Iood

vhich h6! been &rotflr
.cross r blook't cour8e.
The dan i3- slmost,
thodsh Dot quit , luch
r! be'eers voutd haYe
.oade, but it is no\t so
coYered wilh thing!
arosing 't lsniloo, ag

for such growths, while

t}e truDks of ded

tr€es sr€ presetYed as
suppolts Ior vitres snd

n€stina plsces for
birds.

Not fai lron "PuftBalI Iftats" is snother

tbey do ir f,ild pl c.t,
thst it s€eb! the wor&
of rsture ittelf. 1t is,
hov€Ye!' the only .bit
of artiffcisl vork in tLe

Epot givcn a D.me out

oI the currtor's actiYe --'
imasinsliqq dId quick
assocrition

of

ideas.

,In I bil of lhiclet he.e
shc vB plsnting soEe-

entilc arrd€L
If it is trot too l.te

of

thidg that seebed to fit

bit of ground llom'
rhi.h ma rds tod to

wss chlrged by n flyinA brigsde of holnek.
The spot is nov known

ir

the se,!oD,

r

b€d

the place, vhen slc

vild violet!, coYedi8

mikc tbe dam, attrs.tri
iDrtant sttentionj aEd
belor the dan lie! i
bcd of sold€D s!n:

frs&-.to .ri. vitL thc

violeLq

as

approsch€s the btuok a
above the pool.

.'

Iittle

in chiming iDr'

trriss Butler

terclt. On. sp€ak3 of
bcds from lorcc oI
hnbit. Thcrc

are_.iD the

garden, Ircwcvci, no
bcds nith legrlar bordcta and shup limitations. The ssxifr.Ee is

An Eight-Lol€d lvlite Birch

iopo*aiiil6-ifri

*ordcn, though nrtive lo the st^tc.
At 6rRt all rfforls Lo arL il to groE in the gardcn wcrc
fulilc. It leemed lo r€selt being traDsplrnted. Some
thing ras lacLing. Then trliss Butlcr. tLe ctrrolor. otr o
plnnl-htrnting cxtredition to l.he Wisconsin .lifls ot thc
SL Cloix niv.!, found r thin lime$one stab, likc s lsrgc
piece of heary stBwbosrd. Thi!, by tlain and trollcv
6nd ha.d, .le corlied to the garde!. Unde! two o! th.cc
incle. of .oft soil !t l]le f,rter'r edgc below the dam r[c
pl,ced it, .trit ovd h lhe .gair Plant d her Etrrifrrg".
T[is tiEc it t@L r@t, rnd it is now itr its fou h year.
About lhis spol too, sro{ the jewel wecd trith its c{iious
€rplGive seeil-pod, wild .rrasplrilla, vorD*ood, *ild
an

"Boa ng Caop."
Prcaently tbe
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s tl,e

strangd to step with
carc here, Ior bcside
t}c path is. r.rtcr
hol. rhnost l,idd.n l,v
srrss6, liLc thoac on;
has slcDpcd iDto

iI lc

}as crcr 6shcd bush-s$een€d kouL strc.m thouah a
' mcsdow. Mi$ing the hole, the visitor
str.tch ol s{lmpj
stoF at the cdg€ of the stlesE l{itb an cxclsmstiotr of
gcnrine plcasurc. Down the opPositc bxnk slrel.h.s {
ma$ of broolt fo;sct.De-nots. Thc name rilcs to lhc
lips lih€ a condin4 brirging, perhaps. r rush of tendcr
Delnoies. Yet the thins one toDatr thought l,ere, and
ssid, was: "Olr, they are just like th. floPcrs we wear on
our hats:' Th. ruling p...ion Eit) sooe Peopl. is irre
Drersible, cven in s wild (,rden. HFrc alro flourisher
ih. ciilin.l Rorcr of Fricct !ed, so brilliant thrt iG
coloi eecms o kitrd oI incanderencc; snd again rlexia
and the closca gcntian.

l'

,I

lllv;], l9l:l
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laclutrrirg to tl,c pool nn(l {lo l,ling b^ck alo,,g thc

tu,
,,.t,,I.\t,:,Iilnl,cs fr rn thr,.i,r,,,"1, ri,,:rri,l
Irds"ltu a 6n.,r \t'.rF..,k. lt,. trr5."r ,,, IIi,,,,c1lrlis,
xitir i ljolc lcn r.(t in ri.cr,,,fcr.n.e. 'flis is rlc king
,ll,(Ernlr.
I',(Ihrl ,("xl-,!,l it:rot'. I,ut sl,ortl,
r,r"r th, s1nl,r, $x- rs1l,l.'t,-l 1,n, surs,;oD wr' cittcit
i,,. in,l n,,v I'^ ,',1.i.srr i. i,, t,.rr.,1 l,c;ith 3n,i .l,t,1r
:tt",'uu.",,,1 Culct,' iils a
.,rlr S".,1 fur , 1.,,,s
-ti;;r$fli
';ir".
I.ul,. n,rrl,,.r u,, 1,,,tiort;,.t,.[r.
Mst,.n o,l
uL tlElj, ll{i,1, .,_!,1 rillut,{L-re!!qo,,il
iit",;ifi. i,
nnoll$ ot the glden

s

p.idrs,'r pcrtcct ciglrt-Loled wl,ite

Lirch, to elich fro,,r ]l)e -c.ao'" l,cloiv l,eck;;;-ilc

"Sereu Sisters." . scven-Iolyt vellow bircha skle path rlrips irto the meartow. rr
-I;;tEr-;;
is rough and lun troc[),,.nd sometnncs soggyr bur lrere
,trd tl€rc it is sta.rc.l {ith tlc dclicate nhite flower ol

tlre suss of l'arnrssns. l,crhrps a third oI the l"ry

rcross thc opcD, .!)oDg tle lDsh gr8ses, is discovered
wl,rt se(,"q tl,c
of dcw. ihongl tlre suh ooy bc
'1,i,,'rnrr ,,r
jr

nl ll,c ncrnlil . lr is
I

d.w

ill. bul spjrltling

Lair

Ior foolisI insc.ls. lt js tl,c cler.r gtutinour nuid seocted by tlre lni.y glMds of the round-leafed sundep.

An inscctJ lighting otr one of [he lernes to sllay its thirst,
is cJDght by tl,c l,niry glinds. the leif folds sround it,
enJ hefore long it is -iigesteil.
Only a few slcps sway is uncovercd lnother of ih€
g"rdcx's rarities, the pitcl,er ptrnt, which bight furnisl

a.

i::

iti

'\:i

[;

gI:

IDnr[ fo. otler ]tr9 froralizhrgs. The pitc]crs rsdirte
trp,,ardr and .re
frod r ccntrrl root. rll rvith
f,,ur',1 r,rrtly 6lltJ uitl, ratcr.'ootrtls
Undcr the rib on ll,e
i'Eidc oI the lc,f is . sticky substatrce which attacts
nrccts. A llg, hivhg sipped lhis necta!, cra\rls on
,nto t[c pitchcr-perhaps after mote drink<eer coultleEs littlc h.i.s slicl! ,ll point downE.rd. Going dovn
is elsyr .s is the desccDt io Avernus, but getting out i3
q ite .nother t}iDg. 'Ihc littlc lEirs flow prove a veri
taLle barbcd virc ,rocna. Dxhnusted at lNt in trying

N

lo prss llris, tLc ins..t slips into ttrc \ut(,r belo\r,
hcd,!)cs l',x!l f,r ll)e

rDd

\ot iar olI,,g{i,r stnn{ls a tnll shrul), rrl,icl) sitl)out.
.losc insl)rrtion sccDs to bt sumich,/tnd sun,arh iL is, l,ut
(l,c tr)iso kiixl rnd to l,c ctefully .ronlcd. IL is (ors.
Lhrn poison iyy, vhich is funxl elsrwl$c iD tl,e srrlo'.
ll t l)oth c illo\tcd to gn)w? in o.der rlit risi(,rs nnr
l,e irsirucieil xs 10 tl,ci. (hnBcrous pccali ities.
r,,.1 iriAt' ,
rt,c hn,I,,L.
Scc,, fru,,,
"d.
'rs "ourl,.n,
in sl,i(1, rrc sunJ.\r.
t,iLcl,,t I,lx,'t, l,di\o ru,ni.l,, J ,l
so oDr is throuAh spring ard snou$ and hll a hr ss of
e(cr'changinB colors, ,n iDBctrsc orient?rl rug orer \rl)ich
thc Dugici.n, Naturc, {;\,cs a Dlsterious vn d, Lrilging
out onc ncw color sclrcue alter {noti)er. In Augustr at
its uppe. cnd wlere it is driest, i[ matclcs the C,rpet of
Ardebil, with its mrsscs of rosy pulplc joe-pye v.cd
(n.med for. New Engl.nd Indiatr wlo is s.jd to lhre
ctcd ifplus rith it), rixcd with gcld.n rod, rstc.s,
yild bc.sanot, tall onc-flo*ers, belrted bla&-e.ycd Su
sins, rosy swiDp milkrvced, bl.zing stNr sncczcweed,
rnd possibly here snd theie a gorgeous Turk's cap. Iror
. background tlrere is the quiet g.ecn oi the t msr.cks,
slloi througl vith the rvhite of birch bolca o! patched
with the b.illiant red ol swamp napleE. And st rhe
Iurther end stands s perpendiculnr j€t ol geen, spreading.t the top,-r supcrb etmJ ffLly nsm€d the ''Lone
SeD$rcl."
On lle t.ail alo,,A the loot of lhe lill, once Eore, is
found the only uDwelcoDe occupant of the aardcn,-the
Carrds thistle. FroE s pasiure over the Asrden's hill
wsll the p&.nL seed of tlis thistle one dtry migtated on
. tortuous wind, and no\ lhe p)anl sloutly refuscs to be
efictcd. Il has been cuf€d lnd kicked 5nd sctu.lly iorn
Dp by tlre roots, but still it grows. Arothe! latlrer fo.vr.d snd pushina plant of the axden is Cr€€pins ClaF
lie. Ch.rlie is rather plasing of countcnance. His frce
is round ind Bhining- BuL hc is avsricious; he aspires

il

t

l,

Jj

i

'the r'Innd Colrt' of tn€ card.h
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to lre s gictt hndcrt Irolriclor. Cons.lncntly l,c lis
bccn ll.ccd tndci lhe gurrrl of llonncinA llet (surcll' r
sulturgrtte)r,n.l otl.r Sood l)lx,r! l!,li.c, nrclul'
'nilitrnL
nrg hnsr', sl)urg., buttcr .trd cggs, rnd cni',i)rIn r sl,r(h, nook ahong tl,c trccs \rlcrc ll,c hill rinf,
ge,{ly tdL,rl tlc south is onc of thc rctrcnts oI tl,.
Indi^n pipc, or corpse plint,<orlisc l)lint, t,ccrnse it
his no folingcr but is nrercl). i N,ritc, clrnrrtr-v stc',, Nitll
I'r.c.likc apt,cndxges and . simplc \rl,itc IL,\rcr nodding
frdn tl,e top. It is a p.nsitc, .lri\ri,,g its notrrishnlcDt
tror Iiving roots or dc.al,trg r.gcrxl,l. I"arr.r'
Ai the sout}c cnd of tlc timnr.ck srrmp tlc trail

n{ry

3, lClS

*l,icl

thc hrliiDs r.gi is r src antkiok, for snnkclritc.
Its ricl,ll nn)l.tl(rl trl litttd lcarcs st,.cxd lrot, a ccht.{l
root-strlk nnd its scnl,c i3 $nnountcd hI a sfikc of dcli
cxtc fliN$s of gnrxtish Nl,itc. ]\ll xr.trnd is t tangl.
of blackb$rrr rnslll,{r$', Nil(l roscs, \ril(i arrpc, \'irsinia
c(:ttrJ,nd l)iit$sNcct. l'he vrllo\r Inll foliaac of tlc

bitnirs\ycct is ftrlncntlr strikingl-r c,l,!xrl \ritI tlc Lrilliint rcd ol tl,e suutich.
llut the mystcrics of U,c s{aDp .rll xD.l onc pluDBcs
in-perhrps to strrllc n g.c t oNI into silcnt fligltt. llcrc
onc could coDtc nanin nnd nE,in xn(l rgnin \rithout cxLnsting the possibilitics ot frcsl' discolrrics. Orchids
arc Dun,e.o$J includiDg thc r$ious sliccics of the l.dy's
slipp*, vith tl,e slowy tidy's-slipprr, trIinncsota's stnte
florcrr proDincnt among illcm. He.. also arc sereril
specics of hrbcDarin, including the orcltis spcctabllis, Iogonin, calopogon, aDd arcthus.,-all of rrre snd dclicitc

beaDtt. I'her€ .re trlso tFo
spccici oI

wind is d,ppitra oaer thc
Lills, sh.king th. ftrn
plumcsr is to ge! s pictuE

doswood, thc highLusL c!a.l,crry, the dw..f couel or
bunchbcriy, the drinly snow'

Ions to bc reDembcred with
Dlosu.e. Tl)e most consp,c-

berry, and Yarious wonders

oI the fcrns is tlte int$rupted (Osmunda Clsruous

toDisns), though

la

But the trea6u.e oI treastrles oI rhis spot s.d of the
garden is the dclicatc twinnowe!, with its tr'iling, r€ddi$h b.own stemJ and its

!ge

clumps of Daidenhsi! trlso
attrnct the eye. About tcn
speies are rativc to the g.!-

den, and sbout thirty others
}!ve b€en iDtroduced, so that

srac€fully slender, leoly

fcl{ of the nrer and

pink-

floser strlks, each l,caring

now th. gird.n con[ains ill
of Iuinnesotr's lerns save r

two pendulous, bct13hrped
shite blossoms ntrsh€d sith

list
forms. The'norc
includca thc t cccl, the

In the Arecn around thc
"Lone ScDtincl" is thc g.rilcD's pinettrm, wlere .re be-

innccessiblc

broad{eafed bcech, the ork,
lhe osLrich, thc Lladder, tlte

ing encouragcd t}e v.riotrs

conifcis of Minnesota. On
tlte edgt oI the green ,lso
gaoe natiYe specimens of
Ira{thom, one of the I@-

htry-sccnted, thc ciift brikc,
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1914
Winter 1913-1914
This winter when Eloise Butler traveled to the East Coast to visit her
relatives instead of spending all of her time there, she and her sister
Cora Pease and Cora’s husband, spent two months in Algiers, Greece,
Germany and Italy touring botanic gardens and museums. According
to a report on March 3 in the Minneapolis Tribune they planned to be
back in late March.
When she returned to Minneapolis in the she began one of her busiest
years of planting in the new Wild Botanic Garden. The prior year
(1913) she had added 993 plants from 73 species, so that by the start of
1914 the Garden had 607 species of herbaceous plants, 66 species of
trees and 101 species of shrubs.(1)
She wrote in her report to Parks Superintendent Theodore Wirth,
dated 1 January 1914:
I am often asked when one can derive the most benefit or
pleasure from a visit to the wild garden. Every week, from
April through October, presents new attractions. First are the
early spring flowers, appearing a little later than in some
other places, on account of the deeper shade in the cup-like
depression occupied by the bog. . .

Photo: The Butler sisters as young
women:
Above - Eloise Butler ca. 1890.
Photo: Branch’s Studio, Minnesota
Historical Society.
Below - Cora Butler Pease. Photo
courtesy Martha Pease

Within a space of twenty acres may be seen in an hour what
would be impossible to find in traversing the state for several
days. From May on, the ferns, some forty species in all, compel
attention, from the time that the woolly crosiers of the
interrupted fern unroll, densely clothing with its long fronds
the wooded slopes, even until winter, when the evergreen
species are conspicuous against the snow. In the latter part of
May, the hawthorns transcend description, freighted with white
flowers, from which, in the fall, will mature bright red fruits.
This report covered the joys of all the seasons at the Garden.
The winter of 1913-14 had a much-below average amount of snowfall,
with warmer than average temperatures in December, January and March, but February was
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abnormally cold. Eloise was able to begin Garden work in early
April.
During the year she wrote three other essays that became part of a
collection known as the “Annals of the Wild Life Reserve.” These were
never published as a group. The other three 1914 works are:
Finding the White Cypripedium (photo at right);
Liverworts, Lichens, Mosses, and Evergreen Ferns in the Wild Garden;
Animal, Bird, and Insect Life in the Wild Garden.

Spring 1914
Eloise Butler’s Garden Log indicates that spring began with
reasonable weather. Her first planting notes occur on April 4 with
plants selected from East Coast sources. 1914 was another extensive
year for plantings in the Garden as Eloise attempted to bring on-site
species she believed should have representation in a “Wild Botanic
Garden.” The first plants came from sources in Massachusetts where
she had been during the early part of the winter visiting her sister
Cora. These she ordered while there and had them shipped for
spring planting.

American Dog Violet, (Viola
labradorica). Photo ©Mark Feider,
Wisconsin Flora

Of all the spring plantings, 17 were species she planted for the first
time. On these 17, only three were not native to Minnesota and only
one of the 17 is still extant - Wild Lupine. A complete list of the new
1914 plantings, with photos and sources, follows this text. Her
sources in the east included Franklin MA, Malden Ma, Gillett’s in
Southwick MA, Magnolia MA, Logansport IN, Charlotte VT and
Boulder CO. Frequently used local sources where she dug up plants
were the Minnehaha and Fort Snelling areas, the bog next door in
Glenwood Park, nearby Glenwood Springs and Western Ave.
Further afield were the Big Bog near Lake Minnetonka, Columbia
Heights, and several areas in St. Paul. The Park Board Nursery
provided some trees and shrubs, including Hemlocks, White Pines
and Jack Pines.
By April 21st, the Hepaticas, Red Maples, Box Elder and Willows
White Lady's-slipper, (Cypripedium
were in full bloom. She noted a bluebird chasing a long-eared owl in
candidum). Photo ©Derek Anderson,
the Garden. Lark sparrows and palm warblers were noted on May
Wisconsin Flora
5th and many other warblers on May 13th. In her log she frequently
noted the bloom of plants she had recently planted - a sign of success and of finding plants in the Garden she had not seen before. On May 6 she discovered a large clump of
Viola conspersa, the American Dog Violet, (now V. labradorica) in the swamp. (photo above) She had
planted this species in 5 previous years starting in 1907 without noticing this clump. She was happy to
see the Prairie Trillium (Trillium recurvatum) blooming on May 24th. She had planted it in 1913.
One of the short essays Eloise wrote in 1914 concerned a day trip she and friend took to find a stand of
the White Cypripedium, the White Lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium candidum). Someone had vandalized
the clump she had in the Garden at the time. This trip involved a journey by train and then a long walk
out in the country.(2)
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Weather in 1914 provided an average spring without adverse
temperatures and adequate precipitation.

Summer 1914
Planting work during the summer occupied much of Eloise Butler's
time. During these months Eloise obtained most of her plant material
from local sources. As a result most of the summer plantings were
species native to the state. Twenty four species were planted for the
first time and only 3 were not native, but one of those is now
considered quite invasive: Watercress, Nasturtium officinale, which
she obtained from a nursery in Osceola WI. The only plant in this
group of 24 new species still extant in the Garden is Silvery Scurfpea
(Pediomelum argophyllum).

Fairy Slipper Orchid, (Calypso
bulbosa). Photo by Martha Crone.

Osceola WI was the only major out of state source for plants during
the summer. As happened occasionally, plants were given to her. On
June 1st, Dr. Roberts (Thomas S.) gave her two of the very beautiful
Fairy Slipper Orchids, Calypso bulbosa, from the shores of Lake Itasca
and on July 26 a Miss Mildred Martin provided from northern
Minnesota ten Single Delight, Moneses uniflora, which she planted in
the “swamp.” (photos at right)
While at the the Big Bog at Minnetonka, she discovered a group of
Canadian Gooseberry, Ribes oxyacanthoides, and promptly brought
one back to the Garden for planting next day. She found a Polygala
paucifolia (Gaywings) near a stump on June 7, after having planted it
in 1908, ‘09, ’10, ’13 and this past spring. (photo at right)
In her log she noted her discoveries of plants in the Garden that she
had not noticed before, some of which she may have planted
elsewhere in the Garden. She wrote:
“Discovered Corylus rostrata in swamp and near spring!”
[this is Beaked Hazelnut and now classified as C. cornuta];
“Found Rubus occidentalis on plateau!” [this is Black
Raspberry which she had found previously in another spot.]

Single Delight, (Moneses uniflora);
Photo ©Robert W. Freckman, Wisconsin
Flora.

In late August she picked 11 giant puffballs and a number of other
mushrooms. There was an area east of the bog that she referred to a
‘puffball flats;’ on August 24th discovered several night hawks in the
Garden. The Fringed Gentian was in bloom on August 29th.
Eloise wrote an essay about life in the Garden titled Animal, Bird,
and Insect Life in the Wild Garden.(2). The opening paragraph from
that article is as follows.
A large number of birds nest in the garden, and during the
season most of the migrants reported from the state have been
noted in the Garden. The tangled vine coverts, abundance of
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Gaywings, (Polygala paucifolia);
Photo ©Aaron Carlson, Wisconsin
Flora

food and water, and protection from sportsmen have made
the place a favorite of the birds. Song, vesper and swamp
sparrows, catbird, bluebird, rose-breasted grosbeak,
Baltimore oriole, brown thrasher, bobolink, marsh wren,
scarlet tanager, indigo bunting hold matins and vespers in
the leafy aisles along the brook, while those of brilliant
plumage, together with goldfinch, Maryland yellow-throated
hummingbird gleam like jewels in the foliage or as they dart
through the air.
During June there was an exhibit of photographs and watercolors of
Minnesota wild flowers at the Central Library. Eloise and Mary
Meeker provided the photos from the Wild Botanic Garden and
Emma Roberts provided the watercolors.(3)
The weather in the summer of 1914 provided average temperatures
but above average rainfall. There were two storms in August that
each produced 3.3 inches of rain.

Wild Blue Phlox, (Phlox divaricata).
Photo ©G D Bebeau

Autumn 1914
In September Eloise maintained an exhibit about the Wild Garden at the Minnesota State Fair in the
Horticulture building, as she had since 1910. By September 15th Eloise had discovered her 22nd giant
puffball in the Garden.
Fall plantings included 19 new species of which 8 where not native to Minnesota but 4 of those 8 had
become naturalized. (list follows) Three species are still extant in the Garden - Climbing Nightshade,
Garden Phlox and Riddell’s Goldenrod. The most significant planting in the fall in terms of shear
numbers was the Wild Blue Phlox, Phlox divaricata, of which she planted 500 that she obtained from the
grounds of the Catholic Seminary in St. Paul.
In late October she obtained some trees and shrubs from the Park
Board Nursery, which at that time was located next door on the west
side of Glenwood Lake. By this date the Park Board was growing
some species that were not native to Minnesota but grew well here.
One of those the Eloise obtained was the Shadblow Serviceberry,
Amelanchier canadensis. (photo right and page 77)
Of her discoveries of unsuspected plants growing in the Garden, she
found Royal Fern (Osmunda regalis) in the swamp, the White Heath
Aster (Aster multiflorus - now Symphyotrichum ericoides) near the Night
Hawks nest that she had discovered in August; and Elm-leaved
Goldenrod (Solidago ulmifolia) - all three of which are still extant in the
Garden.
Fall weather was very good, Eloise noted no frost yet on October 5th
and she was still planting on October 28th. Her final log entry of the
season was of sowing seeds of American Bellflower (Campanula
americana) on October 29th. While there was an abundance of rain in
the summer, the fall was fairly dry and once winter approached there
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Shadblow Servceberry,
(Amelanchier canadensis). Photo G
D Bebeau

was nothing but a trace of precipitation in November and no snow accumulation until mid
December.Total precipitation for the year was above average due to the heavy summer rains.
In her letter for 1914 to Parks Superintendent Theodore Wirth she said that the Garden now contained
670 species of herbaceous forbs, 66 tree species and 101 shrub species. She wrote in another letter that
The Garden has become an efficient aid to young botanists in determining difficult species,
since it is easier to learn type characters from living, growing plants than from dried herbarium
specimens. (4)
Another essay she wrote in 1914 that was not published was titled Notes on being acquainted with trees, in
which she discusses tree shapes and how they add to the landscape.(2)
On December 13 the Minneapolis Star Tribune printed an illustrated article on scenic walks you could
take in the winter in the park system. The bridle paths in Glenwood park get a nod as does this
statement: "Do you know the pool in the wild flower garden in Glenwood Park? There is a peaceful
spot to seek out when dull, drab care gets on your trail and you feel that such remnant of gray matter
as you have is getting warped in the stress of city life." The pool is illustrated in a winter vista of that
end of the Garden. This is the only known photo of the pool in the winter. Compare it to the 1913
springtime photo appearing in The Bellman - see 1913 history.
Below: The photo of the Garden pool appearing in the December 13 newspaper. This pool was created by Eloise
Butler in the first years of the Garden's existence.

NOTES:
1. Report of the Board of Park Commissioners, January 1, 1914.
2: Eloise wrote a number of short essays, most between 1914 and 1920, that after her death were
collected in a series titled Annals of the Wild Life Reserve. Some of these were sent to the Gray
Memorial Botanical Chapter of the Agassiz Association for inclusion in the members circular.
3. Minneapolis Tribune, June 22, 1914.
4: Letter to Theodore Wirth published in the Thirty-second Annual Report of the Board of Park
Commissioners dated 1 January 1915.
Photo top of page 77: Shadblow Serviceberry, Amelanchier canadensis, first planted this year.
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One of the essays Eloise wrote this year was Finding the White Cypripedium.

I had but one clump of white Cypripedium
in my wild garden and that had been
given to me. What I bought from eastern
florists refused to grow. This clump has
blossomed for three years in succession,
but this spring I had but one blossom
because some vandal had picked the
flowers the year before. I find that when
the flowers of Cypripediums and trilliums
are picked that they do not flower the
following year. If any blossoms appear
they are due to leafy stems that were
infertile or without flowers. For, as you
know, if the leaves - the food
manufacturers - are picked off, no more
food is stored up in the roots below for
next year’s growth. 


strikingly beautiful large-flowered
Pentstemon [Penstemon grandiflorus]. We
drove as far as we could. Then we had to
walk a long distance through meadows to
reach our plants. It did not rain, and the
overcast sky was the ideal condition for
such a tramp. The meadows were full of
yellow Cypripedium, both the large
[Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens]
and the small [Cypripedium parviflorum
var. makasin] varieties, and scores of the
showy Cypripedium [Cypripedium regina]
in bud. We came upon large expanses of
Castilleja coccinea [Scarlet Indian
Paintbrush] with heavy heads of luxuriant
scarlet bloom, with a few yellow ones by
way of contrast. Never had we seen them
in such magnificent profusion. 


The white Cypripedium is local. I had
been told of various places where it grew
profusely, but failed to find them. A friend
‘phoned me a few days ago that she had
spotted them several miles out of town.
So we planned to “go for” them. We had
to get up at five o’clock in order to make
the train. When we left the train we
expected to be met by another friend who
was to drive us to the place to be explored
several miles farther away. But no one
was there. It had rained heavily the night
before and was not yet clear so that no
one dreamed that we would make the
venture.


The haunt of the white Cypripediums was
an open meadow full of hummocks of
tufted grasses and sedges surrounded by
deep pools of water. The flowers grew on
the hummocks and were hard to spade on
account of the intertwined and matted
roots of the sedges. In drier meadows we
found Polygala senega [Seneca Snake Root],
Valeriana edulis [Tobacco root] just going
out of blossom, and zygadene [Zigadenus
elegans - white camass] and Turk’s-cap
and wood lilies in bud. On an unwooded
hill was a spring surrounded by pitcher
plants in full flower and all the different
Cypripediums again. 


Should we take the next train home? No,
never! We kilted our skirts and weighted
with impediments, trudged through the
wet grass some three miles across the
country until we found a farmer who was
willing to take us where we were bound
to go. We had a pair of stout farm horses
and a long heavy truck, big enough and to
spare. The Tradescantia [Spiderwort] was
out in full force, set off by great clumps of
orange puccoon, Lithospermum gmelini.
Now and then we passed patches of the

I had never seen pitcher plants in such a
situation before. The soil was peculiar -- a
fine gray colored clay, seemingly
intermixed with sand. We were
enthusiastic over our “finds.” My friend
said, “California can’t offer anything
equal to this!” We packed our treasures in
gunny sacks and had no difficulty in
getting them home, as we were met by
autos at the other end of the line.
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Listing by season, of Eloise Butler's plantings in 1914, that were "1st time" plantings
according to her Garden Log.

Spring 1914 Plantings
• Achillea millefolium roseum, Yarrow, Pink, Introduced. Gillett's Nursery.
• Agoseris - no species given. Native. Montevideo, MN.
• Astragalus lotiflorus, Lotus Milkvetch, Montevideo, MN. Native
• Chrysopsis villosa, (now Heterotheca villosa). Hairy False Goldenaster, (M.C.), Columbia Heights, MN.
Native. (Photo)
• Corydalis aurea, Golden Corydalis, Scrambled Eggs, (M.C.). Fort Snelling. Native [planted again in
October from Mendota. (Photo)
• Gaillardia aristata, Blanketflower, Great-flowered Gaillardia, (M.C.), Charlotte, Vermont. Native.
[Bloomed on June 28 and planted again on Sept. 29. from Mrs. Healy's (her former pupil) Garden at
1800 Humbolt Ave.] (Photo)
• Linnaea borealis, Twinflower, (M.C.), Big Bog at Minnetonka, MN. Native. (Photo)
• Lupinus perennis, Wild Lupine, (M.C.). Native. Gillett's Nursery. Extant. (Photo)
• Opuntia fragilis, Brittle Prickly Pear, (M.C.), Boulder Colorado. Native [Planted again on August 5
from local source]. (Photo)
• Opuntia vulgaris, (now Opuntia ficus-indica) Prickly Pear. Native. Gillett's Nursery.
• Oxytropis lambertii, Purple Locoweed, Boulder CO. Native
• Oxytropis villosa ,(now Oxytropis monticola). Yellowflower Locoweed, Boulder CO. Not native.
• Polygala senaga, Seneca Snake Root, (M.C.), Gillett's. Native. (Photo)
• Sedum acre, Goldmoss Stonecrop, Malden MA. Introduced. (Photo)
• Shepherdia argentea Silver Buffaloberry, Boulder CO. Native. [Note: in 1912 Eloise noted planting
Shepherdia but gave no species]. (Photo)
• Solidago odora, Anise-scented Goldenrod, Native. Gillett's Nursery, Southwick, MA.
• Woodsia scopulina, Rocky Mountain Woodsia, Boulder CO. Native
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Golden Corydalis (Corydalis aurea).
Photo Smithsonian Institution

Brittle Prickly Pear (Opuntia fragilis)
Photo Derek Anderson, Wisconsin Flora

Hairy False Goldenaster (Heterotheca
villosa). Photo G D Bebeau

Seneca Snakeroot (Polygala senaga).
Photo ©Aaron Carlson, Wisconsin Flora
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Blanketflower, (Gaillardia aristata).
Photo Derek Anderson, Wisconsin Flora

Goldmoss Stonecrop (Sedum acre)
Photo ©Christopher Noll, Wisconsin
Flora

Silver Buffaloberry (Shepherdia
argentea) Photo ©G D Bebeau

Twinflower, (Linnaea borealis). Photo
©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin Flora

Wild Lupine, (Lupinus perennis) Photo
©G D Bebeau

85

Pink Yarrow, (Achillea millefolium
roseum), Photo © Ivar Leidus.

Summer 1914 Plantings
• Commelina communis, Asiatic Dayflower, Babcocks Garden at 227 Xerxes Ave. Native. (Photo)
• Cuscuta glomerata, Rope Dodder, Aster Dodder, American Dodder, (M.C.). Minnehaha. Native. (Photo)
• Decodon verticillatus, Swamp Loosestrife, Swamp Willowherb, (M.C.). Malden MA. Native.
• Dracocephalum parviflorum, American Dragonhead, Chicago Ave & 46th St. Native. (Photo)
• Eriocaulon, Seven-angle Pipewort, no species given, but probably was our only native species Eriocaulon aquaticum. Mahtomedi, MN. Native. (Photo)
• Gereradia pedicularia, (now Aureolaria pedicularia). Fern-leaf False Foxglove, Pine Coulee, St. Paul.
Native. This may be one of the three unidentified Gereradia species that she also planted in 1909.
(Photo)
• Grostemma githago, (now Agrostemma githago) Corn Cockle, (M.C.).. Glenwood Springs. Introduced.
(Photo)
• Helianthus laetiflorus, [Helianthus pauciflorus] Stiff or Few-leaved Sunflower, Pine Coulee, St. Paul.
Native. (Photo)
Helianthus
occidentalis, Fewleaf Sunflower, Echo Lake, White Bear. Native. (Photo)
•
• Oenothera Pallida, Pale Evening Primrose. She reported getting it from Brownie's Pond in Glenwood
Park, but this species is not native anywhere near Minnesota. Not sure what was planted - no photo
• Polygonum lapathifolium, (now Persicaria lapathifolis). Nodding Smartweed, Dock-leaved Smartweed,
Curly-top Knotweed, (M.C.). Western Ave - near Glenwood Park. Native. (Photo)
• Talinum teretifolium - Quill Flameflower, from Osceola, WI. and then from Montevideo, MN. Talinum
parviflorum, (now Phemeranthus parviflorus), Prairie Flameflower, is what may have been planted as the
plant she listed is not native to anywhere near Minnesota, but Prairie Flameflower, is native to the
Montevideo area.
• Pogonia ophioglossiodes, Rose Pogonia, (M.C.). From Quaking Bog in Glenwood Park and again from
Big Bog in Minnetonka. Native. (Photo)
• Polanisia graveloens (now Polanisia dodecandra), Roughseed Clammyweed, (M.C.).. Pine Coulee St. Paul.
Native. (Photo)
• Potentilla anserina (now Argentina anserina), Silver-weed
Cinquefoil, (M.C.). Orchard Lake, MN. Native
• Prenanthes racemosa, Purple Rattlesnake Root, Glaucous
Rattlesnake Root, (M.C.), Mahtomedi, MN. Native (planted again
in the fall). (Photo)
• Psoralea argophylla (now Pediomelum argophyllum). Silvery
Scurfpea, Silver-leaved Psoralea, (M.C.). Orchard Lake, MN.
Native. (Photo)
• Pyrola elliptica, Wax-flower Shinleaf, Elliptic-leaf Shinleaf, (M.C.).
Eden Prairie. Native. (Photo)
• Radicula nasturtium-aquaticum (now Nasturtium officinale),
Watercress, (M.C.). Osceola, WI. Introduced and invasive. (Photo)
Swamp Loosestrife. (Decodon
• Ribes oxyacnathoides, Canadian Gooseberry, Big Bog, Minnetonka.
verticillatus). Photo ©Merle R. Black,
Native. (Photo)
Wisconsin Flora
• Sagittaria hetrophylla (now Sagittaria rigida), Sessilefruit
Arrowhead, Brownie's Pond in Glenwood Park. Native. (Photo)
• Saponaria vaccaria, (now Vaccaria hispanica). Cow Soapwort, Glenwood Springs. Native. (Photo)
• Selaginella rupestris, Dwarf Spike-moss, Northern Selaginella, Osceola, WI. Native. (Photo)
• Sonchus aculeatum, Sow thistle, (M.C.).(not a current species designation -aculeatum means prickly so it
may likely be Sonchus asper - the Spiny Sowthistle). from Minnehaha Glen. Native. Extant
• Veronica anagallis-aquatica, Water Speedwell, Osceola, WI. Native. (Photo)
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American Dragonhead
(Dracocephalum parviflorum). Photo
©Emmett J. Judziewicz, Wisconsin
Flora

Dwarf Spike-moss, (Selaginella
rupestris). Photo ©Christopher Noll,
Wisconsin Flora

Asiatic Dayflower (Commelina
communis). Photo © Merle R.
Black, Wisconsin Flora

Fewleaf Sunflower, (Helianthus
occidentalis). Photo ©G D Bebeau
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Corn Cockle (Agrostemma
githago). Photo ©Dan Tenaglia,
Missouri Plants

Nodding Smartweed, (Persicaria
lapathifolis).Photo ©G D Bebeau

Canadian Gooseberry, (Ribes
oxyacnathoides). Photo ©Wm. A.
Alverson, Wisconsin Flora

Roughseed Clammyweed, (Polanisia
dodecandra). Photo ©Merle R. Black,
Wisconsin Flora

Fern-leaf False Foxglove (Aureolaria
pedicularia). Photo ©Janice Stiefel,
Wisconsin Flora

Rope Dodder, (Cuscuta glomerata).
Photo ©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin Flora
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Purple Rattlesnake Root, (Prenanthes
racemosa). Photo ©Christopher Noll,
Wisconsin Flora

Rose Pogonia, (Pogonia
ophioglossiodes). Photo ©Merle R. Black,
Wisconsin Flora

Seven-angle Pipewort (Eriocaulon
aquaticum). Photo ©Matthew L.
Wagner, Wisconsin Flora.

Silvery Scurfpea, (Pediomelum
argophyllum) Photo ©G D Bebeau

Sessilefruit Arrowhead, (Sagittaria
rigida). Photo ©Paul Skawinski,
Wisconsin Flora

Spiny Sowthistle, (Sonchus asper)..
Photo ©G D Bebeau
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Stiff Sunflower. (Helianthus
pauciflorus) Photo © G D Bebeau

Watercress, (Nasturtium officinale).
Photo ©Robert H. Mohlenbrock, USDANRCS Plants database

Water Speedwell (Veronica anagallisaquatica). Photo ©Christopher Noll,
Wisconsin Flora

Wax-flower Shinleaf, (Pyrola elliptica).
Photo ©Emmett J. Judziewicz,
Wisconsin Flora

Cow Soapwort (Vaccaria hispanica).
Photo ©Emmett J. Judziewicz,
Wisconsin Flora

Fall 1914 Plantings
• Adlumia fungosa, Allegheny-vine, Climbing Fumitory, no source. Native. (Photo)
• Amelanchier canadensis, Shadblow Serviceberry, (M.C.). Park Board Nursery at Glenwood Lake. Not
native. (Photo)
• Aster drummondii (now Symphyotrichum drummondii), Drummond’s Aster, (M.C.). Glenwood Park.
Native. (Photo)
• Camassia esculenta (now Camassia scilloides), Atlantic Camas, Logansport Indiana. Not native (Photo)
• Cannabis sativa, Hemp, (M.C.). Merrian Park. Introduced. (Photo)
• Gentiana quinquefolia, Ague-weed, Stiff Gentian, Wisconsin. Native. (Photo)
• Hudsonia ericoides, Pine Barren Golden Heather, Magnolia MA. Not native.
• Linum sulcatum, Yellow Flax, (species not specified but Grooved Yellow Flax is the only native in
Hennepin County), Minnehaha. Native. (Photo)
• Penthorum sedoides, Ditch Stonecrop, Lake Johanna. Native. (Photo)
• Petalostemum villosus (now Dalea Villosa). Silky Prairie Clover, Columbia Heights. Native. (Photo)
• Phlox paniculata, Garden Phlox, Fort Snelling River Bank. Introduced. Extant. (Photo)
• Polygonella artriculata, Coastal Jointweed, (M.C.). Magnolia MA. Native. (Photo)
• Potentilla fruticosa (now Dasiphora fruticosa), Shrubby Cinquefoil, (M.C.). Park Board Nursery at
Glenwood Lake. Native. (Photo)
• Solanum dulcamara, Climbing Nightshade, Mrs. Healy's Garden 1800 Humbolt Ave. Introduced and
naturalized. Extant. (Photo)
• Solidago juncea, (assume as no species listed), Early Goldenrod (M.C.). Minnehaha. Native. (Photo)
• Solidago missouriensis, Missouri Goldenrod, Chicago Ave. & 38th Street. Native. (Photo)
• Solidago riddellii, Riddell’s Goldenrod, (M.C.). Minnehaha. Native. Extant. (Photo)
• Trifolium procumbens (now Trifolium campestre), Field Hop Clover, Merrian Park. Introduced. (Photo)
• Trillium undulatum, Painted Trillium, (M.C.). Charlotte Vermont. Not native.
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Atlantic Camas, Wild Hyacinth
(Camassia scilloides). Photo ©G D
Bebeau

Coastal Jointweed, (Polygonella
artriculata). ©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin
Flora

Climbing Nightshade, (Solanum
dulcamara) Photo ©G D Bebeau

Ditch Stonecrop (Penthorum
sedoides). Photo ©G D Bebeau
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Ague-weed, Stiff Gentian
(Gentiana quinquefolia) Photo ©G
D Bebeau

Early Goldenrod, (Solidago juncea).
Photo ©Robert Freckmann,
Wisconsin Flora

Field Hop Clover (Trifolium campestre).
Photo ©Patrick J Alexander , USDANRCS Plants Database

Shadblow Serviceberry, (Amelanchier
canadensis). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Garden Phlox, (Phlox paniculata).
Photo ©G D Bebeau

Silky Prairie Clover, (Dalea Villosa).
Photo ©Derek Anderson, Wisconsin
Flora
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Missouri Goldenrod, (Solidago
missouriensis). Photo ©Merle R. Black,
Wisconsin Flora.

Grooved Yellow Flax, (Linum
sulcatum). Photo ©Derek Anderson,
Wisconsin Flora

Shrubby Cinquefoil, (Dasiphora
fruticosa). Photo ©G D Bebeau

Hemp (Cannabis sativa). Photo ©Merle
R. Black, Wisconsin Flora

Allegheny Vine (Adlumia fungosa).
Photo ©Christopher Noll, Wisconsin
Flora.

Riddell's Goldenrod, (Solidago
riddellii) Photo ©G D Bebeau

Drummond’s Aster
(Symphyotrichum drummondii). Photo
©Mark Feider, Wisconsin Flora
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Old Andrew

by Eloise Butler, from Annals of the Wild Life Reserve
Old Andrew’s Mount . . . the highest point in the garden . . . The western slope of the mount and the
meadows to the west and north are the most recent acquisitions of the garden .. . . A gravelly pit on this
western slope marks a mystery. It was hollowed out and roofed over by a solitary called Old Andrew.
Here, mailed in silence, he lived for several years and
no one knew his history. One day he disappeared.
Weeks afterward, the body of a man past recognition
was found in the vicinity. It may have been Old
Andrew’s but there was no definite proof. At any rate,
he was never seen again. His cave and trenches
furrowing the meadow below, which he attempted to
farm are the only traces of his life among us.
Shortly after Old Andrew’s cave was included in the
Garden, the curator’s work was interrupted by the
sound of an axe coming from that direction. Rushing
up the incline to ward off the trespasser, she found no
one, and heard nothing, but, when her work was
resumed, the experience was repeated. This happened
again and again, for two or three days in succession.
A sense of mystery the spirit daunted,
And said, as plain as whisper in the ear,
The place is haunted.
(unknown source)
Old Andrew used to cut wood for the neighbors. Could
he be the ghostly woodchoppper? Means were at once taken to exorcise him. The cave was cleared of
fallen tree trunks and branches. Basketfuls of violets, hepatica, wild columbine and trailing fern, with a
generous amount of rich loam, were dibbled in. And thereupon the “perturbed spirit” was induced to
rest.
That is the end of the Butler text, but in 1924 she provided some additional details in a newspaper
interview: (see 19924 section)
She was quoted “Of course, being New England born, I don’t believe in ghosts, but years ago when
Glenwood Lake was known as Keegan’s Lake, an old hermit lived in a cave in the woods. Suddenly he
disappeared. Three months later a body was discovered which was believed to be his, anyway, he was
never seen again.”
The map of the old Garden is from Martha Hellander. The text of this article is one of a number of
short essays that Eloise Butler wrote while curator of the Garden that after her death were collected in a
series titled Annals of the Wild Life Reserve, but were not published.
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1915
Winter 1914-1915
While Eloise was on the East Coast she sourced some plants from
Kelsey's Nursery in Charlotte Vermont that were then sent to her in
April.
Upon her return to Minneapolis in early spring she again took up
residence (but for the last time) with friend Jessie Polley in south
Minneapolis as she had done since 1912. In 1916 she moved to the
Babcock residence near the Garden.
During the winter, the Park Board carpenters began to build a small
wooden cabin with shingled exterior for use as a Garden Office and
visitor center. It was designed by Eloise and placed on the plateau
that was located half way between the front gate and the wetland [the
site of the current patio in front of the current visitor's shelter]. It was
completed on April 9th. Until 1944 it was unheated. A sign reading
“Office of Curator - Wild Botanic Garden" was placed near the door. It
was known in later years as "the little cabin" and as the "garden office"
and the word "Botanic" was later changed to “Flower." That building
was divided into two sections and served as office, visitor center,
shelter and all other purposes until 1970 when the new shelter was
completed and dedicated to Martha Crone.

Above: A view of the Butler
farmhouse near Appleton Maine
where Eloise grew up. Photo from
1989 courtesy Martha Hellander.

At some time during the winter months Eloise crafted two essays about her Garden. Her intention was
to create a series about the early history of the Garden and another to be titled Annals of the Wildlife
Reserve. Both of these articles may have been published, certainly the first was as indicated by the text
quoted below. Eloise was a member of the Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter of the old Agassiz
Association, Division D - the middle west.(1) She frequently sent essays for circulation to the chapter's
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members. Various contributions from members were grouped and circulated by post from one member
to another.
The Agassiz Association was founded in the late 1800‘s to be an association of local chapters that would
combine the like interests of individuals and organizations in the study of Nature. However, by this
time it was largely defunct and only the Gray Memorial Chapter, with
several divisions, was still active.(2).
The first of these two articles, dated January 1915 was titled
“Children’s Forage Plants in the Wild Garden”. She opened with
I have been thinking lately about the plants I used to browse
upon when I was a child and am trying to persuade my
sister to write a paper on the subject. I wonder if any of you
can add to the list from your own experience.
She then discussed her childhood preference for beech leaves, the
tubers of dwarf ginseng, the nutlets of Sweet Fern [photo] whose
leaves became cigarettes for the boys but “it wasn’t fashionable in our
set for girls to smoke.” Many more fruits and berries are listed that
children did and can enjoy from the wild.
Her second essay, dated February 1915 was titled “The Fragrance of
the Wild Garden” in which she discussed a number of pleasing
fragrances of wild plants - from violets to grapes to ferns and mints.

The nutlets of Sweet Fern
(Comptonia peregrina). Photo G D
Bebeau

Barring the malodorous Skunk Cabbage which had to be introduced into my bog, the equally
offensive Carrion Flower which is forgiven on account of the picturesque vine and big bells of
dark purple berries, and the unspeakable fungus, the stinkhorn, tolerated as a curious freak of
the vegetable kingdom, at all times the garden dispenses sweet fragrance.
First, there is the woodsy smell so delightful in the spring when the wilderness is free from
snow. The tamaracks yield a slight aromatic blend to this, leafless as they are. My juvenile
evergreens -- all introduced -- will increase this quality in the future. The liverworts coating the
ground in the bog, with their flat, leaf-like growths, have a cloying sweet odor, so individual that
they could be recognized by that alone.
Some disagreeable odors are also mentioned but her advice is to sample since:
It is impossible to describe an odor. Comparison with other odors fails in indicating the
individual quality, which is always sui generis [of his, her, its particular kind]. For instance, the
odor of Cypripediums reminds me of that of strawberries, but this conveys no true idea of it.
Work in the Garden this season did not begin until the second week of April due to snow and ice, but
then April became a very warm month. The winter of 1914/1915 had only slightly more snow than
average but there was an 11 inch snowfall in early March.
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Spring 1915
In March Eloise Butler wrote a brief essay titled “Notable Features of my
Wild Garden” in which she reviewed the seasonal highlights of her chosen
place for a Wild Garden. The reference in it to spring weather indicates it
was sent to the Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter for circulation. She
concluded with notes about the season:
The season is unusually late this year and we have no flowers
as yet, save those of the white maple and the yellow accents of
hazel, but the swamp is gay with a cordon of red-osier
dogwood, interspersed with yellow stems of willows and
saffron-colored Cornus circinata (now Cornus rugosa, Roundleaved Dogwood). Since early March, innumerable pussies on
the willows have been purring, ‘Spring is here!’ although more
warmth is needed to bring out the yellow stamens and pistils.
[Partial text on last page of this year’s history.]

