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SIGNS COF SPRING

When we start to receive the seed catalogs, we know
spring is on the way.

dow quickly we emerge from the snow and barren stalks
to the budding beauty of another spring. et occasionally
winter might have a last tling.

The tang of April air moves us to plant seeds and then
anxiously wait for the first bit of green to appear. For
spring is loved the most, when newness of buds and green leaves

. A are everywhere.

: ; ihe song of the birds that herald the dawn are a symphony

greatly longed for. Lkspecially when the thrushes break into
a delightful cadence of song. The beauty of that sound al-
ways remains a vivid memory.

The rosy flush of early dawn, the velvet dusk when day is done. Eeyond
the sundown is tomorrow and quickly today is turned into yesterday.

"It is the crimson, not the gray,

= That charms the twilight of all time

It is the promise of the day,
That makes the starry sky sublime."

Edwin Arlington Robinson -
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EARLY FLOWZRS

Many early flowers actually are able to melt tne snow and ice around and
above thew. The Snow Trilliums, Skunk Cacbage, Scillaes are out while snow still
rewsins on the ground,

Many flowers of the Swies Algs can thus bloow beneath a hard crust of ice,
snugly encased in a hollow sphere of crystal.

i‘he heat caused by rapid growth is enough to melt snow and ice. The dark
forest earth absorbts the warmth of sunlight better than any other kind of soil,
just as our dark colored cloths are warmer than light colored ones.

By the time the leaves overhead are out, the spring flowers have faded and
a short time laler, such as Eloodroots, vutchman's-breeches, Mertensia and some
others wither away and become dormant end are forgotten until the next spring.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

A cordial welcome is extended to the following who became members since
our lest report --

Mrs. Stusrt W. Wells, Jr. Wayzata, Minn.
Mrs. John Andrus, 111, Wayzata, Minn,
Mrs. G. R. Steiner Wayzata, Minn.
Mra. Edwin Dodge Wayzata, Minn.
Mre. Thomas M. Crosby Wayzata, Minn.
Mre. Edna C. McIntire Minneapolis, Minn.
Mr, W. D, Stone Minneapolis, Minn.
Mrs, Herold Stevning Minneapolis, Minn.
Mr. Clyde W. Thompson Minneapolis, Minn.
Mr. S. F. Pinkham Minneapolis, Minn.
Mrs, Carl H. Olson Minneapolia, Minn.
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AN EASY WAY TO TEST SOIL

You may find it interesting to test your soil, and the test is quite simple.
You comh buy red and blue litmus paper at the drug store very reasonably to make
the test. First moisten a little soil, knead into a ball, break open and insert
the blue litmus paper and leave for a minute or two, then remove the paper. If
it has turned red, your soil in on the acid side.

If it has remained blue, next test for alkalinity. Take a piece of red litmus
paper and use in the same way. If the red litmus paper turns blue, your soil
is sweet, or alkaline. If neither paper changes color, your soil is neutral.
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SPRING MONTHS

April is the month of irratic frosts and much can be ruined in a garden.

The Seilla blooms very early, it appears almost in a day. The small clusters
of 3 to 5 brilliantly blue flowers are most attractive. They come back each year
and spread freely, They are so rugged, they will manage to push through a tarvia
walk, They cams through a two inch layer of tarvia where they had been accidently
covered over in my garden. They should be planted in masses.

June is as prolific with shrub and tree bloom as May, but toward the end of
the month there is a notable slackening which is accentuated in July and of course,
reaches a climax from August to frost.
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File this issue with the others in your "Fringed Gentian" green cover,
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SPRING mUSHROOMING

muashrooms have always been held in high esteem and considered a delicasy.
Unless one is fawiliar with musnrooms, the springtime is the safest time to
gather them,

The uorely the choicest of all mushrooms, grows only during isay in this
locality and is easily identified. It is conical shaped and deeply pitted.
1t keeps well when dried in the oven or in the sun.