Above: The Garden Office as
it looked on February 29,
1936. Photo courtesy
Minnesota Historical Society

This essay is the first instance where Eloise expresses her desire to have a
larger aquatic pool in the Garden. Her first pool proved to be too shady. This desire would be expressed
in subsequent writing, particularly her 1926 History of the Garden. The pool (the Mallard Pool) came to
be in 1932. She wrote here:
I have a pool in the garden that was formed by building a dam
across a brook and it is proposed to make by excavation a sizable
pool in one of my meadows for more aquatic plants.
The Garden was still not ready to open on April 1st in 1915. Eloise recorded
in her log on April 2:
Snow and ice. Ground still frozen. Latest season for some years.
Chickadees, white-bellied nuthatches, and crows in evidence.
Discovered Minnehaha Junior on the course of a little stream
formed by melting snow and ice, pouring down the east hillside
past Monarch to the marsh. [Minnehaha Junior is a reference to
Minnehaha Falls which tumbles over a limestone ledge in
Minnehaha Creek which flows through Minneapolis on its way to
the Mississippi River. Monarch is an aged White Oak in the
Garden]
Oblongleaf Bluebells, (Mertensia
oblongifolia). Photo ©Nevada
Native Plant Society

The building of the new garden office that began during the winter was
completed. On April 8 she recorded “Office put up and nearly shingled. ”
Then on the 9th she noted “house finished.” Also on April 8th she noted “Talked to girls at the LooseWilds Biscuit Co. Factory at their noon hour.” Spring did not come easily in 1915. Eloise noted on May
9 “Heavy frost last night, Fern and grape leaves destroyed” and again on May 17 “Heavy frost last
night” followed by May 18 “Heavy snow storm last night, Trees and branches broken down with the
weight of snow. Yellow Lady’s-slipper in bloom.”
Spring planting began on April 12th with 4 native sedges sourced from Minnehaha Park. Two busy
days occurred on April 25 and 29 when she planted 314 blue and yellow violets, sourced locally.
A number of plants, both native and non-native were established this spring. The most unusual was
Oblongleaf Bluebells [photo above] (Mertensia oblongifolia) a gift from a Miss Tillisch who was visiting
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in Montana where it is native. A detailed list of all 1915 plantings of
plants put in for the first time by Eloise, with photos, follows this text.
Miss Mary Tillisch was active in the Society for the Preservation of
Wild Flowers as was Eloise.

Below: Several of the plants
Eloise put in during Summer
1915 that are now considered
invasive. Photos G D Bebeau

Real spring weather began with a warm spell in mid-April, then as
Eloise noted, turning into a very cool May with that significant frost
and snow on the 18-19th. Rainfall was not excessive.

Summer 1915
In June two additional essays were composed. One, “Asters in the Wild
Garden,” was a summary of all the asters located in the Garden. This
document was submitted to the Park Board for inclusion in the 1915
33rd Annual Report of the Board of Park Commissioners. She listed 15
asters indigenous to the Garden, 12 introduced species and a list of 6
she would yet like to obtain. A memorable statement was:
From year to year I become more and more attached to wild
asters. They are so varied in color, habit and form. They
bloom from August well into October, defying frosts. The
one I look at last, I like best of all, for each species has a
charm peculiar to itself.

Dames Rocket, (Hesperis
matronalis).

Her other work that summer was “Ferns in the Wild Garden.” This work
was sent to The Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter for circulation.
Eloise wrote of the 10 ferns indigenous to the Garden and those that she
introduced and how she obtained them. She still listed 8 others she
wished to obtain. One of her comments in the article was that “the most
spectacular feature of the garden is a hillside densely clothed with the
Interrupted Fern.” [photo page 141].
On June 14 she found a black-billed cuckoo’s nest in the east bog with
two young and on July 16 Eloise noted:
Saw muskrat on dam. He stood motionless for a time, as did I.
Then he turned and faced me, baring his teeth. “Why do you
grin at me?‚”I asked him pleasantly. Whereupon, he slid
through the wild balsam into the brook.
Field Sow Thistle, (Sonchus
arvensis).
Dr. Thomas Roberts [photo next page] visited the Garden during the
summer, as was his habit, with or without a University class in tow. On
August 8 he found a Ruffled Grouse in the swamp. Roberts was a
professor at the University and it is for him that the Robert’s Bird Sanctuary near Lake Harriet is
named.

On August 12 the Minneapolis Audubon Society, newly formed in 1915, met in the Garden. On August
21st a Mr. Jackson, Assistant Superintendent of schools and Prof. Groves from Chicago visited the
Garden. On August 28:
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“All sorts of birds by [the] spring this morning, humming
birds, redstarts, house wrens, yellow breasted vireos, catbirds,
sparrows, etc. Humming birds chased the white-crowned
sparrow. When the humming birds fly, their wings vibrate so
rapidly that they look like gauze.
This summer Eloise introduced several plants to the Garden that
today, are considered invasive and would be avoided. In her day
they may have been looked on favorably or were brought in because
she wanted them represented. On June 16th she introduced Dames
Rocket [photo previous page] (Hesperis matronalis) to the Garden
from the bog at Lake Minnetonka. Control measures have had to be
taken over the years to keep it under control in the Garden. The same
can be said for Chicory (Cichorium intybus) introduced on August 8,
and Field Sow Thistle [photo previous page] (Sonchus Arvensis)
introduced on August 10th.

Above:Dr. Thomas S. Roberts.
Photo courtesy Minnesota
Historical Society

During the summer she continued to be surprised at finding a plant
in a place she had not seen it before. She had reported her
consternation about this in a letter to Theodore Wirth at the
beginning of the year:
The wild garden has been true to its name and nature in behaving contrary to rule and
precedent. Plants sometimes have refused to grow where conditions seemed favorable, and have
perversely appeared in unlikely places. Aster multiflorus, a prairie plant, has taken to the bog,
and meadow gentians have been found on the dry hillside. The small, pale-blue dog violet, Viola
conspersa, and the interesting little twayblade, Liparis loeslii, carefully planted on one side of the
swamp, have developed more thrifty colonies on the extreme opposite side; and Royal Fern,
Osmunda regalis, set out on the edge of the swamp, has lodged itself in the center.
The summer of 1915 was very cool with significant departures from average temperatures. A wet
period began near the end of June with one 3.17 inch rainfall in July.

Autumn 1915
As had been her practice since 1910, Eloise maintained a display at the Minnesota State Fair about the
Wild Garden. This year she spent the week of September 6 to 11 at the fair. The Minneapolis Tribune
wrote "Biggest Floral Display Attracting Attention." The display was of over 250 wild flowers and the
Tribune said "Glenwood Park scores well." Miss Butler was quoted saying that only one garden of wild
flowers, that one in the east, compared to Glenwood Park. (3)
Further accolades were reported in the Tribune 3 days later when Mr. H. S. Naldrett, representative of
Kelway and Son, one of Great Britain's largest seed houses, was quoted saying "This collection
prepared by Miss Butler is one of the finest I have ever seen. A city which makes provision for such
things in its parks indeed is to be complimented." He took back to Britain the Fringed Gentian and
some seed hoping to be able to grow it as "the blue is the most perfect in the plant world." (4)
It was a good year for mushrooms, Eloise noted on September 6th that Miss Daisy Hone collected 27
species of mushroom in the Garden. Eloise listed them in the Log.
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During the fall planting season she introduced both native and nonnative plants. A most interesting exchange occurred on September 5th
when she swapped 100 maidenhair ferns for a single clump of
Ramshead Lady’s-slippers [photo below] (Cypripedium arietinum), such
was her desire to obtain the species. In later years both Martha Crone
and Ken Avery would also search out the plant for the Garden. None
have survived.
Her last planting note was on October 15 when she planted a large
number of wild roses obtained from the Park Board Nursery which
was located adjacent to the Garden at Glenwood Lake. Of the 4 species
of rose totaling 453 plants, she planted 400 alone of Rosa blanda - the
Smooth Rose [photo]. In addition some honeysuckles arrived from
Horsford's Nursery in Charlotte Vermont.
A detailed list of 1915 autumn plantings of plants put in for the first
time by Eloise follows this text.

Smooth Rose, (Rosa blanda).

The 33rd Annual Report of the Board of Park Commissioners included her
statement that she had planted 2,449 plants and 94 new species.
A final essay for the year was written in December and titled “Effective
Coloring in the Wild Garden That is not due to Flowers” in which she
traces the vivid colors of the autumn Garden that begin with the Red
Maple. She covered trees, shrubs, fruits, berries, even mushrooms and
adds “All this brilliancy is enhanced in the garden by the young
evergreen trees, the evergreen ferns and trailers in the swamp. . .”
More on next page.
With the Garden closed and her new office locked up she departed for
the East Coast to visit her sister Cora Pease.
Fall weather had temperatures a bit above average in contrast to the
summer months. Precipitation was adequate with snow falls
beginning in mid-November. Annual precipitation for the year was
around 34 inches - a few inches above average.

Ramshead Lady’s-slipper,
(Cypripedium arietinum). Photo from
a Kodachrome by Martha Crone on
June 9, 1954.

Notes:
1: Martha Hellander's research indicated Eloise joined the Chapter in
1908. The Wild Gardener, page 82.
2: Details of the history of the Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter are
found in "History of the Gray Memorial Botanical Association and the Asa Gray Bulletin" by Harley H.
Bartlett in the Asa Gray Bulletin Vol. 1, No. 1, January 1952, Ann Arbor Michigan.
3: Minneapolis Tribune, September 5, 1915.
4: Minneapolis Tribune, September 10, 1915.
Photo top of page 95: The Garden Office, first erected in 1915, is shown in an image from 1935. Photo
courtesy Minnesota Historical Society, Martha Crone Collection.
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The opening text of
“Notable Features of my Wild Garden, March
1915”

yellow stems of willows and saffron-colored
Cornus circinata [now Cornus rugosa, Roundleaved Dogwood, no longer extant in the
Garden]. Since early March, innumerable pussies
on the willows have been purring, “Spring” is
here!” although more warmth is needed to bring
out the yellow stamens and pistils.

Among the notable features of the garden, first
of all should be noted the lie of the land and the
admirable situation, consisting as it does of
morainic hills commanding widespread views
with intervening valleys, ponds and bogs. My
twenty acres of garden within a park of about
600 acres, includes one small tamarack bog, but
none of the ponds. One pond, however, full of
lilies, lies not a stones throw off, and the other
can be seen from my highest hilltop; while a
third is distant but a few minutes’ walk. I have a
pool in the garden that was formed by building a
dam across a brook and it is proposed to make
by excavation a sizable pool in one of my
meadows for more aquatic plants. As it is, I have
varied conditions of soil, moisture and light
exposure that satisfy the needs of all the
imported plants from other parts of the state.

Eloise was enchanted with color and not always
from flowers. Here is the opening of her essay
"Effective Coloring in the Wild Garden that is
not due to flowers.”
The first note of the brilliant color of the waning
year is struck by the red maple, Acer rubrum,
which is abundant in all stages of growth in the
wild garden. Its’ poignant beauty persists until
after the first heavy frosts. In the spring, this tree
glows brilliant in fruit as well as in flower. When
the maple leaves fall, the oaks begin to put on
their gorgeous crowns in many shades of red,
bronze, and russet brown, set off by the yellow
leaves of the birch and poplars, the gleaming
white stems of the birches and the dark green
foliage of the tamarack.

The beauty of the landscape is enhanced by the
character of the trees and shrubs and their
natural grouping. There are many white birches
and white oaks, also red maples. These in the fall
- the white stems of the birches, the peculiar
mulberry red of the white oaks, and the many
shades of color afforded by other plants, all set
off by the dark green of the tamaracks - makes
one understand why the term poignant should
be applied to remarkable beauty.

The white oaks lend a distinctive tint of a
peculiarly rich mulberry red. Nature makes a
lavish use of pigments on many of the shrubs
and low bushes. The sumachs cover the
landscape here and there with floods
incarnadine [pale red to blood red]; and the
woodbines, or Virginia Creepers, are trailing
clouds of glory; the viburnums show deep red;
the dark pink leaves of the wahoo [Wahoo Euonymus atropurpureus] are succeeded by fruittassels of coral pink and red; the foliage of the
black currant, Ribes floridum [Ribes americanum],
is rimmed and streaked with red; and the
blackberry’s vicious prickles are forgiven when
its leaves are like the petals of damask rose.

Someone voiced this feeling on seeing the
garden in autumnal dress by saying, “It makes
me ache to look at this!” One of my white birches
on a hillside has eight bolls, while opposite
opposite in the meadow a yellow birch rejoices
with seven. Between them “Monarch,” the
largest white oak in Minneapolis, lifts his aged
head and rules the landscape.
The season is unusually late this year and we
have no flowers as yet, save those of the white
maple and the yellow accents of hazel, but the
swamp is gay with a cordon of redosier
dogwood (Cornus sericea), interspersed with
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Spring 1915 Plantings
▪
▪

Barbarea stricta [Barbarea vulgaris ] Garden Yellow Rocket, from Minnehaha. (M.C.). Introduced. (Photo)
Brauneria angustifolia [Echinacea angustifolia var. angustifolia], Blacksamson Echinacea, 6 plants from Charlotte

Listing by season, of Eloise Butler's plantings in 1915, that were "1st time" plantings according to
her Garden Log.

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪
▪
▪

Vermont. It bloomed in August. (M.C.). Native. (Photo)
Brauneria purpurea [Echinacea purpurea], Eastern Purple Coneflower, 6 plants from Charlotte Vermont. It
bloomed in August. (M.C.) Not native. Extant. (Photo)
Carex plantaginifolia [Carex plantaginea] Plantain leaf sedge, from Minnehaha, Native [ bloom noted April 28
1916]
Cardamine pennsylvanica [Cardamine pensylvanica] Pennsylvania Bittercress, from Minnehaha. Native. (Photo)
Clematis ochroleuca [Clematis ochroleuca] Curlylheads, 2 roots from New York, not native.
Collinsia verna, Blue-eyed Mary, 4 clumps from Auberna Ill. Not native. [Martha Crone also planted this in
1936 from seed.] (Photo)
Mertensia oblongifolia, Oblongleaf Bluebells, gift of Miss Tillisch from Montana, not native. (Photo)
Morus alba, Russian Mulberry (White Mulberry), 9 plants gift of Game Commission. Introduced. No photo.
Penstemon laevigatus [Penstemon digitalis] Foxglove Beardtongue, 6 plants from Charlotte Vermont. More were
planted on June 21st. Native. Extant. (Photo)
Penstemon hirsutus. Hairy Beardtongue, 6 plants from Charlotte Vermont. It bloomed in August. Not native.
(Photo)
Prunus nigra. Canadian Plum, 2 plants from Strands Nursery, Taylor’s Falls, MN. Native. No photo.
Pyrus x soulardii, [P. ioensis x pumila], Soulard's crab, 2 plants from Strands Nursery, Taylor’s Falls, MN. – not
considered native as previous reports of the species from Minnesota were based on cultivated specimens. No
photo.
Tradescantia reflexa [Tradescantia ohiensis] Bluejacket, 25 plants from Sandy Lake. Native. Five days earlier
Eloise first noted the plant growing in the Garden. Extant. (Photo)
Viola striata, Striped Cream Violet, from New York, not native. (Photo)
Waldsteinia fragarioides. Appalachian Barren Strawberry, 12 plants from Charlotte Vermont. Native, but now
on the Special Concern List. (Photo)
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Yellow Rocket (Barbarea vulgaris).
Photo ©G D Bebeau

Pennsylvania Bittercress
(Cardamine pensylvanica) Photo
©G D Bebeau.

Narrowleaf Coneflower (Echinacea
angustifolia) Photo ©G D Bebeau.

Blue-eyed Mary (Collinsia verna)
Photo ©Kyle Steel, Wisconsin
Flora.
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Eastern Purple Coneflower
(Echinacea purpurea) Photo ©G D
Bebeau.

Foxglove Beardtongue (Penstemon
digitalis) Photo ©G D Bebeau.

Oblong Leaf Bluebells
(Mertensia oblongifolia) Photo
©Nevada Native Plant Society.

Hairy Beardtongue (Penstemon
hirsutus) Photo ©James R. Sime,
Wisconsin Flora.

Striped Creme Violet (Viola striata)
Photo ©Kyle Steel, Wisconsin Flora.

Bluejacket (Tradescantia ohiensis)
Photo ©G D Bebeau.

Appalachian Barren Strawberry
(Waldsteinia fragarioides) Photo
©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin Flora.
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Summer 1915 Plantings
▪
▪
▪

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Achnatherum hymenoides, Indian Rice, from the Western Ave. bridge (near the Garden). Native.
Asclepias ovalifolia, Ovalleaf Milkweed, from Hopkins, native. (Photo)
Aster longifolius [Symphyotrichum robynsianum] Longleaf Aster, 4 plants from Mendota. (M.C.) Native. [She
noted it was planted “by [the] others” but this is the first mention of the plant in her logs- nor did she list it
on her early 1915 summary of Asters in the Wild Garden]. (Photo)
Cichorium intybus, Chicory, no source given, introduced. Extant. (Photo)
Geranium bicknellii, Bicknell’s Cranesbill, from Mr. Babcock’s [near the Garden]. Native. (Photo)
Habenaria flava [Platanthera flava var. flava], Pale green orchid, 8 plants from Mahtomedi (planted again on
Sept. 23rd). Native. (Photo)
Habenaria hyperborea [Platanthera aquilonis] Leafy Green Orchis, (Northern Green Orchid), from big bog at
Minnetonka. (M.C.) Native. (Photo)
Hesperis matronalis, Dames Rocket, from big bog at Minnetonka - introduced [now considered an invasive
species]. Extant.
Koeleria (no species) Prairie Junegrass from Sandy Lake. Native.
Oenothera serrate (so such species - so we assume O. serrulata) [Calylophus serrulatus] Yellow Sundrops, from
Sandy Lake. Native [she planted more, using the same name, on July 20 sourced from Fort Snelling. (Photo)
Penstemon acuminatus. Sharpleaf Penstemon, from Sandy Lake. This is possibly a mistake in her log as this
plant is native only to the west coast of the U.S.
Scheuchzeria, Rannoch-rush, from the quaking bog (near the Garden). Native.
Sonchus arvensis, Field Sow Thistle, from Medicine Lake vicinity. Introduced and invasive with the seed listed
on the MN DNR Restricted List. (Photo)
Verbena bracteata. Bigbract Verbena from Glenwood Park. Native. (Photo)

Ovalleaf Milkweed (Asclepias
ovalifolia) Photo ©Derek
Anderson, Wisconsin Flora.

Longleaf Aster (Symphyotrichum
robynsianum) Photo ©Steve
Garske, Wisconsin Flora.
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Chicory (Cichorium intybus)
Photo ©G D Bebeau.

Bicknell's Geranium (Geranium
bicknellii) Photo ©Derek Anderson,
Wisconsin Flora.

Yellow Sundrops (Calylophus
serrulatus) Photo ©Emmett J.
Judziewicz, Wisconsin Flora.

Pale Green Orchid (Platanthera
flava) Photo ©Derek Anderson,
Wisconsin Flora.

Leafy Green Orchis or Northern
Green Orchid (Platanthera aquilonis)
Photo ©G D Bebeau

Field Sow Thistle (Sonchus
arvensis) Photo ©G D Bebeau.

Big-bract Verbena (Verbena
bracteata) Photo Patrick J. Alexander,
USDA-NRCS Plants Database.
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Fall 1915 Plantings
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪
▪
▪

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Andropogon furcatus [Andropogon gerardii], Big Bluestem, a large clump from Glenwood Park. Native. Extant.
(Photo)
Andropogon scoparius [Schizachyrium scoparium] Little Bluestem, a clump from Glenwood Park. Native. Extant.
(Photo)
Artemisia biennis. Biennial Wormwood, from meadow near park bridge over Luce RR. Introduced. (Photo)
Artemisia canadensis [Artemisia campestris ssp. borealis var. borealis] Field Sagewort, from Northern Minn.
Native [Eloise noted she thought that this was the species of Artemisia. According the the University
Herbarium ssp. borealis is a misapplied name and ssp. caudata is correct - a species Eloise actually planted in
1909.] (Photo)
Artemisia dracunculoides, Tarragon, from Blooming Prairie. Native [Eloise noted she thought that this was the
species of Artemisia.] (Photo)
Cornus florida, Flowering Dogwood, from Horsford’s Nursery, Charlotte Vermont. (M.C.). Not native. No
Photo.
Cypripedium arietinum. Ramshead Lady’s-slipper, 1 clump from Mrs. Whites Garden, Bemidji MN. (M.C.).
Native. [Eloise noted she planted it by the other specimen from the Big Bog but it is not clear when that was
obtained as this is the first notation of the plant. This single clump was in exchange for 100 maidenhead
ferns.] (Photo)
Eleocharis obtusa. Blunt Spike Rush, 2 clumps from Lake Johanna. Native. (Photo)
Equisetum scirpoides. Dwarf Scouring Rush, 1 clump from Pine Coulee (near St. Paul). Native.
Euphorbia marginata. Snow on the Mountain, from the garden at Washburn Home. Native. (Photo)
Gentiana procera [Gentianopsis virgata ssp. virgata.] Smaller Fringed gentian, 4 plants from meadow near park
bridge over Luce RR. (M.C.). Native. (Photo)
Lepachys columnaris [Ratibida columnifera] Prairie Coneflower or Long-headed Coneflower, from Belt Line
Bridge in Minneapolis. (M.C.). Native. (Photo)
Lonicera oblongifolia. Swamp-fly Honeysuckle, from Horsford’s Nursery, Charlotte Vermont. Native. (Photo)
Lonicera sullivantii [Lonicera reticulata] Grape Honeysuckle, from Horsford’s Nursery, Charlotte Vermont.
Native. (Photo)
Lychnis chalcedonica, Maltese Cross, planted seeds. (M.C.). Introduced. (Photo)
Phragmites communis [Phragmites australis] Common reed, from vicinity of bridge 6th ave north. This species is
considered both native and introduced. (Photo)
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Big Blue Stem (Andropogon
gerardii) Photo ©G D Bebeau.

Field Sagewort (Artemisia
campestris) Photo ©Ken Sytsma,
Wisconsin Flora.

Little Bluestem
(Schizachyrium scoparium)
Photo ©G D Bebeau.

Tarragon (Artemisia
dracunculoides) Photo ©Keir
Morse, Wisconsin Flora.
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Biennial Wormwood
(Artemisia biennis) Photo
©Emmett J. Judziewicz,
Wisconsin Flora.

Ramshead Lady's-slipper
(Cypripedium arietinum) Photo
from a Kodachrome of Martha
Crone

Blunt Spike Rush (Eleocharis
obtusa) Photo ©Kitty Kohout,
Wisconsin Flora.

Long-headed or Prairie
Coneflower (Ratibida
columnifera) Photo ©G D
Bebeau.

Snow on the Mountain
(Euphorbia marginata) Photo
Patrick J. Alexander, USDANRCS Plants Database.

Swamp-fly Honeysuckle
(Lonicera oblongifolia) Photo
©Ken Sytsma, Wisconsin
Flora.
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Smaller Fringed Gentian
(Gentianopsis virgata) Photo ©
Hugh Iltis,Wisconsin Flora.

Grape Honeysuckle (Lonicera
reticulata) Photo ©Christopher
Noll, Wisconsin Flora.

Common reed (Phragmites
australis) Photo ©Steve Garske,
Wisconsin Flora.

Maltese Cross (Lychnis
chalcedonica) Photo ©G D
Bebeau.
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1916
Winter 1915-16
During the winter months Eloise sourced some plants from Gillett’s
Nursery in Southwick MA that were then sent to her in April. Upon
her return to Minneapolis in early spring she changed her residence.
After 4 years of rooming with friend Jessie Polley in south
Minneapolis she moved to the residence of John and Susan Babcock at
227 Xerxes Ave., near the Garden where she could walk to her
domain. Mr. Babcock owned a photo engraving business at 416 4th
Ave. So., Minneapolis. She would room here until her death in 1933.

Eloise Butler shown outside the
Garden “office."

The Babcock property (photo ) was located on
the west side of the current Xerxes Avenue. The
east side was undeveloped until after WWII.
Then the properties on the west side were
removed at some point and the space is now
parkland today.
Precipitation was adequate with snows
beginning in mid-November leading to a total
snow depth of almost 16 inches for most of
February. Temperatures fluxed enough into the
cold side to keep the snow from melting until
late March. Total snowfall for the winter was
just above the average of 43.6 inches.

Spring 1916
Eloise’s first garden log notes for the season occur on April 28th when she noted the Purple Trillium
(Trillium erectum) in bloom. This is her first mention of this plant in the log, but it is known from other
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sources that she had planted it in earlier years. She also introduced to the Garden on that day the Wood
Anemone, Anemone quinquefolia, [photo left] that she sourced from the vicinity of Fridley.
Skunk cabbage bloomed for 1st time after planting it in 1907. She
wrote:
Skunk Cabbage blossomed for the first time in the Garden swamp.
It is not indigenous to the garden, is late in coming to time, and has
been a number of years about it.
On May 5th she logged the planting of 35 different species that had
arrived from Gillett’s Nursery in Southwick, MA. She had sourced
these during her winter visit to Malden MA. Of the 35 species, 10
were completely new to the Garden - all ferns, club mosses and
marsh plants.
On May 12 she wrote:
Planted 151 violets. Garden very lovely in its new spring dress.
Wood Anemone, (Anemone
quinquefolia).
Gorgeous display of marsh marigolds; west bank thickly carpeted
with rue anemones, fern buds unrolling; Woodsia obtusa and
Cystoperis fragilis fully expanded; splendid showing of Large-flowered Trillium [photo below]
and white variety of T. erectum.
Several days later: “A striped snake coiled and attempted to strike me when clearing up golden
rod cane in south meadow.”
During May a group of High School botany teachers lunched in the
Garden office. She had only retired 5 years previously and many of her
former colleagues were still teaching.
Several of her particular observations of Garden events were noted in a
May 1916 submission to the circular of the Gray Memorial Botanical
Chapter, Division D, Agassiz Association.(1) This installment is quite
humorous:
As I went into the garden early this morning, I had another
surprise: A half-grown pig lay asleep on the hillside below my
office! A neighboring farmer caught him by turning a big box over
him, and he is now housed in the dog kennel on the place where I
live. I thought of naming him Roley-Poley because he is so fat, or
Endymion because we found him sleeping; but the boy in the
house said, “Miss Butler, you must call him Rip, because his ear
had been ripped on a barbed wire fence, and he sleeps like Rip
Van Winkle.

Large-flowered Trillium,
(Trillium grandiflorum).

Discovered a shapeless mass of damp earth and moss on the top of a wren birdhouse set under
the eaves of my office. It looked as if some sportive youth had flung it there. A few hours after it
had taken a more definite shape, and I saw that is was the work of Mistress Phoebe. Will war be
declared if the wrens take possession below?
Eloise made regular contributions to this Chapter's circular. She was a member from 1908 until her
death.(2) Weather-wise - temperatures and rainfall were average during the spring. The detailed list of
1916 spring plantings of plants put in for the first time by Eloise follows this text.
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Summer 1916
Summer began would a sour note as Eloise reported stolen on June 26, most of the Showy Lady’sslippers from the northwest gentian meadow section of the Garden, as well as several Castilleja coccinea
(Scarlet Indian Paintbush). Several days earlier she noted finding Reed Canary Grass in the Garden
(Phalaris arundinacea) an invasive that even in the early 21st century is still present and has to be
periodically controlled.
Eloise noted on July 15 that Purple Loosestrife, Lythrum salicaria was
beginning to bloom. This is another invasive pest that was thought to
be a wonderful plant to import to our area and it was not until the
1970s that its true invasiveness was finally realized here. Planting was
still advocated in the 1960s. On July 20 a second brood of phoebes left
their nest under the eaves of the office. [see spring notes above for the
construction of the nest.] Eloise also observed a sora rail feeding by the
side of garden pond.
Sometime during 1916 Eloise penned another installment for the
circular of the Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter. This essay mostly
concerned her efforts to establish certain plants and their contrariness in
doing their own thing. An excerpt:
A specimen of Rubus odoratus, the beautiful flowering raspberry [Purple
Flowering Raspberry]-- its large rose-colored flowers and maple-like
leaves familiar to many under cultivation - was procured from cold
Purple Loosestrife, (Lythrum
salicaria) Photo G D Bebeau
Ontario [see 1908] but it died down to the ground every winter and was
as effortless as the first Mrs. Dombey [ref. to a Dickens character]. Last
season it was piqued by jealousy to sprouting into a big bush
which blossomed and blossomed, outdoing every plant of that
kind I have ever seen. I merely planted around it a quantity of
Rubus spectabilis the salmon berry, saying “I am sure I shall like
these as well. They have beautiful white flowers, leaves as fine
as yours, Odoratus, and better tasting fruit of an unusual color.
[Full essay on page 121.]
For a few days before August 25, Eloise and photographer Mary
Meeker were the quests of the Superintendent of the Minnesota
Division of the Interstate Park of Minnesota and Wisconsin at
Taylor’s Falls. Eloise was determined to find the rare Fragrant Fern,
Aspidium fragrans. Her experience in finding it are told in an essay
that she titled “Experiences in Collecting.” Full text at on next page.
Eighteen other species would find their way to the Garden from that
trip.
May and June were very rainy, temperatures average. The detailed
list of 1916 summer plantings of plants put in for the first time by
Eloise follows this text.
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Purple Flowering Raspberry, (Rubus
odoratus) Photo G D Bebeau

Autumn 1916
As had been her practice since 1910, Eloise maintained a large display on native plants from the Wild
Garden at the Minnesota State Fair. Mary Meeker provided a large number of photographs of plants.
They would spend a week at the fair and then bring back the plants from her display to re-plant in the
Garden, noting on September 12 that they were on exhibition - “hence in poor condition.”
She found many puffballs in the east meadow that autumn. Her sources for new plants this autumn
were from far and wide. Some she herself brought in - such as from Fort Snelling, Groveland Park,
Glenwood Park, Bush Lake, Western Ave., Echo Lake, and Mahtomedi. Sent to her were a large group
of plants from Solon Springs, WI and more from Eau Claire, WI. Two species of ferns (including 19
Christmas Ferns) came from Sugar Hill, NH; and other plants from Horsford’s Nursery in Charlotte
Vermont.
On September 24 the Minneapolis Tribune (3) announced that the Park Board would open this week a
hiking trail traversing the length of Glenwood Park from Superior
Blvd. (now I-394) to Western Avenue (now Glenwood). Along the
rolling hills were to be dozens of camp sites for "the hiker to stop and
kindle a small fire." The Park Board was planning to erect a series of
stone fireplaces along the trail.
The natural amphitheater at the northeast edge of the Garden was
mentioned along with the mammoth elm the stood there, referred to
as the "patriarch of Glenwood" (4) and at the base of the hill was a
natural spring that had now, to prevent contamination, been forced to
run through a bubbling fountain. Here is the origin of the name
"bubbling spring" used often in the future. The spring, now dry, is just
outside the current back gate of the Wildflower Garden.

Christmas Fern, Polystichum
acrostichoides

Autumn weather was of average temperatures and below average
rainfall. On October 20 she noted in the log: “6 inches of snow fell
yesterday afternoon and last night. Temperature 34 deg. this noon,
with lowering sky.” The year ended with slightly below average total
precipitation.

Her last log note for the year was:
Planted from Groveland Pk., St. Paul. 51 Phlox divaricata and 11 violets in burnt over, south
meadow. Noted in garden a small hawk and great horned owl.
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Full Text of A Visit to Interstate ParkIn Search of the Fragrant Fern
The photographer of the garden [Mary
Meeker] and the curator, the later part of
August, were so fortunate as to be the
guests for a few days of Mr. Hazzard, the
Superintendent of the Minnesota
Division of the Interstate Park of
Minnesota and Wisconsin at Taylor’s
Falls. We were given possession of Mr.
Hazzard’s summer cottage at the park,
which is luxuriously fitted for the
accommodation of several guests.
Although the park is of primary interest
to the geologist on account of its
wonderful rock formations, it is a firstclass hunting ground for the botanist.

On the third and last day of our visit,
when I was making a farewell round of
the place and had given up all hope of
finding the fern, I espied a specimen that
sent a thrill along my spinal cord.
“There’s my fern!” I exclaimed. “no, it
isn’t,” scoffed the photographer. “It’s
only another rusty woodsia, just like
hundreds all around here.” “O, I am sure
this time,” said I. “Don’t you try to get it.
You’ll break your neck if you do!” “You
keep still!” I commanded. “I can and will
get it!” By holding onto a not over strong
root of sumach I managed the plant. One
sniff at it made assurance doubly sure -such an indescribable compound of
sweet odors! -- and the plant was tossed
to the photographer with a “There, didn’t
I tell you so?”

I will not attempt to describe the geologic
features of the place, for I was familiar
with them and gave them only a cursory
glance, and I was determined to discover,
the rare, fragrant fern Aspidium fragrans
[Dryopteris fragrans], listed some thirty
years ago in Upham’s catalogue of the
Flora of Minnesota, at Taylor’s Falls. I have
never seen a greater display and denser
massing of Polypodium vulgare
[Polypodium virginianum - Common
Polypody], Woodsia ilvensis [Rusty
Woodsia], Camptosorus rhizophyllus
[Asplenium rhizophyllum - Walking Fern],
Cystopteris bulbifera [Bublet Bladder Fern],
and C. fragilis [Brittle Bladder Fern].

I have no doubt but that more of this
aspidium could be found at Taylor’s Falls
under more favorable conditions. The
season was so dry that many fronds were
reduced to powder and could not be
distinguished. This one specimen grew in
a cool, sheltered place.
I was also able to obtain specimens of the
floating white water crowfoot
[Ranunculus aquatilis var. diffusus]. I had
never found specimens of it in Minnesota
before. In a deep ravine skirting an
ancient indian trail that has on its course
as as yet unexplored mound, I found an
unusually rich growth of Epipactis
pubescens [Goodyera pubescens - Downy
Rattlesnake Plantain]. I also added to my
collection a species of cactus which I have
not identified. It grew in moss in the
crevices of a ledge.

All that I had to help me in my search
was a mental picture of the illustration of
Aspidium frangrans in Clute’s “Ferns and
their Allies”. The young and mature
fronds of Woodsia ilvensis differ
occasionally, and many a time I was
falsely lured to climb precipitous ledges.
My chief reliance in identification was the
sense of smell. So I climbed sniff-sniffing
at every frond that had a suspicious
appearance. I found several fragrant
fronds, but I was not positive that I had
secured the prize.
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Listing by season, of Eloise Butler's plantings in 1916, that were "1st time" plantings according to
her Garden Log.

Spring 1916 Plantings
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

■

Anemone quinquefolia, Wood Anemone, Native, (M.C.), from vicinity of Fridley. Extant. (photo sheet on
website)
Aspidium cristatum var clintonianum, [Dryopteris clintoniana], Not Native, Clinton Fern, from Gillett’s Nursery
Southwick MA. (Photo)
Aspidium goldianum, [Dryopteris goldiana] Goldie’s Fern, Native, from Gillett’s Nursery Southwick MA. Extant.
(photo sheet on website)
Asplenium trichomanes. Maidenhair spleenwort, Native, from Gillett’s Nursery Southwick MA. (Photo)
Epipactis decipiens, [Goodyera oblongifolia], Not Native, Western Rattlesnake Plantain, from Gillett’s Nursery
Southwick MA. (Photo)
Gaultheria procumbens, Spicy Wintergreen (Eastern Teaberry), Native, (M.C.), from Strand’s Nursery Taylor’s
Falls MN. (Photo)
Habenaria blephariglottis, [Platanthera blephariglottis var. blephariglottis,] Not Native, White Fringed Orchid, from
Gillett’s Nursery Southwick MA
Juncus effusus, Common rush, Native, from Gillett’s Nursery Southwick MA
Juniperus communis , Common Ground Juniper, Native, (M.C.), from Strand’s Nursery Taylor’s Falls MN.
(Photo)
Juniperus sabina, Savin Juniper, not native, from Strand’s Nursery Taylor’s Falls MN (no photo)
Lycopodium clavatum, Running Clubmoss, Native, from Gillett’s Nursery Southwick MA [more were planted
on Sept 23 from Solon Springs, WI]. (Photo)
Lycopodium complanatum, Ground Pine (Groundcedar), Not Native, from Gillett’s Nursery Southwick MA
Lycopodium obscurum var. dendroideum, [Lycopodium dendroideum] Tree ground pine, Native, from Gillett’s
Nursery Southwick MA [more were planted on Sept 23 from Solon Springs, WI]. (Photo)
Pulsatilla vulgaris, European Pasque Flower, not native, from Horsford’s Nursery, Charlotte, VT.
Saxifraga aizoon, [Saxifraga paniculata ssp. neogaea], White Mountain Saxifage (Encrusted Saxifrage, Native,
from Gillett’s Nursery Southwick MA
Silene latifolia, White (Bladder) Campion, from vicinity of Savage MN
Tradescantia bracteata, Bracted Spiderwort, from Glenwood Park (surrounding the Garden). Extant. (photo
sheet on website)
Triglochin. Arrow grass, identified only by genus. Two possible, Triglochin maritima, Seaside Arrow Crass
(planted by Martha Crone in1933) or Triglochin palustris, Marsh Arrowgrass, from vicinity of Savage (no
photo below)
Viola Blanda, Sweet White Violet, Native, (M.C.), from vicinity of Fridley. (Photo)
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Clinton Fern, (Aspidium cristatum var
clintonianum. [Dryopteris clintoniana])
Photo ©Emmett J. Judziewicz,
Wisconsin Flora

Western Rattlesnake Plantain
(Epipactis decipiens, [Goodyera
oblongifolia]) Photo ©R A Kupher,
Wisconsin Flora

Spicy Wintergreen (Eastern
Teaberry), (Gaultheria procumbens)
Photo ©Christopher Noll, Wisconsin
Flora

Running Clubmoss
(Lycopodium clavatum) Photo
©G D Bebeau
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Maidenhair Spleenwort, (Asplenium
trichomanes) Photo ©Christopher
Noll, Wisconsin Flora

Common Ground Juniper (Juniperus
communis) Photo ©Paul Drobot,
Wisconsin Flora

\

Sweet White Violet (Viola blanda).
Photo ©G D Bebeau

Tree Ground Pine (Lycopodium
obscurum. var. dendroideum,
[Lycopodium dendroideum]) Photo
©Aaron Carlson, Wisconsin Flora.

Summer 1916 Plantings
■

■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Anacharis There are two species here that are native to Hennepin County so we don't know which she got
[Elodea canadensis., Canadian Waterweed, or Elodea nuttallii, Western Waterweed] from Birch Pond. No photo
below.
Aspidium fragrans [Dryopteris fragrans], Native, (M.C.), Fragrant fern, from Taylors Falls. (Photo)
Chimaphila umbellata, Prince's Pine (pipsissewa)-evergreen, Native, (M.C.), from Chetek Wis. (Photo)
Helianthus hirsutus Hairy Sunflower, Native, from Glenwood Park. Extant.
Houstonia longifolia, [Hedyotis longifolia], Longleaf Summer Bluet, Native, (M.C.), from Taylors Falls. (photo
sheet on website)
Mentha spicata, Spearmint, Not native, from Taylors Falls. (Photo)
Ranunculus aquatilis , [Ranunculus aquatilis var. diffusus], White water crowfoot, Native, from Taylors Falls.
(Photo)
Scirpus eriophorum, [Scirpus cyperinus], Woolgrass, Native, from Quaking Bog. (Later on July she discovered it
already growing in the Garden.) (Photo)

Fragrant Fern (Aspidium fragrans
[Dryopteris fragrans]) Photo ©Emmett
J. Judziewicz, Wisconsin Flora

Prince's Pine (Chimaphila
umbellata). Photo ©Merle R. Black,
Wisconsin Flora
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Spearmint (Mentha spicata).
Photo ©Merle R. Black,
Wisconsin Flora.

White Water Crowfoot
(Ranunculus aquatilis var. diffusus).
Photo @Paul Skawinski, Wisconsin

Woolgrass (Scirpus eriophorum,
[Scirpus cyperinus]). Photo Robert
H. Molenbrock, USDA-NRCS
Plants Database.

Fall 1916 Plantings
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Artemisia absinthium, Common Wormwood, (M.C.). Introduced - not native, from Solon Springs WI. (Photo)
Datura tatula - [Datura stramonium], Jimsonweed, an introduction, seeds planted. (Photo)
Epigaea repens, Trailing Arbutus. Native, from Solon Springs WI. (Photo)
Lonicera caerulea, [Lonicera villosa], Mountain Fly Honeysuckle. Native, (M.C.), from Solon Springs WI. (Photo)
Lonicera canadensis, American Fly Honeysuckle. Native, from Solon Springs WI. (Photo)
Lonicera hirsuta, Hairy Honeysuckle. Native, from Solon Springs WI. (Photo)
Tephrosia virginiana, Virginia Tephrosia or Goats-rue. Native, from Eau Claire Wis. (Photo)

Common Wormwood, (Artemisia
absinthium) Photo ©Steve C. Garske,
Wisconsin Flora.

Jimsonweed (Datura
stramonium ). Photo ©G D Bebeau
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Trailing Arbutus (Epigaea repens).
Photo ©AAron Carlson, Wisconsin
Flora.

American Fly Honeysuckle (Lonicera
canadensis). Photo ©Derek Anderson,
Wisconsin Flora

Hairy Honeysuckle, (Lonicera
hirsuta). Photo ©Emmett J.
Judziewicz, Wisconsin Flora

Virginia Tephrosia or Goats- rue
(Tephrosia virginiana)
Photo ©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin
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Mountain Fly Honeysuckle
(Lonicera caerulea, [Lonicera villosa]).
Photo ©Joanne Kline, Wisconsin
Flora

Additional text from “A Collection of Garden Experiences.”
Mistress Mary, so contrary
How does your garden grow?
Like Mistress, like garden is the reply. In quirks, in
whimsies, and in sheer contrariness a wild garden
surpasses Mistress Mary. This is true especially of the
introduced species. Last summer a robust specimen of
Aster multiflorus [Symphyotrichum ericoides] appeared
in the marsh, although it had been placed where it
ought to be contented when transplanted from the
dry prairie. Gentiana andrewsii has been naturalized
by the brook, and now it comes spontaneously on the
dry hillsides. Viola conspersa [Viola labradorica American Dog Violet] was found in large masses
putting to shame carefully nurtured specimens
planted at the opposite end of the swamp. The showy
Liatris pycnostachya has chosen to appear of itself in
the meadow, and the little twayblade, Liparis Loeselii,
has established itself at a distance from the planted
colony.

garden! It is not uncommon and I have since found it
in existence elsewhere.
The hazelnut, Corylus americana, is a superfluity in my
garden, but I have been watching with interest the
development of some introduced specimens of C.
rostrata [C. cornuta - Beaked Hazelnut]. I felt rather
foolish last summer when I discovered a lot of the
latter in my bog loaded with the long beaked fruit. It
is listed for the northern part of the state and I never
dreamed of finding it in Minneapolis. With the
exception of the fruit, it differs but little from
americana. At about the same time I discovered also
the Thimbleberry, Rubus occidentalis. [She lists the
scientific name for Black Raspberry, which her text
indicates is what she is talking about, but
Thimbleberry is a name used today for R. parviflorus]
This, too, was in fruit and thereby easily
distinguished from the more common red raspberry.
But how blind I was not to notice before the thick
white bloom on the stems.

The royal fern, Osmunda regalis, not indigenous to the
garden, as was supposed, but laboriously dug and
transported from miles sway to the borders of the
swamp, has mysteriously sprung up in the center.
The most superb growth of Orchis spectabilis [Galearis
spectabilis - Showy Orchis] is also unaccounted for, in
somewhat dry and infertile soil, where no gardener
would ever think of placing it. Castilliea coccina
[Scarlet Indian Paintbush], suspected of root
parasitism, and accordingly lifted in large blocks of
sod, rewarded repeated efforts last season with a
single stalk; but at the same time another specimen
was found in a seemingly unsuitable place. I have
failed in cultivating Epilobium angustifolium
[Fireweed], although I have planted it both in the
spring and in the fall - in season and out of season,
from various places in different situations. Two years
ago it broke out in two widely separated spots where
it had not been consciously introduced.

Teucrium canadense [Germander] is another new
comer. This has followed in the wake of the
extermination of Canada Thistle. Shaking my digger
at Zygadene chloranthus [now Zigadenus elegans Mountain Camas] and Veratrum viride and threatening
to replace them with something more tractable,
brought them to luxuriant blooming, although they
had not shown even a switch of a flower bud during
five years of zealous care. The Zygadene bears an
elongated raceme of attractive greenish white shallow
bells. The Veratrum (false hellebore) is a stout tall
plant with large plaited leaves and a many-branched
panicle of innumerable small flowers. its hugeness
makes it noticeable.
A specimen of Rubus odoratus, the beautiful flowering
raspberry -- its large rose-colored flowers and maplelike leaves familiar to many under cultivation - was
procured from cold Ontario but it died down to the
ground every winter and was as effortless as the first
Mrs. Dombey [ref to a Dickens character]. Last season
it was piqued by jealousy to sprouting into a big bush
which blossomed and blossomed, outdoing every
plant of that kind I have ever seen. I merely planted
around it a quantity of Rubus parviflorus, the
salmonberry, saying “I am sure I shall like these as
well. They have beautiful white flowers, leaves as fine
as yours, Odoratus, and better tasting fruit of an
unusual color.”

I have had a similar experience with Indian Pipe,
Monotropa uniflora, but difficulty with a saprophyte
was to be expected. Last summer there was no sign of
Indian Pipe, although to my surprise and joy it was
abundant for the two previous seasons.
I have thought that I knew every foot of my garden
and the position of every sizable plant in it, but I have
had so many surprises that I am no longer confident.
Lythrum alatum [Winged Loosestrife] is a case in point.
I wanted to obtain some for the wild garden and
looked for it in vain through four seasons. Then I
came across a large patch of it in full bloom in the
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1917
Winter 1916/1917
In Malden during the winter Eloise ordered plants from
Gillett’s Nursery in Boxford MA, Horsford’s Nursery in
Charlotte, Vermont, and Andrews Nursery in Boulder
Colorado. There were then sent to her and arrived in April.
Others arrived from Gillett’s in September and from
Kelsey’s Nursery in Pineola, North Carolina in October.
In late March she returned to her new rented quarters at the
residence of John and Susan Babcock.
It was snowy and cold; 1917 was the coldest year of the 20th
century.

Spring 1917
The coast of Castine Maine where Eloise
attended Normal School in 1870-73.
Photo from 1989 courtesy Martha
Hellander.

Eloise’s first entry in her Garden Log was April 3rd “planted 2 clumps of Pasque Flower in bud and 4 roots of
Penstemon grandiflorus, both from Ft. Snelling.” It is difficult
to see how she planted these as the snow depth on March
16th in the Twin Cities was 31 inches and on April 14 she would wrote:

Snow deeper than ever noted before at this date on east side of swamp. Tops of several hemlocks
winter killed. Rabbits had girdled several young box elders.
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The winter of 1916/17 produced 85 inches of snow, 40+ inches
above average. In later years only the winters of 1951/52, ’81/82
and ’83/84 had more snow.
Work was being done to place a concrete dam over the water
channel leading out of the garden. That was completed on May 9.
The dam would last until the 1950s when Martha Crone would
write in her Annual Report to the Board of Park Commissioners
(February 21, 1955):
The dam across the lower end of the pool is beyond our
power of repair and needs to be reconstructed, thereby
eliminating the dangerous condition caused by its upheaval.
The concrete dam of 1917 replaced an earthen structure that was
created by Eloise and the other botany teachers when the Garden
was first organized. It formed the small pool in that area of the
Garden for aquatic plants and this was written about it in 1913:

Pasque Flower (Anemone patens),
these were planted almost every year
by Eloise Butler between 1910 and
1920.

The pool is formed by a grass and moss covered earthen
dam, which has been thrown across a brook's course. The
dam is almost, though not quite, such as beavers would
have made, but it is now so covered with things growing at
random, as they do in wild places, that it seems the work of nature itself. It is however, the only
bit of artificial work in the entire garden. (1)
Her Log notes on birds and animals during the spring months included these:

May 19: Muskrat posed for photographs in garden. Watched a woodchuck sitting motionless for
a long time. Afterwards it was treed by a dog. It stayed in the crotch of a branch all night and the
following day.
Cowbird laid egg in last year’s vireo nest.
May 20: Cowbird laid second egg.
The May entry about the Woodchuck was enlarged in her diary entry for May 17:
Found a woodchuck perched on a stone set against the boles of an ironwood beside the broad
path. There he sat motionless while a crowd gazed at him. When a camera was trained on him,
he sprang away, ran over the hillside and darted into a large hole just dug in which to set a tree.
The workmen could not persuade him to budge until they filled in the hole with the sod they
had just removed. Later he ran by other workmen who were resetting a tree on the edge of the
northwest meadow; was rediscovered standing stock still in the pathway below Prickly Ash
Arbor. This time he did not move and allowed a long-time exposure of the camera. An hour later
a dog caused him to take refuge in the fork of a small elm. There he hung all night and the next
day in the same position.
During the spring she added nine new species to the Garden. All native, but not all sourced locally. She
also recorded planting 23 other species, many of which are still in the Garden. The new plants are listed
after the autumn section below.
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Summer 1917
On June 5, work on a new bird bath was
completed. Sometime during the early months of
the year Eloise had a new birdbath created for
the Garden. Here are her words:
The latest acquisition in my wild garden is
a big boulder hauled in on a stone drag by
four pairs of horses, and chiseled out by a
stone mason into a bird bath with four
shelves, each about seven inches wide on
a half inch grade. It is much appreciated
by the birds who bathe in it early in the
morning and late in the afternoon, and
stop to take a drink in passing. (2)
In a newspaper article about her and the Garden
from 1917 this was written about the birdbath:
This is the only bit of work that Miss
Butler has been known to allow a man to
do in her "estate," and it was only when
she realized that time had made some
claims against her vitality she surrendered
this task of love to a mere outsider. . . .
Here come the birds in the early morning
and sing their matins while they splash
and play in the glinting sunlight. They
have no fear, for they are never molested
nor disturbed.
Eloise Butler with unidentified friend at the newly

During the same time period she wrote:
installed bird bath - 1917. Photo Martha Crone
The first of June, as I was clearing away
Collection, MHS.
the dead stalks of perennials near the edge
of my swamp, I flushed a bird that I had
only seen in pictures or as stuffed specimens in museums. It made a short, low flight and
fluttered feebly to the ground as if it were wounded unto death.

As I followed it, the bird repeated the feint several times, sometimes running for a little distance
and peeking out at me from behind a bush with one bright eye. Of course, I understood that the
bird was trying to lure me away from her nest and I recognized from the long bill and bobbed
tail that is was a woodcock. The next day I found her in the swamp with three little ones. (2)
All she had entered in her Garden Log was:
May 26: Flushed a woodcock! She feinted a broken wing to lure me away from nest of little ones.
May 27: Flushed in swamp three or four small woodcocks with father or mother bird.
She also wrote:
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My phoebe who raised two broods last year
in a nest that she built over a wren box
under the eaves of my office, returned this
season and is now feeding her second
brood.(2)
The new bird bath was busy during the
summer. On July 25 she wrote
Saw crow standing in bird bath. Shortly
after 5pm saw as many as thirty birds
taking their turn in the bath. Often 6 at
once. (3)

Goldfinches making use of the new bird bath in a 1934 photo.
Photo Martha Crone Collection,

Another interesting birding note appears in
her Garden log on June 3:
A young grosbeak just out of the nest came
directly to me in the swamp, and huddled

under my skirt.
During the summer she added eleven new species to the Garden. All native, but not all sourced locally.
All but one are found in the state, although several were introductions after settlement. She also
recorded planting 10 other species, many of which are still in the Garden. The new plants are listed
after the autumn section below.

Autumn 1917
It had been her practice since 1910, to have a display about the Wild Garden at the Minnesota State Fair.
She would spend a week at the fair and then bring back the plants from her display to re-plant in the
Garden. She definitely had a display in 1916, but we are not sure if the State Fair exhibit ended that
year or if she was there in 1917 and made no notes about it. A gap in log dates indicates she may have
been there.
During the autumn she added five new species to the Garden, all from Minnesota sources but three are
suspect as to what she added because the three she reported have never been found in the state. Detail
on new plants are listed below. She also recorded planting over 30 other species, many of which are still
in the Garden.
On October 9 she made this note: “continuing blueing east hillside.” This was in reference to planting
many blue flowered asters: 51 Aster laevis (Smooth Aster) 63 Aster azureus (Sky-blue Aster) on that day,
and 51 the day before. Eloise always planted asters in the fall, sometimes in great quantities.
Undoubtedly, they may have been short lived and needed to be replaced frequently.
Occasionally she reported on mushrooms in the Garden, such as this note:
"October 3 Found one more small Clavatia gigantea, making 15 this season, only 6 being of
medium size - about 2 lbs 10 oz on ave.”
Her last entry of the year in her Garden Log was October 24:

125

planted 4 Hop Trees and one Sugar Maple along the road,
outside the garden area. From Park Board nursery.
Sometime during 1917 she made notes for an essay titled Occult
Experiences of a Wild Gardener. Here is an excerpt, more text is at
the end of this years “plants” section:
At another time I wanted Gentiana puberula [Downy
Gentian] I had never gathered the plant. I only knew that
it grew on the prairie. So I betook myself to the prairie
and hunted until I was tired. Then I bethought myself of
my ghostly friends and murmured, “Now, I will let ‘them’
push me.” Thereupon, I wandered about, without giving
thought to my steps, and was just thinking, “The spell
won’t work this time,” when my feet caught in a gopher
hole and I stumbled and fell headlong into a patch of the
gentian.

Downy Gentian (Gentiana puberula), one
Although Eloise made no mention of it, the temperatures during
of Eloise Butler's occult finds.
the season were well below average, but rainfall was adequate.
It was the coldest year of the 20th Century but the beginning of
winter at the end of 1917 saw little snowfall. The entire winter of 1917/18 had only about 31 inches of
snow, below the average of 43 inches - dramatic contrast to the winter prior.

Notes:
(1) The Bellman May 3, 1913.
(2) Annals of the Wild Life Reserve
(3) Garden Log
Photo top of page 122: J W Babcock House, 227 Xerxes Ave No., lodging quarters of Eloise Butler.

New 1917 Plants
Spring 1917
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acer saccharinum, Silver Maple. from Park Board nursery. Native. Extant.
Catalpa speciosa, Cigar Tree, from Park Board Nursery. Native.
Cynoglossum officinale, Gypsy Flower, from near Shakopee, introduced. [Photo shown next page]
Malvastrum coccineum, [Sphaeralcea coccinea subsp. coccinea], Scarlet Globemallow, from Mass.,
Native. [Photo shown next page]
Mamillaria missouriensis, [Escobaria missouriensis], Missouri Foxtail Cactus, Andrews Nursery,
Boulder Co. Native.
Oxtropis splendens, Showy locoweed, Andrews Nursery, Boulder Co.. Native.
Prunus americana, Wild Plum. from Kelsey’s Nursery, Boxford MA, native. Extant.
Quercus bicolor var plantanoides, Swamp White Oak, Kelsey’s, native [varieties have now been
aggregated to the species level]. Extant.
Rosa arkansana - Prairie Rose - Strands Nursery Taylors Falls. Native. Extant. [Photo next page]
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Summer 1917
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

Agastache scrophularifolia, Purple Giant Hyssop - from
meadow near parkway bridge on Luce RR. Again in October
from wood bordering prairie at Minnehaha. Native. Extant.
Agoseris glauca - Pale Agoseris. In 1914 she noted planting
"Agoseris" without giving a species.
Brauneria angustifolis, [Echinacea angustifolia], Pale Purple
Coneflower from Franklin Ave. Native.
Mentha piperata (Mentha x piperata) Peppermint - from a
garden. Garden Plant not found in wild. Extant.
Oenothera nuttallii (assumed as that is only white flowered
one native - and with whitish stems. White evening
Primrose. 7 poor roots from Shore of Brownie’s pond.
Native. [Photo shown next page]
Plantago purshii, [Plantago patagonica] Woolly Plantain - no
source, native. [Photo shown next page]
Ruta graveolens - Common Rue - Garden plant from friends
garden. introduced plant, not found in wild in MN.
Tragopogon pratensis, Meadow Goat’s-beard - from N
Dakota. introduced to Minnesota, not native. Extant.
[Photo shown next page]
Vaccinium membranaceum, Thin-leaved Bilberry which is
unlikely as the U of M Herbarium says it is incorrect for
MN based on a mis-identified specimen - so what did she
get? - from vicinity of Coon Lake.
Vallisneria spiralis [Vallisneria americana] American Eelgrass,
from Birch Pond, native.

Prairie Rose, (Rosa arkansana),
added in 1917. Photo G D Bebeau

Autumn 1917
•

•

•

Helianthus subrhomboideus, [Helianthus pauciflorus subsp.
subrhomboideus], Stiff Sunflower, from Mr. Babcock’s
dooryard. Native. Extant.
Potentilla canadensis - Dwarf cinquefoil, from Glenwood
park. This is not found in Minnesota. Probably Common
Cinquefoil, Potentilla simplex.
Prenanthes altissima, Tall Rattlesnake Root - unlikely as never
found in Minnesota, may be P. alba - White Rattlesnake Root.
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Scarlet (Globemallow Sphaeralcea
coccinea subsp. coccinea), planted
spring 1917. Photo ©Nevada Native
Plant Society.

•

•

Smilax rotundifolia, Roundleaf Greenbriar, from Minnehaha prairie. The University and the
Minnesota DNR report no confirmed collection of the plant at anytime anywhere in Minnesota.
This must be considered suspect and the plant was possibly a smooth angled stem version of
the only native Greenbrier mentioned in Eloise Butler's Garden Log from the early years - Bristly Greenbrier, S. tamnoides.
Solidago Mollis, Soft Goldenrod, from Mahtomedi, and again on October 16 from Mendota.
Native but on the “Special Concern” list.

Gypsy Flower (Cynoglossum officinale),
planted spring 1917. Photo ©Derek
Anderson, Wisconsin Flora.

Woolly Plantain (Plantago patagonica),
planted 1917. Photo ©Aaron Carlson,
Wisconsin Flora.

Meadow Goat’s-beard,
(Tragopogon pratensis), Photo G
D Bebeau

White Evening Primrose (Oenothera
nuttallii), planted summer 1917. Photo
©Robert E. Lee, Wisconsin Flora.

128

Additional text from “Occult Experiences of a Wild Gardener”
“What’s this, Miss Butler?” asked a pupil,
holding up a wilted flower, as she took
her seat in the classroom.
“I don’t know. It is a cultivated flower, is
it not?”
“No, it grows wild on the prairie.”
“That doesn’t seem possible. I never saw
it before. What do you call it?”
“An anemone.”
“I have never seen an anemone like that.
Bring me the whole plant and I will
analyze it.”
As I was familiar with the prairie flora of
the neighborhood, I continued to think
that the plant was an escape from the
garden. About a week afterward, the plant
was brought in just as recitation was
beginning. At one glance, without taking
it in my hand, I said, “you are right. It is
an anemone. It is the Carolina anemone.”
Then I was immediately stricken with
astonishment at my own words, for I had
never seen the Carolina Anemone and
could not have described it to save my
life. But at the first free moment, I found
that the botanies confirmed my rash
statement.

the place where I had found it years ago.
One day a University student
inadvertently asked me, “Do you know
Leatherwood?” “Indeed I do. That is just
what I wish most to see. Tell me where I
can find some and I will get it this very
day.” Her ideas of its whereabouts were
vague. She had seen it two years before
near St. Thomas’ School, but on what side
of the buildings, or the road, she could not
tell. With this direction, I scoured all the
region about St. Thomas, without success.
As it was then past the dinner hour and
high time for me to go home, I left the
place reluctantly and started for the
streetcar. Suddenly, without conscious
volition, but obeying a blind, unreasoning
impulse, I turned and plunged on a beeline into the woods. “Eloise Butler,” I said
to myself, “what are you doing? You are
due at home.” But on I went and walked
directly into a pocket lined with
Leatherwood in full blossom - - a place
that I had never visited before. The whole
affair seeded uncanny to me.

Not many days later a group of teachers
were talking about violets. One asked
another, “How many violets are native to
Minnesota?” “I do not know,” was the
reply. “Can you tell us Miss Butler?”
“Seventeen,” I flashed, as one would
answer to what is twice three, but
immediately exclaimed, “Why did I say
that? I haven’t the slightest idea of the
number.” However, consulting two
authorities, we found that the answer was
confirmed.
Associates in botany have remarked to
me,“You always find the plant you look
for.” I wished to get some Leatherwood
for the wild garden. It had died out from

129

1918
Winter 1917/1918
Eloise sourced some plants from Gillett’s
Nursery in Southwick MA, and from Kelsey’s
Nursery in Pineola, North Carolina. The plants
were then sent to her and arrived in April.
Others arrived from Gillett’s in October.

Spring 1918
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the
season was on 31 March when she wrote:
Spring more advanced than it was last
Front Garden and entrance of the Cora Pease house in
year. Aspen catkins gone by; several
Malden MA where Eloise spent winters. Photo from
willows, hazel, and alder in blossom.
1989 courtesy Martha Hellander.
Bluebird, downy woodpecker, flicker,
junco, red-winged blackbird, song
sparrow, phoebe in evidence; pasque flowers opening on the prairie.
The weather was definitely different. The previous year had record amounts of snow on the ground in
late March, but this year, even though there was an 11 inch snowfall in mid-March, temperatures were
warm and there was no snow in late March.
Her first planting occured on April 1st with sowing 13 acorns of Black Oak, Quercus velutina, that were
collected in Providence Rhode Island and stratified during the winter at Malden Mass while Eloise
stayed there with sister Cora. On that same day she noted the Snow Trillium in bloom and that a large
gray western great horned owl was captured in the vicinity of the Garden.(1)
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Some additional notes:
May 13: “heavy frost last night. Young leaves of plants frozen.
Grape badly affected.”
May 26: “Noted a pair of bitterns about the brook from nine to
three o’clock. The female one-third smaller than the male and
more conspicuously striped on the breast -- like a garter snake.
The male sported his courting dress -- two large united tufts of
white down looking like cotton-wool displayed across the back
at the origin of the wings. It is said that these masses can be
thrown out or drawn in at will.”(1)
Plantings: This spring she brought in 3 new species, all obtained from
Gillett’s Nursery in Southwick Mass. Northern Holly Fern, New York
Ironweed, and Catberry or Canadian Holly. None are native to
Minnesota. Details below the autumn section.
She also recorded planting 13 other species, many of which are still in
the Garden.

Summer 1918

Mature Black Oak. Eloise planted
acorns in 1918. Her first planting
of acorns of the species in the
Garden was 1913.

During the summer months she planted around the new 1917
bird bath Golden Corydalis (Corydalis aurea), Downy Yellow
Violets (Viola pubescens), and Blue violets (V. sororia).
In the summer months she obtained 4 new species for the
Garden, Jerusalem Oak Goosefoot, Blue Lettuce, Sandbar Willow
and the Small Northern Bog Orchid. Only the first is not native.
Details on all 1918 new plantings listed below the autumn
section.
August 6 - Snapping turtle measuring a foot across noted
walking down the path towards the office. Back coated
with a thick layer of mud. Turned and faced me twice
when accosted. (1)

1917 Bird Bath, shown here in a 1934
photo.

She also recorded planting 16 other species, many of which are still in the Garden. A number of these
came from a trip to Pequot MN where she said plants were collected from the vicinity of Lake
Margaret.

Autumn 1918
Since 1910, Eloise had maintained a display about the Wild Garden at the Minnesota State Fair, but we
believe that 1917 was the last year. She would spend a week at the fair, bring back the plants from her
display to re-plant in the Garden, but based on her log dates, it does not appear she was absent from
the Garden this year. Perhaps the U.S. entry in WWI was the reason.
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What she did begin this year was a rotating display of native plants
at the Minneapolis Public Library. She updated the exhibit every few
days and brought back plants to replant in the Garden, frequently
mentioning the replanting in her Garden Log.
In the fall months she obtained 10 new species for the Garden:
Cutleaf Grape Fern, Hemlock Water Parsnip, Narrow Panicled Rush,
Ontario Aster, Showy Beggarticks, Spearwort Buttercup, Staghorn
Sumac, Thimbleweed, Virginia Dwarf Dandelion, and Male Fern.
Several are not native, or the plant she collected was mis-identified.
Details listed below.
She also recorded planting 37 other species, many of which are still in
the Garden, including numerous asters.

Sensitive Fern, (Onoclea
sensibilis) planted in 1918, but also
indigenous to the Garden. Photo
G D Bebeau

Two of her sources for a large number of plants were from around
Pelican Lakes, MN and from Mahtomedi MN, which was a location
she frequently used. Then there were her regular sources of
Minnehaha Park, Glenwood
Park and Fort Snelling.

Her last log entry was on October 31st when she noted
planting 6 Sensitive Ferns gotten from a bog on Superior Blvd.
near the Garden. Superior Blvd. was U.S. Hy. 12.
It was at some time during this year of 1918 that a young
woman began to make appearances at the Garden and provide
some help, particularly in the area of finding plants for the
Garden. That woman was Martha Crone, who succeeded
Eloise as Curator in 1933. Martha recalled that she had spent
about 15 years helping out in the Garden which would put the
start of her volunteer time around 1918 [Conversation with Pat
Deweese, The Fringed Gentian™, Winter 1978]. The first
reference to the 15 years was in an article in the Minneapolis
Star on January 10, 1944. The article was about her position at
the Minneapolis Library Science Museum. Eloise would soon
become good friends with Martha and her husband William.
They exchanged letters and Christmas gifts during the months
Eloise was back on the East Coast.
When Martha Hellander interviewed Martha Crone in 1988
while doing research for her book (2) Mrs. Crone related that
when Eloise gave tours of the Garden she (Crone) was often
asked to come along and make sure no one picked the flowers.
Mrs. Crone noted that “I was her best guard.”

Martha and William Crone with their only
daughter Janet, circa 1920. Janet was born
June 16, 1917.

The year was average in terms of precipitation. Late fall into early winter was relatively free of snow.
The entire winter of 1918/19 had only about 25 inches of snow, well below the average of 43 inches.
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Notes:
(1) Eloise Butler’s Garden Log.
(2) The Wild Gardener, 1992, pg. 95.
Photo top of page 130: The summer garden at 20 Murray Hill Road, Malden MA where Eloise Butler
wintered.

New 1918 Plants
Spring 1918
•

•
•

Aspidium lonchitis, [Polystichum lonchitis], Northern Holly
Fern - from Gillett’s Nursery Southwick Mass. Not
considered native as there are no herbarium collections.
Nemopanthus mucronata [Ilex mucronata] Catberry or
Canadian Holly, Gillett’s, not native. [Photo Shown]
Vernonia noveboracense, New York Ironweed, Gillett’s
Nursery, not native.

Summer 1918
•
•

•

•

Chenopodium Botrys Jerusalem oak goosefoot -Mr.
Babcocks Garden - introduced.
Habenaria obtusata [Platanthera obtusata, ssp. obtusata]
Small Northern Bog orchis, from vicinity of Lake
Margaret, Pequot, MN. Native. [Photo next page]
Lactuca pulchella [Latuca tatarica var. pulchella], Blue
lettuce, from vicinity of Lake Margaret, Pequot, MN.
Native.
Salix interior, Sandbar Willow, from Golf grounds,
Glenwood Park. Native.

Catberry, (Ilex mucronata) planted in
1918. Photo ©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin

Autumn 1918
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anemone cylindrica - Candle Anemone (Long-fruited Thimbleweed), from Ft. Snelling. Native.
Extant.
Aspedium filix-mas [Dryopteris filix-mas], Male Fern, Gillett’s Nursery, Southwick MA. Not native.
[Photo next page]
Aster Tradescanti [Symphyotrichum ontarionis], Ontario Aster, from Washburn Park. Native.
Extant.
Botrychium obliquum [Botrychium dissectum]. Cutleaf Grape Fern, Mahtomedi. Native.
Jucus brevicaudatus - Narrow panicled Rush, from Mahtomedi, Native.
Kirgia virginica, Virginia Dwarf Dandelion. This is doubtful as the U of M herbarium says it has
been reported but never collected. Hazel Park, St. Paul.
Ranunculus flammula Spearwort Buttercup, from Pelican Lake region. Native.
Rhus typhina, Staghorn Sumac, from Ft. Snelling. Native. Extant.
Sium cicutaefolium [Sium suave] Hemlock Water Parsnip, from Glenwood Park. Native. [Photo
next page]
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Hemlock Water Parsnip, (Sium
suave) planted in 1918. Photo
©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin Flora.

Male Fern, (Dryopteris filix-mas)
planted in 1918. Photo G D

Excerpts from “The Wild Botanic Garden

Small Northern Bog Orchid
(Blunt leaf orchid),
(Platanthera obtusata, ssp.
obtusata) planted in 1918.
Photo ©R.K. Kupfer,

have been drained, and with the drying up of the
water have disappeared the wondrous orchids and
the strange insectivorous plants. The pools with the
desmids and diatoms have been filled in and houses
built over them; and the prairies have been plotted
into building lots. The land has been ruthlessly
stripped of the exquisite features that Nature, the
greatest landscape
gardener, has
wrought
through the
ages, and “all
the king’s
horses and all
the king’s men”
can never make
the place the
same again. The
foreign plants
used to replace
our native
species, and
introduced with
so much labor
and expense,
removed from
their natural
setting, look
Pasque Flower which begins what
formal and stiff,
Eloise calls "the long procession"
and impress one
of blooming plants. Photo G D
much as
Bebeau
impaled

- Early History - 1926” by Eloise Butler
In the early ‘80s Minneapolis was a place of
enchantment – a veritable fairyland. Along the river
banks grew in profusion trillium, bloodroot, wild
phlox, anemones, Dutchman’s breeches, and hepatica;
the meadows were glorious with Indian paint brush,
both red and yellow, with gentians, purple fringed
orchids, and royal clumps of blue violets. In the
tamarack swamps of the suburbs might be seen long
vistas of our state flower, the showy lady’s-slipper,
together with the wild calla, and pitcher plants
without number. And who could describe the
outlying prairies, rioting in colors far exceeding the
brilliancy of tropical flora. A long procession
beginning with the pasque flower, the “crocus in
chinchilla fur,” the rosy three-flowered avens, and the
equally profuse bird’s-foot violet, that gave way in
turn to the more gorgeous blooms of midsummer and
early autumn, as the purple blazing stars, giant
sunflowers, goldenrods, and asters of many species
and hues. Various lily-rimmed pools and lakes were
teeming with algae, among them microscopic
desmids, and diatoms of extraordinary beauty, many
of which were new to the world.
What changes have been wrought by the rapid
growth of the city and the onward march of
“improvements”! The shy woodland plants are fast
dying out on our river banks; the tamarack swamps
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butterflies do in a museum case.
In the spring of 1907, the experiment began on a tract
of about three acres in extent, comprising the small
tamarack bog with meadows on the south and west
merging into wooded slopes. Longing eyes were cast
upon a marsh overgrown with willows on the eastern
side of the bog. This was private property, but before
a year had passed it was purchased by the park
commission and added to the garden together with
the adjacent hillside. Later, meadows on the north
and west were also annexed so that the garden now
contains about twenty-five acres.

Again, it is cleared land that is invaded by
unwelcome foreigners like burdock, sand-bur, and
Russian thistle; for most of our vegetable tramps, like
the human ones, are from the Old World. Inured to
keener competition, they multiply rapidly and crowd
out our native wildings. Cottagers on the suburban
lake shores have fettered ideas of planting that are
more appropriate for city grounds, and condemn
their neighbors who strive to preserve the wildness,
for a lack of neatness in not using a lawnmower and
in not pulling down the vine tangles in which birds
nest and sing – apparently dissatisfied until the
wilderness is reduced to a dead level of monotonous,
songless tameness. What does one go into the
wilderness for to see? A reed shaken by the wind, if
you please; but surely not geometric flower beds, nor
mounds of the ubiquitous canna and castor bean.

A tiny stream threaded the bog and emerged into a
depressed area of slimy ooze flanked by low banks. A
dam was constructed that converted the depression
into a lovely pool that has become a favorite
sketching point for artists. It has proved too shady for
aquatics and it is proposed to make a small pond by
excavation in the open north meadow where the
stream from the bog unites with one that flows from a
spring on the eastern boundary. The delicious water
of this spring is not one of the least important
adjuncts of the garden.

Hence, to preserve intact and within easy reach some
of our vanishing wild land, to maintain a supply of
native plants for educational purposes, to study at
firsthand the problems of ecology and forestry, to
preserve the indigenous flora and to introduce, if
feasible, the flora of all the other regions of botany in
Minnesota for the benefit of students of botany and
lovers of wild life – the teachers of botany in
Minneapolis petitioned the city park commissioners
to set aside a tract of land for a wild botanic garden.
The site selected by the teachers and generously
granted by the commissioners lies in Glenwood Park,
the largest and perhaps the most beautiful of all our
parks, containing three ponds of fair extent, a
diversity of soil and slopes and wooded heights
commanding extensive views. In autumn, the scene is
of surpassing loveliness with the beautiful groups of
trees on the hills, in the valleys, and about the ponds,
the vivid reds of the maples and the oaks, and the
gold of the poplars set off by the white boles of birch
and the dark green foliage of tamaracks.

It was planned from the beginning to make the
garden a living museum of the flora of Minnesota and
to preserve strictly the wild appearance of the place.
There were to be no formal beds. Plants were to be
allowed to grow according to their own sweet will
and not as humans might wish them to grow, and
without any restraint except what could be essential
for health and mutual well-being. Each plant
introduced to the garden is provided with an
environment similar to its original one and then left
to take care of itself as in the wild open, with only the
natural fertilizers such as decaying wood and leaves.
No watering is done after the plants are firmly
established. Plants growing in excess and pestilent
weeds are removed to make room for more desirable
newcomers.

A particular reason for selecting this place was the
undrained tamarack swamp, such a swamp being the
abode of most of our orchids and insectivorous plants
so interesting in habit and structure. Indeed, most
lovers of wild plants are bog-trotters and find in the
depths of a swamp an earthly paradise. The
indigenous flora was found to be captivating. Among
the notables were sundew, pitcher plant, Linnaea,
Turk’s-cap lily, the two species of fringed gentian,
showy and yellow lady’s-slippers.
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1919
Winter 1918/1919
In Malden for the winter Eloise Butler sourced
some plants from Gillett’s Nursery in Southwick
MA, and from Horsford’s Nursery, Charlotte,
Vermont. The plants were then sent to her and
arrived in April.

Spring 1919
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the
season was on 30 March when she wrote:
Trillium nivale, white maple, hazel,
speckled alder and willow in bloom.

The foundation of the original barn on the first Oliver
Butler farm where Eloise was born. Photo from 1989
courtesy Martha Hellander.

The preceding winter had been well below
average for snowfall and late March
temperatures were warm.

She has many notes about birds sighted in the Garden in the first part of April but her first planting
occurs on April 17th with planting Pasque Flower, the planting of which was a frequent early spring
occurrence.
On May 16th she noted:
Saw woodchuck climbing like a bear red maple by the spring, and suspend himself in the crotch
of a limb.
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Plantings: This spring she brought in 3 new species, all obtained from Gillett’s and Horsford’s: Bride’s
Feathers, Robert Geranium, Threadleaf Sundew. Details listed below the autumn section.
She also recorded planting a number of other species previously in the Garden, including 16 species
which are still in the Garden.
At some time during the year Eloise wrote an updated version of her 1915 essay on Ferns in the Garden.
This update had a more extensive list of ferns, where she obtained them, and how they were faring in
the Garden. The text indicates that, like the 1915 article, it was sent to The Gray Memorial Botanical
Chapter, (Division D ) of the Agassiz Association for inclusion in the members circular. Part of the
essay follows this text.

Summer 1919
The Showy Lady’s-slippers were in bloom by June 15th and on the
22nd she noted they were “never more magnificent.”
Eloise wrote several articles for the Minneapolis Tribune and the
Minneapolis Journal, at their request, about the plants and flowers
at the Lake Harriet Rose Gardens and the old Armory Gardens at
Kenwood Parkway and Lyndale Ave.
These articles were to educate the public about the shrubs and
flowers found in these gardens. The articles were written in a
straight forward reporter-like fashion with an occasional lighthearted note such as this one:
Both the Armory and the Wild Garden now exhibit the
Cardinal Flower. It is one of several instances when I say to
a plant in the Armory garden, “you are out of your
province. Native flowers are not expected here among the
exotics.
Just for good measure, she ended each article by adding comments
Northern Bog Goldenrod, noted in
about what was happening in the Wild Garden in Glenwood Park.
bloom this year by Eloise Butler. Photo
©Scott Milburn, Wisconsin Flora.
In another article published in the Journal that year she said:
All Minneapolis botany teachers, including those at the
University of Minnesota, send their students to study in this
beautiful outdoor museum of flowers. Many students of botany and lovers of flowers in St. Paul,
too are frequent visitors. The curator’s office is equipped with anti-mosquito fluid so that those
who can stay away from the woods for fear of the over-enthusiastic mosquito, need have not
fear. If the visitor’s epidermis is unusually thin, he can get a “face and hand wash” free and after
the fluid has been applied the mosquito will break all aerial records getting away from him.
On Aug. 31st she noted bloom on Solidago neglecta [now Solidago uliginosa var. uliginosa], Bog Goldenrod
"from Cleveland Ohio.” This is a native species but there is no previous mention of the plant in her log
or when she obtained it from Cleveland Ohio.
In the summer months she obtained 3 new species for the Garden: Cluster Mallow, Lowbush Blueberry
and Velvetleaf Huckleberry. Details on all the 1919 new plantings are listed below the autumn section.
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She also recorded planting a number of other species previously in the Garden, including 9 species
which are still in the Garden, most from local sources.

Autumn 1919
Beginning in 1918 Eloise maintained a rotating display of native
plants at the Minneapolis Public Library. She updated the
exhibit every few days and brought back plants to replant in the
Garden, frequently mentioning the replanting in her Garden
Log.
On October 10 she noted in the log:
No frosts so far, Thermometer registers nearly 32 degrees this
morning. An exceptionally dry fall.

Henbit Deadnettle, (Lamium
amplexicaule), planted in 1919 by Eloise
Butler, sold in Garden centers then, now
extremely invasive.

In the fall months she obtained 13 new species for the Garden.
One of which we believe she mis-identified as it has never been
known from the area she collected it. Another of those she
brought in, from a Garden Center, is an invasive plant that is
currently the scourge of the crop fields in the central United
States - Henbit Deadnettle. In her day it may have nice to
experiment with growing it but today a lot of herbicide is
applied every year to control this plant.

Eloise also recorded planting a number of other species
previously in the Garden, including 40 species which are still in
the Garden, most from local sources. One of her sources for a
very large number of species planted on August 23 to 25 was from the area of Grand Marias and Beaver
Camp, in northern Minnesota. Other favored sources were her regular sources of Minnehaha Park,
Glenwood Park, Columbia Heights, the Franklin Bridge and Fort Snelling.
Her last log entry for the year was on October 21st when she planted a large number of asters.
1919 was right on average for precipitation but late fall would bring snow with the winter of 1919/20
producing around 65 inches of snow - 20 inches above average.

Photo top of page 136: Cardinal Flower and Boneset in the wetland, photo from a Kodachrome by
Martha Crone on August 4, 1948.
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New 1919 Plants
Spring 1919
•

•
•

Aruncus sylvester [Aruncus dioicus] Bride’s Feathers,
Horsford’s Nursery, Charlotte VT. Not native. [Photo
next page]
Drosera filiformis, Threadleaf Sundew, Gillett’s Nursery,
Southwick MA. Not native.
Geranium robertianum, Robert Geranium, Gillett’s
Nursery, Southwick MA Native and introduced. [Photo
at right]

Summer 1919

•
•
•

Malva verticillata, Cluster Mallow, from Mr. Babcocks
yard, introduced - his from West Concord, MN.
Vaccinium canadense. [V. myrtilloides], Velvetleaf
Huckleberry, from Coon Lake. Native.
Vaccinium pennsylvanicum [Vaccinium angustifolium],
Lowbush Blueberry, from Coon Lake. Native.

Autumn 1919
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Robert's Geranium,(Geranium
robertianum), planted in spring 1919.
Photo ©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin Flora.

Aster commutatus, [Symphyotrichum falcatum], White
Prairie Aster, from Belt-line Bridge, this is an unlikely
species as it is native only in a few counties of the state,
not locally.
Aster prenanthoides, [Symphyotrichum prenanthoides] Crooked Stem Aster, native. [Photo next
page]
Glycyrrhiza lepidota. American Licorice, from Franklin Ave. Bridge. Native. [Photo next page]
Lamium amplexicaule, Henbit Deadnettle, from Lyndale Gardens. Introduced. [Photo page 138]
Nicandra Physalodes, Apple of Peru, seeds, from solon Spring Valley WI. Introduced plant.
Plantago lanceolata. Narrowleaf Plantain, from Lyndale Gardens. Introduced.
Rosa acicularis. Prickly Rose, from Lutzen 6 roots, native. Extant. [Photo next page]
Solidago serotina [Solidago gigantea], Giant Goldenrod, from Belt-line Bridge. Native. Extant.
Verbascum blattaria, Moth Mullein, seeds, from Chicago, not native. [Photo shown]
Viola nephrophylla Green, Northern Bog Violet, from Northome, MN. Native -Eloise did not
mention species, only the common name so we assume it was this one. [Photo next page]
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Brides Feathers, (Aruncus dioicus),
planted in spring 1919. Photo G D
Bebeau

Crooked Stem Aster,
(Symphyotrichum prenanthoides),
planted autumn 1919, Photo ©
Emmet J. Judziewicz, Wisconsin
Flora.

Prickly Rose (Rosa acicularis),
planted in autumn 1919. Photo G
D Bebeau

Moth Mullein, (Verbascum
blattaria), planted in autumn 1919.
Photo ©Robert Bierman,

American Licorice, (Glycyrrhiza
lepidota) planted autumn 1919,
Photo ©Derek Anderson,
Wisconsin Flora.

Northern Bog Violet, (Viola
nephrophylla), planted in autumn
1919. Photo ©Merle R. Black,

“Ferns in the Wild Garden - 1919” by Eloise Butler.
Minnesota is not as rich as Vermont in ferns.
How I envy Vermonters! Our university lists in
its Fern Guide but thirty-eight species; but
Warren Upham in his catalogue of Minnesota
Flora printed in 1884 gives authority for these
additional species: Asplenium platyneuron,

Phegopteris Robertiana, Aspidium (Dryopteris)
noveboracense, Aspidium bootii, Aspidium
marginale, Aspidium acrostichoides [Note - this is
an unresolved name], Aspidium lonchitis,
Polystichum braunii, Cystopteris montana, Woodsia
glabella, Woodsia oregana, Dicksonia punctilobula,
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Botrychium ternatum. I have introduced all of the
above except Phegopteris Robertiana, Cystopteris
montana, Woodsia glabella; and all listed in the
University Fern Guide except Botrychium simplex,
B. lunaria, Cheilanthes feei, Woodsia oregana.

Mass, vis: Aspidium filix-mas, A. noveboracense, A.
spinulosum var dilatatum, A. cristatum var.
Clintonianum, A. goldianum, A. marginale,
Polystichum acrostichoides, P. braunii, Pellaea
atropurpurea, Asplenium platyneuron, A.
trichomanes, A. angustifolium, A. (Athyrium)
acrostichoides (thelypteroides), Dicksonia
punctilobula, Woodsia ilvensis, W. scopulina, W.
obtusa, Phegopteris hexagonoptera, P. dryopteria, P.
polypodioides. All these have been naturalized
with more or less success elsewhere in the
garden. The
plants from
the nursery
were fine
specimens
and I hope
that they
will winter
well. Most
of the small
species were
pot-grown.

Ten ferns are indigenous to my garden: Osmunda
claytonia which is one of the spectacular features
of the place, clothing, as it does, an entire hillside
with its tall fronds; Asplenium filix-femina
forming large masses near the boulder bird bath
and scattered throughout the garden; Adiantum
pedatum gracing the foot paths and reaching
unusual size in clumps in the tamarack swamp,
where is also found in luxuriant growth
Osmunda cinnamomea, and fine specimens of the
evergreen Aspidium spinulosum and A. cristatum;
the treeless portion of the swamp is carpeted
with Aspidium thelypteris, and the meadow below
the hillside of Clayton’s fern is crowded with
Onoclea sensibilis; while Botrychium virginianum
dots the entire region just above the marsh line.
Of the ten natives, Pteris aquilina is the least
abundant, but it is rapidly increasing on the
sides of the knoll on which my office stands.

The ferns
were set out
with
reference to
size and
Eloise Butler’s fern hillside that she
conditions
calls “one of the spectacular features of
of light and
the place”. Photo May 1913, The
moisture as
Bellman.
will as
drainage. I
have also outside of the Gulch well established
Osmunda regalis and large colonies of Onoclea
struthiopteris. These I did not place in the Gulch
because of their need of space and more
moisture. I have besides a few highly cherished
specimens of the dainty little cliff brake,
Cryptogramma stelleri, and Ophioglossum
vulgatum; and when I left the Garden last
November a quantity of Azolla caroliniana and
Salvinia natans, planted during the summer, were
bravely green on the surface of my little pond.

In my recently planted Fern Gulch, maidenhair,
lady fern and Aspidium spinulosum are selfestablished. It was my aim to make a plantation
in this gully of all the ferns native to Minnesota
that were not indigenous in the garden and that
could be induced to grow under the prevailing
conditions of light and moisture. I see that I have
omitted from my list of ferns in the Gulch
Polypodium vulgare. This was obtained from the
vicinity of Minneapolis and naturalized in the
Garden. I have also introduced to the garden a
few specimens of Aspidium fragrans, but I fear
that they will die out.
With the exception of a few roots of Aspidium
cristatum and Aspidium thelypteris transferred
from the swamp, and specimens of Camptosorus
rhizophyllus, Cystopteris fragilis and C. bulbosa that
were naturalized in the garden, the plants were
all obtained from Gillett’s Nursery, Southwick
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1920
Winter 1919/1920
Plants sourced on the East Coast this winter came from Gillett’s
Nursery in Southwick MA The plants were then sent to Eloise and
arrived in April and others arrived for fall planting in October from
Gillett’s, from Horsford’s Nursery in Charlotte Vermont, and from
Andrews Nursery in Boulder Colorado.

Spring 1920
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on 25 March
when she wrote:
Trillium nivale in bud, white maple, hazel, alder in bloom.
Although the past winter had produced about 65 inches of snow, 20
inches above average, with good constant snow depth, by late March
it was all melted.
In 1918 Eloise began a rotating display of native plants at the
Minneapolis Public Library. She updated the exhibit every few days
and broght back plants to replant in the Garden, frequently
mentioning the replanting in her Garden Log. On April 1st this year
she noted :
Opened seasonal wildflower exhibit at central library.

Eloise Butler ca. 1920. Note the
peace officers star which she
frequently wore. Photo courtesy
Mpls Public Library.

Plantings: This spring she brought in 3 new species: Matrimony Vine,
Oregon Cliff Fern, and Robin’s Plantain [photo following]. Details listed below the autumn section.
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She also recorded planting a number of other species previously in the Garden, including 17 species
which are still in the Garden.

Summer 1920
In the summer months she obtained 6 new species for the Garden: Bristly Sarsaparilla, Buffalobur
Nightshade, Gallant Soldier, Green Adder’s Mouth, Hooded Coralroot, Northern Slender Lady’s
Tresses. Details on all 1920 new plantings are listed below the autumn section.
She also recorded planting a number of other species previously in the Garden, including 4 species
which are still in the Garden, most from local sources.

Autumn 1920
On Sept. 2 she noted in the log:
Lythrum salicaria [Purple Loosestrife] has well established itself farther down the brook below
dam.
The ‘dam’ was a small structure she had installed when the Garden
was first formed, first of earth and then with concrete in 1917. It
crossed the water channel that drained the southern wetland and
formed a small pool for aquatics. The water then trickled down into
the meadow on the north end of the Garden - an area that is now
outside of the Garden's north fence but at this time the entire
meadow was part of the Garden. Purple Loosestrife is another
example of terribly invasive plants that in Eloise Butler’s day were
considered ornamental and frequently planted. It would take the
Park Board many years in the 1990s to rid Wirth Park, and
particularly Birch Pond, of most of it. [See photo on next page.]
In the fall months she obtained 10 new species for the Garden. Details
below. She also recorded planting a number of other species
previously in the Garden, including 26 species which are still in the
Garden, most from local sources.
Purple Loosestrife, (Lythrum
salicaria) mentioned by Eloise
Butler, and first noted in the
Garden in 1916.

Sometime in 1920 Eloise wrote a short essay on upkeep of the Garden.
It may have been sent to The Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter,
(Division D ) of the Agassiz Association for inclusion in the members
circular. Here is the text:

My wild garden is run on the political principle of laissez-faire. Fallen leaves are not raked up
unless they lie in too deep windrows and are likely to smother some precious specimen; but are
retained to form humus. But the tall dead canes of herbs like Joe-Pye Weed and wild golden
glow, which are allowed to stand during the winter to protect the dormant vegetation beneath,
are removed from the meadows in the spring for a clear view of the clumps of marsh marigolds,
trilliums, etc.
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I also gather and burn all fallen branches, and in the fall while
the late flowers are still blooming, all unsightly evidence of
decay. Of course, I do not allow at any time any outside litter
to be brought in - - not the tiniest scrap of paper, or string, or
peanut shell. The great mass of herbaceous plants, as asters,
goldenrods, and most composites, I admire in their fluffy
state, after they have gone to seed.
Some species, however, are to me the reverse of ornamental in
old age. These are snipped to the ground or torn up by the
roots and reduced to ash. Red Clover is one of the offenders.
It becomes unkempt and scraggly; and the stalks of the
common milkweed that are without fruit, after shedding their
leaves, turn black and look like long rat tails. Touch-me-not,
Impatiens biflora [now I. capensis] and I. pallida, collapse with
the first frost and cumber the ground with a brown slime; and
wood nettle, Laportea canadensis, is smitten as with a
pestilence.
Robin's Plantain, (Erigeron
pulchellus). New spring planting.
A few specimens of stingers and stick-tights are permitted on
Photo ©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin
the grounds. Laportea is a persistent spreader and sometimes
Flora.
gets the upper hand, busy as I am with many other things. In
the fall I grub it out and plant something else in its place.
Then I learn its encroaching ways. The roots are not very deep, but they are woven and knotted
together into a dense mat that seems as hard as rock.

Her last entry in the log was on October 26th when she noted planting 51 Sky Blue Asters.

1920 was right on average for
precipitation but fall temperatures were
warm and the winter of 1920/21 would
be very scant with snow, only 20 inches,
23 inches below average.

Left: Birch Pond on August 5, 1950,
infested with Purple Loosestrife. The
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
successfully used biological control in the
form of Galerucella spp. beetles to remove
the plant from Birch Pond. Their
program began in 1997 and by 2000 the
pond was free of Loosestrife.
Photo top of page 142: Eloise Butler (center) with Friends at Glenwood Springs ca. 1900
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New 1920 Plants
Spring 1920
•
•
•

Erigeron pulchellus, Robin’s Plantain, from off Superior Blvd (near the Garden). Native. [Photo
on previous page].
Lycium barbarum, Matrimony Vine, from Mr. Babcock’s Garden, introduced.
Woodsia oregana, Oregon Cliff Fern, from Gillett’s Nursery, Southwick MA. Native

Summer 1920
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aralia hispida, Bristly Sarsaparilla, from Mille Lacs, MN. Native. [Photo next page]
Corallorrhiza striata, Hooded Coralroot, from Itaska Park (Collected by Dr. T. S. Roberts). Native.
Galinsoga parviflora, Gallant soldier, from Mr. Babcock’s yard, introduced.
Microstylis unifolia [Malaxis unifolia], Green Adder’s Mouth Orchid, From Mille Lacs, MN.
Native. [Photo next page]
Solanum rostratum, Buffalobur Nightshade, from Minnetonka. Native. [Photo next page]
Spiranthes gracilis [Spiranthes lacera], Northern Slender Lady’s Tresses, from Mille Lacs, MN.
Native. [Photo next page]

Autumn 1920
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cirsium hillii, Hill’s Thistle, source unknown, native
Comandra livida [Geocaulon lividum], False Toadflax, seeds, from Isle Royal. Native.
Crataegus mollis, Downy Hawthorn, from the Park Board Nursery. Native.
Lonicera sempervirens, Trumpet Honeysuckle, from Andrews Nursery, Boulder Co., not native.
Lonicera involucrata, Twinberry Honeysuckle, from Andrews Nursery, Boulder Co., not native.
Mentha citrata, Water Mint, from Mr. Babcock’s Garden, introduced.
Physalis grandiflorus [Leucophysalis grandiflora], Large False Ground Cherry, seeds, from Itaska
Park. Native
Physalis heterophylla, Clammy Ground Cherry, from Mr. Babcock’s Garde. Native. Extant. [Photo
next page]
Rubus deliciosus, Delicious Raspberry, from Andrews Nursery, Boulder Co., not native.
Trillium sessile, Toadshade, from Gillett’s Nursery Southwick, MN, not native. Extant. [Photo
next page]
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Bristly Sarsaparilla, (Aralia hispida).
New summer planting. Photo
©Andrew Hipp, Wisconsin Flora.

Buffalobur Nightshade, (Solanum
rostratum). New summer planting.
Photo ©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin
Flora.

Northern Slender Lady's
Tresses, (Spiranthes lacera).
New summer planting. Photo
©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin
Flora.

Green Adder's Mouth, (Malaxis
unifolia). New summer planting.
Photo ©Scott Milburn,
Wisconsin Flora.

Toadshade, (Trillium sessile). Photo
G D Bebeau

Clammy Ground Cherry, (Physalis
heterophylla). Photo G D Bebeau
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1921
Winter 1920/1921
This year east coast sourced plants came from Kelsey’s
Nursery in Boxford MA.

Spring 1921
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on 21
March when she wrote:
“Trillium nivale in bud.” [Snow Trillium]
Her first planting was on April 11 with a clump of Pasque
Flower, some violets and a few others. Pasque Flower
planting was an almost annual occurrence in April. On the
21st she discovered 2 specimens of yellow stemmed Cornus
stolonifera (now Cornus sericea ssp. sericea) the Red Osier
Dogwood.
They must have been very nice because the Park Board
Nursery, located right across the road at Glenwood Lake, was
growing them. She promptly brought in six on April 26 and
nine cuttings on May 1.

Eloise (on the left) with Clara Leavitt (former
fellow teacher). Photo courtesy Minneapolis
Public Library, Minneapolis Collection.

On May 6 she discovered Zizia cordata (now Zizia aptera),
Meadow Zizia in blossom on the west hillside. It is a native
species; later in 1923 she planted more. What she called the “longeared owl” [Asio otus] was also noted in her log (and previously in
1914).