Some of the mushrooms have a 65 per cent protein potential. For those who
have a shortage of protein this is a good way to get it.

loday scientists are wmaking a research to determine if the old adage that
wusnrooms could retard cancer has any grounds. They especially are experiment-
ing with the species Boletus edulis.

delp in identirfying musrooms can always be obtained from the iinnesotas
«ycological Society, which meets every Monday evening during the months of Kay,
June, Sepltember and Ocgober at Walker Branch Library, 2%th esnd hennepin Ave.
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WATCHING FOR THE FIRST BIRUS

The spring migration of birds to the north for the nesting season is an
exciting sdventure.

The first to appear in any numbers are the Horned Larks which generally are
seen in March. But one must find an open area where snow drifts still remain.

Often the Robin 1s considered the first bird to return but if one had checked
clesely it would be found that many Robins remain here all winter.

The Red-winged blackbirds and Song Sparrows soon follow with others eppearing
regularly.

Two Yellow-shafted Flickers were observed march 7th prying wood boring ants
out off an old ocak tree.

The albino Grosbesk reported in our last issue was mistakenly identified.
It proved to be an albino House Sparrow.

fio doubt the news has spread far and wide about the sighting of the Lipper
or Water Quzel. It was seen January 29th in three different places on the North
Shore of Lake Superior. At the Temperance River, the Cascade River and the
Foplar River.

It is hoped that there were three different specimens rather than just one
seen several times. This is a western mountain bird and has never besen seen in
minnesota. The swift streame of the north shore would be an ideal place for then.,

LR S R R RS R R R A R R R R P R R P R R R P R L R RS R R

DID YOU KNOW

That the Navel Oranre nas no seeds? 100 years ago an orange grower in
Brazil noticed that a single brench of one of his trees was ditferent. The fruit
on this particular branch did not have any seeds in it.

Buds were taken from thie branch and grafted ontoother stock. These trees
grew fruit that was seedless, Over the years they have wultiplied until there
are thousands now in various areas,
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FROm THE PRESIULE('S LESK

March 23, 1970
I have a broken leg. Mrs.Crone's "Fringed Gentian" is late because of me.

We are in the process of turning over the Martha E. Crone Shelter to the
Park and Recreational Board with the stipulation that the Friends of the Wild
Flowee Garden, Inc., be consulted upon any future changes in the structure.
The Eloise Butler Wildi'lower and Bird Sanctuary will open, as usuall, on April
lst. Dedlication and Annual meeting will be scheduled when the "Garden" is in
all its spring glory.

We have accomplished what seemed impossible. Your Directors hope that
you all will be as pleased as we are with the "Shelter" as you are the oneas who
have done this through your enthusimstic contributions., We are leaving a few
of the exciting finish up "frostings on the ceke" until the bills are all in
and paid,

We have a magnificent 8l by 42 table in the msking --- the gift of Miss
Elizabeth Schutt in memory of her mother, Mrs. Clara k. Schutt who was such a
great friend of Miss Eloise Butler. We are hoping that the six 36 inch benches
will be given by Garden and Bird Clubs before our Annual Meeting. We'll be
inside this year, warmed by a crackling fire in Mr, & Mrs. Alexander Lean's
Heatolator fireplace -- a memorial to their daughter.

Now we have & real call out for volunteers to host the "Shelter" on daily
shifts of 9:30 to 12:30 and 12:30 to 3:30 with the exception of Sunday when
Mr. Kenneth Avery will take over. Saturday Shift from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

We are fortunate to have Mrs. Carl H. Olson take over the Chairmanship of this
committee. Her telephone is 825 - 1464. As I am house-bound, I'll be happy
to refer your calls to Mildred Olson if you can't reach her.

Qur heartfelt thanks to our Honorary Board for their wise council and
to all of you who have been a great help to me personally, and to others
of your Directors.

God bless you all

Cay Faragher

Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden" issued gquarterly.

Martha E. Crone Editor