Summer 1921
In the summer months she obtained 6 new species for the Garden:
Crow-berry, Devil’s Club, Marsh Cudweed, Queen Anne’s Lace,
Silvery Cinquefoil, Squash berry. Details on all 1921 new plantings are
listed below beneath the autumn section.
Creeping Yellowcress, Radicula sylvestris (Rorippa sylvestris) (photo)
was discovered in bloom on June 21 northeast of the dam. The ‘dam’
was a small structure she had installed when the Garden was first
formed, first of earth and then with concrete in 1917. It crossed the
water channel that drained the southern wetland and formed a small
pool for aquatics. The water then trickled down into the meadow on
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Creeping Yellowcress, (Rorippa
sylvestris). Photo Robert H.
Mohlenbrock, USDA-NRCS Plants
Database

the north end of the Garden - an area that is now outside of the Garden's north fence.
A newspaper article about the Garden was published during the summer on August 28. Eloise is
pictured in her typical garden uniform with her peace officers badge (same photo is on page 149). There
as a larger photo of a section of the Garden showing three warning signs. Eloise had a fondness for
signs that provided information but also warnings of the "do not" type. One such sign said "Keep to the
footpaths. Do not leave them without official guide." One such newspaper reporter, Abe Altrowitz, who did
just that was reprimanded on a later visit and he wrote about it on July 23, 1964. (Copy in the “Butler
News Articles.) Later reports would be critical of this as she was said to have around a dozen such
warning signs. This article itself concentrated on the mosquitoes and on some special plants that were
unfamiliar to the writer but carefully explained by Eloise on their tour. (article on page 279)

Autumn 1921
On August 23 Eloise noted that the Lythrum salicaria (Purple Loosestrife) was ‘escaped’ - to where she
did not note. She had first noted it in garden in 1916 and in 1920 wrote that it “has well established
itself farther down the brook below dam.” She was beginning to realize that this species was going to
be invasive.
On September 1st, she noted discovering Acalypha virginica, Three-seeded Mercury, in east meadow.
This is not a Minnesota plant, but could have been the Minnesota species Acalypha rhomboide - Common
Three-seed Mercury
On September 9 she noted several specimens of Quercus bicolor (Swamp White Oak) hitherto supposed
to be Q. Alba (White Oak). She had previously planted Swamp White Oak in 1917, so these plants were
not new to the Garden, but were therefor indigenous, having missed her original census.
In the fall months she obtained 7 new species for the Garden, all detailed below: Aster Dumosus,
Lindley’s Aster, Northern Woodland Violet, Selkirk’s Violet, Sweet Black-eyed Susan, Thin-leaf
Sunflower, Turquoise Berry-vine, and also Zig-Zag Goldenrod, which is indigenous, but this is the first
time she planted it.
During the year she also recorded planting a number of other species previously in the Garden, most
from local sources.
An article published in the Minneapolis Tribune on September 18 titled "Glenwood Park Wants Wire
Fence to Keep out Spooners" was the first public appeal by Eloise for a fence to protect her collection of
plants. "The spooners" she said "just set themselves down and flatten out flowers and shrubs and
growths - some of which it has taken years of experimenting to bring to that stage of development."
Eloise made no headway on getting a fence until she did it herself in 1924 after more fruitless appeals.
She had made an appeal for a fence as early as 1912, to the Park Board in her annual report.
The September 18 article has several other interesting bits. After getting a tour of some lesser known
plants such as the Purple Pitcher Plant, they then come to the bird bath that was created in 1917. While
waiting for a bird to demonstrate, which none did, she told the story of finding a hobo washing his
socks in it. The reporter mentions how well known the Garden is nation-wide among botanists and
Eloise tells him of her visit to Dr. George Hay's garden in New Brunswick, a garden in the same vein as
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hers, but earlier, smaller, and in Canada. There is a separate article on the bird bath and on Dr. Hay in
1908.
Eloise noted in September that there were an unusual number of large puffball mushrooms this season.
Her last entry in the log was on November 1st when she noted planting Stiff Goldenrod, Solidago rigida,
and Sky Blue Aster, Aster azureus, the same species she had planted in the fall of 1920.
Weather: 1921 was the warmest year since 1878. The winter of 1920/21 was very scant with snow, only
20 inches, 23 inches below average. The next winter of 1921/22 was average. Total precipitation in 1921
was below average.

New 1921 Plants
Spring 1921
•

Allium tricoccum, Narrow-leaved Wild Leek, native, from near Medicine Lake. This would be
var. burdickii, one of two varieties in Minnesota. Native, extant. May 1st. Photo next page. The
wider leaf type, var. tricoccum, had been introduced on April 13, 1910.

Summer 1921
•
•
•

•
•

Daucus carota, Queen Anne’s Lace, Introduced. from Eau Claire, WI, August 5. [Photo next
page].
Fatsia horrida, [Oplopanax horridus] Devil’s Club, not native, from Isle Royal August 19. Martha
Crone also planted in 1935, plants from Isle Royal also.
Gnaphalium palustre, Marsh Cudweed from Mr. Birge Babcock’s farm near Brook Park, MN. This
is a plant not found in MN, may be Gnaphalium uliginosum which is an introduced plant. August
29-30.
Potentilla argentea, Silvery Cinquefoil. Not native, 2 clumps from Glenwood Park. June 8. Extant.
[Photo next page]
Viburum pauciflorum, (Viburnum edule) Squash berry. Native, from Isle Royal, August 19.

Autumn 1921
The first two plants are problematical, she questioned the identification
in her log. Her source was listed as Minnesota, but the exact area
blanked out.
•

•
•

Aster lindleyanus- this is a problem name to track down as it has
not been an officially recognized name. It was probably the
aster now called Symphyotrichum ciliolatum, Lindley’s Aster.
Native. September 14.
Aster dumosus, [Symphyotrichum dumosum var. strictior], Rice
Button Aster, not considered native. September 14.
Helianthus decapetalus, Thinleaf Sunflower, from Kelsey’s, not
native but in 1916 she noted in the Garden H. tracheliifolius,
which is this same plant. October 2.
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Selkirk's Violet, (Viola selkirkii),
New autumn planting. Photo
©Emmett J Judziewicz, Wisconsin
Flora.

•
•

•

•

Rudbeckia subtomentosa, Sweet Black-eyed Susan, not native, from
Dreer’s Nursery Philadelphia. September 28. Photo.
Viola selkirkii, Selkirk’s Violet. Native, from Botanical Nurseries,
Lapeer, Mich. October 15. Martha Crone also planted it in 1941.
[Photo shown previous page].
Viola septentrionalis, Northern Woodland Violet, from Botanical
Nurseries, Lapeer, Mich. Not native. October 15. Martha Crone
also planted it in 1947.
Vitis humulifolia, an unresolved name, could be Vitis heterophylla,
now said to be Ampelopsis glandulosa, Turquoise Berry Vine.
From a Garden near Minnehaha. September 15.

Sweet Black-eyed Susan,
(Rudbeckia subtomentosa). New
autumn planting.

Queen Anne's Lace, (Daucus
carota). New summer planting.

Wild Leek, (Allium tricoccum).
New spring planting.
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Silvery Cinquefoil, (Potentilla
argentea). New summer planting.
Photo ©Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin
Flora.

FENCE: This is the first article published about the need for a fence. 18 September
1921. Minneapolis Tribune. Two more 2 articles are in 1924, the year the fence is built.
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1922
Winter 1921/1922
While Eloise Butler usually sourced some plants from east coast nurseries during the winter months,
1922 was the first year that did not happen.

Spring 1922
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on April 1st
when she wrote:
Season unusually late. Large patches of snow and ice in the
garden. Hazel and alder not tasseled out. Skunk Cabbage in
evidence. Trillium nivale in bud.
On April 11 she noted a flock of wild geese flew over the garden and on
23 April
White throated sparrows arrived, also woodcock. Hepaticas and
bloodroot particularly fine.
Her first planting of the season was on April 26. From Jefferson
Highway near Champlin she got six clumps of Pasque flower and other
plants.
She added six new species to the Garden this spring: Chinquapin Oak,
Kidney-leaved White Violet, Marsh Blue Violet, Plains Prickly Pear, Sand
Violet, and Tufted Bullrush. Details below the autumn Section.

Chinquapin Oak, (Quercus
muehlenbergii). New spring
planting.

Summer 1922
On June 1st a hive of Italian bees was installed in the Garden and on August 26 they were stolen. June
8th saw the construction of a trellis and pergola on the garden office. This was the first of several
exterior additions that would be added over the years. Photo above shows the back side of the office
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and the photo below from a later date shows the front side. See page 168 for an essay describing the
office site and her plantings around the office.
On June 14 she found a full grown Glossy Buckthorn, Rhamnus frangula (now Frangula alnus) an
invasive plant. She noted
Probably introduced on May 16, 1913 from Kelsey’s Nurseries in place of Rhamnus alnifolia
[Alderleaf Buckthorn].
On July 1 she wrote
Noted Virginia rail and three downy black young probing for worms in the brook shallows.
They were like hen and chicks together.
On 5 July Set free a young sparrow hawk in the garden. It was caught in Mr. Babcock’s yard a fortnight
ago and placed in a canary cage. It was fed on meat. It became quite tame and would perch on
one’s finger like a parrot.
In the summer months she obtained 4 new species for the Garden: Burnweed, Sweet Clover, Wavy-leaf
Thistle and Virginia Groundcherry. Details below.
Below: A view of the Garden Office years later in February 1956 showing all the trellis and the
pergolas that had been added over the years beginning in 1922.

Autumn 1922
In the fall months she obtained 6 new species for the Garden, all detail below: Common Hops, Crossleaved Milkwort, Frost Grape, Lizard’s tail, Northern Dewberry, Velvet leaf.
Her last log entry was planting from the Quaking bog 4 plants of Glyceria canadensis, Rattlesnake
Mannagrass on October 20. During the year she also recorded planting a number of other species
previously in the Garden, most from local sources.
153

Weather in 1922 was not too unusual. Although spring started late, precipitation was close to average
until early winter. There was a 4 inch snowfall in mid-October and very little snow thereafter until
early January.
Photo top of page 152: The Garden Office showing the pergola and trellis constructed this year. Photo
from a Kodachrome taken by Martha Crone on April 14, 1949.

New 1922 Plants
Spring 1922
•
•

•
•
•

•

Opuntia polyacantha, Plains Prickly Pair. Not Native, from Expansion ND, May 24, 3 plants and
11 more on 26th.
Quercus prinoides [Quercus muehlenbergii] Chinquapin Oak. Native.
From Andrew’s Nursery, Boulder Co. May 1st. Photo or previous
page.
Scirpus coespitosus [Trichophorum cespitosum] Tufted Bullrush.
Native, from Glenwood Park. May 26.
Viola cucullata, Marsh Blue Violet. Native, from Glenwood Park.
May 13. Martha Crone noted it in bloom in 1939.
Viola renifolia, Kidney-leaved White violet. Native, from Maltby,
Mich. May 13. [Martha Crone also planted in 1933, 34.] Photo at
right .
Viola subvestita, [Viola adunca var. adunca] Sand violet, Hooked spur
Kidney-leaved Violet, (Viola
violet. Native. May 22. Martha Crone planted this violet many
renifolia), New spring planting.
times - 1946, ‘48, ‘50, ’57. Ken Avery in 1964. [Photo next page.]
Photo ©Merle R. Black,
Wisconsin Flora.

Summer 1922
•
•

•
•

Cirsium undulatum, Wavy-leaf Thistle. Introduced, from Rhinelander WI. July 25.
Erechtites hieraciifolius, Burnweed. Native, from Foreman Erickson’s yard, Glenwood Park.
August 1st. Extant. [Carl Erickson was the park keeper from Glenwood Park.] [Photo next
page].
Melilotus officinalis, Sweet Clover. Introduced, from Glenwood Park. July 19. Extant. [Photo next
page]
Physalis lanceolata [Physalis virginiana var. virginiana] Virginia Groundcherry. Native, from Brook
Park MN. June 19. [Photo next page]

Autumn 1922
•
•
•
•

Abutilon theophrasti, Velvet Leaf. Introduced, from cow pasture near Quaking Bog. October 1st.
Humulus lupulus (pistillate) Common Hop. Native and introduced, from Jefferson Highway,
September 29. [Photo next page.]
Polygala cruciata, Cross-leaved Milkwort. Native. From Minnehaha. September 1st. Martha
Crone also planted in 1933 and ’46.
Rubus villosus, [Rubus flagellaris] Northern Dewberry. Native, from vicinity of Anoka, October
1st. Extant.
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•

•

Saururus cernuus, Lizard’s Tail, native in North America but not Minnesota, from vicinity of
Cumberland Falls, banks of Cumberland River, KY - put in a sand-filled tank near spring.
October 13. [The spring would be the one that was in the North Meadow, now just outside the
back gate.]
Vitis vulpina, Frost Grape, not native, but from the Park Board Nursery in Glenwood Park, put
by new trellis on the office, along with Virginia Creeper. October 17.

Hooked Spur Violet, (Viola adunca var.
adunca). New spring planting. Photo
©Emmett J. Judziewicz, Wisconsin
Flora.

Virginia Groundcherry, (Physalis
virginiana). New summer
planting.

Burnweed, (Erechtites
heiracifolia). New summer
planting.

Common Hops, (Humulus lupulus). New
autumn planting.

Sweet Clover, (Melilotus officinalis). New
summer planting.

155

An Autobiographical Sketch by Eloise Butler
Having a reticent nature, I must confess to
shivering on the brink before taking the
plunge into self-revelations. I was born not
long after the middle of the nineteenth
century in the little village of Appleton, on the
St. George River, about twelve miles from the
seashore, Knox County, Maine. Here I lived
until I was about fifteen, attending district and
private schools, my chief amusement being
then what it still is – roaming the woods. An
aunt who lived with us taught my sister and
me to know the plants of the neighborhood.
My mother said I was abnormally good when
I was a baby, but got bravely over it when I
grew up. Indeed, some of the neighbors
thought I must be idiotic because I lay quietly
in the cradle, making no demands for
attention. They said, too, that I hadn’t any
nose - only two little holes in my face where
my nose ought to be. Accordingly, everyone
was pinching my face in order to make the
organ grow. Who can tell how much my lack
of good looks is due to that practice?


East. Then my relatives threw up their hands
in astonishment, exclaiming, “Good heavens!
Where did you get that brogue!”

Not finding a situation to my liking in
Indiana, I secured a place in the Minneapolis
schools and here I have lived since 1874. The
monotony of my life has been broken during
the long summer vacations. I have taken
courses of study at Harvard, at Woods Hole

My father was a farmer. Before marriage my
father and mother had both been teachers, and
at that time and place no other career than
teaching was thought of for a studious girl. So,
after completing the courses at high school,
Lynn, Massachusetts, and normal school,
Castine, Maine, I began the work that I am
still engaged in. (In my next incarnation I shall
not be a teacher.) My father sold his farm and
moved to a small town in northern Indiana,
on Lake Michigan, just as I left the normal
school. I taught for a few months in Indiana. I
have a keen recollection of a ludicrous
experience. We new Englanders slur the
sound of r. In northern Indiana, settled largely
by Germans, the r is exaggerated and the
speech bristles with bur-r-s. My pupils could
not understand what I said, and a child where
I boarded, who had learned my language, had
to act as interpreter. The report went abroad
that the new teacher was tongue-tied. With
what circumlocutions I tried to avoid words
with r’s! The result of my efforts to acquire the
new tongue had the following sequel: I
remained West seven years before visiting

and our State University and have enjoyed
particularly the instruction of Dr. J. C. Arthur
and Dr. Charles Bessey, the latter the greatest
and most enthusiastic teacher I have ever met.
The summer of 1896 I spent abroad, reveling
with the old masters in are – my greatest
hobby after plants. And I collected chiefly
algae and ferns for three seasons in Jamaica,
West Indies. Those were memorable occasions,
to which I must add a most enjoyable sojourn
at the seaside station of the University of
Minnesota, on Vancouver Island, a camp sixty
miles from civilization.

As you will know, I chiefly live and move and
have my being in and for the Wild Botanic
Garden. I haven’t had a photograph taken for
twenty years. .[gap] . . is a “snapshot” fired
this summer [1911] as I was crossing a stream
surrounding a quaking tamarack bog.
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1923
Winter 1922/1923
All plants this year are from local and mid-west sources - none from east coast nurseries.

Spring 1923
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on
April 1st when she wrote:
Very cold all through March, consequently, ground still
frozen and ponds still covered with ice. Not even hazel or
alder tasseled out.
But on April 2nd she sowed seeds of Pennyroyal on the
Plateau. April 7 was a down day Heaviest snow storm of the season - - over 10
inches of snow on the level.
The official tally for Minneapolis was 9.6 inches making it
the largest single event snowfall in April in local weather
history (as of 2021). This was followed on the 14th with
three more inches of snow. But the weather warmed as it
usually does so by April 20th the Marsh Marigold,
Squirrel Corn, Dutchman’s Breeches were in bud. See
page 160 for Eloise’s tale of first collecting SquirrelCorn.
Her first spring planting was on April 26 when she
planted False Rue Anemone, White Trout Lily, Wild
Ginger and Dutchman’s Breeches from Minnehaha Park.
No new species were added in the spring.
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The Backyard garden at 20 Murray Hill Road,
Malden, where Eloise spent Winters. As it looked
in 1989. Photo courtesy Martha Hellander.

She noted on May 7th an “exhibition of plants at the Journal Office.” This would have been one of the
local newspapers but it is unclear if she maintained the exhibition as she did at the library between
1917 and 1921 or if this was someone else’s exhibition, presumably hers.
Two weeks earlier it was National Garden week and the Minnesota Chapter of the Society for the
Preservation of Wild Flowers had their annual meeting. Eloise Butler was membership committee and
publicity chair. On Friday evening April 27th there was an open-to-the-public illustrated lecture at the
Maryland Hotel on "Wild Flowers of Minnesota" with wild flowers in blossom being shown in vases.
The report in the April 27th Minneapolis Tribune does not say but one can presume that Eloise provided
the flowers and probably gave the lecture. Article on page 160.
On the 9th of May she found a nest of pheasant with 14 eggs in south meadow. Not unusual in those
days to have pheasants in the city. Last year she had a hive of Italian bees brought into the Garden but
they were stolen. This year she got another hive on May 13 from a Mrs. McGuire, of Dina Springs unclear where that is.

Summer 1923
On June 18 Eloise wrote: “Bluebird fledglings have just flown
from the bird box on low stump in Plateau.”
In the summer months she obtained 3 new species for the
Garden: Plains Snake Cotton, Small Enchanter’s Nightshade,
Stiff Cowbane. Details below.

Autumn 1923
In the fall months she obtained 11 new species for the Garden, all
detailed below. Her last log entry was on October 27. She
planted 92 Sky Blue Asters, Aster Azureus [now Symphyotrichum
oolentangiense ], that she got from Glenwood Park.
During the year she also recorded planting a number of other
species previously in the Garden, most from local sources.
While Eloise was back in Malden she mailed back to Martha
Crone acorns of the Black Oak and the Swamp White Oak for
some "exhibit" Martha was to put on in the fall. She
recommended Martha 'snoop' around to find some of the trees of
Swamp White Oak, which is a bit strange as in 1921 she noted
having the tree in the Garden. (1)

Marsh Arrowgrass, (Triglochin
palustris), New autumn planting.
Photo ©Hugh Iltis, Wisconsin Flora.

On December 12 a fire was started by skaters on Birch Pond and it got out of control with winds
blowing embers into dry grass and leaves up into the area around the Garden burning 2,000 evergreens
that the Park Board had recently set out. It made the newspaper - the headline read "City's Oldest Tree
Periled by Flames in Glenwood Park." Park Keeper Carl Erickson had to call the fire department to help
him put out the flames. The tree was Eloise Butler's favorite White Oak Monarch. (2) Article on page
160.
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Weather: March was very cold, with snow and ice continuing into mid-April. Although there were
frequent summer rains, the total precipitation for the year was below average. November and
December were very mild with almost no snow.
Notes:
(1) Letter to Martha Crone, 16 November 1923.
(2) Minneapolis Star Tribune, 12 December 1923.
Photo top of page 157: Prairie Dock, introduced this year by Eloise Butler.

New 1923 Plants
Spring 1923
No new species were added in the spring of 1923.

Summer 1923
•
•
•

Circaea alpina, Small enchanter's nightshade, native, from Frazee MN, August 1st
Froelichia floridana, Plains Snake Cotton, native, from vicinity of Fridley, August 1st. Martha
Crone planted this in 1945 also.
Oxypolis rigidior, Stiff Cowbane, native, from Glenwood Park. August 1st.

Autumn 1923
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Cacalia tuberosa, [Arnoglossum plantagineum] Groovestem
Indian plantain, native, from Denison Iowa, October 16.
Dyssodia papposa, Fetid Marigold, native, seeds from Denison
Iowa, October 19.
Eryngium yuccifolium, Rattlesnake Master, native, from
Denison Iowa, October 16. Extant. Photo right.
Gentiana detonsa, [Gentianopsis virgata ssp. macounii], Lesser
Fringed Gentian, native, from Minnesota River Bottom at
Lyndale Ave. September 1st.
Liatris squarrosa, Scaly Blazing Star, not native, from Denison
Iowa, 5 tubers, September 25. Photo next page.
Medicago sativa, Alfalfa, introduced, from the Belt Line
Bridge. October 1.
Polygala polygama, Racemed Milkwort, native, from vicinity of
Fort Snelling, October 1st. Martha Crone planted it in 1945
through 1949.
Phytolacca decandra, [Phytolacca americana var. americana],
possibly native, no specimens in U of M herbarium,
American pokeweed, seeds from Denison Iowa. October 19.
[got plants in 1924 same source]
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Rattlesnake Master, (Eryngium
yuccifolium). New autumn planting.

•
•
•
•

Rudbeckia triloba, Thin-leaf Coneflower, native, from Lake Geneva Wisconsin. October 5. Martha
Crone planted it extensively in the late 1940s and Susan Wilkins in 2008. Extant. Photo below.
Silphium terebinthinaceum, Prairie Dock, not native, from Lake Geneva Wisconsin. October 5.
Extant. Photo below.
Tofieldia glutinosa, [Triantha glutinosa]. Sticky tofieldia, native, from Minnesota River Bottom at
Lyndale Ave. September 1st.
Triglochin palustris, Marsh Arrowgrass,native, from Minnesota River Bottom at Lyndale Ave.
September 1st. Eloise had noted planting “Arrowgrass” in 1916 without listing a species. This is
the the first time a species is identified. Photo previous page.

Scaly Blazing Star, (Liatris
squarrosa). New autumn planting.

Thin Leaf Coneflower, (Rudbeckia
triloba). New autumn planting.

1923 Newspaper notes
April 27, 1923
December 13, 1923
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Prairie Dock, (Silphium
terebinthinaceum) . New autumn
planting.
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1924
Winter 1923/1924
All plants this year came from Minnesota and North Dakota Sources. At least four newspaper articles
were published this year concerning Eloise and the Garden. Details below.

Spring 1924
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on April 1st when she wrote:
Ground covered with 16 inches of snow on the level. The heaviest snow storm of the season,
March 29-30.
But by April 5 she wrote:
Two Trillium nivale in bloom. Robins, phoebes, juncos, and one hermit thrush in evidence.
On the 13th:
Noted screech owl perched in a young hemlock tree north of the tarvia road. Sat motionless for a
long time, and permitted near approach. [The 'tarvia road' was the wide path that bisected the
Garden in Butler's time. It is the same path that is just outside the current back fence of the
Garden.]
The week of April 20th was National Garden Week and the Minnesota Chapter of the Wild Flower
Preservation Society of America and Eloise set up a display of wildflowers from the Garden in the
corner window of Donaldson's Department Store in downtown Minneapolis, all reported in the Tribune
on April 23. She was a member of the Chapter and chairman of the membership and publicity
committee.
Early May does not seen to have been all that pleasant. She wrote on the 7th:
Noted Whip-poor-will near west path. Has been heard for two weeks. Weather, cold, snowy,
rainy, disagreeable.
Two new species were established in the spring - European Whitlow-grass and Lewis Flax.
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Summer 1924
On June 12 Eloise wrote:
Mountain ash planted May 28, 1909 bloomed for the first time [Sorbus americana, American
Mountain Ash].
Fencing work was done in the Garden for the first time since the original 3
acres were fenced in 1907. It began on June 26 and on July 16 Eloise wrote:
“Lady Slipper meadow enclosed today, fence not completely
braced.” [That meadow was in the northern part of the Garden]
In order to really secure the Garden from large animals, vandals and
people that just wandered in from all directions, it had to be securely fence
and equipped with gates that could be locked. Eloise Butler even resorted
to the newspaper on several occasions to state her case for a fence.
Ms. Butler's worst menace was "spooners". A headline in the Minneapolis
Tribune on September 18, 1921 had read: "Glenwood Park Wants Wire Fence
to Keep Out Spooners." The article explained Ms. Butler's thoughts that cats
and dogs may leave a trail in the vegetation but spooners were the real
problem. The full text read as follows:
It’s not the wild, voracious mosquitoIt’s not the snooping vagabond dog Nor is it the pussy-footing feline Eloise Butler in 1924 from a
But it’s the demon surreptitious spooner thats brought the need
Minneapolis Journal article
for an encircling barbed wire fence around the wild flower garden
in Glenwood Park to save plants of incalculable scientific value
from destruction. A stray cat will pitter patter into the garden and leave a narrow trail. A dog
seeking food perhaps in the shape of a ribbit (sic) will snoop through and leave a wider wallow But the spooning couple “For destructive properties the army of tussock worms is a piker when compared with the
Spooner.” (quote of Eloise Butler)
On June 22 the Minneapolis Star Tribune published a short article titled "Flower Garden Director Urges
Fence be Built." Eloise stated that the collection will be ruined unless a fence is built around the
property at once. Theodore Wirth was quoted as saying the the approximate expense would be $600
but there were no funds available. Eloise said "I will pay for the building of a fence myself, if necessary
to save the collection.” (article on page 280)
Later in the year, while the fence work was in process, in a Minneapolis Journal article she was quoted
saying
The fence is needed to keep our the few vandals who destroy in a few minutes the work of years
and spoil the garden for the rest of the visitors. (article on page 171)
The article concluded - “Tired of waiting years for it to be built, she finally is having it put up herself.”
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Since the Park Board could not allocate funds to complete fencing, Eloise contracted, at her own
expense, to have the fencing completed for a sum of $696.10. She paid $400 down, gave a note for $200
to be paid within a month or when the fence was completed, and the final amount by a note to be paid
in the spring of 1925. (1)
One set of fences or two?
She could not afford to fence the entire area of the Garden which was about 25 acres at that time. In
Martha Hellander's book The Wild Gardener, she, at one point says the Garden was unfenced (pg. 79)
but on another page (pg. 85) says there was an original enclosure of 3 acres, which happens to agree
with the original Board of Park Commissioners action setting aside the 3 acres. Although Hellander
gives no reference for her “unfenced” statement, the original 1907 fence around 3 acres, would have
been south of the tarvia road in part of what is now the Garden’s current location. Based on Butler's log
notes after 1924, she had two enclosures fenced, which she referred to as the North Enclosure and the
South Enclosure, the north protecting the wetland orchids, both referenced with a “brook” running
through them. After she announced the enclosure on July 16th, "Lady Slipper meadow enclosed today"
…, she began as early as August 1st to note planting in the “north enclosure.” She does not mention
actually planting anything in this “south enclosure” by name until October 8, 1925, although there are
numerous entries in the log prior to that of planting “near fence” without stating which fence.
Hellander further states (pg. 85) that Eloise enclosed 5 acres in the north meadow area of the Lady’sslippers in 1924 but she does not give a source for that statement, so we are left with this conclusion:
The original 3 acre fence would have been in the southern enclosure, south of the tarvia road that
bisected Butler’s Garden of 1924. It was only after 1907 that the area of the north meadow was added to
the Garden. So, Eloise had two enclosures built in 1924 - the one in the north meadow, north of the

Right: A portion of the 1924 fences in the
southern part of the Garden are seen
here lining the path near the hemlock
grove. The bird feeding station
established in 1931 or 32 is seen on the
north side of the path. At that time the
hemlocks were split between the south
and north sides of the tarvia path. It was
not until the path and fence were moved
northward in 1991/92 that they all ended
up in the southern portion of the Garden.
Photo by Lulu May Aler.

tarvia road and one south of the tarvia road - perhaps adding to the original 1907 fence or completely
replacing it, but still concentrated in the wetland part of the Garden based on Butler’s statement about
a brook running through both areas. Further confirmation that there were two Garden areas separated
by the tarvia path is contained in Butler's 1926 submission to the bulletin circular of the Gray Memorial
Botanical Chapter. This article discussed the trees of the Garden and she states in one section about a
Balsam Poplar that "It is planted near the gate on the south side of the tarvia road that divides the
precincts.” This story continues in the autumn section. It was not until 1938 that a permanent fence built
by a WPA crew enclosed all of the southern part of the Garden.
In the summer months she obtained 4 new species for the Garden: Common Butterwort, Green Fringed
Orchid, Marsh Grass of Parnassus, and Round-leaved Orchis. Details are given below. Another
newspaper article in the summer explained how Eloise had developed the Garden and the special
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plants that were there. That Minneapolis Star article on July 24 is the source of the only photo we have of
Eloise standing next to the trunk of Monarch, the large White Oak. See page 272.

Autumn 1924
On October 27 Eloise wrote: “Completed Cactus rockery and transferred cacti thereto.” Back on April
30th, Eloise noted in the log that she was planting near the “cactus plantation.” In later years Martha
Crone (2) would note building such a feature in 1930 but this is actually the first reference to a cactus
area and the first reference to the “Crone Plantations”(2). That last term refers to certain planting areas
in the Garden that were stocked with plants provided by Martha and Bill Crone, or actually planted by
them. References to the “Crone Plantations” will show up in the log and in correspondence in all
future years of Eloise’s tenure. When she was later back dat Malden, Eloise wrote to the Crones
(Martha and William) on Nov. 29 (1)—
I can’t resist telling you at once the latest history of the fencing around the “Crone Plantations”
et. al.
In the fall months she obtained 9 new species for the Garden,
all detailed below, one of which we would stand up and shout
NO today. (Hoary Alyssum) Her last log entry was on
November 3rd when she “sowed seeds of red Lepachys
columnaris from Grand Forks, N. Dak. above the cactus rockery
on the east hillside.” Today this plant is classified as Ratibida
columnifera, Long-headed Coneflower. By “red” we assume she
means the type that has red on the rays and is commonly
called “Mexican Hat.”
During the year she also recorded planting a number of other
species previously in the Garden, most from local sources.
The fencing was not yet completed before she had to leave for
her annual return to Malden Massachusetts to visit her sister
Cora Pease as she has done every winter since 1911. In that
letter to the Crones Eloise explained that she had informed
Park Superintendent Wirth about what she did with the fence
Long-headed Coneflower, Mexican Hat
and never asked for reimbursement. She was pleasantly
type with red on rays, (Ratibida
surprised to receive a note from him promising a check for the
columnifera). New autumn planting.
full amount by early December. Thus she says “You may
believe that I am very happy.” (1)
A separate article on historical Garden fencing is found on the Friends website.
Weather in 1924 was not too unusual. Although spring started late due to the heavy late March
snowfall, snowfall for the year was well under normal. Total precipitation was just below average due
to a lot of summer rain.
Notes:
(1) Letter to the Crones, November 29, 1924 from Malden, Massachusetts.
(2) Interview with Martha Crone on May 27, 1988 by Martha Hellander as recorded in her book The
Wild Gardener.
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Photo top of page 163: The House at 20 Murray Hill Road, Malden MA where Eloise spent winters.
Photo courtesy Martha Hellander.

Common Butterwort, (Pinguicula
vulgaris). New summer planting. Photo
© Kitty Kohout, Wisconsin Flora.

Hoary Alyssum, (Berteroa incana).
New autumn planting.

Palespike Lobelia, (Lobelia
spicata). New autumn planting.

New 1924 Plants
Spring 1924
•
•

Draba verna, Spring draba or European whitlow-gras. Introduced, from the vicinity of
Minnehaha. April 29.
Linum lewisii, Lewis Flax or Blue Flax, not native, from Gillett’s Nursery, Southwick MA, April
30. Martha Crone also planted it in 1949

Summer 1924
•
•
•

Habenaria orbiculata [Platanthera orbiculata] Round-leaved Orchis. Native, from Northome, MN,
August 27. Martha Crone planted it in 1933 and ‘34.
Parnassia palustris, Marsh grass of Parnassus. Native, from Northome MN. August 22. Ken
Avery planted it in 1962.
Pinguicula vulgaris, Common Butterwort. Native, from Grand Marais MN, August 3. Martha
Crone planted it 1933 and later years. [Photo above]

Autumn 1924
•
•

•
•

Astragalus flexuosus, Flexile Milkvetch. Native and on State Special Concern List, from Grand
Forks ND, October 16.
Berteroa incana, Hoary Alyssum, introduced, from vicinity of Anoka on September 11, then seeds
on October 24. This plant is extremely invasive and we would never plant it today due to
control issues. [Photo above]
Gentiana affinis, Pleated Gentian. Native and on State Special Concern List, from Grand Forks,
ND, October 5
Lepachys columnaris [Ratibida columnifera], Long-headed Coneflower, seeds of red variety from
Grand Forks ND, November 3. Photo prior page.
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•
•
•
•
•

Lobelia spicata, Palespike Lobelia. Native, from Wells MN. October 18. Martha Crone planted it
in 1945 and later years. [Photo prior page]
Oenothera caespitosa, Tufted Evening Primrose, not native to MN, from Grand Forks ND, October
16. Martha Crone planted it in 1946 and later.
Picris hieracioides, Hawkweed Oxtongue, from Mendota MN, this is a mis-identification as the
plant is not known anywhere near MN, unless she obtained it from a nursery. September 18.
Solidago tenuifolia?? Slender Goldentop, from Grand Forks ND. Not possible, misidentificationonly known on SE coast, unless nursery grown. October 5
Blackhaw - assume to be Viburnum prunifolium as she refers on April 18th 1925 to planting a
Prunus nigra east of it, lists her source as from Lyndale Ave three miles south of Savage, but
Blackhaw is not known to ever have been in MN. Probably a mis-identification. October 30.

The Plateau by Eloise Butler
The “Plateau,” heretofore mentioned, is a natural
terrace of about half an acre in extent that cuts in
twain the south hillside. Here in 1915, was
erected the Curator’s office, a small building
subdivided by a partition, serving as a tool
house and a reception room for visitors. On the
north and east side of the office is a pergolatrellis that supports wild grape, Vitis vulpina
[Vitis riparia]; Virginia creeper, Psedera
quinquefolia [Parthenocissus quinquefolia]; and
bittersweet, Celastrus scandens. At the right of the
entrance on the south wall clambers the common
clematis, C. virginiana, and on the left an
uncommon clematis, C. verticillaris. It was
procured from northern Wisconsin and was
tended assiduously for eight years before it
responded by displaying lilac blooms fully four
inches in diameter that endured the whole latter
half of May. The common bindweed, Convolvulus
sepium [Calystegia sepium], is confined with some
difficulty to trellises on the east side of the
building, where also are growing wild yam,
Dioscorea villosa; moonseed, Menispermum
canadense; wild smilax, S. hispida; and climbing
nightshade, Solanum dulcamara; also occasionally
the lovely climbing fumitory, Adlumia fungosa.
The last named I have some difficulty in
establishing. On the north side flourishes a
stalwart Dutchman’s pipe that loves the shade
and is festooned with its curious “pipes” before
the leaves attain their splendid maximum size.

The southern rim of the Plateau and on the
winding path leading to the south gate, a large
granite boulder has been set that has been
chiseled out for a bird bath in a series of steps on
a half-inch gradient to a depth of five inches.
[There is a separate essay on the birdbath excerpts on page 124] The birds like to step from
shallow water into deeper, and the steps are left
rough so that their feet will not slip. The bath is
partially surrounded be a covert of thickly
planted evergreens - white pine, spruce and
arbor vitae. Clusters of evergreen exclamation
points, Juniperus virginiana, stand on each side of
the south gate and accentuate the entrance to the
“deep, tangled wildwood” to which the primal
soul responds.
A few other evergreens have also been set near
the southeast boundary. No evergreens are
endemic in the Reserve. Representatives of all of
the Minnesota conifers form a small pinetum on
the western bank, and many hemlocks, which
have but one stand in the part of the state, have
reached a sturdy growth in the vicinity of the
garden pool where they are protected from
hurtful dry winds of winter. This evergreen with
its low-spreading delicately sprayed branches
and the blue-berried mats of junipers, Juniperus
communis and J. horizontalis, are not only highly
decorative but form ideal shelters for birds.
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MIss ELoISE BT'TLER
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Dear tr'rleaAr,

,
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that hls d.lEea8e 1s not tuberculosls, as re feared
fron the henorrtraS,ea tiat follored hls apparent rec ovetX[ fron bronchlal pneunonla'
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170

,-' '.

Yout frlentl,

'''

dZ--- B-/1*

1924 Minneapolis Journal article with mis-spelled headline.
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1925
Winter 1924/1925
On January 24, 1925 Eloise wrote from Malden to Martha Crone that she has been transformed into a
housekeeper as her brother is still sick, her sister is feeble and she is caring for a household of eight,
including a dog and three cats, but they had a jolly Christmas.(1)

Spring 1925
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on April 2nd when she wrote:
Weather very warm, but no rain for some time. Trillium nivale [Snow Trillium] in bloom.
On the same day she planted seven species shipped from Malden (source not stated), all of which were
previously planted in the Garden.
The weather was not in her favor. She wrote:
“In April, very hot weather that unduly stimulated vegetation. Then late frosts -- ice forming
May 26 -- that nipped aspiring flower buds. Some things were frozen four times. Therefore, no
wild grapes, no Mayapples, nor several flowers. During May, heavy rains and cold weather, so
that we said, ‘We’ll not complain when the sun roasts us.’ ” (2)
Eight new species were introduced this spring - details after autumn section. Eloise discovered one new
plant in the swamp on May 18. - Betula sandbergii (B. papyrifera x pumila) Sandberg Birch, considered
native.
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Summer 1925
Summer started off with this note:
Tornado uprooted many large trees and tore off many tops and branches. Paths shut off and
plants laid low with debris of the wreckage.
She added more detail about this storm when she wrote in 1926
in Trees in the wild Garden: (2)
The leading tree in the swamp was the tamarack. They
were piled up like jackstraws by the tornado, and but few
left standing. But most of the white birches, which were
nearly equally abundant, were spared by reason of their
deeper root system, as was also another prime ornament
of the garden - a much be-photographed eight-boled
white birch that dominates the eastern hillside. [photo
next page]
In 1912 the giant White Oak she called Monarch, had been
treated for decay. Here she explains what was done and then
what happened this year.
“Monarch,” as we call him, was slowly dying atop. So, in
obedience to the scriptural injunction, his dead limbs
were cut off and cast away, and decayed portions of his
“heart” - not essential as with humans for circulation -were taken out and replaced with concrete. Thus, lopped
and reinforced, he bade fair for many more years to hold
sway. Alack and alas! In the tornado of June, large chunks
of concrete were belched out and all the limbs torn off.
How long will he yet stand without his crown?

Eloise Butler with the large White Oak
“Monarch." 1924 newspaper photo.

He lasted until 1940 when Martha Crone had him removed as a
danger of falling on visitors.
In the summer months she obtained another eight new species for
the Garden. Details below. Summer weather was hot. Eloise
wrote:
Through August and not yet fairly broken the most
protracted drought ever recorded in Minnesota. The
hillsides in the Reserve have suffered severely but the
asters are holding their own fairly well. The usual crop of
mushroom is a complete failure. (3)

“Monarch" -1926 newspaper photo

Further adventures:
Have had some pleasant outing to break general dismalness. Went out on the prairies early in
July when the wood lily mingled with the tall cream-colored spikes of zygadene at its height,
and on the low lands, large masses of showy moccasin flowers disported themselves. In August,
spent two days at Lake Kabecona [should be Kabekona], about twenty miles east of Itasca Park.
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There I saw for the first time in their native haunts the spurred gentian [Halenia deflexa] and the
northern grass of parnassus [Parnassia palustris]. On a creek floated the pretty white water
crowfoot in full blossom, and all the land was blue with harebells.(3)
Below: The eight-boled birch is in the background of this photo from 1926.

Autumn 1925
In the autumn Eloise obtained 2 new species for the Garden, detailed
below.
Eloise, and later Martha Crone, always planted many asters in the
autumn, some in extremely large quantities. On October 10-11, She
planted 161 Sky Blue Aster, Aster azureus [Symphyotrichum
oolentangiense] from Glenwood Park. Her last log entry was on October
20-21 said
“planted from Minnehaha 301 Aster Cordifolius along path, east
side of south enclosure and on plateau.” [Symphyotrichum
cordifolium] Heart-leaved Aster]
The “south enclosure” is one of two Garden areas Eloise had fenced in
during 1924. The large quantities of some of these asters both this year
and in 1924 might indicate that were from a Park Board nursery. There
was such a nursery at Glenwood Park at this time.
On the way to Malden after she closed the Garden Eloise had a 4 day
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Heart-leaved Aster, (Aster
cordifolius) [Symphyotrichum
cordifolium]

stop in Indianapolis where she also had family relatives, arriving in Malden in her cousin’s automobile
and wrote that it “didn’t skid over a precipice as I thought it might.” While in Malden the weather was
so nice that she has time to “snoop” for plant material for the Garden and she mailed some acorns of
Black Oak and Swamp White Oak to Martha Crone with instructions to heel them in for her, along with
some of Savory-leaved Aster, Aster linariifolius [now Ionactis linariifolius] which she thought Martha may
like. She wrote again about her sister Cora being very feeble - Cora died in 1928. Then she gave a recipe
for Quince and Cranberry Jam.(4)
Weather: The snow from the winter of 1924/25 had all melted by the end of February and early spring
was dry, some rain arrived in May but the summer was dry turning to drought. Going into the winter
of 1925/26 there was little snow until January. Total precipitation was 7 inches below average. The
tornado in June was the unusual event.
Notes:
(1) Letter from Eloise Butler to Martha Crone, January 24 1925.
(2) Trees in the Wild Garden - essay in The Early History of the Wildlife Reserve, unpublished (copy on
the Friends website).
(3) The Wild Garden in 1925 - submission to the Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter, (Division D ) of the
Agassiz Association for inclusion in the members circular. (complete text on next page.).
(4) Letter from Eloise Butler to Martha Crone, November 3, 1925
Photo top of page 172: Tamaracks in the wetland. These are replacements for the trees destroyed in
1925.

New 1925 Plants
Spring 1925
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Arabidopsis thaliana, Mouseear Cress, introduced. from vicinity
of Anoka. May 21.
Betula nigra, River Birch, native, from Kelsey’s nursery, Salem
MA. April 18. Extant.
Delphinium tricorne, Dwarf Larkspur, native, from Denison
Iowa, April 22. Martha Crone planted it in 4 different years
beginning in 1947.
Hieroloche [Hierochloe odorata] “Holy Grass”, Sweetgrass, not
native, from Grand Forks North Dakota. May 12.
Mamillaria vivipara [Escobaria vivipara now Coryphantha
vivipara] Spinystar, many varieties, but probably var vivipara
as that is only variety found in North Dakota where plants
came from. Planted in the cactus rockery. April 2.
Marchantia polymorpha, moss, native, from vicinity of Anoka.
May 21.
Morus rubra, Red Mulberry, not native, from Maquokata Iowa,
May 16. Martha Crone also planted it in 1957.
Prenanthes aspera, Hairy stemmed Prenanthes, native, from
Point Douglas, April 30. Martha Crone planted it in 1949 and
’51.
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River Birch, (Betula nigra), New
spring planting of 1925.

Summer 1925
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Desmanthus illinoensis, Illinois Bunchflower, native, currently on the Minnesota Special Concern
list, from Prior Lake MN. August 13.
Halenia deflexa, Spurred Gentian, native, from Grand Marais MN, July 9. another 4 were planted
on 3 August from Lake Kabacona. Kabacona should be Kabekona. (Hubbard County). Martha
Crone also planted in 1933 and 54. Photo below.
Helianthus petiolaris, Prairie Sunflower, native, from vicinity of Fridley, August 27.
Hippuris vulgaris, Common Mare’s Tail, native, from Lake Kabacona [Kabekona], August 3. (She
would also use this species in 1932 at the new Mallard Pool)
Hudsonia tomentosa, Wooly Beach Heather (Poverty Grass), native, from vicinity of Fridley,
August 27 and also on 16 October from vicinity of Anoka. Martha Crone would plant it in 1936
and later years also. Photo Below
Nelumbo lutea, American lotus, native, from O’Brian’s Lake and planted at Birch Pond, August
13. Photo below.
Scutellaria parvula, Small Skullcap, native, from vicinity of Orchard Gardens (ie around
Burnsville MN). June 25.
Solidago canadensis, Canada Goldenrod, native, from Lake Kabacona [Kabekona], August 3.
Today it is not found there, but maybe it was in 1925 or maybe it was our current species, S.
altissima.

Autumn 1925
•
•

Lobelia inflata - Indian Tobacco, native, from Warren Maine. October 14.
Setaria italica, Foxtail millet, introduced, from Trenton Wis. September 17.

American Lotus, (Nelumbo lutea),
New summer planting. Photo
©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin
Flora.
Woolly Beach Heather, (Hudsonia
tomentosa). New summer planting.
Photo ©Paul Drobot, Wisconsin Flora

Spurred Gentian, (Halenia deflexa)
New summer planting. Photo ©Robert
Bierman, Wisconsin Flora
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The Complete text of “The Wild Garden in 1925”
A most unusual season --spotted, indeed, if due
to sun spots. In April, very hot wether that
unduly stimulated vegetation. Then late frosts -ice forming May 26 -- that nipped aspiring
flower buds. Some things were frozen four times.
Therefore, no wild grapes, no May apples, nor
several flowers. During May, heavy rains and
cold weather, so that we said, “We’ll not
complain when the sun roasts us.” June 2 a
tornado swooped upon us from the northwest,
uprooting trees and laying everything flat with
wreckage. Fortunately, only a few lives were lost.
The damages cannot be repaired in years.
Through August and not yet fairly broken the
most protracted drought ever recorded in
Minnesota. The hillsides in the Reserve have
suffered severely but the asters are holding their
own fairly well. The usual crop of mushroom is a
complete failure.

several experiences that I have had of
unconscious registration. We all really know
much more than we are aware of . . .
[Thanks to Martha Hellander for unearthing this
bit of writing]

Have had some pleasant outing to break general
dismalness. Went out on the prairies early in July
when the wood lily mingled with the tall creamcolored spikes of zygadene at it's height, and on
the low lands, large masses of showy moccasin
flowers disported themselves. In August, spent
two days at Lake Kabecona, about twenty miles
east of Itasca Park. There I saw for the first time
in their native haunts the spurred gentian
[Halenia deflexa] and the northern grass of
parnassus [Parnassia palustris]. On a creek floated
the pretty white water crowfoot in full blossom,
and all the land was blue with harebells.
Strange to say, a little earlier, a single specimen
of Halenia was brought to me from the north to
identify. From the venation, I thought it must be
an endogen and tried to place it in the lily or
orchid families. Over the telephone I got a hint
from one who knew, that is must belong to the
gentian family, although the name could not be
recalled. The small flowers were cream colored
and spurred. Then “spurred gentian” flashed
through my mind, and also the scientific name,
Halenia deflexa, although I had no consciousness
of previous knowledge. The botanist confirmed
the wireless telegram. This is another instance of
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MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

24 January,

1gZ5

i:{y d.ear Cronles , - -

was so pleased. (although you nay not
think so fron my J.ong-d.e1ayed. acknonledgnent ) to seo the
prlnt of Janethr s snlJ.lng face antl the ingenlous egBsllcer so couvenlent for the housekeeper into which I am
transforned. durlng the wlnter nonths.

I

I have been nore than busy slnce Chrtstnas with sone
speclaL work for ny slck bnotlrer rsho 1s nerely ho1d.1ng
lrls o$n. He si.is up two or tlrree Lrours each d.ay, and can
walk acrosg the floor wlthout he1p. If we can keep hln
through the wlnter, he nay becorae strong,er. i,{y sleter
1s very feeble. My brother-ln-Iaw and. nlece are 111 at
lntervals, and I flntl the d.utlee of housekeeplng soroowhat heavy wit,}r a fanll.y of e16ht, lncluding af d-og antt
three cats.
s, wlth
We had a very Jolly Chrlstnas, nevertheles
a good nany Jokes. I wleh you cou1d. have had. sone of
ny two lobsters that werir glven ne. IeII Janeth that
the d.og had. 1n her Chrlstnas stocklng a gingerbread.
Father Chrlstnas d.eckecl wlth colored. sand-ies, a box of

178

' t'

ralglns,

a toy horse, whlLe the cats had aII
the catnlp they could. ro11 ln.
a

bt6 boae,

anal

lT1th Buch haste,

'

Very slncerely,

/?

e/';'- /q--ru\-
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MISS ELOISE BIJTLER

20 MI,RRAY HILL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSE?TS

J i'lovember,

1

Dear Llns.Crone,--

925

Arrived here Bonday evening, after a
[very one
pleasant visit oI four d.ays ln Indianapolis'
to be very
1n usual health, althougLr my sister contlnues
on ny
feeble. I-Iad no opportunity to recover anything
in Indianapolls
lnsurance po11cy. It snoired efery night autonoblle
cousinrs
ancl roe]-ted during ihe ivay, but my
I thought i't roiaht '
did.o t t slti-d over a preclplce, as
octoberlrasbeenadlsa8Peeab}enontha]-].alongtheline.
itisvlarrrands].lnnynereatpresent.Itookad.vanta6e
a bit,
of tlre ,ileather to ,,snoop.. :iround' tlre neigbbor]1ood
some of r"hich-and all nail-inB-you a box of the"flnds" '
perhaps the acorrrs-- )'ou day vJisil to use in nexi seasonrs
exhibii, as you are not likely to find iiren
The blacir oilk acorns lrre inferior specof tf ie s t'ramp
iuei-is. You nlgrri, try to sprout ilio or tiree sunt"
in the
/pot
'..r111t,e oak Ly planting thell 1n a tittle
itt" for ihe rlinter
;rouird., and ii yo, ,,i11 )<indly "heel
in 'r,]-re adJacent vacant loi ';hatever you do noi care io
cultivate in your garden, 611 vllI} 6reat}y oblj-,je ]xe.
very i'esir"-bIe irs a
YoLt Ir11I find Aster lirrarilfolius
late bl-ooner, :)nd f alil ivel-l stocl<eii nlth it 1n the Reserve
.1r
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will have ltet an Indiafl sumner to st]orten
-r,he crlnter slead. of you .
,;ith Iiindest regards to Janeih rind Dr.
I

hope you

Crone,

Venr

" in;-

truly your frlenal,

4^-?z'

to ruake some prlze-vrlnnl.ng Jam that we
aL1 like partlcularly ue}l: Qulnce & Cranberry Jan.
Equal parts of cooked cranberry run througlr a sieve
and ground plneapple rvlttr vrater attaled to nake lt of,
the same. conatstency as the cranberrT. Cook'together
about 15 nlnutes wlth an equal neasure of eugar.
An about
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1926
Winter 1925/1926
Eloise Butler wrote to Bill and Martha Crone from Malden in January about the Christmas gifts,
especially the reel tape measure, and the
recipes the Crones sent and noted that the
weather in Malden had been mild.
Another of the presents received from the
Crones was "the account of our Little
Sahara."(1) This is the first time this term
shows up and it refers to the sand garden
and Cactus Rockery that was created as
early as 1924. The words "little Sahara" do
not show up in Eloise's log notes until June
1930, but this correspondence affirms the
much earlier start of this garden area.

Spring 1926
The countryside of Appleton Maine where Eloise spent her
childhood. Photo from 1989 courtesy Martha Hellander.

Eloise’s first Garden Log note of the season
was on April 1st when she wrote:
No snow on the ground, but ice still
on the ponds. Season very late. Robins and bluebirds here.
On the 13th Trillium nivale [Snow Trillium] was in bloom and the Hepaticas were budding. But late
winter was not over - on May 13:
Frost at night, young leaves of butternut frozen.
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Once again the pheasant was nesting. May 19:
“Noted pheasant’s nest on west hillside with 10 eggs; yellow-headed blackbird’s nest June 4
with 4 small eggs, one small, probably cowbird’s egg.” 14 June: “Noted exquisite nest of
American Goldfinch in showy lady slipper meadow four eggs in it.” (Garden Log)
No new species were introduced this spring but she did receive shipments of plants already existing in
the Garden from Robbins’ Nursery in Ashford NC; from North Dakota, and Malden, MA. She sourced
locally from Hardscrabble Point on Lake Minnetonka, and from Forest Lake.
On May 31st Fletcher Wilson wrote in the Minneapolis Tribune about the flower displays in the city
parks, devoting the most space to the Wild Flower Garden. He wrote: "And last, but of course not least,
the native plant reserve in Glenwood . . . under the scrupulous care of a little old woman, Miss Eloise
Butler. Except for fences and signs, it looks like a particularly beautiful spot in the wilds that has
remained un-disfigured by the encroachment of civilization. There are no set beds. The plants have
been introduced under their native conditions and allowed top grow as they will. In the reserve one
may find in a restricted area plants which one would otherwise have to roam the entire state to see.”
After reading that one must suspect that he had a lesson with Miss Butler as it reads almost directly
from her own written words except for the description of her as a “little old woman.”

Summer 1926
In the summer months Eloise obtained another four new species for
the Garden. Short’s Aster, Red Turtlehead, Great Waterleaf and Tenpetal Blazing Star. Details below.
During 1926 Eloise wrote a summary of Shrubs in the Wild Garden, in
which she reviewed her inventory of shrubs. She started with “The
brightly hued berries of the shrubs are but a 'fleeting show' in the
garden, being scarcely allowed to ripen by the fruit-loving birds.”At
the end of the essay she gave an inventory:
The ten shrubs most common in the Reserve are: willows, of
which the most abundant are Salix discolor [Pussy Willow], S.
petiolaris [Slender Willow], S. rostrata [S. bebbiana, Bebb Willow];
Common hazel (Corylus americana); Prickly ash (Xanthoxylum
americanum); Beaked hazel (Corylus rostrata); Smooth sumach
(Rhus glabra); Gray dogwood (Cornus paniculata); Red-osier
dogwood (Cornus stolonifera); Dwarf birch (Betula pumila);
Wild buckthorn (Rhamus alnifolia); Round-leaved thorn
(Crataegus rotundifolia) [Crataegus chrysocarpa var. chrysocarpa].
(2)

Red turtlehead, (Chelone obliqua)
New summer planting.

Autumn 1926
In the autumn months Eloise obtained 3 new species for the Garden: Bog Aster, Rosinweed, and
Clasping Venus Looking-glass - all detailed below.
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Eloise did not refer to warblers very often but on
September 6th she wrote: “Mrs. Gaylord Davidson
noted today in The Reserve the following warblers”
and listed 13 plus 17 other birds.
Sometime during the year she added notes to what
she intended to be an early history of the wildlife
reserve, describing why the site was chosen (page
186. Full text on Friends Website). She described in
this essay the layout of the Garden in the area she
called the “plateau” where her office stood (page 126
describes the plateau). Then she added notes about
the evergreens in the Garden.
Her last log entry on October 22 said
planted from Grand Forks N. Dakota 7
silverberry below east path near Buffalo Berry.
Planted from Glenwood Park 1 Aster azureus
and 1 A. sericeus on Plateau north of office.
Frosts occurred on October 24-25th ending the
growing season. During the autumn she also
recorded planting a number of other species
previously in the Garden, most from Robbins in
Ashford NC; Waseca MN; Royal NE, Thomaston ME;
Mrs. Leavitt’s garden at 2015 James Ave. So,
Minneapolis; Glenwood Park; Deephaven MN; a
large group of plants from Bryan MN; the Park Board
Nursery; the Streetcar terminus on West Broadway
and Mrs. Johnson’s yard in Minneapolis.

The Wild Garden in 1912 showing the location of
the Plateau and other features. Map ©Martha
Hellander.

A third essay this year, also intended to be part of her history was titled Trees in the Wild Garden. She
recounted
A census was taken at once of the most obvious inmates of the Reserve, which has been
increased from time to time by many delightful surprises. (2)
She references the damage from the tornado in 1925 and then gave this inventory of trees:
The ten most abundant trees in the Native Plant Reserve, Minneapolis, are: Tamarack (Larix
laricina), White birch (Betula alba var. papyrifera), Ironwood (Ostrya virginiana), Northern pin oak
(Quercus ellipsoidalis), White oak (Quercus alba), Red oak (Quercus rubra), White ash (Fraximus
americana), Red maple (Acer rubrum), Basswood, (Tilia americana), Large-toothed aspen (Populus
grandidentata).(3)

In another part of the history Eloise was writing about the Garden, dated 1926, she wrote of the earliest
days of the Garden and why preservation was necessary.
In the early ‘80s Minneapolis was a place of enchantment – a veritable fairyland,” [but with the
advancement of the city] “the land has been ruthlessly stripped of the exquisite features that
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Nature, the greatest landscape gardener, has wrought through the ages, and “all the king’s
horses and all the king’s men” can never make the place the same again. (text on page 134).
Following the death of Eloise in 1933, parts of her text were incorporated into an article titled Our
Native Plant Reserve compiled by Mrs John Jepson. The purpose of the article was to sum up the work
Eloise had done and the benefit of the Garden to society. The text was then published in The Minnesota
Clubwoman in June 1933. See page 268 for the article.
Weather in 1926 was not too unusual. Precipitation increased from 1925, but the year was still below
normal by 3 inches. The year ended with some good snow and snow on the ground most of November
and all of December.

Short's Aster, (Symphyotrichum
shortii), New summer planting.

Eastern Daisy Fleabane (Annual
Fleabane), (Erigeron annuus),
New autumn planting.

Rosinweed, (Silphium integrifolium)
New autumn planting.

New 1926 Plants
Spring 1926
No new species in spring 1926.

Summer 1926
•
•

•
•

Aster shortii, [Symphyotrichum shortii], Short’s Aster, native, from Waseca. MN. August 28 with a
2nd group on Sept. 4. Extant. (Photo below)
Chelone obliqua, Red Turtlehead, from Vicinity of Waterville, near southern boundary of Rice
County, 1 clump, August 14. This had been naturalized in Mr. Rohl’s garden, Gramercy Ave.
There has long been a question whether this species has native status in Minnesota. The U of M
Checklist of the Vascular Plants of Minnesota states it is known only from Southern Minnesota and
last collected in 1922. This clump was later stolen and Policeman Rohl replaced the clump with
others from his garden on May 23, 1931. Extant.
Hydrophyllum appendiculatum, Great Waterleaf, native, from Denison Iowa, July 31.
Mentzelia decapetala, Tenpetal Blazing Star, not native to MN, from Beulah, ND, August 26,
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Autumn 1926
•
•
•
•

Aster nemoralis [Oclemena nemoralis] Bog aster, not native, from Thomaston, ME, September 3.
Erigeron annuus, Eastern Daisy Fleabane [Annual Fleabane], native, from Deephaven, September
30. This is the first time she planted it, but was indigenous in 1907. Extant. (Photo below)
Silphium integrifolium, Rosinweed, not native, from Royal Neb. October 9. Extant. (Photo below)
Specularia perfoliata, [Triodanis perfoliatal. Clasping Venus Looking-glass, native, seeds from Royal
Nebraska, October 18. Martha Crone also planted it in 1947.

Photo top of page 182: One of open pools in the wetland as seen years later on May 15, 1952. Photo
from a Kodachrome taken by Martha Crone. These Kodachromes were given to Friends of the Wild
Flower Garden by Martha Crone Estate.
Notes:
(1) Letter to Bill and Martha Crone, 11 Jan. 1926
(2) Shrubs in the Wild Garden, essay in The Early History of the Wildlife Reserve, unpublished.
(3) Trees in the Wild Garden. essay in The Early History of the Wildlife Reserve, unpublished.
Additional Text from Eloise Butler’s Early History of 1926
(see page 134 for the beginning part of this essay)
A particular reason for selecting this place was
the undrained tamarack swamp, such a swamp
being the abode of most of our orchids and
insectivorous plants so interesting in habit and
structure. Indeed, most lovers of wild plants are
bog-trotters and find in the depths of a swamp
an earthly paradise. The indigenous flora was
found to be captivating. Among the notables
were sundew, pitcher plant, Linnaea, Turk’s-cap
lily, the two species of fringed gentian, showy
and yellow lady’s-slippers.

converted the depression into a lovely pool that
has become a favorite sketching point for artists.
It has proved too shady for aquatics and it is
proposed to make a small pond by excavation in
the open north meadow where the stream from
the bog unites with one that flows from a spring
on the eastern boundary. The delicious water of
this spring is not one of the least important
adjuncts of the garden.
It was planned from the beginning to make the
garden a living museum of the flora of
Minnesota and to preserve strictly the wild
appearance of the place. There were to be no
formal beds. Plants were to be allowed to grow
according to their own sweet will and not as
humans might wish them to grow, and without
any restraint except what could be essential for
health and mutual well-being. Each plant
introduced to the garden is provided with an
environment similar to its original one and then
left to take care of itself as in the wild open, with
only the natural fertilizers such as decaying
wood and leaves. No watering is done after the
plants are firmly established. Plants growing in
excess and pestilent weeds are removed to make
room for more desirable newcomers.

In the spring of 1907, the experiment began on a
tract of about three acres in extent, comprising
the small tamarack bog with meadows on the
south and west merging into wooded slopes.
Longing eyes were cast upon a marsh overgrown
with willows on the eastern side of the bog. This
was private property, but before a year had
passed it was purchased by the park commission
and added to the garden together with the
adjacent hillside. Later, meadows on the north
and west were also annexed so that the garden
now contains about twenty-five acres.
A tiny stream threaded the bog and emerged
into a depressed area of slimy ooze flanked by
low banks. A dam was constructed that
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to you--

rrAmerlcar

s Greatest

Gard.en,' ,

the Arnold. Arboretun, profusely il1ustrated.. The author
1e rrchlnese lll1sonrr, the noteaL plant co]Iect,or and. agsistant dlrector of the Arboretum.
Y{lnter ls hal_f over, and the pred.lcted. severe reather
has not yet arrlved., perhaps it nay come ln jhhe spr1ng.
I hope thls w111 flncl you ne1I and. bappy.
Slncerely yours,
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1927
Winter 1926/1927
In January Eloise wrote to Bill and Martha Crone about her Christmas activities and a letter
from Theodore Wirth about the wonderful winter in Minneapolis. Eloise related that the
winter in Mass. was the coldest since 1885 and she longed to back in Minneapolis where she
could be outside all day. (1)

Spring 1927
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on
April 1st when she wrote:
“Robins, bluebird, song sparrows here.” Many
plants were in bloom, she noted Trillium nivale
[Snow Trillium], sharp-lobed Hepatica, willows,
skunk cabbage.
Her first plantings of the year were plants sent from
Malden Mass. - 22 asters and a Roundleaf Greenbriar, put
in on April 3.
On the night of 21-22 April there was snow and frost. There
were thirteen new species introduced this spring - details
below. Besides the sources listed there, she got plants from
2628 5th Ave. So., Minneapolis; Happy Valley near
Mendota; Gillett’s Nursery in Southwick, MA; Grand
Forks, ND; and Northern Michigan.
Eloise Butler ca. 1930, photo courtesy
Minnesota Historical Society.
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Summer 1927
The Showy Lady’s-slipper was just beginning to bloom on June 19, rather late that year.
In the summer months Eloise obtained another nine new species for the Garden. Details below.
Other plants came from Mr. Babcock’s Garden; Northome MN; Glenwood Park; Anoka MN; Leffel
Lake; Royal NE; Hastings MN; Northern MN; Bryan NE; near the Rum River; Northeast Minneapolis;
Fort Snelling; and Mrs. Rook’s Garden.

Autumn 1927
In the autumn Eloise obtained 5 new species for the Garden, detailed
below.
Another example of the large planting of asters that she frequently
did was on 11 October and 14 October when 206 Aster azureus, Sky
Blue Aster, were put in, all from Glenwood Park.
Her last log entry on October 22 read
planted from from Exeter, N.H., 3 clumps of Epigaea repens
[Trailing arbutus] under pine tree in Pinetum. One clump
contained a root of Gaultheria procumbens [Spicy Wintergreen].
Transplanted from purple trillium plantation 1 staminate wild
yam to trellis east side of office.
The experience in the Garden with Trailing Arbutus bears some
discussion as it is an example of the dogged determination of the
Garden Curators to establish a plant. The plant is native to the NE
section of Minnesota which is its most westerly range in the United
Trailing Arbutus. (Epigaea repens),
States. Eloise first brought the plant in during 1916 from Solon
©Aaron Carlson, Wisconsin Flora.
Springs Wisconsin, up near Lake Superior. She planted it again in
1917, ’19, ’20, ’22, ’25, this year, ’30 and ’31. In her 1926 history Eloise
noted that “Only a small percentage (of plants) refuse to flourish.
Trailing arbutus, Viola lanceolata and V. rotundifolia are found to be the least persuasive.” Martha Crone
would try to establish it in ten different years between 1933 and 1957. In 1945 should would write in
her annual report to the Board of Park Commissioners “An extensive program is being undertaken to
re-establish some of the more elusive plants, among them the Fringed Gentian, Trailing Arbutus and
various orchids.” In her 1950 annual report she was able to say “After many years of effort success has
been gained with such elusive plants as the lovely Fringed Gentian, Trailing Arbutus and various
orchids.” She wrote in The Fringed Gentian™ in July 1959 (vol. 7 no. 3) that “Trailing arbutus, Blueberry
and Cranberry are difficult to transplant and apparently are somewhat parasitic upon the roots of other
plants. Trailing Arbutus is always found growing in company of Blueberry.” The last of Martha’s
plants were eliminated in the late ‘50s by mice, so in 1963 and 1964 her successor Ken Avery tried once
again. He too gave up after several years.
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During the autumn Eloise also recorded planting a number of other species previously in the Garden
from sources such as: Anoka MN; Bryan NE; Glenwood Park; Williams Nursery, Exeter, NH; Royal NE;
Mr. Babcock’s yard; Fort Snelling; Riverside Park; and Mrs. Hind’s Garden.
In October and November, when she was back in Malden she sent boxes of plants to Martha Crone for
her to heel in until spring when Eloise could transfer them to the Garden. The October box she
collected in Ann Arbor Michigan on a side trip from a stop she made in Toledo Ohio, while on her way
to Malden. The November box was collected in Malden. She referred to the weather in Malden as the
hottest November 2nd in 51 years. (2)
Weather in 1927 was not too unusual - a good year. The late winter snow was gone before the end of
February, except for that mid-April snowfall. Rain was good during the summer followed by heavy
snow in December raising total precipitation for the year above normal - the first time in several years.

Notes:
(1) Letter to Bill and Martha Crone dated 9 January 1927.
(2) Postcard to Martha Crone October 29, 1927.
Postcard to Martha Crone 3 November 1927.
Photo top of page 189: The office of Eloise Butler in the winter Garden as seen here on March 9, 1953,
photo from a Kodachrome of Martha Crone.

New 1927 Plants
Spring 1927
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Agoseris cuspidata [Nothocalais cuspidata] Prairie False Dandelion, native, from Royal Neb. May 7.
Argemone intermedia, [Argemone polyanthemos], Crested Prickly-poppy, not native, from Royal
Neb., April 25.
Geranium pusillum, Small geranium, not native, from Gillett’s Nursery, Southwick MA, May
13-14.
Gilia linearis [Collomia linearis] Tiny Trumpet, native, from Royal Neb. May 31, again on 9 June,
same source
Happlopappus spinulosus, [Machaeranthera pinnatifida], Lacy Tansyaster, native, from Royal Neb.
May 7.
Ipomoea leptophylla, Bush Morning-glory, not native, seeds from Royal Neb., April 20. Again on
August 22, 2 plants, same source.
Lathyrus ornatus, [Lathyrus brachycalyx ssp. brachycalyx], Bonneville Pea, not native, from Royal
Neb. April 30.
Linum rigidum? Stiffstem flax, native, from Royal Neb. May 24. The "?" is in the log - she was
unsure of the plant.
Lomatium orientale, Northern Idaho Biscuitroot, Desert Parsley, native, from Royal Neb. April 15.
Mertensia paniculata, Northern Lungwort, native, noted it in blossom at southwest corner of
pergola-trellis. Planted as an unknown root from Grand Marais two years ago. May 25. More
planted on July 8-9. Martha Crone planted it in 1933, 34, 48 and 56.
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•
•
•

Opuntia rafinesquii, [Opuntia humifusa], Devil’s Tongue Prickly Pear, native, from Royal Neb.
April 15. Martha Crone planted this in. 1934 and 39.
Psoralea esculenta, [Pediomelum esculentum] Large Indian Breadroot, native, from Royal Neb. May
24. Martha Crone noted the plants blooming in 1938 and planted it in 1946 and 47.
Thymus serpyllum [Thymus praecox] Mother of Thyme, Creeping Thyme, introduced, from
Gillett’s Nursery, Southwick MA, May 14-14. Martha Crone planted it in 1948 and 1955.

Summer 1927
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acerates viridiflora [Asclepias viridiflora] Green Comet Milkweed, native, from Royal Neb. June 19.
Campanula rapunculoides, European Bellflower, introduced, from Mrs. Rook’s Garden, August
24-25, photo next page. Extant.
Hedeoma hispida, Rough False Pennyroyal, native, from sand dunes northwest of Minneapolis.
July 14.
Hydrangea arborescens, Wild Hydrangea, not native, from Iowa, August 9.
Myosotis arvensis, Field Forget-me-not, introduced, from vicinity of Hastings, MN, June 21.
Knautia arvensis, Field Scabiosa, Bluebuttons, introduced, from Northern MN July 11.
Lesquerella argentea - one of the Bladderpods, no MN listing, from Bryan Neb. July 12
Melampyrum lineare, Narrowleaf Cowwheat, native, from Northern MN, July 8 -9.
Psoralea tenuiflora var. floribunda [Psoralidium tenuiflorum] Slimflower Scurfpea, native, from
Bryan Neb., July 12
Streptopus amplexifolius, Claspleaf Twisted Stalk Lily, native, from Northern MN, July 8 -9.
Martha Crone planted it in 1947, 54, and Ken Avery in 1963

Autumn 1927
•
•
•
•

•

Habenaria fimbriata [Platanthera grandiflora]. Greater Purple Fringed Orchid, not native, from
William’s Nursery, Exeter NH. September 30/October 1st
Hosackia americana [Lotus unifoliolatus var. unifoliolatus] American bird's-foot trefoil, native, seeds.
from, Royal Neb. September 29.
Lysimachia quadriflora, Prairie Loosestrife, native, from William’s Nursery, Exeter NH. Septe,ber
30/October 1st, photo next page.
Sedum triphyllum [Hylotelephium telephium ssp. telephium] Live-forever, Witches Moneybags,
introduced. From vicinity of Anoka, photo next page. This is the first definite introduction of
Live Forever into the Garden by Eloise Butler. It's possible that the first occurrence could have
been October 21, 1910 when she brought in a plant she named "Aaron's Rod" without giving a
botanical name. That name however, has been applied to several plants including Common
Mullein, Verbascum thapsus. Since her 1910 source was Glenwood Springs, right near the Garden,
we believe her 1910 plant was Mullein. Martha Crone was to plant it a number of times - 1933,
’35, ’36, ’52, ’53. Extant. Photo next page.
Veronica officinalis, Common Gypsyweed, introduced, from William’s Nursery, Exeter NH.
September 30/October 1st. Martha Crone also planted this in 1947.
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European Bellflower,
(Campanula rapunculoides).
New summer planting.

Live Forever, (Hylotelephium
telephium). New autumn planting.
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Prairie Loosestrife, (Lysimachia
quadriflora). New autumn planting.
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1928
Winter 1927/1928
On February 29, leap day, Eloise's sister Cora Pease died after her long illness. It is not known if Eloise
informed Martha and Bill Crone of this at the time or after she returned to Minneapolis in late March to
her rented quarters at the residence of John and Susan Babcock. We have no saved correspondence
between Eloise and the Crones from January 1927 until November of this year.
It is known that the she wrote an essay about Cora's life that she sent to the Gray Memorial Botanical
Chapter for the members circular. A copy is in the Minneapolis Collection at the Central Library.

Spring 1928
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on April 1st
when she wrote:
“Weather warm and dry. Ground for the most part free from
Frost.” On the next day she noted: “Skunk cabbage, Trillium
nivale [Snow Trillium] and a few hepaticas opened this
afternoon. All the early birds here.”
She began planting on April 4 plants that had been heeled in
during the winter by Martha Crone. They went between the bird
bath and the south (now front) gate. All were from Malden MA
and included Queen Anne’s Lace, Heal-all, St. Johnswort, two
goldenrods and an aster. But it began to snow in the evening and
her notes for the next few days were not full of spring cheer:
Queen Anne's Lace, planted by Eloise
5 April “Snowed all day. Ground covered to a depth of a
this spring; plants sent from Malden
foot.”
MA.
12 April “Snow melted, Froze last evening, turned warm
today.”
13 April “Snowing again. A heavy snowfall.” (This one totaled 9.5 inches making it the second
largest single event snowfall in April in local weather history, as of 2021. Second only to 1923.)
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It was not until April 21 that work could begin again when she made the curious note that “Wild crab
on west hillside was grafted with wild roses.” Some planting occurred on the 22nd and 23rd but then
the log copy available is missing data until 25 July. (1)
Eloise wrote an essay about the spring of 1928. She described the flow of flowering from the first
Trillium to the end of spring which she described in this manner:
June 15 is expected to usher in the crowing event of the year - our wonderful state flower. (2)
Excerpts from the essay follow the 1928 plant information.
One new species was listed in the abbreviated spring section of the log. Details after the autumn
section.

Summer 1928
The abbreviated log shows only one new species placed during the summer - details after the autumn
section.

Autumn 1928
In the autumn Eloise obtained 4 new species for the Garden, detailed below. On of those is Scarlet Oak.
This is the first note in her log about the species, but in a 1926 essay Trees in the Wild Garden, she stated
that there was one specimen in the Garden. Did she mis-identify it or plant one earlier without a noting
it?
There are many notes in recent years in the log about a sand tank near the spring where some species
were planted, especially violets. This may have been a bed for keeping young plants, and plants that
needed good drainage. The spring would have been the Bubbling Spring located just NE of the current
back gate of the Garden, an area that was part of Eloise’s Garden at that time.
Her last log entry on October 19 said
planted from Glenwood Park 51 Aster azureus [Symphyotrichum
oolentangiense ; Sky Blue Aster] on aster hillside displacing
clematis.
Sky Blue is one of several blue asters the Eloise planted continuously
and in large quantities. This species is indigenous to the Garden but
she planted it every year between 1915 and 1932. In 1917 she said she
was “continuing blueing east hillside." The odd count of plants put in
indicates they may have been seedlings obtained from the Park Board
Nursery which was located across Glenwood Ave. from the Garden at
Glenwood Lake.
During the autumn she also recorded planting a number of other
species previously in the Garden from sources such as: Ninemile
Creek; Kelsey’s Nursery, Salem MA; near Lake Independence;
Taylor’s Falls; Anoka and near the Luce Line Rail Road.
After returning to Malden for the winter she wrote to Martha Crone,
informing Martha that she had sent another box of plants to Martha
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Sky Blue Aster, (Symphyotrichum
oolentangiense)

hoping Martha could heel them in until spring (just as she had done the previous year). It is a short
note as she writes “my hands are more than full” with a sick niece. and “I can write only a short note.”
But it is one of the few pieces of correspondence that illuminates where her political leanings were. She
added a last paragraph:
But I must add that I am glad to be this winter in one of the few states that supported Governor
Smith - - never known to go democratic before. (4)
On November 27th the Minneapolis Star Tribune reported that Dr. Olaf Schussler had originated a
petition to the Park Board place an ornamental fence around the old oak on Franklin Terrance (near the
Mississippi River and Franklin Avenue) in order to protect its' roots and that the oak be named the
"Eloise Butler Oak" in honor of the pioneer teachers of biology in the city. It is uncertain if approval was
ever given. Dr. Schussler and his wife Edith were good friends of Eloise Butler. Weather: Except the
April cold and snow, 1928 was not an unusual year. Total precipitation for the year was just below
normal.

New 1928 Plants
Spring 1928
•

Dipsacus [prob. Dipsacus laciniatus] Teasel, introduced, from vicinity of Ann Arbor, April 4. Eloise
originally sourced the fruit of this plant in 1923 in Indianapolis, but provided it to a
Conservation Society co-member, Mrs. W. Dee Rook, who was to save some for Martha Crone.
(3) Eloise relates in another note how this Teasel was obtained from Ann Arbor. (5).

•

Iris cristata, Dwarf Crested Iris, not native, from Askov, MN. August 29. Martha Crone planted it
in 1947, ’51 and ’56. Cary George in 1994. Photo next page.

•
•

Hybanthus concolor, Eastern Green Violet, not native, from Delphi Indiana, September 11.
Pogonia trianthophora,[Triphora traanthophora] Nodding pogonia, Threebirds, not native, from
Delphi Indiana, September 11.
Quercus coccinea, Scarlet Oak, not native, from Kelsey’s Nursery, Salem Mass. October 6. Cary
George reported planting the tree in 1994. Photo next page.
Viola triloba, Three-lobed Violet, not native, from Delphi Indiana, September 11.

Summer 1928

Autumn 1928

•
•

Notes:
(1) The log copy used for this history has 1928 and 1929 mis-arranged. The log has details about the pedometer,
received for Christmas in 1928, placed in the 1928 section, but could not be based on when it was received. A large
group of planting information that was placed in 1928 from May 9 to Aug. 25 has been treated here as 1929, but it
is possible, even probable, that other entries for the end of 1928 are really 1929. In the case of "first plantings" - it
only misstates the date by one year.
(2) Spring exhibits in the Native Plant Reserve. Letter to Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter, (Division D) of the
Agassiz Association for inclusion in the members circular. Text on Friends Website.
(3) Letter from Eloise Butler to Martha Crone 16 November 1923
(4) Letter from Eloise Butler to Martha Crone 16 November 1928
(5) Letter from Eloise Butler to Martha Crone 29 October 1927

Photo top of page 197: Eloise Butler (left) and her sister Cora as young women. Photos courtesy Martha
Hellander.
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Dwarf Crested Iris, (Iris cristata)
New summer planting.

Scarlet Oak, (Quercus coccinea).
New autumn planting.

Excerpts from “Spring Exhibits in the Native Plant Reserve” by Eloise Butler.
I arrived here as usual April 1. There had been
abundant snow during the winter, but at this
time the weather was dry and warm. On account
of the drought there was nothing in evidence
except white maple, hazel, willow and alder. But
on the afternoon of April 2, one or two buds of
hepatica showed color and the venturesome
flowers of Trillium nivale [Snow Trillium] began
to open. The hepaticas were truly wonderful the
greater part of the month. They withstood two
heavy snowfalls on the 5th and the 13th, and
several succeeding frosts with undiminished
loveliness, and now the beautiful clumps of new
leaves are fully grown and will be a joy
throughout the year.

flower in bloom. With marsh marigold came
lovely Mertensia virginica (Virginia Bluebells)
delighting the eye with its pink buds and leadblue bells. At this writing the northern M.
paniculata [Tall lungwort] is beginning to
blossom.
At the same time dense mats of spring beauty,
Claytonia virginica, vivified the swamp. The
pretty bell is a welcome spreader. its seeds are
widely scattered, and the flower crops up in
unexpected laces, while C. caroliniana, with
similar flower but shorter and broader leaf,
remains stationary.
May is the time of the flowering shrubs.
Shadbush came early and soon disappeared, so
also did the wild thorn, Crataegus rotundifolia. I
have yet to know if anything can surpass Malus
coronaria in wealth of bloom. Cornus stolonifera
[now Cornus sericea] is now in full blossom and
the other dogwoods and all the viburnums are
preparing to follow speedily.

Before Trillium nivale had finished shedding, the
showy red-purple T. erectum appeared followed
before the 10th of May by all the glorious rout T. declinatum [now T. flexipes], grandiflorum,
recurvatum, sessile, and last of all the endemic T.
cernuum. The petals of grandiflorum have turned
pink and are now beginning to shrivel, but the
purple recurvatum with its pretty blotched leaf
and the western specimens of declinatum are still
holding their own, while T. cernuum is at the
height of bloom.
Shortly afterward, the next great pageant was
staged - literally acres of lowland bespread with
[a] “cloth of gold” - marsh marigold. I sincerely
pity those who are not privileged to see this

In April, the pretty yellow Viola rotundiflolia came
and went, but the others were at their height the
middle of May. The mats grow larger and denser
every year. The prettiest one of all is . . . V.
septentrionalis. It is clear white with a pale blue
center and favors damp soil.
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1929
Winter 1928/1929
From Malden Eloise sent two notes to Bill and Martha Crone. The first on January 2nd thanked them
for a pedometer and tells about other gifts and Christmas time festivities, especially the musical
activities in the newly created music room in the cellar. (1) About the pedometer she wrote:
If I wish for anything hard enough, I always get it! Now I shall know how many miles I traverse
daily in the Reserve and during the season. Many, many thanks, and also for the dainty handwrought handkerchief.
The second letter on January 23 thanked them for another Christmas gift that she did not mention in
the first letter, and goes on to tell them what precautions they are taking in the household to prevent
the flu, which has been bad in Boston and in Minneapolis.
We inhale Vapex every time we sneeze, gargle with Listerine, anoint our throats with Spunoint,
etc, etc. …I am longing for spring and the garden. I hope that affairs can be adjusted here, so
that I shall feel free to return at the usual time. (2)
She had been physically weakened due in part to neuritis and then from burns received sometime that
winter when a heating pad caught fire while she was sleeping. Her doctors advised her (3) that the
burns would always be covered with scar tissue, not true skin, so they would always be somewhat
uncomfortable. It would be difficult for her to due extensive planting in the future, which is why the
scale of planting diminishes. She would get help from Martha Crone and two young neighborhood
men, Lloyd and Leroy Teeuwen. Lloyd will return to this history in 1932 and ‘33.
Martha Crone preserved in her collection a Valentine card from Eloise sent from Malden this year.
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Spring 1929
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was
on April 1st when she wrote:
Ground covered with three inches of snow.
But on April 3 the Trillium nivale [Snow Trillium] was in
bloom; on the 4th one Hepatica appeared and on the 8th
the Skunk Cabbage was pricking through the ground.
She began planting on April 9 plants with plants from
Barnesville Ohio including one new species,
appropriately named Harbinger of Spring. She added
four other new species in the spring - details of all 5
follow the autumn section.
Other plants, those already represented in the Garden,
came from Anoka MN; Barksdale WI; Askov, MN; the
Quaking Bog; and Mille Lacs Lake.
The living room fireplace at 20 Murray Hill

The Garden Log copy used for this history has 1928 and
Road, Malden MA, where Eloise spent Winters
- seen here in 1988. Photo courtesy Martha
1929 mis-arranged. The details about the pedometer that
Hellander.
you will find below, are placed in the 1928 section, but
could not be based on the letter in note 1 of when it was
obtained. A large group of planting information that was placed in the log in 1928 from May 9 to
August 25 has been treated here as 1929, but it is possible, even probable, that other entries for the end
of 1928 are really 1929. In the case of "first plantings" - it only misstates the date by one year.

Summer 1929
On June 14 at a meeting of the Committee on Nomenclature of the Board of Park Commissioners an
action was taken to rename the Garden The Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden. Her background and
accomplishments were stated and that “a tablet is to be placed in the garden and her name will stand
there so long as there is a Minneapolis.” This is from a document that appears to be a speech, probably
given at the erection of that tablet - as the document concludes: “The Board of Park Commissioners
wishing to confer upon Miss Butler, while she is yet here, due honor for this achievements, and wishing
to make known their appreciation in this public manner, will place this tablet carrying her name.”
Note: The Garden name in 1929 and historically was spelled Wild Flower as two words, whereas today
the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board uses “wildflower” - a change that occurred in 1969. More
details on this and the 1929 rename follow the plant section.
In the Annual Report of the Board of Park Commissioners for 1929, the name change of the Garden was
mentioned. The Garden log shows 4 new species planted during the summer - details after the autumn
Section.
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Other plants, those already represented in the Garden, came from Vicinity of Glen Lake MN; Brainerd
MN; Excelsior MN; Barksdale WI; Northome MN; Nisswa MN; Madison MN; Duluth MN; and Waseca
MN.
With the pedometer received for Christmas in 1928 from Martha Crone, Eloise records her walking on
August 1:
“Pedometer registered last evening 632 miles. Traveled in Reserve during July 172 miles,” and
on August 31 she wrote: “Pedometer has registered thus far 798 miles, Walked in August 166
miles.” (4).

Autumn 1929
In the autumn Eloise obtained 5 new species for the Garden, detailed below.
During the autumn she also recorded planting a number of other species previously in the Garden from
sources such as: Iowa; Malden MA; Stillwater MN; Excelsior MN; Minnetonka Mills MN; Waltham
MN; Barksdale WI; Dephi IN; Glenwood Park; Mrs. Hind’s Garden; Mrs. Johnson’s Garden; and Mrs.
Nellie Taylor’s Garden.
At the end of September another pedometer note is provided:
“Pedometer registered 952 miles. Traveled during September in
Reserve 154 miles (4).” If she continued to track miles in future
years or simply got tired of it, we don't know, but this is the last
mention of the pedometer in the Log.
Mrs. Gaylord Davidson was birding in the Garden again (page 183)
in the fall and Eloise noted she counted 56 species on one day, 12
warblers among them. Later, when she is back in Malden MA, she
mentions Mrs. Davidson again in a letter to Martha and Bill Crone:
Mrs. Davidson of St. Paul, has sent me some seeds of fringed
gentian collected in Manitoba. Of course they may not
germinate, but I think that they ought to be sown now. If you
could slightly firm them in some earth in a small box, set
them out of doors with a mulch of leaves, I would consider it
a great favor. You know that the first season’s growth is very
tiny. (3)
On October 3rd thousands of grackles were seen near “Monarch,”
Silky Aster, (Symphyotrichum
the big oak.
sericeum). Photo ©G D Bebeau
Her last log entries were - October 17 “planted from Glenwood Park 13 Aster sericeus
[Symphyotrichum sericeum , Silky Aster], east hillside, northeast of south entrance; 17 Aster azureus
[Symphyotrichum oolentangiense ; Sky Blue Aster] on both sides of the path leading to south
entrance and above bird bath.” On the 19th “Planted 13 more Aster azureus as above.”
Planting these two aster species, and in large quantities, was virtually an annual occurrence between
1916 and 1932. In 1917 she said she was “continuing blueing east hillside." The odd count of plants put
in from Glenwood Park indicates they may have been seedlings obtained from the Park Board Nursery
which was located across Glenwood Ave. from the Garden at Glenwood Lake.
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In her letter to the Crones of 27 November from Malden, she first mentions the burns she has and how
she treats them. It is evident from the text that the Crones already know about her burns but how she
got them is unexplained. Martha Hellander’s research (5) indicates the explanation given above in the
winter section.
Weather: 1929 was not an unusual year except that total precipitation for the year continued to be just
below normal. Good snow in January and February, but little in November and December.
Notes:
(1) Letter to Martha and Bill Crone 2 January 1929.
(2) Letter to Martha and Bill Crone 23 January 1929
(3) Letter to Martha and Bill Crone 27 November 1929.
(4) The log copy used for this history has 1928 and 1929 mis-arranged. The details about the pedometer
are placed in the 1928 section, but could not be of that time frame based on the letter in note 1. The
pedometer notes have to be from 1929, and those log pages are being treated here as 1929 entries.
(5). Martha Hellander - The Wild Gardener, 1992.
Photo top of page 202: Fall color of trees behind the fence separating the original Garden area from the
post 1944 addition. The hillside behind the fence would have been the east hillside in Eloise Butler's
time. Photo from a Kodachrome taken by Martha Crone on October 24, 1955.

New 1929 Plants
Spring 1929
•
•
•

•
•

Erigenia bulbosa, Harbinger of Spring, not native in Minnesota,
from Barnesville Ohio, April 9. Photo at right .
Hieracium aurantiacum, Orange Hawkweed, introduced, from
Barksdale WI. May 31. Photo next page. Extant.
Spiranthes romanzoffiana, Hooded Lady’s Tresses, native, from
Barksdale, WI. May 13. Martha Crone planted it also in 1933, ’45
and ’46.
Vicia cracca, Cowvetch, introduced, from Barksdale WI. May 31.
It survived awhile. Martha Crone noted it in bloom in 1938.
Viola adunca, Sandland Violet, native, from Barksdale WI. May
13, Martha Crone planted it also in 1946 and 1950. Ken Avery in
1964.

Summer 1929
•
•

Harbinger of Spring, (Erigenia
Arethusa bulbosa, Dragon’s Mouth, native, from Barksdale WI.
bulbosa), New Spring planting.
June 18-22. Photo next page.
Photo ©Steve J. Baskauf,
Noted Callirhoe involucrata in bloom - no planting notes - may be
on missing pages from 1928 or parts of 1929. August 17.
Questionable if it was not planted earlier from an out-of-state source as the species was never
collected in MN per U of M.
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•
•

Erigeron asper, Rough Erigeron (Fleabane) not known in MN, but source was Vicinity of Duluth.
August 25.
Lathyrus maritimus, Beach Pea, native, from Barksdale WI. June 18-22.

Autumn 1929
•
•
•
•
•

Althaea officinalis, Common Marshmallow, introduced, known only in Winona County, from
Barksdale Wis. October 1.
Aristolochia serpentaria, Virginia Snakeroot, not native to MN, from Delphi Indiana, October 6.
Asclepias sullivantii, Prairie or Sullivant’s Milkweed, native, from Delphi Indiana, October 6.
[Eloise noted planting it near “the peppermint plantation"]
Gentiana saponaria, Soapwort Gentian, introduced, from Delphi Indiana, October 6. Martha
Crone planted seeds of this plant in 1953 and ’54.
Verbascum phlomoides? Orange Mullein, not found in MN, introduced elsewhere from Europe.
from Delphi Indiana, October 6. The "?" is in the log, indicating Eloise was not sure this was the
species.

Orange Hawkweed, (Hieracium
aurantiacum), New spring planting.
Photo ©G D Bebeau

Dragon's Mouth, (Arethusa bulbosa). New
summer planting. Photo ©R.K. Kupfer,
Wisconsin Flora.
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The garden name variations over time:

part of their name and now the Garden name
and the Friends name diverge. In this document
I use “wild flower” as two words, as it was used
during the time period

In the 1907 petition to the Board of Park
Commissioners to create the Garden it was
proposed as a “natural botanic garden.” Once
organized the teachers called it the Wild Botanic
Garden and then it was became commonly
known as the Native Plant Reserve (sometimes
‘Preserve’ use used by Eloise Butler). Eloise
Butler wrote in her early history “It was soon
found that the term ‘Wild Botanic Garden’ was
misleading to the popular fancy, so the name
was changed to ‘Native Plant Reserve’.” (EB
1926 - The Wild Botanic Garden - Early History). In
1929 the Park Board renamed it the Eloise Butler
Wild Flower Garden in the Curator’s honor.
Martha Crone and Ken Avery always referred to
it as the Native Plant Reserve or simply as the
“Reserve.” An exception is in Crone’s 1951
history and brochures used as handouts at the
Garden. All Park Board correspondence and
printed material from 1929 forward use the
words “Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden”, with
“Wild Flower” as two words, up until 1969.

The 1929 Name Change
The document which follows on page 213
appears to be a speech given upon the
dedication of the Garden’s new name in honor of
Eloise Butler. Some excerpts:
The text begins:
Coleridge in a poem, once expressed the
opinion that it seemed like something not
to be credited — like something “from a
world of spirits”, when anyone “obtained
that which he merited, or merited that
which he obtained.”
Yet recognition usually follows work well
done, sooner or later. And how much
better to have it come while the artist or
craftsman is living! The so-called dead
may have the information carried to them
- regarding that, we do not know. But we
know that the living know — and
appreciation is sweet.
…
With the loving aid of the great god Pan
and the universal Mother Nature, Miss
Butler has been from the first the Good
Spirit of the “garden of the Lord.”
Wildness has been its sole aim. Grassy
foot trails remind one of the runways of
wild animals. Fallen trees are left
undisturbed and stumps are preserved as
supports for vines. . . Artificiality is
avoided. Each plant is given the
environment it loves. From early spring
through October the garden presents new
attractions.

In 1968 the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
petitioned to have “Bird Sanctuary” added with
the name to be “Eloise Butler Wild Flower and
Bird Sanctuary.” The Park Board approved in
1969, but made the name “Eloise Butler
Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary”. Letters of
correspondence and newspaper articles from
that period use that name (with an occasional
reversion to the 1929 name) until the fall of 1986
when Mary Maguire Lerman, Coordinator of
Horticulture wrote a memo about recent Garden
activities to Friends President Gloria Miller,
dated May 29, 1987, in which she states “PPS:
The MPRB action taken last fall changes the
Garden’s name to the Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary.” Meanwhile, The
Friends had adopted “Wild Flower” in 1952 as
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MISS ELOISE BUTLER
20 MURRAY HILL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

Z January ,

1929

Dear Dr. and l{rs. Crone r -_

:

You have exenp]-lf

led 1n your

It!t
"rf I risfioioila?+ythtng hard enough, I always get
dal}y ln the Reserve
Now I shalt know"mlLes I traverse
and alurlng the season. Many, Bany thanks, and. also for
the dalnty hand.-wrought handkerchlef .
I had. several other glfts for
garden use-- a b1g, llght, col].apslble basket fu0ported
5, f or holdlng earttr, plants,
thln
the
,
t
Iand
Jus
EnS
fron
:: j.::
sp].endld' strongly
'
and faSots, Just grand for col]-ect'ing; "
constructed blrd-feedlng box covered. wlth blrch bark; a
ch remarker 1n the forn of a card.lna]- blrd in color, (whl
.,:i,';::. minds of ny Last year's Christmas book and also that
Mrs.Davldson wrltes that she saw thie fall ihe card.lnalrse

in Glenrood Park cl-ose by the w1Ld gard.en which of cou
he hacl also vlslted) ; a neno-pad for ny offlce desk; and
sent ne
a toy bulldog for a "protector" i,{y London visltor o1d
a very lnteresting prlnt of henbane taken fror0 an
herbal- wrltten in Er)gllsh about l lOO A.D. and- novr n.ru"r."f
in the famous Bodlelan Library at Oxforcl. The prlnt was
made by the Unlversity Oxford Press,
Perhaps I told You that my niece
was convertlng the cetlar lnto a nusic studlo. The studio
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i

finlshed. I have three dlfferent views of lt and.
one of the sun porch whlch you may Ilke to Bee' Just
after thanksgLvlng my brother-1n-Iaw entertalned h1s
fellow past grand.s of oddfellows and their fanl]les. We
had a rouslcale and a rrprogresslve" supper for then.
Boulllon wae served 1n the sun porch when they entered'
Thence they passed lnto the dlnlng roon where they had
sandwlches' Then
han& spaghettl with bread and butter to
;-a;d-;il;oned lhero up two fllghts the attlc stud'1o
ls

now

accompanlment of nugic, (It took me two solld days to
roake enough han & spaghettl and salad f,or the crowd.. )
They were then called dowtr to the l1v1ng room to partake I
of 1ce cream, cake, and coffee,,to the S,ueste suppoeably
the end of the entertainnent. But to thelr Burprlse &
deep-toned. belI dlrected. them to the cel}ar. - I stood' wher(,
I could see then cone 1n through the cellar door and near].{
i

I

I
I

,+|:.,ij.

-''*} +:l'-i

dled l-aughing to see the expresslon on thelr faces--eyes
and nouths wi.d.e o-oen and heads t{Istlng f rom sld.e to Bid.e.
Here, as befitLed the place, the oLd.-tlme refreshments,
doughnuts' and cheese were served, and the -""'
clder, aiJl}es,
pro8ram
was contlnued, lnterspersed with rou ch fun,,
mueicil
rouslng songs, and wltty speeches.
i'Ie had warn weather and no snow at Christmas' The
Babcocks sent me a snap shot of thelr house surrounded
by great snow banks. I hope that you and Janeth are
weII and haPPY.
Very truly your f rienal,
i
I

I

dU--
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MIss HoisE BUTLER
20 MURRAi HILL ROAD
MALDEN, M.ISSACHUSETTS

2j. January,
Dear Cronles, --

1929

:.-ii

t

The unlquerteepee lllth a b18 red lobster
crowned. ny heap of 50 XroaB 6lfts ln front of the flreplace Chrletroas nornlng. -.:, I trave been pong tlne acknowlhave I not? But lt 1s not "fron J.ack of aped.g, ing lt,

a trophy
preclatlon, I as sure,.Fl {susnect tbat 1trwas
i;;;-ir;; I'r6riir. r sfiau'"Piac-e it.nlere can see 1t eve

ll']i Bi[*31;.,T3]*',ll:n
ffii;'ilt[;,*#Eil:'*:ti,]".l]:,
lioubles as fear, svlollen e6o, lngrowlng ugllnese, the

b1ues, pettlness, lDpatlence, lnsonnla, torpld' lnaglnatlo
sorrovr, hardenlng of the heart, slugglsh b]ood., trlyoPic
vlsion of the lnner eye, and oiher connon allments.rr I
sha1l take nuch pleasure sharlng t,his wlth you, if you
book wag "trlother Indla
are not fanlllar with lt. Another
uAllts
rlght wlth the worldl
One can'i say wlth BrownlnS,
|rhen he reads lt.
Indeed, ltII too, too revolting to
read. I vrant to Bo on a Crusad.e to India to stop the
err:ful crue].tles that are practleed there.
at present'
EvervLi]lng ls Bolng on welf- here
(Irn touc\ing-rioo3. I) iiy rricce seeng to be lnprovlng,
have to be verY careful. Her heart
but very slowly. - i{e
weak.
ls not norroal and her dlgesiion lstffu
so far' [altltough
,{e hsve escairod the
that you have' f hear
it is all about us,) and I hope
irral-i[-las been v6ry bad ln Mlnneapolls. We lnhaleenolnt
Vapex every tlme rve sneeze, gargle \Tith Listerine,
our tl-Iroats wlth Spunolnt, etc., etc. An the priociple
tna- t " a-r-r ounce of Prevention ls r:;or t1-i a 1)ound. of Cure. "
I an longlng for sprlng, and the gard'en. I
'ro:le t:rat af fa.irs can be edJu$ lreci l1ere, so tllat I shall

feel free to return at the usual tiee.
vury
;;;.-;;i;";:-64;"-

tuii
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MISS ELOTSE BUTLER

20 MURMY HILL ROAD
MALDEN, MAssAcH USETTS

Dear Cronlear

--

27 llovenber,

1929

I an wrltlng to ask another favor of you.
A MrB. Davldaon of St. ?aul b.es sent ne EoEe seedts of
frlngea gentlan collecteA' ln ltan.toba. Of eoura6 thoy
nay not gerxllnate, but I thlnk that they ought to b6
dorn nor. If you couldt B116ht1y flrB tben ln ta AOE€
earth ln e aEall box, 6et: theE out of aloor:s tr1ttr e nulch
of leavee, I rould conalaler 1t a great favor. Iou knor
tlrat the flrst seagonra 8rof,th 18 vety tl!y.
Itry lnval-lal nlece le s U'ghtty better. - As
for nyeelf, neuritls aadl burng are stl1l ranpant ln bail
weather, althoug[ tJxe fonoer 1s ea8tng off. Our oat€opa
say6 that ny burnE are not covered. rl.th true s$1a, but
scar tleoue, antl oay alrays be unconfort,able. Io reIl€ve
the condltlon, thla tlgsue 1s soEetlnes cut around. I
have not yet concludeal to trTr thls rened.y.
lYe have had one cold day for thls regloa
anA a flurry of anos that has now d.lsappeared.. Now t&e
sreather 19 rarm snd brlgllt.
fllth }ove to Janeth,
Verr trulv vour frl-end.. ,
7;2r-.In my annual report I nentlonecl tlre "Crone Plentatlonafl
and hof, Euch lhe Reserve was lndebted to You-

"
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T8S EIOI8f, BUTI.SB EII,D TI.OESB C*8DAT
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Colerl{6, tD . po.B, ono€ orpr.sr.d tho oplnlon tbrt lt roord llkr aom-

t

thlng not to'bc orodltcd-Ilko romthlag rfro a rorid of lpiritrn r rrh€rr ant oaa
nobtrlncd thet uhtoh hr !! rit d, or :narlted thrt rhloh hc obtclued.tr
1l

,,
,,...

,,,

Yat nr.ootdtloai ururlly follovg vorL

roll do!c, .oomr or lator. ..dall
bor ruoh bottrr to h.". tt 6om rhllo tbr rrtlrt or orrtt n:r 1.
ao-cll.d at.ad ny hfl,6 th. lnfonrtlon arrflcd to thc-raggrdltrt tt[t, ri do not.
taorr lut rc lmor th.t th6 llvtag lcaoriud rpprclatloa lr rrcrt.
At thr regr:lrr ucttng o, th. rpcct :. CcGltt . oD trot olitur. ot tha Board

fr6 l3?8 to l0llr .nd &lrrtor of tS. orrdc slma ltr l-lo.ptlon
I ..- tu l!l8r l' trbl.t l,t to br plrood la th gr cr rDd..h.r nr rtlI rtrUd; ttcr.
.o lonf .r tb.rt lt r l8pnpollt.
of ltD4Dolla

5,rr Eut!$ her bcoa tlci (*rc ilttt thr Good Bptrlt of trhk r 6r{on of {ho tand.i
Illdmsr ha. b..a itl rolc rlrn. Orr'ly loot trqllr r.trlnd.eae of .tho ruriral,. ot
trbr rtltl ulrllo
hllra trco rro tcft ud,tttrrbed rd .hrqra atrr ?Foasrrod.a
ruppctr for yl.arr. Of tha l.O8! rpcoler ot rtld ptratr rod florrrr nm !r1 tha

f1.. Butl.r her houclf rdd; 866. frtt-flotr,11ft. 1r rvoldcd o 8loh gteat
ir 61vrn thc cuflrmnt lt lwf.. Frm crrl1. eprta6 tJrrorg[ ()etobrr:'!ti gardo
lfirratr Dsr rttrrct ,o!.i trt6 tho hte rlntrr dry o1 *lch tho lrl-q{6fcrcr rt *.Grrdme

tlrr l..ycr tura oolorr to tbr tte;.rhaa rtr6,r dao}a tta trcrr rr0tt burhrr r thr gprrrlra
k r prnrrrr of b*utyo [.r., lr e rpot rrrtotrd to tbt prtd,tL!. tlory rld

.E.r &rtl.r i. borE tlr fpplotoor Llttrr ebout b.hr dlo! lrc ttrr 1..
ocrtp drrr rr r oblle rltb hrr tlrtrre rtro sr .1.o . nturt loratr aba delt$trd
I

213

to roa! th6 toodr

flcldr. It rt. hor. tha t rho flrat culttvatad h.r lovr of
plaato ud florcrc .nd bG6rD lld,ller rlttr th.lr Dstivo surrou:rdlugro op6 graduatht froe t{orErl .ohool .t.Ciatla., uelnre rhc oano t€ }dlnnerpolk la lg?g sad
tau glt latln and llLrtory la ti:c Old l?lnthrop fl1gh lahool ob. tho Eest g!d., loo.trd
at c.atr.l and unlverrl ty aTaanlo!. gha rar tr.Bsf.rred ln i.Bg2 ta th. old c.ltr.l
El Gh Sctrool, ttisr loortod 3t (b.!t Streri rad fourth Av.au.r.rhofc lba dotot d .
and

rjor p.rt o! her ttn to lth. t .ohliig of boteay. lt th..'tlE of l.ryi.riG &Dtr.t
'ln 10Ol r rhc na ato?otlr4 brr.Etirc .tl.u to plrnt end rnlnl blologr.
Ia lg0l
.hc rrut to Souti E1tb, tcohl.r!6 blokicr thrro uatll lglli stnoo lglll .h. bra

1. yct hcrcl du. h@or fsr hcr rohtrvouatrp aali rlthlng to -Ft kaom,thrlr apgr!ohtloq ln tIfu publto D,Eorr dtl plroo .tblr. trbLt
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1930
Winter 1929/1930
On January 3 Eloise wrote to Martha and Bill Crone from Malden about having the flu, Christmas gifts
received, and the disagreeable weather. She added
I am looking forward to our reunion in the spring when
we will make the welkin ring with joy over the
burgeoning of the Crone Plantations. (1)
The Crone Plantations were special areas in the Garden where
certain plants obtained by Martha and Bill Crone were planted
including dry-land plant areas referred to as the Cactus
Rockery and little Sahara. .In late March she returned to her
rented quarters in Minneapolis.

Spring 1930
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on April
2nd when she wrote:
Eloise Butler ca. 1930,

Hepatica beginning to bloom, Trillium nivale [Snow
Trillium] in blossom.
She began planting on April 6 with Pasque Flowers - an almost yearly occurrence.
She recorded very little other planting during the spring, Just 11 Phlox divaricata (Wild Blue Phlox) and
one clump of Castilleia sessiliflora (Yellow Indian Paintbrush).
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Eloise explained the spring of 1930 this way:
Spring was late and cold with continual downpours. The early blooms were much belated, but
the last heavy frost was later than usual, so that the new foliage had had time to develop a
resistant epidermis and did not suffer as in the year before, when May Apple and twisted stalk
were blighted and fern fronds seared. The flower buds of dogwoods and viburnums were,
however, badly affected, and the food for birds was materially diminished. The unfolding buds
of walnuts and hickories were, as usual, frozen, I despair of ever having any nuts develop.(2)

Summer 1930
Summer was also very light in planting. She obtained asters and Goldenrod from Glenwood Park,
pitcher plants from the Quaking Bog; there were a few plants from Michigan and Northern Minnesota
and that was it. No new species were introduced.
Eloise explained why she planted little this summer:
Then followed the unprecedented midsummer drought. The wild garden suffers less than other
places on account of the lie of the land - drainage flowing into it from three sides. But this season
foliage of shrubs on the hillsides shriveled and dropped off. I did not mind the prickly ash
dying, of which I have a superfluity. On this shrub during the early wet season there developed
a disgusting scale insect enwrapping nearly every twig. The heroic remedy applied was pruning
and burning, lest the pest might spread to other plants. I cannot tell until next season how many
plants were killed outright by the drought.
The most apparent effect was the smaller crop of autumn
blooms and the scarcity of mushrooms. In one respect I was
surprised. A year ago a drought prevented the annual
appearance of the huge edible fan tuft (Polyporus frondosus)
at the base of our venerable white oak [Monarch].
Sometimes it has attained a weight of over eight pounds.
This year it sprang up again and grew to a goodly size. It
was taken up while still growing for the delectation of the
Mushroom Club.(2)

Autumn 1930
In the autumn a lot of planting occurred. Eloise obtained 11 new
species for the Garden, detailed below. Large numbers of other
species previously in the Garden came from sources such as:
Delphi IN; Barksdale, WI; Glenwood Park; the Park Board
Nursery; Mendota MN; Stillwater MN; and Mr. Babcock’s
Garden. The Park Board nursery provided 30 Pasture Rose, Rosa
carolina; and 30 Canada Elderberry, Sambucus canadensis.
Her last log entries were on October 14 when she planted five
species from her source in Dephi Indiana.
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Pasture Rose (Carolina Rose), Rosa
carolina

It was after she arrived on the East Coast for the Winter that she had more of 1930 to write about:
Since I left Minneapolis this fall, an interesting discovery
was made. A wild duck was given to a pair of ardent
nature lovers [Martha and Bill Crone]. In dressing the
bird, some undigested seeds of American lotus (Nelumbo
lutea) were found in the gizzard. This was enough to
start an investigation, for the lotus has been nearly
exterminated in the vicinity of Minneapolis. The duck
was shot near the neighboring town of Stillwater.
[actually Shakopee according to Martha Crone]. My
friends thought that they knew every square rod of the
territory. But a vigorous search revealed much to their
delight a large tract of lotus that had been concealed in
blossoming time by a rank growth of tall grasses.
A quantity of seeds were collected and encased in balls
of clay to serve as sinkers The ponds around my garden
American Lotus, (Nelumbo lutea), Merle
were bombarded with these balls, and a quantity of
R. Black, Wisconsin Flora.
seeds were sent to me to distribute in Massachusetts. I
have sent some to the director of Harvard’s botanic
garden, and some will be planted in the cemetery where my sister, Mrs. Cora E. Pease, lies
buried. The lotus is said to be the largest flower of this latitude. The appearance is striking when
the flower in full bloom. And the large top-shaped receptacle is very singular. It breaks off [and]
rolls over and over in the water, shedding the seeds through the perforated disk like a patent
seed dropper.(2)
In a letter to Martha and Bill Crone in October, Eloise wrote to them about the Lotus seed discovery:
I never heard of such a wonderful ‘snoopin’ ! It reads like a fairy tale or a story out of Arabian
Nights. I shall rehearse it for my botanical correspondence club [as she did as quoted above - the
Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter]. I left Minneapolis the 17th, the day after your bombardment,
in such a hurry that I did not have time to telephone to any one. (3)
More followup on the lotus seeds was forwarded to the Crones on January 1, 1931 when Eloise wrote
them that she had received some of the lotus seeds from them and added
I expect to have “Crone Plantations” in all the ponds hereabout where protection can be
guaranteed. I have written to the Director of Harvard Botanic Gardens to ask if he wishes any
seeds for his gardens and the Arboretum. What a wonderful discovery you made!. I embodied in
my annual report to Mr. Wirth your account of the bombardment of Birch Pond. I want your
work to be appreciated at headquarters. (4)
Weather: 1930 was noted for sharp temperature changes during the latter part of the year and for a lack
of precipitation. Rainfall was well below average, little snowfall in January - March and next to none in
November-December. The winter of 1930/31 had only 15 inches of snow, leading into the warmest year
in weather history to the current date (2021).
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Notes:
(1) Letter to Martha and Bill Crone 3 January 1930.
(2) The Wild Garden in 1930, February 1931 Letter to Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter, (Division D ) of
the Agassiz Association for inclusion in the members circular.
(3) Letter to Martha and Bill Crone 28 October 1930.
(4) Letter to Martha and Bill Crone 1 January 1931.
Photo top of page 215: The Garden office hidden by Fall foliage, photo from a Kodachrome taken by
Martha Crone on October 15, 1950.

New 1930 Plants
Spring 1930
No new species were introduced

Summer 1930
No new species were introduced

Autumn 1930
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allium stellatum, Wild Onion, native, from Barksdale WI, September 20. Extant. Photo next page.
Amsonia taberaemontana, Eastern Bluestar, not native to MN, from Delphi Ind., September 9.
Extant. Photo next page.
Asclepias amplexicaulis, Clasping Milkweed, native, from Delphi Ind., September 9.
Asclepias purpuracens, Purple Milkweed, native, from Delphi Ind., September 9.
Astragalus alpinus, Alpine Milkvetch, native, but only from one NE site, from Barksdale WI,
September 20.
Astragalus missouriensis, Missouri Milkvetch, native, from Barksdale WI, September 20.
Gaura biennis, Biennial Gaura, native, from Delphi Ind., October 14. Extant. Photo next page.
Oxalis corniculata, Creeping Wood Sorrel, not native to Minnesota, from Barksdale WI, October
11.
Rubus hispidus, Bristly Dewberry, not native to MN, from Delphi Ind., September 9. Martha
Crone noted the plant in bloom in 1940.
Viola incognita [Viola blanda var. palustriformis], Sweet White Violet, not reported in Minnesota,
from Barksdale WI, September. 2nd.
Viola primulifolia, [Viola ×primulifolia L. (pro sp.) [lanceolata × macloskeyi]], Primrose-leaved Violet,
native but quite rare, from Barksdale WI, September 20. Martha Crone planted it in 1933, ’35,
’36, and ’50.
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Wild Onion, (Allium stellatum). New
autumn planting.

Eastern Bluestar, (Amsonia
taberaemontana). New autumn
planting.
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Biennial Gaura, (Gaura biennis),
New autumn planting.

20 MumaY H111 Road,
Malden, ![asa. , , Jalo.v€,ry, 1970
Dear Cronles

r

--
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1931
Winter 1930/1931
Eloise’s first letter of the year from Malden to the Martha and Bill Crone was dated New Year's Day. She
discussed the illnesses of her brother-in-law and niece. She wrote:
We have had over the holidays two visitors - - friends who have been a comfort to us, but it has
been an extra care for me the chief housekeeper, although we have a very efficient woman who
comes every day except Sundays to help.(1)
She then thanked them for the Christmas presents and explained
what she did with the American Lotus seeds that the Crones sent
her the previous fall. That episode is covered in the 1930 history.
In late March she returned to Minneapolis.

Spring 1931
Eloise Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on April 1st
when she wrote:
Weather warm, no snow on the ground, Season very
backward. Hazel and Alder not yet tasseled out. The long
drouth and lack of snow have probably caused the
backwardness.
She began planting right away on April 2nd with seeds of Indian
poke (Phytolacca). On the sixth, the flowers of Trillium nivale [Snow
Trillium] began to open. Then on the 22nd she noted “3 days of cold
and showers. Ice formed last night.” On May 7 she planted an
unidentified aster from Barksdale WI and named it “Aster who’s
it.”
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Eloise Butler August 3, 1931 at the
dining table at Babcocks. Details
below.

On May 21 she noted in full bloom a Lonicera tartarica, Tartian honeysuckle. This is her first mention of
the plant by name, although several generic species “Lonicera” were noted in prior years.
During the spring Eloise received several large shipments of plants from Robbins' Nursery in Ashford
NC; from Barksdale WI; and from Gillett’s Nursery in Southwick MA. Only one species new to the
Garden was included, a Longspur violet. Detail below.

Summer 1931
Eloise on June 1st noted
on the plateau, north of the office and near a small hawthorn started up a pheasant. Her nest had
eleven eggs, one of which had rolled off a little distance from the others. Noted among the cattails five nests of red-winged blackbirds. One nest had four eggs -- beautiful blue, scrawled with
dark purple Runic inscriptions.

Above. A gathering of friends on her 80th birthday, August 3, 1931. From l to r: Miss Alma Johnson, frequenter of the
Garden; Mrs John Hadden, a former pupil; Mrs. J. W. Babcock, in whose house Eloise lodged while in Minneapolis; Miss
Clara K. Leavitt, fellow teacher; Eloise; Dr. W. H. Crone (behind Eloise); Miss Elizabeth Foss, botany teacher at North H.S.;
Miss Mary K. Meeker, former pupil; Mrs. O. F. (Edith) Schussler, former pupil; Mrs Crone (Martha); Mrs. Louisa Healy, former
pupil. Photo: Minnesota Historical Society, Martha Crone Papers.

On July 28 Eloise noted:
Long drought broken by shower. The weather has been extreme hot as well as dry.
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There had been a number of small showers this summer but this was the only one that exceeded an
inch of rain. Summer temperatures were well above normal from the end of May onward.
Nine new species were added this summer. Four came from Mrs. Cram who was on Isle Royal and
always sent plants back to the Garden by mail. Gertrude Cram was a good friend of Eloise and she
would later be the same to Martha Crone.
A number of other plants, already in the Garden, came during the summer in June and July from Grand
Marais MN and from Port Arthur (now Thunder Bay Ontario Canada). One might surmise that these
also came from Mrs. Cram while making her way to Isle Royal for her annual August visit there. It’s
possible also that they were sent by Martha Crone who frequently visited the North Shore of Lake
Superior and continued to source plants there after she became curator.
Eloise’s birthday was August 3rd, her 80th. A party was held at her lodgings, the J.W. Babcock House
at 227 Xerxes Ave. Two photos are shown here. Eloise sent copies of the birthday photos to the Crones
August 14 with this note:
Dear ‘Cronies’. -- I didn't know when you would be able to come into the garden so I am mailing
you the snap shots of the joint birthday party. I thought you would (sic) to see how very English
Dr. Crone and Mrs. Babcock look with their monocles as they sit at the table. I think that the outdoor print is very good, except that the doctor is somewhat obscured by the dark tree trunk. (2)

Following the outdoor photo the gathering moved indoors to the J. W. Babcock House at 227 Xerxes Ave. where
Eloise boarded during the time that the Garden was open. The seating arrangement here is: Left side front to back Mrs. Louisa Healy, Eloise Butler, Mrs. Schussler, Miss Leavitt and Miss Foss. Right side, front to back - Martha Crone,
Mrs. Hadden, Miss Johnson, Mrs. Babcock and Dr. Wm. Crone. Photo: Minnesota Historical Society, Martha Crone
Papers.
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Autumn 1931
In the autumn a lot of planting occurred. Eloise obtained 4 new species for the Garden, detailed below. .
Large numbers of other species previously in the Garden came from sources such as: Nowthen, MN;
Barksdale WI; Ferndale Nursery in Askov MN; Gillett’s Nursery in Southwick MA; St. Paul, MN;
Sarona WI; Glenwood Park; and Fort Snelling, Minneapolis.
In April she had written an essay that we believe was unpublished, but may have been a letter to the
Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter, (Division D ) of the Agassiz Association for inclusion in the
members circular. It is titled The Attractiveness of vegetables and common weeds. In it she discusses a
strange vegetable, a mis-shapped cabbage, but writes most about why she likes common weeds - at
least most. She stated:
I cannot help admiring the pariahs of my garden, although competition is so fierce I must needs
destroy them. If rare and difficult to cultivate, one would travel miles to see the golden heads of
dandelion or the gossamer balls of down when in seed. (3)
Her last log entries were on October 16 when she planted eleven species from Fort Snelling, Sarona WI,
and from Glenwood Park.
Prior to her leaving for Malden she may have received a reply letter from Professor C. O. Rosendahl,
Chairman of the Department of Botany at the University of Minnesota. In several instances, Eloise had
approached him with the idea that the University take over supervision of her Garden. It would be
very useful for the study of botany and for the University to use as an experimental site - or perhaps working with the Park Board, to make an arboretum in that section of Glenwood Park.
Her most recent letter to him included a detailed list of the species found in the Garden and why it was
such an important area. Rosendahl's reply of October 14, 1931 was addressed to her at the engraving
office of her landlord, J. W. Babcock at 416 8th Ave. So, Minneapolis, where Eloise received her mail. He
outlined the discussions he had with University people and why the proposal would not work. Then,
in an abrupt ending paragraph, which must have hurt Eloise deeply, he wrote:
It is, therefore, clear that the botany department has no right nor legitimate reason for urging the
arrangement set forth in your proposal and it will only cause us embarrassment to make any
further attempt.(4)
This, from the man who was on the same Seaside Station research project in 1901 as Eloise, who had
signed the original 1907 request to the Park Board to create the Wild Garden, and who was a fellow
member of the Minnesota Chapter of the Wild Flower Preservation Society.
Weather: 1931 was the warmest year in weather history down to the present (2021). Temperatures
reached 104 degrees in September. Precipitation was below normal, snowfall was almost non-existent.
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Notes:
(1) Letter to Martha and Bill Crone 3 January 1931.
(2) Letter to Martha and Bill Crone 14 August 1931.
(3) The attractiveness of vegetables and common weeds, April 1931, unpublished papers.
(4) Rosendahl reply letter - copy follows text. Eloise Butlers letter is in the Rosendahl file of the Martha
Crone Papers at the Minnesota Historical Society.
Photo top of page 223: Eloise Butler and friends at her 80th Birthday Party. Photo Martha Crone
Collection.

New 1931 Plants
Spring 1931
•

Viola rostrata, Longspur violet, not native, from Barnesville Ohio, May 21. Martha Crone later
planted it in 1951, ‘53, and ’56.

Summer 1931
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

Convolvulus arvensis, Field Bindweed, not native, from
“6th Ave. N & 6th St, from platform of Great northern
bus barn.” June 27. Photo next page.
Cryptogramma acrostichoides, American Rock Brake Fern,
not native to Minnesota, from Isle Royal - Mrs Cram August 15.
Habenaria clavellata [Platanthera clavellata] Small green
wood orchis, native, from Port Arthur, July 13. Martha
Crone planted it in 1935 and ’36.
Listera convallarioides, Broad-lipped Twayblade, native,
from Isle Royal, from Isle Royal - Mrs Cram - August
27. Martha Crone also planted it in 1935 and ’36.
Lithospermum latifolium, American gromwell, native, 2
specimens noted on July 6 on the west path; these may
be from a 1925 planting when a species was not noted
Dwarf Primrose, (Primula mistassinica),
was not given in the Log. She also planted more on 16
New summer planting. Photo ©Asa
Thoresen, Wisconsin Flora.
October from Wahoo Glen, Fort Snelling.
Matricaria indora, [Tripleurospermum perforatum]
Scentless False Mayweed, introduced, from Port Arthur,
July 13.
Primula farinosa, Mealy Primrose, not native, from Isle Royal - Mrs Cram - August 15.
Primula mistassinica, Dwarf Primrose, native, from Grand Marais, June 11 and July 13. Martha
Crone planted it in 1935 and in six later years. Photo above right.
Sagina nodosa, Knotted Pearlwort, considered native but only in NE section of the state, from Isle
Royal - Mrs Cram - August 26.

Autumn 1931

•
•
•

Callirhoe triangulata, Clustered Poppy Mallow, not native to Minnesota, from Barksdale WI,
September 26.
Euphorbia geyeri [Chamaesyce geyeri var. geyeri] Geyer’s Sandmat, native, from Wahoo Glen, Fort
Snelling, October 16.
Polygonum amphibium [Persicaria amphibia], Water Smartweed, native, from Birch Pond,
September 1. Photo next page.
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•

Talinum rugospermum, [now Phemeranthus rugospermus] Fameflower (Rough-seeded
Fameflower), native, from Askov, MN, Ferndale Nursery, October 1. Martha Crone planted it in
1933.

Field Bindweed, (Convolvulus arvensis),
New summer planting.

Water Smartweed, (Persicaria amphibia).
New autumn planting.
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1932
Winter 1931/1932
Eloise wrote from Malden to Martha and Bill Crone on January 11 about Christmas gifts and family
illnesses and added
I hope that you are having lots of 'the beautiful' this winter, but I have me doots. The first of ours
to any extent fell Saturday eve and all the trees and bushes are weighted with white wool.
Spring will be here before we know it and I am looking forward to the old tramping ground. (1)
In late March she returned to Minneapolis

Spring 1932
Even though the year of 1931 ended with no snow on the ground
and hardly any snowfall in that November and December, things
changed immediately in January. Plenty of snow fell and Eloise
Butler’s first Garden Log note of the season was on April 1st with
this:
Considerable ice and snow in the garden. Season unusually
late.
Just the opposite of 1931. On April 4 she noted it snowed all day. On
April 7: “Trillium nivale [Snow Trillium] nearly opened. Rabbits have
gnawed the purple and common clematis by the office to the
ground.” On April 12 there was heavy frost, but she sowed seeds of
southern Muscadine grape (Vitis rotundifolia) [a first], Twinberry
Honeysuckle (Lonicera involucrata), Flower of the Hour (Hibiscus
trionum) and Pink corydalis (Corydalis sempervirens).
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Snow Trillium, (Trillium nivale).

Many shipments of plants came in from Barksdale WI, including four of the five new species Eloise
introduced. See details below.

Summer 1932
Eloise Butler’s last major project in the Garden - Mallard Pool
The development of this pool was long on gestation and short on actual building. She could not move
the idea to reality until 1932 when the pool was quickly constructed by an unemployed man, finished
on July 7. She wrote:
Ever since the Native Plant Preserve was started I have wished to have a pool constructed where
two small streams converge in an open meadow, the only pool in the Preserve being too shady
for aquatics. The hard times gave this joy to me, for a jobless expert did the work for a sum that
could be afforded by the Park Commissioners. The pool is about 35 feet long, several feet
narrower, and of irregular outline. Indeed, the contour is beautiful. The excavation was made in
a dense growth of cat-tails. While digging, the workman saw a mallard duck wending its way
through the meadow with a train of four little ones. Hence the name of the pool, as this duck
had never been listed before in the Garden. (2)
Another man [Lloyd Teeuwen] was employed to build a rustic
bridge of tamarack poles to span the outlet at the lower end of
the pool. The new pool was located in the wetland area just
north of where the North Garden boundary is today. The
original small pool that Eloise references in her comments
above (pre 1909), is within the current Garden’s north
boundary and was renovated (dredged and a bottom liner
installed) in 1992, but due to silting it is under consideration
for restoration again today, as the progress of time and changes
in the environment have worked their ways on the area. Eloise
had planned extensive plantings around the new "mallard"
pool. She had already begun planting along the margin of the
pool on July 14 prior to the work being finished on July 29
when the bridge was completed. The plantings were
completed by Martha Crone in 1933. In this same writing about
the pool she detailed all the plants that are planned for the
margin.
At the upper end of the pool was this device: “The Gurgler":
Eloise continues The water entering gently by a short series of low
Eloise Butler in her later years in a
rapids. Here my ingenious bridge-builder will insert a
studio portrait. Photo Minneapolis
water-wheel made of galvanized tin and about five
Tribune & MHS.
inches in diameter, designed to throw a mist-like spray
over plants like Pinguicula that flourish on dripping
rock. We call the place Atlantic City because, at each end of the bridge, a plank walk was laid
over the cat-tail slough.(2)
Full details on the pool location, and the aftermath follow this years history.
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Two new species were introduced (details below) and a number of other plants, already in the Garden,
came during the summer from Glenwood Park; Barksdale WI; Columbia Heights MN; the Quaking
Bog; Sarona WI; Anoka MN; Birch Pond; and Stillwater MN.

Autumn 1932
In the autumn a lot of planting occurred. Eloise obtained 4 new species for the Garden, detailed below.
Numbers of other species previously in the Garden came from sources such as: Mrs. Cram up at Isle
Royal (large quantity of plants); Sarona WI; Cincinnati
OH; Anoka MN; Glenwood park; Marine on St. Croix,
MN.
Her last log entries were on October 14 when she planted
eleven species from Sarona WI along the margins of the
new Mallard Pool. While back at Malden for the Winter
she wrote more about the Mallard Pool. The ‘Gurgler’
had a slight revision that Eloise explained in the
additional text.(3)
She also discussed the excavation of a smaller pool below
the drainage from Mallard Pool in which she plans to add
some special plants. Her final comment was:
Even now, at the beginning of work, the place with
its setting is truly enchanting and I have to tear
myself away from it. I shall dream of it all winter
and conjure up the futurity of the plantings.(3)
Alas, she would not finish it as she died on April 10,
1933 just after having returned to Minneapolis.
An additional late 1932 writing, unpublished, adds
some anecdotes about her experiences with plants and
while teaching. These notes are appended to the
Mallard Pool Essay on the Friends website (4).

The approximate location of the Mallard Pool. The
dotted walking path from Bubbling Spring westward
toward Gentian Meadow is where the current North
Garden boundary fence is located. Map courtesy
Martha Hellander.

On Thanksgiving Day Lulu May Aler and a friend established the first bird feeding station at the
Garden. This was the start of seasonal bird feeding in Glenwood Park which continues in the Garden to
the present day. Read about the history of the bird feeding station and of Miss Aler in a separate article.
Weather: Following 1931, the warmest year in weather history down to the present, 1932 was more
average. Precipitation still kept below normal, the year ended with snow on the ground unlike 1931.
Notes:
(1) Letter to Martha and Bill Crone dated January 11, 1932.
(2) The Mallard Pool, 1932, Letter to The Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter, (Division D ) of the Agassiz
Association for inclusion in the members circular.
(3) Addendum 1 to the Mallard Pool Letter, 1932 unpublished.
(4) Addendum 2 to the Mallard Pool Letter, 1932 unpublished.
Photo top of page 232: Christmas 1932, hemlocks in the Garden, photo by Martha Crone.
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New 1932 Plants
Spring 1932
•
•
•
•
•

Arenaria stricta [Minuartia dawsonensis] Rock Stichwort, native, from Barksdale WI, April 27.
Baptisia bracteata, Plains Wild Indigo, Longbract Wild Indigo, native, from Barksdale WI, April
14. Extant. Photo below.
Muscari armeniacum, Grape Hyacinth, not native, from Bruce Wisconsin and originally from
Indiana, May 30. Martha Crone planted it in 1948.
Talinum parviflorum [Phemeranthus parviflorus] Sunbright, native, sourced from Texas via
Barksdale WI, May 30. Martha Crone also planted it in 1946 and 1955.
Vitis rotundifolia, Muscadine grape, considered both native in parts and introduced, from
Barksdale WI, April 12.

Summer 1932
•
•

Listera auriculata, Auriculed Twayblade, not native to MN, from Barksdale WI, June 17.
Strophostyles helvola, Trailing Wild Bean, native, seeds from Anoka MN, August 29. Extant. Photo
below.

Autumn 1932
•
•
•
•

Saxifraga tricuspidata, Three-tooted Saxifrage, not native, from Isle Royal, September 8 and 9.
Epipactis tesselata, [Goodyera tesselata], Checkered Rattlesnake Plantain, native, from Isle Royal,
September 8 and 9.
Geranium carolinianum, Carolina Geranium, native, from Isle Royal, September 8 and 9.
Cleome serrulata [Peritoma serrulata], Spider plant, Rocky Mountain Beeplant, introduce, seeds, no
source, September 16.

Plains Wild Indigo, (Baptisia bracteata) New spring
planting. Photo ©Merle R. Black, Wisconsin Flora
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Trailing Wild Bean, (Strophostyles
helvola). New summer planting.

Historical Bird Feeding Station
On Thanksgiving Day 1932, the first of several bird feeding stations was established in Glenwood Park, with the
principal station near the grove of hemlocks at the Wild Flower Garden. The first was a simple tray tied between
two trees and protected by a lattice roof of cattails. This was the work of a local birding enthusiast - Lulu May
Aler and a birding friend (perhaps Charles Yelick). Miss Aler wrote "We put our suet on the proffered tray.
Chickadees came at once, not daunted by eight onlookers. Nuthatch likewise. Everyone stopped and watched,
amazed at little wild birds being so friendly and unafraid." (1) Another station was a platform for feeding
pheasants. The principal station was on the north side of the path by the hemlocks that was referred to by Eloise
Butler as the "tarvia path" that ran east/west through parts of Glenwood park and which also bisected the north
and south parts of the Garden at that time. [Glenwood Park was renamed to Theodore Wirth Park in 1938] On the
south side of this path was the southern enclosure of the Garden - containing the Woodland Garden space that we
know today and on the north side of the path was the northern or "lower" enclosure that was a more open
meadow of lady-slippers, birches and beginning in 1932- Eloise Butler's Mallard Pool. That northern part of the
Garden was abandoned in 1944. [see article on Garden Pools.] The fact that it was near the hemlock grove is
evidenced by Miss Lulu May Aler's correspondence with Eloise Butler.(1)
It cannot be precisely known from the photo where along this path the station was located. Instead we need the
aerial photo from 1947 and Martha Crone's 1952 map, both showing the location, which in both of those years
placed it outside the back gate of the Garden. The original simple tray was replaced several years later by a
permanent roofed enclosure, shown in the photographs below. (1a)
Both sides of the hemlock grove path
and the tarvia path as it crossed the
Garden's space had a fence, first
erected by Eloise Butler in 1924 and
then replaced in 1938.39. For details of
this fencing arrangement see separate
article.

The photo below shows the bird feeding station on the northern side of Eloise
Butler’s 1924 fences by the hemlock grove. The structure in the background
is a storage shed. There is an access gate between the two. Photo Lulu May
Aler, 1936, Martha Crone Papers, MHS.

Miss Aler would walk to the park
several times a week, if not daily, to
maintain it. When Martha Crone,
another avid birder, became Curator
in 1933, Miss Aler would visit
frequently and many times they
would have lunch together. (2)
Friends member Mr. J. S. Futcher
knew Miss Aler and wrote this:
Outside the back gate, fenced
separately, was a large, open, old birdfeeding table. I became acquainted with
the lady who for many years maintained that feeder, a Ms. Lulu May Aler. During the 1950-51 feeding season Ms.
Aler told me she was getting too old to continue this volunteer task next season. Would I happen to know of
anyone who could take over for her? Well, it just so happened that I did. There were four boys in the Minneapolis
Bird Club who lived in the Homewood district not too far from the Garden. Yes, they eagerly took on that job. The
Minneapolis Bird Club was affiliated with the Minneapolis Audubon Society and took over from that time on. (3)
By 1941 something was wrong with the station and repairs were needed. Martha Crone wrote in her diary on
September 23 “Ben Johnson early and he came in to get orders for replacing Miss Aler’s bird feeding station and
chest for storing food. Had a nice visit”.[Ben Johnson was a Park Board Employee who later became Supervisor of
Maintenance for the Park Board.] We do not know if the station was modified from the what the 1936 photo
shows or if it was just repaired.
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A depiction of the separate fencing in the 1950s for the bird feeding station is
shown on two maps and a photo. First is Martha Crone's hand-drawn (not
to scale) map used in her 1952 Self Conducted Tour Brochure. It shows the
feeding station, still on the northern side of the tarvia path but now
surrounded by its own fence and the fence formerly on the paths north side
mostly removed. Map courtesy of J. S. Futcher

Above: Feeding station detail. Photo by Lulu May Aler.
Below: This aerial photo shows the features in the area of
the back fence in 1956. The area remains this way until
the next re-configuration of 1991/95 as explained in the
next section. The two water channels that are shown
meeting at the top of the photo mark the area where Eloise
Butler created her Mallard Pool in 1932.

Notes:
(1) Two sources: a) Letter of Eloise Butler to Lulu May Aler, Friends archives (also, notes in The Wild Gardener by
Martha Hellander, page 98. b). An All-Winter Thanksgiving by Lulu May Aler, published in Nature, December
1941.
(1a). The 1936 date is confirmed by correspondence between Miss Aler and Mr. J. S. Futcher, dated Christmas
1951. Hennepin History Museum.
(2) Martha Crone's Diaries- 1933 - 1943.
(3) J. S. Futcher, "A Birdwatcher's Eloise Butler," 1994 in "50 Years of Friends," published by the Friends of the Wild
Flower Garden. The four high-schoolers were Jeremy and Julian Berman, Burton Guttman and Gary Filerman.
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I - The Mallard Pool
Eloise Butler’s Essay - Where it was located Why was it abandoned
The Mallard Pool was a creation of Eloise Butler.
Her description of it is contained in an article of
Oct. 1932 sent to The Gray Memorial Botanical
Chapter, (Division D) of the Agassiz Association
for inclusion in the members circular.The
Agassiz Association was founded in the late
1800‘s to be an association of local chapters that
would combine the like interests of individuals
and organizations in the study of Nature. Only
the Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter to which
Eloise belonged, was still active. First we have
Eloise describing the pool.


Eloise Butler's essay text

Ever since the Native Plant Preserve [Eloise's
word] was started I have wished to have a
pool constructed where two small streams
converge in an open meadow, the only pool in
the Preserve being too shady for aquatics. The
hard times gave this joy to me, for a jobless
expert did the work for a sum that could be
afforded by the Park Commissioners. The pool
is about 35 feet long, several feet narrower,
and of irregular outline. Indeed, the contour is
beautiful. The excavation was made in a dense
growth of cat-tails. While digging, the
workman saw a mallard duck wending its
way through the meadow with a train of four
little ones. Hence the name of the pool, as this
duck had never been listed before in the
Garden.


Eloise Butler around age 80 near the
time she wrote this article.
complete, they left on their own accord,
probably in search of more food, and the gap
was closed against them. It is possible that
they will burrow under the fence. Traps must
be set next spring.

A rustic fence of unpeeled tamarack poles has
been built across the narrow lower end of the
pool. Here one at advantage the pool and the
border [sic - as written]. Opposite at the upper
end, is “The Gurgler,” the water entering
gently by a short series of low rapids. Here my
ingenious bridge-builder will insert a waterwheel made of galvanized tin and about five
inches in diameter, designed to throw a mistlike spray over plants like Pinguicula that
flourish on dripping rock. We call the place
Atlantic City because, at each end of the
bridge, a plank walk was laid over the cat-tail
slough.


The voracious muskrat was also observed,
and I began to fear that the roots of my water
lilies would be gobbled up. It was thought
that stout wire netting at the top and bottom
of the pool would prevent the muskrats from
entering, but my adviser knew little of their
predatory habits. Some white water lilies were
planted in the pool. In two days only a
fragment of the leaves could be found. Then it
was decided to encircle the pool with the
netting sinking it two feet in the ground.
Before this work was completed, a muskrat
preempted the pool with two little ones. We
thought we could trap them inside and throw
them over the fence but before the circuit was

Many desirable plants were already
established near or on the border of the pool:
Sagittaria latifolia, Eupatorium maculatum, E.
perforatum, Verbena hastata, Epilobium
coloratum, Lythrum salicaria, Mentha canadensis,
Rumex brittanica [britannica], Solidago
canadensis, S. uliginosa, Aster puniceus, A. juncea
[junceus], A. umbellatus, A. paniculatus,
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Asclepias incarnata, Helianthus tuberosus, H.
grosseserratus, Rudbeckia laciniata, Chelone
glabra, Gallium asprellum, Caltha palustris,
Impatiens biflora, Aspidium thelypteris, [pencil
addition] Onoclea sensibilis, and an overplus
like water cress and cat-tail, and others that
must be grubbed out with ruthless hand like
Cuscuta gronovii and Bidens cernua. In the near
vicinity are the grandest species of our flora - Cypripedium hirsutum, C. parviflorum, C.
pubescens, C. candidum, and far enough distant
not to shade the pool Cornus stolonifera, C.
paniculata, Viburum lentago, V. opulus, and a
few tamaracks.

The soil is a rich peaty loam. Here and there
on the border this was mixed with a due
proportion of sand to accommodate the plants
that will not grow except in wet sand. Large
sods of sand-lovers have been contributed by
friends of the garden -- packed full of Polygala
sanguinea, P. cruciata, Viola lanceolata, V.
sagittata, V. arenaria [pencil change], Eriocaulon
articulatum, Gratiola aurea, Steironema
quadrifolium, Kyris [Xyris] flexuosa, Hypericum
canadense. In lesser amount have also been
planted Pogonia ophioglossoides, Calopogon
pulchellus, Lilium superbum, L. umbellatum,
Geradia tenuifolia, Spiranthes gracilis, S.
romanzoffiana, Drosera rotundifolia, Spiraea
tomentosa, Mimulus ringens, M. jamesii, Gerardia
tenuifolia, Sagittaria heterophylla, Cyperus
strigosus, Calla palustris, Parnassia caroliniana,
C. palustris, Veronica americana, Primula
farinosa, P. mistassinica, Saxifraga aizoon,
Pinguicula vulgaris, Gentiana andrewsii, Aster
novae-angliae, A. modestus, Lysimachia terrestris,
Viola incognita, Boltonia asteroides, Veronia
fasciculata, Helenium autumnale, Hydrocotyle
americana, Comandra livida [lividum], Solidago
ridellii, Astragalus canadensis, Helianthus
hirsutus, Habenaria ciliaris, H. blephariglottis (the
last two a contribution from Mr. Lownes),
several clumps of Lobelia siphilitica and L.
cardinalis, sowed seeds of Cassia chamaecrista,
Crotalaria sagittalis and Strophastyles helvola,
also Collinsia verna. This may seem too large a
number of plants for a border, but the border
is of indefinite width. It comprises nearly an
acre and extends across the sunlit area of the
marsh. I shall probably think of more
desirable plants!


Eloise Butler overlooking the Mallard Pool
after its construction. Photo courtesy of
Minnesota Historical Society.

The small pool is another proposition. Its size
will not admit more than one or two
specimens of all the species that I wish. I have
already planted therein Castalia tuberosa
[pencil change - see note below], Nelumbo
lutea, Pontedera cordata. I shall also introduce
when I can get them -- next spring if not this
fall -- Nymphaea advena, N. microphylla, Prasenia
schreberi, Lymphoides lacunosum [???],
Ranunculus aquatilis var. caillaceus, R.
delphinifolius, Lobelia dortmanna, Hippuris
vulgaris, Sparganium simplex. I should have
written above Castalia odorata, instead of
tuberosa, the latter is not a free bloomer and
spreads too rapidly. any member of the
chapter will confer a great favor by telling me
where I can get the Nymphoides which is not
listed by florists. I find that I have omitted
from the margin, Osmunda regalis, Liatris
pycnostachya, Physostegia virginiana, Decodon
verticillatus, Zygadenum chloranthus, [next
garbled - assume - Tofleldia pursilla], Tanacetum
huronense, Lobelia Kalmii, Hypericum ascyron,
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Eloise Butler called the "north enclosure" - the
name she gave to one of two areas that were
fenced in during 1924. Eloise noted in her log on
July 7, 1932 "Mallard Pool completed in north
enclosure." The bridge she writes about was
completed July 29 [Log] and would be at the
northern end of Mallard Pool. The bridge was
made by Lloyd Teeuwen (1) who was her helper
in the Garden and was with her at the Babcock
house just before she went to the Garden on
April 10, 1933 and suffered a heart attach. Lloyd
returned to the Babcock house as the doctor was
administrating to Eloise and was present when
she died.


Prenanthes racemosa, Gentiana andrewsii,
Hibiscus militaris, Stachys palustris, Habenaria
paycodes, H. fimbriata, Myosotis scorpoides,
Lysimachia quadrifolia, Lythrum alatum, Chelone
obliqua, Saururus cernuus, Alisma plantago,
Lilium canadense, Melanthium virginicum,
Spriraea salicifolia, Iris versicolor, Pedicularis
lanceolata.
I intend the fence barring out the muskrats to
be concealed by the tall herbaceous
perennials. 


[The following was an additional note not
included in the text for the Bulletin.]

The little water wheel (to be removed during
the winter lest the paddles be bent by ice) has
been inserted in “The Gurgler,” but the name
has been changed to “The Jolly Spindrift.” It
chugs around so merrily, the spray splashing
in the sunlight, that everyone smiles audibly
when he sees it. I gave it the name at first sight,
to find afterward that it is a new coinage, the
compound not being in the dictionary. Below
the rustic bridge another excavation has been
made, continuous with the first, but more like
a little pond, while the first is like a winding
river emptying into it, increasing the length of
the water area to fifty feet. I needed the “pond”
for the display of the aquatic buttercup -- white
and yellow -- which I hope the muskrats will
find too bitter to eat. Otherwise, the pond must
be fenced. Some yews, “ground hemlock”,
have just been contributed to the border,
whose bright green foliage will greatly add to
the toute ensemble. Gratiola continued to
blossom for some time after planting and
marsh marigold began to bloom for the second
time on the border. Even now, at the beginning
of work, the place with its setting is truly
enchanting and I have to tear myself away
from it. I shall dream of it all winter and
conjure up the futurity of the plantings.

She further fixes the location in the opening
paragraph of her essay when she writes “I have
wished to have a pool constructed where two
small streams converge in an open meadow, the
only pool in the Preserve being too shady for
aquatics.” Today, the location of the pool,
Bubbling Spring, the North Meadow and the
Lily Pond lay outside the North Garden
boundary, just north of the back fence. Beyond
the Lily Pond to the North is the Wirth Park
picnic area and across Glenwood Avenue is the
present Wirth Beach area. The dotted line of the
path that intersects Lady's-slipper Path, running
from near Bubbling Spring westward toward
Gentian Meadow, is the approximate location of
the existing paved path just outside the back
fence of the Garden and the location of what
Eloise called "the tarvia road". The dam of 1909
vintage (2), crossing the stream from the Garden,
that created the small pool in the Garden was
next to this path. A difference today is that prior
to 1992 the path and back fence were more to the
south and next to the dam. The fence and path
were moved northward in a 1991/92 renovation
of that part of the Garden. This path (the tarvia
road as Eloise called it), bisected the Garden in
Eloise Butler's time into the southern portion
(today's garden) and the northern portion where
the Mallard Pool was located.


Exactly where was the location of the Pool?

On the next page is the plan of the Wild Botanic
Garden ca. 1912. Features noted are names given
by Eloise Butler. The location of Mallard Pool,
added in 1932, is noted. This spot is within what

In Martha Crone’s time Martha would
sometimes refer to this also and sometimes
Martha would call it the “lower enclosure”.  
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Map above: ©Martha Hellander.
We can deduce from Martha Crone’s Garden log
that she actively kept up part of that northern
meadow at least until 1939. Here are samples all from her log and diary.


1934, June 17: Found nest containing young of
Green Heron, mother bird flew short distance, in
Tamarack on north boundary of lower inclosure.

1934, July 2: Drinking spring has gone dry [This would be the first evidence of trouble with
the spring that provided water to the pool]

1934, July 5; planted 18 Christmas fern on east
and west border of pool, also at rustic bridge.
1934, July 12: Planted from Stillwater 12 Bladder
Fern on east edge of pool and near foot bridge.
1935, April 26: Saw woodcock in lower
enclosure.

1936, Aug. 29: Transplanted a number of Showy
Lady’s Slippers to a new colony in lower
enclosure.


1933: July 2: Bill cut path to Mallard Pool. [We
believe this must have been on southern end as
Eloise had put in a plank walk on the northern
end. Bill is Martha’s husband. From her diary.]

1934, April 9: Woodcock in woods near swamp
west of Mallard pool. 

1934, May 25: Found nest of Pheasant on edge of
Mallard pool containing 11 eggs.
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Future events and abandonment

During the summer of 1938 the southern part of
the Garden was surrounded by a new fence
which was greatly appreciated by Curator
Martha Crone and well received by the public.
The old fence dated back to 1924 and Martha
Crone had made a plea for a new fence in her
1937 report to the Park Board. It was stated that
1,900 linear feet was installed which is hardly
enough to enough to enclose about 5-1/2 acres.(3)
However, aerial photos from late 1938 [Next
page] show a new fence, highlighted by a snow
line, enclosing what was then the Garden Martha
Crone tended, about 9 or 10 acres - that is the
portion south of the tarvia road, which was the
southern part of Eloise Butler's 25 acres which
had also included the northern meadow and
adjacent areas. (see photo below) The new fence
was six feet high and of wire mesh, with 3 gates
for entrance.

As all of what today is the Woodland Garden
seems to have been fenced in, the amount of
fencing was obviously much more than the 1,900
feet reported. The existing wire mesh fence
(2018) is aged and presumably the same one
erected in 1938. There is no replacement known.


The wetland area opposite Wirth Beach parking lot in
Winter 1938. As Eloise Butler wrote, it was filled with
cattail and other vegetation. The diagonal line across
the lower right cattails may well be the plank
walkway Eloise Butler wrote about and the pool
would be to the lower right. Photo courtesy
University of Minnesota.

Martha noted in her diary on January 18, 1939
that Park Board maintenance workers were in
working on new fencing in the "lower
enclosure", which must have been an area
excluded in the 1938 project. Eloise had written
in the 1932 article of the possible need for a
fence. The "lower enclosure" would seem to be
the same area Eloise Butler called the "north
enclosure", as that is an area of lower elevation.
This all ties in with what happened in 1944.


1937, July 16: 2 Habenaria fimbriata in bloom in
lower enclosure near book and High-bush Cran.

1938, May 14: Also Autumn Willow in beautiful
yellow color along broad path west of North
enclosure.

1938, May 27: Planted 2 Valerian (Valerian
exdulis) in north enclosure below waterfall.

1938, Aug. 30: Warbling Vireo still in song noted
near north boundary of lower enclosure.

1939, May 19: Planted 10 American Dog Violet
from Cedar swamp in lower enclosure below
dam.

1939, May 25: In bloom . . . . Blue Delphinium
near west gate of lower enclosure


When the Upland Garden area was added in
1944, Martha Crone said in her 1945 report to
the(4) Park Board that the addition added about
10 acres. This is too high a number. The total
acreage before the most recent addition in 1993
was 14 acres. We know that over the years from
1907 to 1993 certain areas expanded from the
original 3 acres, including adding in the north
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Below: A 1947 aerial photo of the Garden area showing main features of the southern Garden area and a
portion of the northern area where the Mallard Pool was located - a place “where two small streams combine.”
The fence line is the position of the 1938 fence with the tarvia path following the fence line. The Bird Feeding
Station is in right center surrounded by a triangular fence. Photo Courtesy University of Minnesota

meadow and the area of the Bubbling Spring.
Eloise wrote in 1926(5) that the entire area was 25
acres at that time including the North Meadow
and the Bubbling Spring.


When Clinton Odell proposed to the Park Board
in 1944 to add the current upland area to the
Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden, Martha
Hellander’s research found that Odell said to the
Park Board that the northern area (which
included the Mallard Pool) should never have
been fenced and that it was swampy and should
be abandoned in favor of an upland area which
the garden did not have at that time(6). In an
exchange of letters in 1944 to Odell from Park
Board Secretary Charles Doell and from
Superintendent C. A. Bossen, the Park Board
agreed with parts of his proposal, including the
funding that he proposed. (more details in The
Upland Addition to the Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden, Friends Website, Garden History
Archive).


From the late 1930s forward, the north meadow
area containing the Mallard Pool apparently
became more and more neglected and there are
no further plantings noted for the area in Martha
Crone’s log after 1939. We do know she
removed some plants from the area and
transferred them to the current garden space.
These two log notes refer to that:

1946, June 11: 32 Showy Lady’s Slipper from
lower enclosure to violet path.

1947, July 17: 4 Willow Herb from lower
enclosure.
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Former Gardener Cary George remembered that
the chain link fencing that was used in the
northern enclosure was removed and used to
fence the new upland addition, because in 1944
wartime shortages of steel precluded new
fencing being obtained. Presumably there was a
garden record of this, but it may have been
related to him by Ken Avery.(7)

show greater respect for the ecological
relationship of the area and to exploit all of its
possibilities as a natural area.(8)

So here we have this conclusion: The Mallard
Pool area was still being somewhat attended to
by Martha Crone until about 1940, then
abandoned by 1944. The Bubbling Spring dried
up more or less permanently by 1959 (“Springs in
and near the Garden”, Friends Website, Garden
History Archive). The area reverted to the wild
area we have today, At the time the Upland
Garden was established in 1944, requiring much
development work by Martha and the one
person she had for help at that time, there was
no possibility that the entire north meadow
could be cared for as well.
The area within the gray lines
became the expanded area tended
by the Garden staff in 1964.

In a strange turn of events all the area that had
earlier been abandoned, including the Mallard
Pool area, were added back to the control of the
Garden staff in 1964. The Park Board had
approved the expansion of the area under the
Gardener’s control. Outside of the fenced area of
the Garden proper, this new area was the
surrounding wild area west to the Parkway,
north to Glenwood Ave. and east to the picnic
grounds. Gardener Ken Avery was in favor of
this change. In fact he considered it an important
milestone -

"... one rivaling, if not exceeding, in importance that
of the addition of the Prairie Garden in 1944." 

He added - 


This now includes (or re-includes) that “north
enclosure” area where the Mallard Pool was
located. It did not last long however, as the Park
Board budget did not allow Ken to have
sufficient staff to care for such a large area and
by 1967 it was back to 14 acres and the Mallard
Pool area was once again left to grow wild as
Eloise Butler had found it in 1907, except that it
became the basis of a buffer zone around the
garden in later years.

[There is additional detail and photos about the
area of the Mallard Pool and all the other pools
in the Garden in an article titled “Aquatic
Pools in the Garden” - it is found on the
website.]

This quadrupled the area we have to work
with and makes it possible to treat the entire
area as one integrated unit. We of the Wild
Flower Garden are eager to assume this
task.....we have always felt that the chief value
of this area was for the study and appreciation
of nature. Now that the Board has passed the
motion dedicating it to this end, we are
planning to adjust all maintenance activities
toward this goal. It will not require any great
change but just that all activities be paced to
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The area today

The old Lily Pond area is now somewhat
clear of cattails with open water in the
Summer. This area was modified in 1957
when the Park Board put in a large
diameter underground pipeline to divert
water from Bassett's Creek to Brownie
Lake. That line lies beneath the gravel
path that now bisects the area PhotoGoogle

A current view of the water channel
leaving the Garden after it has combined
with the second stream that Eloise
mentions at the beginning of her text.
The view is looking to the North toward
Wirth Lake. The Mallard Pool would
have had its southern end near this spot.
Photo G D Bebeau.

Above left: Looking west toward the old Mallard Pool location from the area of the Bubbling
Spring. The old stonework of the spring is just visible The runoff channel, which also
drained this part of the wetland, runs vertically up the center of the photo to where it joins
the stream coming out of the Garden which is seen in the right hand photo. Photos G D
Bebeau, 2020.
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Notes and References:


article was written no earlier than 1929 is
indicated by the subtitle as the Garden was
renamed in 1929.


Notes:

(1) Martha Hellander’s book The Wild Gardener 1992, Page 96. Martha Hellander’s research
was financed by the Friends and by the
Minnesota Historical Society.

(2) An article about the Garden published in The
Bellman in 1913, described the dam as
covered with vegetation as though it had
always been there. The dam had to have
been put in prior to the Fall of 1909 as on
September 12, 1909 Eloise first references the
pond and dam in her log planting notes - "in
pond"; "by pond"; and "near brook below
dam.”

(3) The Story of W.P.A. in the Minneapolis Parks,
Parkways and Playgrounds, for 1938,
Minneapolis, Minnesota pub by Park Board
in 1939.

(4) Annual Report to the Board ofPark
Commissioners for 1944, dated February 20,
1945 by Martha Crone

(5) The Wild Botanic Garden - Early History, by
Eloise Butler, 1926.

(6) The Wild Gardener, page 104.

(7) Conversation with the author May 18, 2018.
Ken Avery was the Gardener preceding Cary
George.

(8) Annual Report to the Board of Park
Commissioners for 1964 dated March 12,
1965, by Gardener Ken Avery.


©2020 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden Inc.

Text and research by Gary Bebeau.

Photos as credited.

Other references:

(1) Eloise Butler’s Garden Log

(2) Martha Crone’s Garden Log

(3) Martha Crone’s diaries

(4) Mrs. John. Our Native Plant Reserve, Glenwood
Park, Minneapolis Minn., Now called “Eloise
Butler Wild Flower Garden”. This article was
written sometime after 1929 but prior to
Eloise Butler’s death in 1933 and placed in
the Park Board Archives. Mrs. Jepson’s
husband was a parks commissioner at this
time. The text was then published in June
1933 in The Minnesota Clubwoman, following
the last rites ceremony for Eloise in May and
including details of that ceremony. That the
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1933
Winter 1932/33
1933 was a year of momentous change for the Wild Flower Garden. Its’ founder passed away and be
replaced by someone she knew - Martha Crone. Martha recalled that she had spent about 15 years
helping out in the Garden. She and her husband William, a dentist, lived at 3723 Lyndale Avenue North
in Minneapolis. Together, they were avid explorers of plant habitat and especially mushroom habitat.
Martha was secretary of the Minnesota Mycological Society from 1926 to 1943. Considering the need for
large numbers of plants for the developing Wild Flower Garden, the Crones were able to provide good
assistance to Eloise Butler in finding sources for wild plants and for rescuing plants from areas where
the native habitat was soon to be overrun with
development.
The winter of 1932/33 was all weather and politics. A
warmer than average January was followed by a deep
cold snap in February. Eloise returned to Minneapolis to
a cold late-March but with most snow gone.

Eloise Butler's last letter to Martha Crone.
Eloise wrote to Martha and Bill Crone on January 11
from Malden, thanking them for the Christmas gift they
sent. She discussed some of her other gifts, the weather
and her health. There in no indication she is feeling ill or
has any other issues. Eloise had also been in contact
with a Mrs. Pearl Frazer in regards the position of
Curator at the Garden. She enclosed a copy of a letter
from Mrs. Frazer and asks Martha to keep it until she
returned when they can discuss the Garden and maybe
show the letter to Theodore Wirth. It turned out that
Mrs. Frazer was not actually interested in a Curators
position but something else.(1) Eloise wrote on January
"Looking across the little pool near lower gate” by
11:
E. F. Pabody
I want also to thank you especially, Mrs. Crone, for what
you wrote about the continuance of the wild garden.
There’s too much of truth in what you say, but I will soon be able to talk with you about the
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matter in detail. In this time of depression nothing can be done except to hang on by the skin of
one’s teeth. And what, if there hain’t no skin?
We do not have a copy of Martha's letter to Eloise that Eloise refers to but it evidently concerned the
dire straits of Park Board budgets in the Great Depression and what effect that would have on the
garden. This is probably the last correspondence between the two and there is no indication in Martha
Crone's diary that she ever saw Eloise prior to Eloise's death on April 10. She only notes in her diary on
April 11 that she heard from Clara Leavitt about Eloise.
This would be FDR’s first term as president and the beginning of the New Deal.
Martha Crone wrote in her diary: (2)
Mar 2, Thurs “looking forward to Inauguration of Pres. with great hope, everyone excited,
expecting him to perform miracles. weather still lovely”

"Looks like spring in the air.” by E. F. Pabody

"Path through the tamaracks” by E. F. Pabody

Mar 4, Sat. “Inauguration of Franklin Roosevelt. Radio going all day. Took in parade. Pres in
bullet proof case after threatened assassination. All banks in U.S. closed, great excitement.”
A local photographer, Mr. E. F. Pabody, was in the Garden area on March 25th and took these three
winter scenes shown above, following a snowfall of 2+ inches. Mr. Pabody had his studio at 1920
Colfax Ave. So., Minneapolis, and frequented the Garden.

Spring 1933
Eloise Butler made several entries in her Garden Log in early April. On the 1st she noted:
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The ground is nearly free from snow and ice. March being cold, the season is later than it was
last year. Aments of aspen in evidence, and aments of alder and hazel elongating.
April 8 was her last entry where she noted planting 6 roots of Lysimachia terrestris (Yellow Loosestrife)
that had been heeled in during the winter. (3)
On the rainy morning of April 10, 1933 she attempted to reach the Garden from her lodgings at the J. W.
Babcock's house (located just east of the Garden at 227 Xerxes Ave. No.). She apparently suffered a
heart attack and made her way back to Babcocks (possibly with some help). A doctor was summoned
but nothing could be done and she soon passed away on the couch in the entryway of the house at 2:15
PM. Her funeral was on April 12th, 12:45 PM at the
Lakewood Chapel. On May 5th, her ashes were scattered in
the Garden as had been her wish. The details of her death,
including the long-held mis-belief that she died in the
Garden, are covered below. The Minneapolis Journal printed
a front page notice of her passing. (copy page 257)
The Garden was closed until April 20th. During that time
the Park Board had to find a person to attend to the
Garden. Martha Crone, although highly recommended, had
not originally been a shoo-in for the job as Eloise had
corresponded with Mrs. Frazer about the job, but she was
Martha Crone shown here in the Garden in
looking for somewhat different work (1) (and see notes in
1951, Minneapolis Tribune
Winter section). With Eloise now gone, Martha Crone met
with Parks Superintendent Theodore Wirth at his office on
April 13. (2). On the 18th Theodore Wirth wrote to the Board
of Park Commissioners that he had appointed Martha temporary Curator during the balance of the
season or such other time thereof as seems advisable and satisfactory, from date to October 1, 1933 at a salary
of $60 per month .[The position would remain temporary until 1940.] The board approved the
appointment on the 19th.(4) On the 19th her husband Bill
received a call from Wirth for Martha to be at the Garden the next
day, where she met with Wirth, Wirth’s assistant C. A. Bossen,
Mr. Babcock (Eloise's Landlord who would see that possessions
belong to Eloise were sent back to Malden) and Mr. Erickson
(Carl - park keeper for Glenwood Park). She opened the office
and she and Miss Merkert, Wirth’s secretary, began taking
inventory. (2) There is a copy of that inventory in the records of
the Martha Crone Collection at the Minnesota Historical Society.
On April 21, a Saturday, Martha was in the Garden in the
morning, and went home at noon. During these first days of her
tenure the Garden was not open for a set time as she arranged her
affairs so that she could be there as required - every day, except
Wednesday, till 5 PM - April 1 through September 30. (2)

Minneapolis Parks Superintendent
Theodore Wirth, MHS

On the 23rd Martha noted that there was a steady stream of visitors all day (all the newspapers had
reported the death of Eloise Butler) and that there were many fires near the Garden and at 6 PM there
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was a fire on the west boundary of the Garden and Martha fought
1-1/2 hours to put it out. Dr. Thomas S. Roberts had visited that same
day and again on the 30th. (2)
On the 29th someone brought in the knarl of a red elm. It was
“planned to saw it through the center making two tables for the
Garden in memory of Miss Butler.”
Back on April 19, Theodore Wirth had sent a letter to the Park
Commissioners notifying them of the death of Eloise Butler, a little
about her history, and set May 5, Arbor Day, as the date for a
remembrance ceremony at the Garden and also got the ball rolling on
the commemorative tablet that was placed one year later. These
details were also reported in the newspaper. (4) It is not unusual
University Professor Dr. Thomas S.
that the accomplishments of an individual are more clearly
Roberts (1931 photo). Roberts and other
understood after that person has passed on. While certain people
professors frequently brought their classes
to the Garden for on-site study. MHS
are "in-the-know" about what an individual is accomplishing, it is
only after death, when congratulations are too late that the rest of
world becomes aware of the qualities of the individual whose life is now past. Theodore Wirth was
probably the first to craft a brief but informative statement about the role Eloise Butler had taken on
and played with such accomplishment. On the 28th he followed up with a memorandum detailing the
events of May 5th. The remembrance ceremony was to be held at 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon in the
Wild Flower Garden. He stated that he had secured a good specimen of a Pin Oak to be planted and
made the suggestion
That every member of the Board participate in the planting of the tree, and that the President of the
Board perform the rite of spreading the ashes.
On May 3rd various Park Commissioners were at the Garden (perhaps the first time for many). That
same day Martha sent her letter of acceptance of the position to Wirth. Workmen were in on the 4th,
bringing a Pin Oak and a small Honey Locust which were set in the ground but not covered. (2)

At the 1917 Stone birdbath in the Garden on
Wednesday May 3, 1933 are Park Board
members (l to r) Alfred F. Pillsbury, president;
Lucien C. Miller and Francis A. Gross.

At the entrance to the Garden on May 3
is Superintendent of operations and
maintenance of the Park Board Christian
A. Bossen.
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The commemorative tablet that Wirth mentioned was also reported in the newspaper in an article
announcing the upcoming ceremony. The Minneapolis Tribune stated on May 4 "Near the little cabin that
served as her office the commissioners will stand about and scatter her ashes among the flowers she
loved. They will plant a young oak in her memory, knowing that before long her former botany
students will have subscribed enough for a bronze tablet to commemorate the occasion and to
perpetuate her name.” The article reported that the commissioners visited the Garden on Wednesday
afternoon (May 3) - “They inspected the growths, the cabin, paused at the bird bath of stone, noted the
bird houses, and agreed that the wildflower garden was a place of serene and peaceful beauty.”
On May 5th a tire was stolen from the Crone’s car and Martha arrived a bit stressed. She received her
first paycheck ($22). Superintendent Wirth was in the Garden all morning, and at 4PM the Board of
Park Commissioners and about 100 friends of Eloise Butler gathered at the Garden for the
remembrance ceremony. (2)
Park Board President A. F. Pillsbury opened the
ceremony with these words:
“We have gathered here today to do honor to one
who was the moving spirit in the establishment and
care of this unique and interesting garden. Being a
great lover of nature, an especially of wild flowers
and plant life, it was her desire that one part of our
park system should be left in its natural condition
and devoted to the wild flowers and birds of our
state. Under her loving care for many years, this
garden has become famous and given pleasure to
many. In the presence of friends and to her memory
we have planted this rare tree, and in accordance
with her wishes we now, with respect and
admiration, distribute the ashes of Miss Eloise Butler
over the ground she loved so well.”
President Pillsbury was then given by Martha Crone,
Above: Finalizing the planting of the Pin Oak: (l to r) Alfred a cardboard box holding the ashes of Miss Butler
and he then began to spread the ashes first around
F. Pillsbury, President - Board of Park Commissioners;
Theodore Wirth, Superintendent of Parks; Francis A.
the base of the tree and then in the area on all sides
Gross, Vice President of the Board. Newspaper photo.
of the little office building. Some of the ash was
wafted farther by the breeze. The audience looked
on in silence. The only sound was that of Mr. Pillsbury moving through the growths.
Martha Crone and Theodore Wirth spoke last. Martha Crone read Eloise Butler's last report to the Park
Board. General Superintendent Wirth in a few brief remarks called attention to the fact that the pin oak
had long been a favorite of Miss Butler’s and for this reason had been chosen as the tree to be dedicated
in her services. He suggested that a year from today this same group of friends gather to place a bronze
tablet on a boulder near the tree to perpetuate the dedication, and those friends then made preparation
to raise the funds necessary for this purpose.
The myth that she died in the Garden: It is frequently misstated that Eloise Butler died in the Garden
and some boys found her there. That is not in agreement with the accounts of those that were present at
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her death at the Babcock House where the doctor was attending her. Perhaps this romantic myth has
some origin in Theodore Wirth's April 19th letter announcing her death when he stated "(she)....had
suddenly died in the park while on her way to her domain." Or perhaps it is a misreading of the reports
of her death in the newspapers. For example, the Minneapolis Journal reported on April 11th (speaking
of woodland flowers) that "Miss Butler died yesterday in their midst." The article further says that "she
was found leaning against a stump near a little by-path.” That last part is believed to be true, (as
Wirth's statement that she died "in the park on her way to her domain" may be partially true) as it is
known from witnesses on April 10 that she attempted to go to the Garden. Some newspaper accounts
and Martha Hellander's research indicate she was found on her way to the Garden and was helped
back. But she did arrive back at Babcock's house. The newspaper incorrectly identifies the Babcock
house as J. W. Butler's house.
Testimony of Lloyd Teeuwen: The only eye-witness account of her death by anyone still living was
given by Lloyd Teeuwen on May 4, 1988 in a recorded interview with Martha Hellander while
Hellander was researching material for her book The Wild Gardener. Teeuwen was a Garden helper for
Eloise, beginning when he was 13 or 14 years old. It was he who built the rustic bridge on the Mallard
Pool. It was six years later when on April 10th, on a rainy day, he came to the house to help Eloise
down to the Garden, as he always did when the paths were wet and muddy. He asked "do you want to
go down there and try it." "No" she replied, "I don't think I want to go down there now, maybe a little later if it
stops, maybe we can go down there." He believes she may have attempted to negotiate the path herself but
states "They didn't find her anywhere, she got to the house herself." Mrs. Babcock had told Teeuwen that
Eloise had gone out but was only gone a short time when she returned. "She'd come in and Mrs. Babcock
says 'She said she didn't feel too good.' "
When Lloyd returned to Babcocks later she was there and his report of her death is as follows: "When I
came in there, the doctor was there, and she was laying in the Living Room; they had what they call a little
entrance way, like a vestibule, and it had a black leather couch in it and she was laying on it. [Hellander - In the
Babcocks house?] Yes, you came in the front door - the doctor had come in it - I don't remember his name at all
any more - and he was checking her out like that [Hellander - was she still living?] She was still living, but she
was, ten minutes later, he says (the doctor), 'she's gone.’ " (5)
In the days following the remembrance ceremony Martha took care of Garden duties, planting the
seeds and plants that had accumulated from Eloise Butlers previous arrangements. The Garden looked
good - on May 14 she noted “Mobs at garden
in afternoon, trilliums beautiful, also
mertensia.” (2)
On the 15th Mrs. Cram (Gertrude Cram) was
in, then Mrs. Phelps and Miss Leavitt - all
friends of Eloise Butler. All three and Martha
would be on a committee to provide the script
for the memorial tablet for Eloise Butler The
organization formed was called the Eloise
Butler Memorial Association. There were
several suggested dedications which were
submitted to Martha Crone for her approval and for her to sample the preferences of Garden visitors as
to the wording. A fund raising campaign was initiated with the suggested donation being limited to no
more than one dollar. The association felt that they must raise the funds independently so as to "prove
to Mr. Wirth and the Park board that the Reserve (The Wild Flower Garden) has many friends." The
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dedication wording recommended by the
committee was approved by Martha and all
interested others and the bronze tablet was
cast, using the design of a Mr. Melchior of Flour
City Iron Works and installed in 1934.
On the 18th Theodore Wirth’s secretary, Miss
Merkert was in to sort out the books in the
office that had been the domain of Eloise Butler
- the books belonging to Eloise were being sent
back to the Butler relatives at Malden MA.
May 20 was not a good day - Bill Crone was driving Martha to the Garden when they were in an
accident at Lowry and James. Martha sprained an ankle and skinned an elbow but nevertheless arrived
at the Garden by 9:15 AM. Due to the dry spring weather there was a dust storm on the 23rd - no
Garden visitors. On the 25th Martha closed the Garden at 3 so as to get down to the main Minneapolis
Library for a meeting on the memorial for Eloise.
One of the purposes for plants collected and planted by Martha in 1933 was the completion of the
planting around the Mallard Pool area that had been started by Eloise Butler in 1932.
Eloise Butler’s design for the pool area had been accomplished and she had started the planting from
her list of desired plants. Martha’s May and June collecting trips, especially to areas around Anoka
were to secure plants needed for the pool area. In that era one could still dig up plants in open areas
without much restriction, even on street corners. Martha was well known in the area for her plant
collecting efforts. She did what Eloise had done - search the wild for suitable specimens and get
permission to retrieve them if permission was necessary; rescue them when the habitat was about to be
destroyed; receive donations of plants from friends; and plant seeds for new plants.
Back on 23rd April Gertrude Cram had send a note of introduction to Martha. Mrs. Cram then ends
with this comment about Martha:
She (Eloise) said ‘you really should know her; she is a wild flower crank like you.’ That tells us
both what to expect, doesn’t it? (6)
Many school groups toured the Garden in late May to early June. (2) May was a rainy month, June
turned dry and historically hot.
Photo at top of page 248: A collage of Eloise Butler at 4 stages in her life: A young woman, ca1890,
Garden Curator 1910-20, mid 1920s and age 80 at her birthday party, August 2, 1931. Photos courtesy
Minneapolis Public Library, Minneapolis Collection, and Minnesota Historical Society.
Notes:
(1) Letter, Eloise Butler to Mrs. Frazer, September 29.1932. Pearl Frazer was the daughter of Fanny Heath of North
Dakota. Mrs. Heath was a wildflower expert and correspondence friend of Eloise Butler. See The Wild Gardener,
by Martha Hellander, pgs. 94ff.
(2) Martha Crone’s Diary - 1933
(3) Garden Log - 1933
(4) Minneapolis Tribune, April 20, 1933.
(5) Interview with Lloyd Teeuwen, May 4, 1988 by Martha Hellander. Tape and transcript in the Martha Crone
Collection, Minnesota Historical Society.
(6) Letter of Gertrude Cram to Martha Crone April 23, 1933
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OI PAIX COUUTSSIONERS
JaJ city EaII
Mlnneapoll,s, Mlaaesota

3OA3D

Aprl1 28,

191J.

Io the onorable Board. of Park Cormissiouers,
Siaaeapolis, Mir&esota.

Gent lsmen:

Ebe 3oard, having alecldeil to corply rlth the last request of Mlss Eloise Butler, or:r late Curator of the lIol,se ButLer
IYi Id. tr'lower Garden at Glenwootl Park, to spread her ashes la the
garden, aJ*l to plalrt a treo iE ber oeoory rith approprlate cereBonles orr Arbor Day, I roulil like to oake tho follotrirg suggest lons:

1. lhat the Soard meet at 3230 P.]tr. at tbe offices of the Soartl
oa FriiLe.y, Uay ,, ald proceetl to tbe gartleu ln a bocly.
2.

Ehat a Pin 0a! be plantetl, of ehich I have secr:red a Yery
good. speclnen, rhicb will be all rea4y for the cereoouies

whea the Soasil arrives at the locatloa rbere lt ls to be
plarrted close to tbe office of the curator tn tbe ga,rd6E.

,
.l '

3. [hat every ueober of the Soard particlpat e la the plalotiag
of the t!ee, artl that thE Presiileat of tbe Boar{. Perfolt
the rtte of spreaillrg tbe aehes.
A gootl -o''y frield.s of lllss Butler, fotner studeat s of
ber tota4y clases and nature lovers have sr:ggesteil thet the serenony take place at 4:Oo p.U., siace they rould 1lke to be preEeEt
and soao of tben could aot do so lf tbe eereooales took place earlier
ln the ilay.

Bespectfully submittod.,
trIEI'E.
Geaeral Sr4reri,ateailent

EEEODONE
TIT-M
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.

.

of

b4v,P- _'
P-t- L ["-7

hrtlor X€o(rlal A.roolatto!.
l'3oolatlon rar orBenlucd on Junc 8119))r at tho llruocapoll!'ptrbllc
, to lrr$rge for.: a bronro tablat to bo Dlecaa on r bouldh li the
hrtlar tritly. Plsnt ReE6rrs. Plana rer.€ dlsoursod. .4i['r C@tticc
Coni[ensedl Bcport,

tJre Elqlse

lfr, W. Bovey anit t&.tc6tor. Sevonty.fly6 ttlalvlourlr
l1ult eet by t.be coinlttee. Xer{r Borc
ooBtiltutod'maller suoa. M6st of the narnos 6f the oontnltrrtore are eppeuilca. The follorlng orgenlaatLone oontrlbutoi ono Oollar or norc.
Art Htstory Club,
$5'
!b.
.5.
tbe Auitobon Sootety Blology, Botany a.nit $eRer&l gcleacs Teachers 5.gO
f'ho C.D.ano L,Soetety,
e,
Plfth Dlotrtot treeenatlon of llooenis Clubs, lO.
'
OarAon Elorsr Soctety,
5.
Osrflen Seqtlon of tdtnn€apolla lYomanre Club, 8"75
ftetlreil feeohors Club,
,.5O
Eonaa t s Al,llenco Unltirlan Glrurcb
I;
?ho tablet Couolt,tee. Dr.Sohuesleril{r8.R.v.Craoranil lllss Countrlreea.alrrsngca th6 roralng of the teblot. xrs.J.B.?ho1ps arranSoe rltb elffa!'ont'. flnrc t,o suhlt tlcetgne anat that of l&.llelohen of tbe Flour Clty
Iro! Eorkl te6 aeooptcd. fh; CooElttae focl. thBt llr.tlelcher has boen vory sucosssful ln expreeslng tbe 1{6as of thc Aaaoolatlon. l[1ra liary
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MR. C.A,Aadrera,

s Janet .A,ndros6,
Carollae Crosby,
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MlBs eretta Countrynan,
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8168 Prest,
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Wale s )
M166 Armotls Wal.es )

Mtse Florence
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1"r,". 16.L,ieali
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Mlss MarY L. llqeker,

Llluan Mat'hlaa'
ltrl8E ADna Cotton,
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BYrne s
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Mr. J.S.V.Flshar,
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THE }IINNESOT.{ CLUBWO\IAN

ED....

rhir .!nounc&
cordi.t w.lcob.

Our Native Plant Reserve

mp any

),

Glenwood Park, Minneapolis, Minn.
Now called Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden

Mind.

'

ect

The idea of this insdtution of \Iinneepolis
lrom lhe difrculties experienced by the
[achers of botany ia familiarizing their students
-itt ti"iru Dland ia tieir netural surroundings.

ories

arose

only
per_
ertermi[ated by -

Lons iou;reys were made with their classes
to e_nd Uot f'ev widely scattered plants, that

TEDT'S

haDs

Minueaoolis

bv the ne-tt sdson wete

itJn..d, of

e raoidly growing ciry. There,pon,

^
) ?"f
7," \'-'AJ
$ark boute'Yrd. On this walk'is ;

\

Td-,,

ro the

r

dam

small pool in a natural depression
and receives the overflolv Jrom rhe s\valnp. This
is a lavorite sketching poi t ior artists; but the
pool is too shady ior vater Iilics, -so it is pro'
posed to form at some time a pond for. aquatics
by an excavction in :ln open rneedow lvhete two
small stre:]ms coml,ine tha! tlorv from springs in

that forms

rhe Dlan was craduallv evolved of obtaining, be' the girden.
ioie'it was too- lare. e-olot oi land that conttined, Until 1911, the garden rvas cared for by the
i Iabor oi love and with_
or would support our'choicest wild piants; and leachers oi borany 3s
io lniroduc..'*a by all Dersuasive means, as out compensatiou. 'I'Len, on the retiremelt o[
pieferred vaiiations bf soil, light, ard -mois-ture, one of the botany teichers from school, she was
io establish therern as fiuch as possible of the

-........$14.00
19.40
30.03

entire flora of Minnesota. To secure protection
and Dermanencv. it was f,lso decided ther rhe land
shouid be o*ned bv rhe citv and under park man
xsemen!. An ideii spot, tul6ll,ng all require-

FORTABLE

was found in Clenwood Park. the lirgest
in \finnelpolis, xnd of greal naL'
ural beauty, in!erspersed, as ir is. rvirh hills thst
m-ents.

oleasure ground

-gs S. 7th
15 E. 4th

afford far-ieachini views and contaidiog three
of fair e\tent.
'oonds
The Park Commissioners responded with ready
appreciation to the wishes oI the teachers. lnd

es

o.thwcst

arented them lhe chosen lract, which then comirised about tlree acres. Frornrtime to lime more
ihat twentv acres, including oudying rnarshes,
have beea added.

Early in April, 1907, the Wild Botanic Garden
was instatled without aoy cere,,lorty e*cept by
taking a census of tie indigenous flo.a, aod by
in&oiucins at once, arnong rnaay othels, .such
distinctive- Dlarts as *ahoo, bird's-foot violet,
earlv blue oilox. sDrinq beauty, and hepatica'

fety traiailg
of every 196
ar on Strcct

Tile core of the_ res-erve is a small tamarack
a sina oua to* oi wild garden. Here
fouriih naturallv Dlants most bighly esteemed bv

Canada was

f.ty

,r

s.,ramo.

training

oI several species' sundew,
-Turk'spitcher plarts, Linnaa, fringed gentians'
boaaists: orchi&_

Lo v.'and rare

mosses and iungi. The sur_
.oi"aiirc hillslooes. grore or less wooded, suppon
*attv oifi.t desirable plants that require different
desrees of light and moisture.

Ca!'s!

INES

noit above the swamp ard neir -the
entrance of lhe tesefle, a small conveflient

6" i

south

t

for the
of this buildiog
have been recently edbellished by a.sort of pergola-trellis, which, when coverecl wlth vrnes. rs
&oected to eniance the picturesqueness of the
olaca Near the office a large boulder has been
iet and chiseled ou! for a tird bath' s'hich is
office aad tool house has been erected

,iiJ ot tt" curator. Two

ent co.

sides

often thronged bv transi€nts and sreadily patronized bv birds that lest in the garden- The re'
serve has become a bird as well as a wild fower
salctuarv. Several birds that are doorEed to eK_
tincioa,-if not protected, have been noled within

Theatrerl
St- PauI

Prramount

the preciacts, as the crcsted wood duck, tie- great
and-the smallcr bittem, the soall green heron.
Virginia rail, rufied grouse, bob white, and wood-

Rivicre

Gmeo

.r.
!

cod(
The only other artificial feature of the garden

is a broal urvia walk

th-at cuts through the

nonhern portion and aEords convenienr

access
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made a salaried curator of the garden, a position
which she siill occupies. But iron1 lhe very 6rst
systenralic care has been grven !o the place A
complete record has been kept oi the plants and

aa iadexed ard-catalog:ue maintaiaed. The chiel
duties of the curator besides writing the records.
are keeping the place in order, teceiving and conducting visitors through the grounds, and plantrII9,

Several hundreds of plants are set out each
season. Some of them are nev.comets; others
swell the number of attractive species alrcady
present, native or iatroduced, or replaca those
that have dwindled out. The ideal aimed at is
to daintaitr a natural wildetness. So no set beds
are permitted, but the plaats are 6tted as closely
as obssible to thei. native habiat, be it prairie,
bog, ot woodland, and ere allowed to grov as
tbey will, without any check ctcept their o$tr
we.[-being, and so long_as thty. do rol irfringE
too Euch uoon the nghts ot therr comgiuuons.
Thev are not watered alter they becooe \rcll
rooti4 and no fenilizer is used arcepr decayed
leavcs. which are a.llowed to lie as they fall. uflless they form deep windrows. By reason of the
varied ionditioos oi the reserve most plattiags
are successiul. Urae and sand are lacking

i!

the

soil and have to be imoorted for such exacting
sp€cies as trailirg arbutus and sweet (ern (ComP
t6nia), Specirg&s lor planting ate dug u! on
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The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
The Memorial Tablet for Eloise Butler
The Memorial Tablet for Eloise Butler was dedicated on Arbor Day, May 4th, 1934. The idea for a
memorial tablet is mentioned in the April 19, 1933 minutes of the Board of Park Commissioners and
was spoken of at the memorial service on May 5, 1933. It was planned, created and presented by some
of her friends and some of her former pupils from her years as a botany teacher in the Minneapolis
Public Schools. An association had been formed at the suggestion of Theodore Wirth, General
Superintendent of the Minneapolis Park System, in mid-1933 following Eloise's death. It was called the
Eloise Butler Memorial Association with Miss Jennie Hall as head. A governing committee of five
persons, headed by Clara Leavitt (retired teacher), with Martha Crone, Elizabeth Foss (North High
teacher), Dr. Otto Schussler and Gratia Countryman (Minneapolis Librarian) were in charge of forming
other committees and designing the memorial. There were several suggested dedications which were
submitted to Martha Crone (who replaced Eloise as Garden Curator) for her approval and for her to
sample the preferences of garden visitors as to the wording. A fund raising campaign was initiated with
the suggested donation being limited to no more than one dollar. The committee felt that they must
raise the funds independently so as to "prove to Mr. Wirth and the Park board that the Reserve (The
Wild Flower Garden) has many friends."(1) The dedication as shown below, was the one recommended
by the committee. Martha and all interested others approved and the bronze tablet was cast, using the
design of Mr. Melchior of Flour City Iron Works.
On April 30th 1934 Superintendent
Theodore Wirth sent a brief memo to
the Board of Park Commissioners
that on Arbor Day, May 4, the
dedication ceremony would be held
and that the Memorial Association
had invited the Board and its officers
to attend. The program was
introduced by Miss Jennie Hall, head
of the Memorial Association. The
outline was that Miss Hall and ten
children would do some bird calls;
an original poem would be recited
by Mrs Florence Hadden (former
pupil); Miss Elizabeth Foss would
present the tablet; and Francis Gross,
Vice President of the Board of Park
Commissioners would accept the
tablet. (note 2)
The tablet today is found at the end of the path from the front gate of the Garden to the Martha Crone
Shelter on a large granite boulder. The boulder, placed specifically for the tablet, sat in front of a pin oak
tree that was planted in her memory on May 4, 1934. The pin oak is no longer there, but a magnificent
Leatherwood shrub now shades the tablet.
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The text of the dedication tablet reads as follows:
In loving memory of Eloise Butler (1851-1933), teacher of botany in Minneapolis Schools, Founder and
first curator of this native plant reserve. This oak has been planted and this tablet erected by a grateful
public.
To this sequestered glen Miss Butler brought beautiful native plants from all sections of our state and
tended them with patient care. This priceless garden is our heritage from her and its continued
preservation a living testimony of our appreciation. Here her ashes are scattered and here her
protective spirit lingers.
Dedicated Arbor Day 1934

Below: At the dedication of the memorial tablet are (l. to r.) Miss Elizabeth Foss, Botany teacher at North High
School (She made the presentation of the tablet); Clara Leavitt, fellow teacher of Eloise; Minneapolis Parks
Superintendent Theodore Wirth; Audrey Kelly; Parks Vice President Frances A. Gross (who accepted on behalf of
the Park Board); Dolores Hoiby and Jennie Hall, Science Supervisor of the Minneapolis Public Schools. Kelly and
Hoiby are shown lifting away the green boughs which covered the tablet before the unveiling. Photo courtesy
Minnesota Historical Society, Martha Crone Collection 142.J.1.8F
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The poem recited by by Florence Hadden:

Poem for Eloise
This glen is now a hallowed spot,
A shrine, where wild flowers meet –
We come as friends, with forest birds,
To render tribute in this wild retreat –

We all unite with one accord
To sound her praises high,
She surely hears the song above
As these tributes reach the sky,

A tribute due to one held dear,
By all the wildings in this glade,
From all the pupils she has taught,
And all the friends she's made –

The perfume of these flowers, wild,
Is like wafted incense, rare,
It floats above through "Pearly Gates"
To the Heavenly Gardens, there.

Below: Prior to the dedication ceremony the Park Commissioners, the Superintendent and the local Alderman visit
Glenwood Park.

References:
(1) Letter to Martha Crone from Clara Leavitt (fellow teacher of Eloise Butler) dated September 15,
1933. Minnesota Historical Society, Martha Crone Collection
(2) Following are the documents from the period outlining the ceremony and the Memorial
Association.
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Some new information came to light when on
May 6 1946 the Minneapolis Tribune in Ruth
Thompson's Minnesota Memories column
published a look-back at Eloise Butler under the
theme that the Garden was a memorial to the
former teacher. The writer states Monarch was
taken down in 1942, but in 1940 we have Martha
Crone’s report of the correct date. The size of the
tree in the 1946 article is given as 4 feet in
diameter and 14 feet in circumference and the
age of 700 years is given which is a repeat of
what is stated in many references of the time.
The only previous reference to the actual size of
the tree is Eloise Butler's measurement.

Monarch
A Notable Feature of the Wild Botanic Garden:
Eloise Butler wrote in 1915:
One of my white birches on a hillside has eight
bolls, while opposite in the meadow a yellow
birch rejoices with seven. Between them
“Monarch,” the largest white oak in
Minneapolis, lifts his aged head and rules the
landscape.

Since Martha Crone had the tree taken down and
was there at the time, perhaps this new reported
size came from what was seen in 1940, in which
case if we use the circumference of 14 feet we
have an average diameter of 53 inches and the
tree growth tables tell us the tree could have
been about 400 years old, still well short of Eloise
Butlers proudly proclaimed age of 700 years. The
400 year age happens to agree with the Park
Board Forester, Louis Boeglin, who estimated the
tree to be 400 years back in 1923 when a fire in
dry grass and leaves enveloped part of
Glenwood Park and came close to Monarch.
(Minneapolis Tribune December 13, 1923 "City's
Oldest Tree Periled by Flames in Glenwood
Park”. Text on next page.) But there is no doubt
that Monarch was old and decaying.

Monarch in 1926. Due to age and accumulated
storm damage, the tree was taken down in 1940.

On April 4, 1912, tree surgeons were brought it.
Eloise noted in her log “Monarch treated
surgically today.” Dead limbs were removed and
concrete was used to reinforce the rotting trunk.
The rotting trunk may be the reason that the base
of tree usually produced a mushroom, Polyporus
frondosus [Hen of the Woods], often of large size
- 25 pounds in 1935.

It is reported that Eloise measured the
circumference at 10 feet and always stated that
the tree was over 700 years old. The age is wildly
overestimated but tree growth factor charts
produced from field studies were not available
in her day. (details in note 1) These studies have
produced tree age calculation tables which for a
white oak of that size would indicate an age of
290 years for trees growing in perfect
environment but perhaps older for a typical
forest tree of the White Oak species. [note 2]

In an essay she wrote in 1926 [Trees in the Wild
Garden, note 3], Eloise gave some details about
that surgical operations and subsequent events.
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1910 Garden , Minneapolis Tribune. 3 April 1910 (Beautiful); 22 May 1910 (Glenwood)
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1911, March 26. Minneapolis Tribune. An early description of the Garden
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Appointment of Eloise Butler as Curator: April 6,1911: Garden Club of Minneapolis urges
Park Board to appoint Butler as curator of the wild garden which they want to be made permanent.
June 6, 1911 they are joined with the Woman’s Club and jointly request the same thing at Park Board
meeting. Sent to committee. June 10, 1911 both groups attend committee meeting. Feb 6, 1912, Park
Board to hire her permanently and pay salary. Dates listed are publication dates.
June 6, 1911. Star Tribune

June 10, 1911. Star
Tribune

Feb. 6, 1912. Star Tribune
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1913, April 14. Minneapolis Tribune
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1913 Florist Show at the Armory
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1921 August 28. Article about the Garden and its mosquitos. Attempt to be humorous, mixed up
plant names. Describes many “no” and “do Not” signs Eloise had. Minneapolis Star Tribune
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1924. June 22: Fence required in the Wild Flower Garden. April 23 Flower Picking Law
article mentions flower show at Donaldson’s by Miss Butler. Both Star Tribune.
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WILDFLOWER GARDEN
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do but plead guilty. Where- ,
upon she gave me a grand
smile and told me I could
consider myself forgiven,
condition I never transgressed again. I promised,.
By ABE ALTROWITZ
"Young inan!" The mien and I never have broken that ;
Minneapolis Star Staff Writer
and vocal quality were those promise.
_;_
· LAKE CALHOUN-This is location wasn't suitable for of a teacher addressing an
vacation time for the bald- j oak.
erring pupil.
headed fishing addict, but the I But the surroundin°s are
"'
, , "Yes.?" I sa1.-d.
weather keeps
very much the same as I re- ,
•
.·
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.
f ways. You walked where you
,.'·
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.
.
j In :�s early �ays I "as sev-. never should ha�,e without
hie myself to ,-.
(-ct t i' . -·· \ eral limes �ss1gned to wnte being accompanied by the
an old, old
_'. ;_i-_ / · feature stones about the gar- curator!"
haunt _ the
\,._ .,, '. 3/... d_en. I remember the first as- f
Eloise Butler
She knew of .my transgress1gnment, and my thoughts
w i Id f l O wer
as I presented myself to Miss sion because of the names
, Garden.
Butler, then in command. I had used in that second
Entering the
o
h littl� story. i believe she knew the
witz
Altr
She was a plumpis
g a r d e n
_
i
e
throuoh the crate at top of lady who reminded me or xact loc_ation of e�ery brlade
of grass m that entire ga den
ng
s
and
ueen
.
Victoria
E
Q
'
l
-C
the hill off Glenwood am·
, acreage.
den Pkwy ., . I at once enShe
was
co-operative
and/
counter Hehanthus Diven- 0
ThPrP. was nothing I could
. t O .,,rac·1ous, ..., nd s.he ,.hne,,, her
catu�, wh._ic11, trans1 at ed m
flowers
as
only
a
veteran
Eng!J�h, is the Rough Sun
botan"
• teacher
·
·could. She ·led I
Flow�·
I me among the fJOwers, tellmg
Next 1.o catch m y eye is; of each as if it ':·ere a major.
Athyrium Augustum, more treasure. \Vhat mtngued me
commonly known as the most of all were the tonguel wisting scie!1tific names. I
Lady Fern.

Abe Remembers Eloise Butler

oi:l

____________

_..,qr

I

I

I

I move from flower to I On my second assignment 1
flower until I reach a huo e,1 I didn't find Miss Butler. So
boulder with its bronze tab- I proceeded on a self-directed
tour, casting furtiv e glances
: let. This reads:
at the signs which cautioned
"In loving memory of, visitors against straying from
El o i se Butler. 1851-1933,lthe pathwaYs.
founder and first curator of,
.
this native plant preserve, 1 _ About a year_ later I was
this oak has been planted g1Yen my th1ra wildflower
ti
and this tablet erected bv
" a' gard en assignment.This me
I foun d 1".]iss Butler \'ery
grateful public ..."
much m evidence. Her greet
The oak, howeYer, is there ing was a peremptory chal
in name only. As I recall, the,I lenge:

I

·
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den as l\{iss Buller did, explains that oak trees do not
take kindly to replanting
and that the shade is too
dense for proper growth.

But no one has ever given
up on the dedicatory oak.
Some day, if persistence
counts for anythi[g, a massive oak will stand beside the

About Fhis Summer

t.

Science Scropbook...

$:i'.T,
t
Fy do
foP"

lnfon

The. Sumnrct Science Scrapbook,
with articles prepued. bU Clifford Simak, toill qppefi each Monddy uith
ecientitic informalion afuat the thing$
you, aee and, d.o this cummer. When
clipped, folded, and punchetl, the tuo scrtpbook prtgea
make a conuenient unit to be tnsefted in q. atqnd.ayl
?-hole ring binder.

stone.

Following Iuiss Butler's
death. Mrs. lvlafiha Crone
served as curaior frcm 1933
until her retirement in 1959.
Since that time Avery has

juctio
tnscio

lffii3

il..i
$:..x
L(

been curator.

iJc

Miss Bqtler, who came to

Minneapolis in 1874, taught
first at Central High School
and Iater ai South High

School. In an unpublished
maruscript which she wrote
shortly befole her death, she
said thal in the 1880s Minneapolis

fl

nas "a place of

en-

chartment," with the woods
carpeted Y/ith r,!'ild flowers.
She rvas dismayed at the
building boom that destro.ved
the v/oods and the wild flow-

er habitats. It was her dream
to preserve in her E-ild flower

garden a small area of that
enchanted place she had
found upon her arrival here.
To see ho\v r,Yell she succeeded, one only has to visit
the garden. Here. in season,
hundreds of different wild
flowers bloom. Each q/eek,
on a builetin board in front
of the curator's office, Avery
posts a list of rhe flowers
which are in bloom that
week. The list is always long.
During the spring migratory
season, he includes a list of
the mi$atory birds seen in
the area tiat week. Not onltf
is the garden a place often
visited by wild - flower lovers, but by bird watchers as
weil.
Each ]*'eek, as well, the
signs which identify the different flowers and plants are
clEnged. As the floivers
bloom the sign identifying
them is placed. lvhen they
cease blooming the sign is
taken dowYlNlost of the florvers are native to [he state, but there

are a fetv witich have been
brought flom other parts of
tlre United States.
While the garden is ori,ned
and operated by the Nlinneapolis Park Board, ir also

'{r-

a

receives'invaluable assistance from "Friends of the
Wild Flower Garden," an organization made up of nature lovers.
A sign at the entrance to

the garden r€ads: "This is not
enter
except to study and enjoy

a playground; do not
nature."

About 100,000 people visit

the garden annually and most
of them, says Avery, are well
behaved. You are supposed to

stay on the paths; some peo-

I
j

ple don't. You're not sup.
posed to pick the flowers;
Avery says that here he

has

more trouble with adults than

with children. You are supposed to be quiet and decorous and here there is some

trouble with children running
and shouting, scaring off the

birds that bird

watchers

have come to see.

So if you visit the garden
(and it is a yisit well worth
making) please observe the
rules.

I
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I
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SPRING TNVADERS

Iprl

Slory of Moyflies
Each spring along the riv-

ers and some lakes, the mayflies emerge, sometimes only
a lew of them, sometimes in

swarming clouds. They are

known by various names.
Along the upper Mississippi
the most common seems io
be barge fly.
Filmy, insubstantial creatures, the weight of ttreir'
numbef is the only thing
which vr/ould ordinarily attract attention to them, At

with them. There are times
when their dead bodies make
the highways slippery.

They live as flying creatures for no more than a
week, engaging in their midair mating dances. But we
see them for only a brief
moment of their lives. when
they emerge as flying insects,
they already have lived two
years in the mud of the river
bottom or tlle lake.

bodies are slvept up by the

These nymphs, during
those two years, continually
grow and moult, shedding
their skins as maly as 30
rimes du ng the course of
their lives- After their last
aquatic moult .to become

bordering on Lake Erie, in

through

La Crosse, Wis., and Winona,
Minn., and in the other river
towns and cities, they may
be so numerous, attracted by

the lights, that their
bushel.

In

dead

some communities

]rears of especially bad ini,a.
sions, they are hauled arvay
by truckloads.

They make driving hazard-

ous. Windshields are smeared
with the crushed insects,

radiator grilles are jammed

'rvE'-sdu--ry-1s;Fl-Frtr--

winged insects, they go
still a final moult.

During the annual invasion,
the shiny, alrnost invisible
sl(ins moulted bv the insects
after they take" to the air'.
may be found in bushes or
other vegetatiorl along rhe
river bank.
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1916, September 24. Article describes
Bubbling Spring. and the large elm in
Glenwood Park. Minneapolis Tribune
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Index
Eloise Butler Years - 1907-1933
The index is in four parts: 1) People, place names and topics; 2) Historical photos and
maps; 3) Selections of Eloise Butler's writings; 4) Illustrated plants.
Most place names are sources of plants for the Wild Flower Garden
Agassiz Association, 7,95,96,112,114,137,143,175,199,218,226,234,239
Aler, Lulu May, 234,236
Altrowitz, Abe, 148,281
American Florists and Ornamental Horticulturists, 63
Andrews Nursery, Boulder CO, 122,126,142,145,154
Ann Arbor, MI, 191,199
Annals of the Wild Life Reserve, 27,78,81,94,95,113,126
Anoka MN, 25,155,167,175,176,190,191,192,198,203,234,235,253
Appleton ME, 7,18,21,26,29,30,47,115,156,182,213
Armory Gardens, 137
Arnold Arboretum, 64,69,188
Asbury Hospital, Bloomington. 41
Askov MN (Ferndale Nursery), 199,203,226,228
Atlantic City, 233,239
Audubon, 98,236
Avery, Ken, 2,100,154,167,190,192,205,206,237,245
Babcock, John W. & Susan, 95,111,122,127,129,197,209,224-226,241,243,250,252,253
Babcock's Garden/Yard, 86,45,103,127,133,139,145,149,153,190,191,216
Barksdale WI, 203-206,216,218,223,224,226,227,233-235
Barnesville, OH, 203,205,227
Bear Hill, MA, 26,29
Bees, Italian, 153,158
Belt Line Bridge, 107,139,159
Beulah ND, 185
Big Island, Lake Minnetonka, MN, 25,28
Birch Pond, 17,43,118,127,144,158,176,217,227,230,234
Bird bath, 124.125,131,141,168,197,204
Bird feeding station, 165,234,236
Birds in general, 79,80,99
Birds-specific
• Barred Owl, 19
• Bitterns, 63,131
• Black-billed Cookoo, 98
• Bluebirds, 25,78,89,130,158,182,189
• Bohemian Waxwings, 36
• Cowbird, 123,183
• Crow, 34,125
• Grackles, 204
• Great Horned Owl, 114, 130
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• Grosbeak, 80,125
• Hawk - Red Shouldered, 62,63
• Hawk - Sparrow, 153
• Night Hawks, 80
• Owl, long-eared, 78,147
• Pheasants, 158,183,224,242
• Phoebes, 113,125,130,163
• Ruffled Grouse, 98
• Screech Owl, 163
• Sparrow Hawk, 153
• Virginia Rail, 153,267
• Whip-poor-will, 163
• Woodcock, 124,152,242
Blooming Prairie, MN, 107
Boeglin, Louis, 160,272
Bossen, C. A., 244,250-51,271
Botanical Nurseries, Lapeer, MI, 150
Boulder CO, 50,59,61,66,78,82,122,126,142,145,154
Brainerd MN, 204
Brook Park, MN, 149,154
Brownie's Pond, 36,86,127
Bryan, MN, 184
Bryan, NE, 190-192
Bubbling Spring, 4,5,198,234,241,244-246
Burnsville MN, 176
Cactus Rockery, 166,175,182,215
Castine, ME, 156
Catholic Seminary, St. Paul, MN, 80
Chase, Mr. (Boulder CO), 50,59,66
Chetek, WI, 118
Cokato MN, 33,37
Columbia Heights, MN, 55,78,83,90,138,234
Coon Lake, 127,139
Cram, Gertrude, 63,225,227,234,253,254
Crone Plantations, 166,169,212,215,217
Crone, Martha, 2,3,5,6,9,18,21,27,28,29,34,35,39,44,46,63,65,95,100,102,116,123,132,
150,154,155,158,159,165,166,167,172-176,182,185,189,190,192,197,199,202, 204,206,217,
218,225,228,233,235,236,243,249-254,273
Crone, William (Bill), 5,165,197,204,215,217,223,232,248,253
Cumberland Falls, KY, 155
Dam in the Garden, 27,65,74,98,101,123,143,148,186,241,243,247,267
Davidson, Mrs. Gaylord, 184,204,208,212
Deephaven, MN, 184,1856
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Delphi IN, 199,206,216,218
Denison, IA, 159,173,185
Dreer's Nursery, Philadelphia, PA, 150
Drought, 63,173,175,177,200,216,224
Duluth, MN, 204,206
Eastern State Normal School, Castine Maine, 7
Eau Claire, WI, 114,119,149
Echo Lake, 86,114
Eden Prairie, MN, 86
Eloise Butler - throughout
Eloise Butler Memorial Association, 253,269-71
Eloise Butler Memorial Tablet, 269
Eloise Butler Oak, 199
Eloise Butler's letters to Martha and Bill Crone - see separate index section, 293
Eloise Butler's writings - selected excerpts - see separate index section, 294
Enchanted Isle, 55
Endymion, 112
Erickson, Carl, 154,158,160,250
Excelsior MN, 204
Excelsior Springs MO, 37
Exeter NH, 38,190,191,192
Expansion, ND, 154
Ferndale Nursery, Askov MN, 199,203,226,228
Flour City Iron Works, 253,269
Fort Snelling, 9,33,37,46,55,58,66,68,78,82,90,114,132,138,159,191,226,227
Foss, Elizabeth, 64,224,225,269-70
Franklin, MA, 61,66,78,127
Franklin Ave. Bridge, 138,139
Frazee, MN, 159
Frazer, Mrs. Pearl, 248,250,254
Fridley, MN, 112,116,159,176
Frontenac, MN, 44
Futcher, J. S., 5,236
Garden Club of Minneapolis, 8,39
Garden Fences, 4,5,6, 7,27,33,50,51,112,143,148,151,164,165,169,174,206,234,239-243
Garden Name, 2,3,203,207,213
Garden Office, 2,5,6,27,65,95,97,101,111-113,125,131,137,141,152–153,168,183,190 218,224,
232,250,253,253,261,267,281
Garden Pool, 6,63,65,74,75,123,143,148,186,233,237,253
Garden tour notice, 42
Gillett's Nursery, 25,28,33,37,40,41,44,45,52,53,61,63,66,67,69,78,82,111,112,116 122,130,
131,133,136,137,139,142,145,167,189,192,224,226
Glen Lake MN, 204
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Glenwood Lake, 80
Glenwood Park, 2,7,9,10,11,14,15,17,23,26,30,33,38,42,43,46,64,69,78,86,90,105,107114,116,
119,127 132,133,134,137,138,147,149,154,155,158,159,164,174, 184,191,198,204,
216,226,234,263
Glenwood Springs, 26,30,34,68,78,86,146,192
Grand Forks, ND, 166-168,175,184,189
Grand Marais, MN, 167,176,191,225,227
Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter, 7,24,95-98,112,114,137,143,175,197,199,217-18,226,
234,239
Great Medicine Spring, 7
Great Northern Bus barn, 227
Gross, Francis A., 251-2,269,271
Groveland Park, St. Paul, MN, 33,59,114
Hadden, Mrs. John, 224,225,269,271
Hall, Jennie, 269,270
Happy Valley, 189
Hardscrabble Point, Lake Minnetonka, 183
Hastings, MN, 190,192
Hastings, NE, 61,66
Hawkins, WI, 28
Hay Dr. George Upram; 23,148
Healy, Louisa, 82,90,224,225,264
Hellander, Martha 2,3,4,18,20,23,24,36,39,41,42,44,47,51,63,80,94,132,157,165,177,184,191,
203,204,234,244,252
Hermit's Cave, 50
Hind, Mrs., 191,204
Hopkins, MN, 105
Hone, Daisy, 99
Horsford's Nursey, Charlotte VT, 48,52,100,107,114,116,122,136,137,139,142
Indianapolis, IN, 161,175,180,199
Ipswich, Ma, 21,59
Isle Royal, 149
Itaska Park, MN, 145,173
Jefferson Highway, Champlin MN, 152,154
Jepson, Mrs. John, 185,267
Jewell's Nursey, Lake City, MN, 34,35,58
Johnson, Mrs., 184,204,224,225,263
Kelsey's Nursey, 20,33,37,45,46,48,52,53,61,66,67,69,95,122,127,130,147,149,153,175,198
Lake Geneva, WI, 160
Lake Harriet Rose Garden, 137
Lake Independence, 198
Lake Johanna, 90,107
Lake Kabecona (Kabekona), 173,177
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Lake Margaret, Pequot, MN, 131,133
Lake Minnetonka, 26,27,28,29,78,99,183
Lakewood Chapel, 250
Leavitt, Clara, 147,184,224,225,249,253,263,269,270
Leffel Lake, 190
Little Sahara, 182,215
Logansport, IN, 59,69,78,90
Loose-Wilds Biscuit Co., 97
Lotus, American, 176,217,223,229,231
Luce Line RR, 107,127,198
Lucking, Greg, 273
Lutzen, MN, 139
Lyndale Ave. River Bottoms, 160,168
Lyndale Gardens, 139
Lynn, MA, 156
Mackey, Ontairo, 18,63
Madison, MN, 204
Magnolia, MA, 78,90
Mahtomedi, MN, 8,20,22,25,26,30,33,37,55,66,86,105,114,128,132,133
Malden MA, 8,10,18,21,24,25,26,29,35,39,43,46,47,48,48,61,63,78,83,86,112,122,130,136,157
158,166,167,172,174,182,183,189,191,197,200,202-205,215,223,226,234,248,250,253
Mallard Pool, 6,176,233,234,236,239-246,254
Maltby, MI, 154
Martin, Mildred, 79
Medicine Lake, MN, 105,149
Meeker, Mary, 36,40,41,43,62,63,80,113-115
Melchior, Mr., 253,269
Mendota, MN, 55,105,128,168,189,216
Merkert, Miss, 250,253
Merrian Park, St. Paul, MN, 90
Mille Lacs Lake, MN, 10,145,203
Minneapolis Journal , 63,137,158,250,252,257
Minneapolis Public Library, 3,24,32,51,132,138,142,147,254
Minneapolis Tribune/Star , 7,27,36,40-44,47,63-65,71,81,99,137,148,151,158,163-66,183,
199, 215,254,272-283
Minneapolis Women's Club, 39,49
Minnehaha, 9,10,21,24,26,28,30,34,37,40,55,58,66,78,86,90,97,98,102,127,128,132,138,
150,154,157,167,174
Minnesota Academy of Science; 32,36,44
Minnesota Clubwoman , 185,266
Minnesota Horticulturalist, 47
Minnesota Mycological Society, 248
Minnesota State Fair, 32,36,43,50,63,80,99,114,125,131
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Minnetonka Mills MN, 204
Minnetonka, MN, 25,33,34,38,41,55,59,79,83,86,105,145,204
Monarch, 3,48,97,101,166,173,204,216,268,272
Montevideo, MN, 59,83,86
Mound MN, 20,21
Mushroom Club, 216
Mushrooms, 80,100,125,148,216
Muskrat, 98,123,239
Naldrett, H. S. -Kelway & Son, 99
Native Plant Reserve, 2,3,5,64,184,199,200,206,247,264,267,270
Needham, MA, 21,26,29
New Brunswick, Canada, 23,148
Ninemile Creek, 198
Nisswa MN, 204
Northern enclosure, 165,236,245
North Meadow, 4,5,155,165,186,241,244,245
Northome, MN, 139,167,190,204
Northrup King, 36
Nova Scotia, 18,21
Nowthen MN, 226
O'Brian's Lake, 176
Old Andrew, 4,50,64,76,94
Orchard Gardens, 176
Orchard Lake, MN, 86
Osceola, WI, 20,33,37,55,79,86
Pabody, E. F., 248,249
Park Board Nursery, 43,66,78,81,90,100,126,145,147,155,198,204,216
Pease, Cora, 8,18,24,34,77,100,130.166,197
Pedometer, 200,202-207,208
Pelican Lake, MN, 132,133
Phelps, Mrs., 253,264
Pig in the garden, 112
Pillsbury, A. F., 251,252,271
Pine Coulee, St. Paul, MN, 86,107
Pinetum, 25,33,168,190
"Plateau", the, 24,79,95,157,158,168,174,183,184,224
Point Douglas, MN, 25,175
Polley, Jessie, 61,95,111
Port Arthur, 225,227
Prior Lake, MN, 176
Providence, RI, 130
Puffball Flats, 35,80
Quaking Bog, 46,51,69,86,105,118,153,154,156,203,216,234
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Rhinelander, WI, 154
Rip Van Winkle, 112
Riverside Park, 191
Robbins Blueridge Nursery, Ashford NC, 184,224
Roberts, Thomas S., 79,98,145,251
Rohl, Mr., 185
Roley-Poley, 112
Rook, Mrs, 190,192,199
Round Pond, MA, 26,29
Royal, NE, 184,186,191,192
Sandy Lake, 102,105
Saratoga Springs, 7
Sarona WI, 226,234
Savage, MN, 34,38,116,168
School Science and Mathematics , 32
Schussler, Edith, 199,224,225
Schussler, Olaf, 199
Shakopee, MN, 126,217
Snapping Turtle, 131
Society for the Preservation of Wild Flowers, 158,163
Solon Springs, WI, 59,69,114,116,119,190
South High School, 8,17,281
Spooners, 148,164
Spring Valley, WI, 139
St. John, New Brunswick; 23
Stony Brook, MA, 20,21,26,29
Strand's Nursery, Taylor's Falls, MN, 40,116
Sugar Hill, NH, 114
Superior Blvd., 132,145
Taylor, Nellie, 204
Taylor's Falls MN, 40,102,114,115,116,198
Teasel, 162,195,199
Teeuwen, Lloyd & Leroy, 202,233,241,253-54
The Bellman , 27,64,65,72,126,247
"The Forty", 59
The Fringed Gentian™, 132,19,237
The Wild Gardener , 2,20,23,36,41,42,44,51,63,133,165,166,205,247,252
Thomaston ME, 184,186
Tillisch, Miss Mary, 97,98,160
Toledo OH, 191,195
Tornados, 173,175,177,184
Trenton, WI, 176
Vancouver Island, 156
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Wahoo Glen, Fort Snelling, 227
Warren, ME, 176
Waseca, MN, 184,185,204
Washburn Park, 9,26,30,55,133
Waterville MN, 185
White Bear Lake, 8,9,160
Wilkins, Susan, 40,160
William's Nursery, Exeter, NH, 38,192
Winter Pond, MA, 26,29,30,49
Wirth, Theodore, 24,77,81,99,166,189,194,217,248,250-253,263,269,270-71
Woman's Club of Minneapolis, 8,39
Woodchuck, 123,136
WPA, 165
Zumbra Heights, 38
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List of historical photos and maps
Appleton Maine; 47,111,182
Birch Pond Aug. 5, 1950; 144
Bird Feeding Station, 1936; 165,236,237
Birdbath with Goldfinches, 1934; 125,131
Bossen, Christian A; 251
Butler farm in Maine; 95,136
Cardinal Flower and Boneset in wetland, 1948; 136
Castine Maine; 61,122
Cora Pease house at Malden, 24,39,130,157,163,203
Cora Pease; 77
Dr. Thomas S. Roberts; 99,250
Eight-boled Birch; 174
Eloise Butler 1931 Birthday Party; 223,224,225
Eloise Butler and friends at Glenwood Springs, ca1900; 142
Eloise Butler and sister Cora; 197
Eloise Butler at Mallard Pool, 1932; 240
Eloise Butler at new Birdbath, 1917; 124
Eloise Butler ca. 1920 holding sprig of flowers; 142
Eloise Butler in 1924; 164
Eloise Butler in Quaking Bog, 1911; 47,156
Eloise Butler memorial - dedication of the Butler Memorial Tablet; 272
Eloise Butler memorial - park Commissioners in the Garden, 1933-34; 251,252,270-71
Eloise Butler memorial - planting the memorial pin oak; 252
Eloise Butler memorial tablet, 253,269,270
Eloise Butler outside Garden Office; 111
Eloise Butler studio portrail ca 1930; 233
Eloise Butler with Clara Leavitt at office; 147
Eloise Butler with Monarch; 173,273
Eloise Butler, ca 1890; 7,77
Eloise Butler, ca 1910-20; 32,142
Eloise Butler, ca. 1930 #2; 215
Eloise Butler, ca. 1930; 189,215
Eloise Butler, Elizabeth Foss, Mary Meeker, 1931; 64
Eloise Butler's 1924 fences as seen in 1932; 165
Eloise Butler's 1924 fences as seen in 1936; 236
Fall East hillside in 1955; 202
Garden Office 1952; 24
Garden Office in 1935; 95
Garden Office, February 29, 1936; 97
Garden Office in April 1949; 152
Garden Office in February 1956, 153
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Garden Office in March 1953, 189
Garden Office in fall foliage, 1950; 215
Garden Pool, 65, 81
Garden scenes in Winter 1933; 248,249
Garden trees on Christmas Day, 1932; 232
Glenwood Park - 1904, 17
J. W. Babcock house; 111,122
Mallard Pool area in 1938; 243
Mallard Pool area in 2018 & 2020; 246
Mallard Pool area in 1947; 244
Map of Garden after 1944; 5,237
Map of Garden after 1993; 6
Map of Garden in 1912; 4,94,184,234,242
Martha Crone; 132,250
Monarch; 173,272,273
The Fernery at the Wild Flower Garden, 1913; 141
Theodore Wirth; 251
Violet Way with view of Garden Office; 61
Wetland in May 1952; 182

Selections from the texts of Eloise Butler's writings
- Annals of the Wild Life Reserve In order of appearance.
Occult Experiences of a Wild Gardener, selections; 23,121,129
Obtaining Squirrel Corn; 27
Article in School Science and Mathematics, 1910; 32,33
Article in Minnesota Horticulturalist , 1911; 47
Letter to Theodore Wirth, 1914; 77
Animal, Bird and Insect Life in the Wild Garden, 1914; 79
Finding the White Cypripedium , 1914; 82
Old Andrew; 94
Fragrance in the Wild Garden, 1915; 96
Notable Features of my Wild Garden, 1915; 97,101
Effective Coloring in the Wild Garden that is not due to flowers, 1915; 101
Letter to the Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter, May 1916, 112,113
A Visit to Interstate Park in Search of the Fragrant Fern, 1915; 115
A Collection of Garden Experiences 1916; 121
1917 Bird Bath; 124
The Wild Botanic Garden - Early History , 1926; 134,186
Ferns in the Wild Garden - 1919; 140
Garden Principles, 1920; 143
An Autobiographical Sketch ; 156
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The Plateau, 1926; 168
Trees in the Wild Garden, 1926; 173,184
The Wild Garden in 1925 ; 177
Shrubs in the Wild Garden, 1926; 183
Spring Exhibits in the Native Plant Reserve, 1928; 200
The Wild Garden in 1930 ; 216,217
The Mallard Pool, 233; 239 [full text]
Letters to Martha and Bill Crone
November 16, 1923; 161
November 29, 1924; 169
January 24, 1925; 178
November 3, 1925; 180
January 11, 1926; 187
January 9, 1927; 194
October 29, 1927; 195
November 3, 1927; 196
November 16, 1928; 201
January 2, 1929; 208
January 23, 1929; 210
February 2, 1929; 211
November 27, 1929; 212
January 3, 1930; 220
October 28, 1930; 221
January 1, 1931; 229
August 14, 1931; 231
January 11, 1932; 238
January 11, 1933; 255
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Plant Index - only plants illustrated in the text
Achillea millefolium , 85
Adam and Eve, 10
Adlumia fungosa, 92
Agrostemma githago, 87
Ague-weed, 91
Alderleaf Buckthorn, 56
Aletris farinosa , 54
Allegheny Monkey Flower, 38,44
Allegheny Vine, 93
Allium stellatum , 219
Allium tricoccum, 150
Amelanchier canadens is, 80,92
American Alumroot, 67
American Dog Violet, 78
American Dragonhead, 87
American Fly Honeysuckle, 120
American Licorice, 140
American Lotus, 176,217
American Marsh Pennywort, 11
American White Water Lily, 56
Amerorchis rotundifolia , 60
Amorpha fruticosa, 53
Amorpha nana , 51
Amsonia taberaemontana, 219
Anaphalis margaritacea , 70
Andromeda polifolia , 31
Andropogon gerardii, 108
Anemone caroliniana , 67
Anemone patens , 123,134
Anemone quinquefolia, 112
Aniseroot, 43
Aplectrum hyemale , 10
Apocynum cannabinum , 67
Appalachian Barren Strawberry, 104
Aralia hispida, 146
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi , 37
Arethusa bulbosa , 206
Arisaema dracontium , 60
Aromatic Aster, 59

Atlantic Camas, 91
Aureolaria pedicularia , 88
Baptisia bracteata, 235
Baptisia tinctoria , 67
Barbera vulgaris, 103
Bearberry, 37
Berteroa incana , 168
Berula erecta , 42
Betula nigra , 175
Bichnell's Geranium, 106
Bidens coronata , 57
Biennial Gaura, 219
Biennial Wormwood, 108
Big Blue Stem, 108
Big-bract Verbena, 106
Bird's-foot Violet, 9
Black Huckelberry, 53
Black Oak, 70,131
Blanketflower, 84
Blue-eyed Mary, 103
Bluebead, 10
Bluejacket, 104
Blue Grama, 57
Blunt Spike Rush, 109
Blunt-leaf Orchid, 134
Blunt-lobe Cliff Fern, 28
Bog Labrador Tea, 70
Bog Laurel, 53
Bog Rosemary, 31
Boltonia asteroides, 56
Boltonia, 56
Boreal Bog Orchid, 70
Bouteloua curtipendula , 58
Bouteloua oligostachya , 57
Brasenia schreberi , 31
Braun's Holly Fern, 289
Brickellia eupatorioides , 56
Brides Feathers, 140
Bristly Sarsaparilla, 146
Brittle Prickly Pear, 84
Broadleaf Arrowhead, 38
Broadleaf Burweed, 56
Buffaloberry, 85
Buffalobur Nightshade, 146
Bull's Coraldrops, 57
Burnweed, 155
Calopogon tuberosus , 46
Calylophus serrulatus, 106
Calypso bulbosa , 67,79
Camassia scilloides, 91
Campanula rapunculoides , 193
Campanula rotundifolia , 21

Arrowleaf Rattlebox, 26
Artemisia absinthium, 119
Artemisia biennis , 108
Artemisia campestris, 108
Artemisia dracunculoides, 108
Artemisia frigida , 58
Aruncus dioicus , 140
Asclepias ovalifolia , 105
Asiatic Dayflower, 87
Aspidium fragrans , 118
Asplenium rhizophyllum , 20
Asplenium trichomanes , 117
Astragalus crassicarpus , 34
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Canadian Gooseberry, 88
Cannabis sativa, 92
Cardamine pensylvanica , 103
Cardamine pratensis , 45
Cardinal Flower, 136
Carolina Anemone, 67
Carolina Larkspur, 35
Carolina Pucccoon, 56
Carolina Rose, 216
Carolina Spring Beauty, 53
Castilleja coccinea, 37
Catberry, 133

Crotalaria sagittalis , 26

Chelone obliqua, 183
Chenopodium capitatum, 58
Chicory, 105
Chimaphila umbellata, 118
Chinquapin Oak, 152
Christmas Fern, 114
Cichorium intybus, 105
Cicuta maculata , 26
Clammy Ground Cherry, 146
Claytonia caroliniana , 53
Claytonia virginica , 9
Clematis occidentalis, 65
Clematis verticillaris , 64
Climbing Nightshade, 91
Clinton Fern, 117
Clintonia boreali s, 10
Coastal Jointweed, 91
Collinsia verna, 103
Commelina communis, 87
Common Bladderwort, 67
Common Butterwort, 168
Common Ground Juniper, 117
Common Hops, 155
Common Motherwort, 56
Common Reed, 110
Common Wormwood, 119
Compass Plant, 69
Comptonia peregrina, 96
Convolvulus arvensis , 228
Coptis trifolia , 20
Coral Berry, 31
Corallorhiza maculata , 29
Corallorhiza trifida , 18
Coralroot, 18, 29
Corn Cockle, 87
Cornus obliqua, 68
Corydalis aurea , 84
Cow Soapwort, 90
Cranberry, Large, 40
Crimson-eyed Rose Mallow, 19
Crookedstem Aster, 140

Cypripedium parviflorum var pub'cens , 62
Dalea villosa, 92
Dame's Rocket, 98
Dasiphora fruticosa , 93
Datura stramonium, 119
Daucus carota , 150,197
Decodon verticullatus , 86
Deer Grass, 49
Delphinium carolinianum, 35
Deparia acrostichoide s, 28
Desert False Indigo, 53
Devil's Tongue Prickly Pear, 192
Dicentra canadensis , 27
Dioscorea villosa , 11,35
Ditch Stonecrop, 91
Dotted Blazing Star, 59
Downy Gentian, 59,126
Downy Phlox, 11
Dracocephalum parviflorum, 87
Dragon's Mouth, 206
Drosera anglica , 31
Drosera rotundifolia , 19
Drummond's Aster, 93
Dryopteris carthusiana, 45
Dryopteris clintoniana , 117
Dryopteris expansa , 41
Dryopteris filix-mas , 134
Duck Potato, 35
Dwarf Crested Iris, 200
Dwarf (Fragrant) False Indigo, 51
Dwarf Ginseng, 21
Dwarf Primrose, 227
Dwarf Spike-moss, 87
Early Buttercup, 40
Early Coralroot, 18
Early Goldenrod, 91
Eastern Bluestar, 219
Eastern Daisy Fleabane, 185
Eastern Purple Coneflower, 103
Eastern Teaberry, 117

Crowned Beggarsticks, 57
Cuckoo Flower, 45
Cucumber Root, 30
Curly-cup Gumweed, 35
Cuscuta glomerata , 88
Cutleaf Water Parsnip, 42
Cynoglossum officinale , 128
Cypress Spurge, 43
Cypripedium acaule , 8
Cypripedium arietinum , 100,108
Cypripedium candidum , 60,78
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Echinacea angustifolia , 103
Echinacea purpurea , 103
Elecampane, 60
Eleocharis obtusa , 109
English Sundew, 31
Epigaea repens, 119,190
Epilobium angustifolium , 63
Epipactis decipiens, 117
Erechtites heiracifolia, 155
Erigenia bulbosa , 205
Erigeron annuus , 185
Erigeron pullchellus , 144
Eriocaulon aquaticum, 89
Eryngium yuccifolium, 159
Euphorbia cyathophora , 63,69
Euphorbia cyparissias , 43
Euphoria marginata, 109
European Bellflower, 193
Fairy Slipper Orchid, 67,79
False Boneset, 56
Fern-leaf False Foxglove, 88
Fewleaf Sunflower, 87
Field Bindweed, 228
Field Hop Clover, 92
Field Sagewort, 108
Field Sow Thistle, 98,106

Goodyera oblongifolia , 117
Grape Honeysuckle, 109
Grasspink, 46
Gratiola aurea, 31
Green Adder's Mouth, 146
Green Arrow Arum, 41
Green Dragon, 60
Grindelia squarrosa , 35
Grooved Yellow Flax, 92
Groundplum Milkvetch, 34
Gypsy Flower, 128
Hairy Beardtongue, 104
Hairy False Goldenaster, 84
Hairy Four O'clock, 70
Hairy Honeysuckle, 120
Halberdleaf Rosemallow, 54
Halenia deflexa, 176
Handsome Harry, 49
Harbinger of Spring, 205
Harebell, 21
Heal-all, 60
Heart-leaved Aster, 174
Helianthus maximiliani, 54
Helianthus occidentalis, 87
Helianthus pauciflorus , 89
Helianthus strumosus, 54
Hemlock Water Parsnip, 134
Hemp, 92
Henbit Deadnettle, 138
Hesperis matronalis , 98
Heterotheca villosa , 84
Heuchera americana, 67
Hibiscus laevis , 54
Hibiscus Moscheutos , 19
Hieracium aurantiacum , 206
Hoary Alyssum, 168
Hooked Spur Violet, 155
Hooker's Orchid, 29
Hop Tree, 17
Horsefly Weed, 67
Horsemint, 58
Hudsonia tomentosa , 176
Humulus lupulus, 155
Hydrocotyle americana , 11
Hylotelephium telephium , 193
Hypoxis hirsuta, 33
Ilex mucronata , 133
Indian Pipe, 30
Inula helenium , 60
Ionactis linariifolius, 70
Iris cristata , 200
Jimsonweed, 119
Juniperus communis , 117

Fireweed, 63
Four-point Evening Primrose, 43
Fourflower Yellow Loosestrife, 53
Foxglove Beardtongue, 1043
Fragrant Fern, 118
Fringed Gentian, 21
Fringed Milkwort, 21
Gaillardia aristata, 84
Galearis spectabilis , 11
Garden Phlox, 92
Gaultheria procumbens , 117
Gaura biennis , 219
Gaylussacia baccata , 53
Gaywings, 21,79
Gentiana puberulenta (puberula) , 59,126
Gentiana quinquefolia , 91
Gentianopsis crinita , 21
Gentianopsis virgata , 109
Geranium bicknellii , 106
Geranium robertianum, 139
Ginseng, 11
Glyceria canadensis, 70
Glycyrrhiza lepidota, 140
Goats-rue, 120
Golden Corydalis, 84
Golden Hedge Hyssop, 31
Goldmoss Stonecrop, 84
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Kalmia polifolia , 53
Kidney-leaved Violet, 154
Kittentails, 57
Krigia biflora , 41
Labrador Tea, 70
Lamium amplexicaule, 138
Large Twayblade, 34
Large-flowered Trillium, 112
Larix laricina, 172
Late Horse Gentian, 44
Leafy Green Orchis, 106
Ledum groenlandicum , 70
Leonurus cardiaca , 56
Lesser Purple Fringed Orchid, 22
Liatris punctata , 59
Liatris squarrosa, 160
Lilac Penstemon, 42
Linnea borealis , 85
Linum sulcatum , 92
Liparis lilifolia , 34
Liparis loeselii , 25
Lithospermum caroliniense var. croceum , 56

Marsh Hedge Nettles, 38

Lithospermum incisum , 25
Little Bluestem, 108
Live Forever, 193
Lobelia cardinalis , 136
Lobelia spicata , 168
Long-headed Coneflower, 109,166
Longleaf Aster, 105
Lonicera caerulea, 120
Lonicera canadensis , 120
Lonicera hirsuta, 120
Lonicera oblongifolia, 109
Lonicera reticulata , 109
Lonicera villosa , 120
Louisiana Broomrape, 56
Lowland Rotala, 31
Lowland Yellow Loosestrife, 31
Lupinus perennis, 85
Lychnis chalcedonica, 110
Lycopodium clavatum, 117
Lycopodium obscurum var. dendroideum, 118
Lysimachia hybrida, 31
Lysimachia quadriflora, 53
Lysimachia quadrifolia , 68,193
Lysimachia terrestris , 58
Lythrum alatum , 49
Lythrum salicaria , 113,143,148
Maidenhair Spleenwort, 117
Malaxis unifolia, 146
Male Fern, 134
Maltese Cross, 110

Narrowleaf Coneflower, 103
Narrowleaf Evening Primrose, 46
Narrowleaf Stoneseed, 25
Nasturtium officinale , 89
Nelumbo lutea, 176,217
Nodding Lady's Tresses, 30
Nodding Smartweed, 87
Northern Bog Goldenrod, 137
Northern Bog Violet, 140
Northern Green Orchid, 106
Northern Slender Lady's Tresses, 146
Nymphaea odorata ssp. tuberosa , 56
Oblongleaf Bluebells, 97,104
Oenothera fruticosa , 46
Oenothera nuttallii , 128
Oenothera rhombipetala , 43
Oligoneuron album , 58
One-flowered Pyrola, 38,79
Onoclea sensibilis , 132
Onosmodium bejariense var. occidentale, 70
Opuntia fragilis , 84
Orange Hawkweed, 206
Orchis spectabilis , 11
Orobanche ludoviciana, 56
Osmorhiza longistylis , 43
Ovalleaf Milkweed, 105
Oxalis montana , 21
Oxalis violacea, 22
Pale Green Orchid, 106
Paleleaf Sunflower, 54

Marsh Arrowgrass, 158

Palespike Lobelia, 168
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Maryland Senna, 45
Maximillian Sunflower, 54
Meadow Goat's-beard, 128
Medeola virginiana , 30
Melilotus officinalis , 155
Mentha spicata , 118
Mertensia oblongifolia , 97,104
Mexican Hat, 166
Mimulus ringens , 37
Mirabilis hirsuta, 70
Missouri Goldenrod, 92
Moccasin Flower, 8
Monarda punctata , 58
Moneses uniflora, 38,79
Monotropa uniflora , 30
Moss Phlox, 48,54
Moth Mullein, 140
Motherwort, 56
Mountain Fly Honeysuckle, 120
Mountain Wood Sorrel, 21
Narrowleaf Cattail, 67
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Panax quinquefolius , 11
Panax trifolius , 21
Parthenocissus quinquefolia , 60
Pasque flower, 123,134
Pastinace sativa, 69
Pasture Rose, 216
Pearly Everlasting, 70
Pediomelum argophyllum , 89
Peltandra virginica , 41
Pennsylvania Bittercress, 103
Penstemon albidus , 22
Penstemon digitalis, 103
Penstemon gracilis , 42
Penstemon hirsutus , 104
Penthorum sedoides, 91
Persicaria amphibia , 228
Persicaria lapathifolis, 87
Phlox divaricata , 80
Phlox glaberrima , 67
Phlox maculata , 46
Phlox paniculata , 92
Phlox pilosa , 11

Prairie Loosestrife, 193
Prairie Rose, 127
Prairie Sagewort, 58
Prairie Trillium, 70
Prenanthes racemosa, 88
Prickly Pear, 84
Prickly Rose, 140
Primula mistassinica , 227
Prince's Pine, 118
Prunella vulgaris, 60
Ptelea trifoliata, 17
Purple Flowering Raspberry, 113
Purple Loosestrife, 113,143,148
Purple Milkwort, 31
Purple Rattlesnake Root, 88
Puttyroot, 10
Pyrola elliptica, 90
Queen Anne's Lace, 150,197
Quercus coccinea , 200
Quercus muehlenbergii, 152
Quercus velutina, 70,131
Ramshead Lady-slipper, 100,108

Phlox subulata , 48,54
Phragmites australis, 110

Ranunculus aquatilis var. diffusus , 119
Ranunculus fascicularis , 40

Physalis heterophylla, 146
Physalis virginiana , 155
Pickerel-weed, 57
Pinguicula vulgaris , 168
Pink Yarrow, 85
Pitcher Plant, 8
Plains Wild Indigo, 235
Plantago plantagonia , 128
Platanthera aquilonis, 106
Platanthera dilatata , 70
Platanthera flava, 106
Platanthera hookerii , 29
Platanthera obtusata ssp. obtusata , 134
Platanthera psycodes , 21
Pogonia ophioglossiodes, 88
Polanisia dodecandra, 88
Polygala paucifolia , 21,79
Polygala sanguinea , 31
Polygala senaga, 84
Polygala verticillata , 31
Polygonella artriculata , 91
Polyphorus frondosus , 251
Polystichum acrostichoides , 114
Polystichum braunii , 28
Pontederia cordata , 57
Potentilla argentea , 150
Prairie Coneflower, 109
Prairie Dock, 160
Prairie Dogbane, 67
Prairie Goldenrod, 58

Ratibida columnifera , 109,166
Rattlesnake Mannagrass, 70
Rattlesnake Master, 159
Red Turtlehead, 183
Rhammus alnifolia , 56
Rhexia virginica , 49
Rhododendron groenlandicum, 70
Ribes glandulosum , 68
Ribes oxyacnathoides , 88
Riddell's Goldenrod, 93
River Birch, 175
Robert's Geranium, 139
Robin's Plantain, 144
Rope Dodder, 88

Rorippa sylvestris , 147
Rosa acicularis , 140
Rosa arkansana , 127
Rosa blanda , 100
Rosa carolina, 216
Rose Pogonia, 88
Rosinweed, 185
Rotala ramosior, 31
Roughseed Clammyweed, 88
Round-leaved Orchis, 60
Roundleaf Sundew, 19
Rubus odoratus, 113
Rudbeckia subtomentosa, 150
Rudbeckia triloba, 160
Running Clubmoss, 117
Russet Buffalberry, 67
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Sagittaria latifolia , 38
Sagittaria rigida , 89
Sarracenia purpurea , 8
Scaly Blazing Star, 160
Scarlet Globemallow, 127
Scarlet Indian Paintbush, 37
Scarlet Oak, 200
Schizachyrium scoparium , 108
Scirpus eriophorum, 119
Sedum acre , 84
Selaginella rupestris, 87
Self-heal, 60
Selkirk's violet, 149
Seneca Snakeroot, 84

Solidago missouriensis, 92
Solidago riddelli , 93
Solidago uliginosa var. uliginosa , 137
Sonchus arvensis, 98,106
Sonchus asper , 89
Sparganium eurycarpum , 56
Spearment, 118
Sphaeralcea coccinea ssbsp. coccinea, 127
Spicy Wintergreen, 117
Spinulose Woodfern, 45
Spiny Sowthistle, 89
Spiranthes cernua , 30
Spiranthes lacera, 146
Spotted Beebalm, 58

Senna marilandica , 45
Sensitive Fern, 132
Sessilefruit Arrowhead, 89
Seven-angle Pipewort, 89
Shadblow Serviceberry, 80,92
Shepherdia argentea, 85
Shepherdia canadensis , 67
Short's Aster, 185
Showy Lady's-slipper 62
Showy Orchis, 11
Shrubby Cinquefoil, 93
Sibbaldiopsis tridentata , 68
Sideoats Grama, 58
Silene stellata , 33
Silky Aster, 204
Silky Dogwood, 68
Silky Prairie Clover, 92
Silphium integrifolium , 185
Silphium laciniatum, 69
Silphium terebinthinaceum, 160
Silver Buffaloberry, 85
Silver Scurf-pea, 89
Silvery Cinquefoil, 150
Silvery Spleenwort, 28
Single Delight, 38,79
Sium suave , 134
Skunk Currant, 68
Sky Blue Aster, 198
Small Northern Bog Orchid, 134
Small White Lady's-slipper, 60,78
Smaller Fringed Gentian, 109
Smooth Aster, 60
Smooth Phlox, 67
Smooth Rose, 100
Snow on the Mountain, 109
Snow Trillium, 232
Solanum dulcamara , 91
Solanum rostratum , 146
Solidago caesia , 68
Solidago juncea , 91

Spottted Water Hemlock, 26
Spreading Woodfern, 41
Spurred Gentian, 176
Square-stemmed Monkey Flower, 38
Squirrel Corn, 27
Stachys palustris, 38
Starflower, 22
Starry Campion, 33
Stiff Aster, 70
Stiff Gentian, 91
Stiff Sunflower, 89
Strawberry Blite, 58
Streptopus lanceolatus , 25
Striped Creme Violet, 104
Strophostyles helvola, 235
Swamp Candles, 58
Swamp Loosestrife, 86
Swamp-fly Honeysuckle, 109
Sweet Black-eyed Susan, 150
Sweet Clover, 155
Sweet Fern, 96
Sweet White Violet, 118
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus , 31
Symphylum officinale, 62
Symphyotrichum cordifolium, 174
Symphyotrichum drummondii , 93
Symphyotrichum laeve, 60
Symphy. lanceolatum ssp. lanceolatum , 60
Symphyotrichum oblongifolium , 59
Symphyotrichum oolentangiense, 198
Symphyotrichum prenanthoides , 140
Symphyotrichum robynasianum , 105
Symphyotrichum sericeum , 204
Symphyotrichum shortii, 185
Synthyris bullii , 57
Tamarack, 62,172
Tanacetum vulgare, 36
Tansy, 36
Tarragon, 108
Tephrosia virginiana, 120
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Thin Leaf Coneflower, 160
Three-leaf Goldthread, 20

Western Silver Aster, 204
White Camas, 54

Three-toothed Cinquefoil, 68
Thyme-leaf Speedwell, 68

White Colicroot, 54
White Evening Primrose, 128

Toadshade, 146
Tradescantia ohiensis , 104
Tradescantia virginana , 22
Tragopogon pratensis , 128
Trailing Arbutus, 119,190
Trailing Wild Bean, 235
Tree Ground Pine, 118
Trientalis borealis , 22
Trifolium campestre , 92
Triglochin palustris , 158
Trillium grandiflorum , 112
Trillium nivale , 232
Trillium recurvatum , 70
Trillium sessile , 146
Triosteum perfoliatum , 44
Twin Flower, 85
Twisted Stalk Lily, 25
Two-flower Dwarf Dandelion, 41
Typha angustifolia , 67
Utricularia macrorhiza , 67
Vaccaria hispanica, 90
Vaccinium macrocarpon , 40
Verbascum blattaria , 140
Verbena bracteata , 106
Veronica anagallis-aquatica, 90
Veronica serphyllifolia , 68
Viola adunca var. adunca , 155
Viola blanda , 118
Viola labradorica , 78
Viola nephrophylla, 140
Viola pedata, 9
Viola renifolia , 154
Viola selkirkii, 149
Viola striata, 104
Violet Wood Sorrel, 22
Virginia Creeper, 60
Virginia Groundcherry, 155
Virginia Spiderwort, 22
Virginia Spring Beauty, 9
Virginia Tephrosia, 120
Waldsteinia fragarioide s, 104
Walking Fern, 20
Water Shield, 31
Water Smartweed, 228
Water Speedwell, 90
Watercress, 89
Wax-flower Shinleaf, 90
Western Blue Virgin's Bower, 64

White Lady's-slipper, 78
White Panicled Aster, 60
White Penstemon, 22
White Pond Lily, 56
White Water Crowfoot, 119
Whorled Loosestrife, 68
Whorled Milkwort, 31
Widows-frill, 33
Wild Anise, 44
Wild Blue Phlox, 80
Wild Comfrey, 62
Wild Hyacinth, 91
Wild Leek, 150
Wild Lupine, 85
Wild Onion, 219
Wild Parsnip, 69
Wild Poinsettia, 63,69
Wild Sweet William, 46
Wild Yam, 11,35
Winged Loosestrife, 49
Wood Anemone, 112
Woodsia obtusa , 28
Woolgrass, 119
Wooly Beach Heather, 176
Woolly Plantain, 128
Wreath Goldenrod, 68
Yellow (Early) Coralroot, 19
Yellow Clintonia, 9
Yellow Lady's-slipper, 62
Yellow Loosestrife, 58,253
Yellow Rocket, 103
Yellow Star Grass, 33
Yellow Sundrops, 106
Yellow Widelip Orchid, 25
Yellowcress - Creeping, 147
Zigadenus elegans, 54

Western Marbleseed, 70
Western Rattlesnake Plantain, 117
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Final notes
A note on the type:
The text is set primarily in Palatino serif type and Helvetica sans-serif type.
A note on the photos:
The plant photos used in this book have been made available under the Creative
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike (CC BY-SA 3.0). Under this attribution the photos
may be copied, redistributed or adapted to a particular purpose so long as credit is
given to the creator. Plant photos without author credit are by G D Bebeau. Photos of
other subjects and credited to others are used with permission for educational purposes,
for which The Friends thank them and the organization providing the photos.
Historical photos of the Garden taken by Martha Crone are from her collection of
Kodachrome slides which were given to the Friends by her daughter Janet, following
Martha’s death in 1989.
General references
• Eloise Butler’s Garden Log
• Martha Crone's Garden Log and her 1951 Census of plants in the Garden.
• Various papers and correspondence of Eloise Butler in the Martha Crone collection
at the Minnesota Historical Society.
• Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.

Additional Histories available on the Friends website in pdf format:
This Satisfying Pursuit - Martha Crone and the Wild Flower Garden
A book-length sketch of the Garden's second curator and founding member of The
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden. 176 pages, historical photos, documents, the known
correspondence between Eloise Butler and Martha Crone (the same as in this pdf), plus
index.
The Native Plant Reserve - 1933-1958
A companion volume to This Satisfying Pursuit. It provides a detailed narrative of each
year of Martha Crone's Curator years - 1933-1958, which are only summarized in the
previous book. 228 pages, historical photos and documents.
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