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Glenwood Park, Minneapolis, Minn.
Now called Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden

The idea of this institution of Minneapolis
arose from the difficulties experienced by the
teachers of botany in familiarizing their students
with living plants in their natural surroundings.
Long journeys were made with their classes only
to find but few widely scattered plants, that per-
haps by the next season were exterminated by
the needs of a rapidly growing city. Thereupon,
the plan was gradually evolved of obtaining, be-
fore it was too late, a plot of land that contained,
or would support, our choicest wild plants; and
to introduce, and by all persuasive means, as
preferred variations of soil, light, and moisture,
to establish therein as much as possible of the
entire flora of Minnesota. To secure protection
and permanency, it was also decided that the land
should be owned by the city and under park man-
agement. An ideal spot, fulfilling all require-
ments, was found in Glenwood Park, the largest
pleasure ground in Minneapolis, and of great nat-
ural beauty, interspersed, as it is, with hills that
afford far-reaching views and containing three
ponds of fair extent.

The Park Commissioners responded with ready
appreciation to the wishes of the teachers, and
granted them the chosen tract, which then com-
prised about three acres. Fromrtime to time more
than twenty acres, including outlying marshes,
have been added.

Early in April, 1907, the Wild Botanic Garden
was installed without any ceremony except by
taking a census of the indigenous flora, and by
introducing at once, among many others, such
distinctive plants as wahoo, bird's-foot violet,
early blue phlox, spring beauty, and hepatica.

The core of the reserve is a small tamarack
swamp, a sine qug non of wild garden. Here
flourish naturally plants most highly esteemed by
botanists: orchids of several species, sundew,
pitcher plants, Linnz=a, fringed gentians, Turk’s-
cap lily, and rare mosses and fungi. The sur-
rounding hillslopes, more or less wooded, support
many other desirable plants that require different
degrees of light and moisture.

On a knoll above the swamp and near the
south entrance of the reserve, a small convenient
office and tool house has been erected for the
use of the curator. Two sides of this building
have been recently embellished by a sort of per-
gola-trellis, which, when covered with vines, is
expected to enhance the picturesqueness of the
place. Near the office a large boulder has been
set and chiseled out for a bird bath, which is
often thronged by transients and steadily patron-
ized by birds that nest in the garden. The re-
serve has become a bird as well as a wild flower
sanctuary. Several birds that are doomed to ex-
tinction, if not protected, have been noted within
the precincts, as the crested wood duck, the great
and the smaller bittern, the small green heron,
Viékginia rail, ruffed grouse, bob white, and wood-
cock.

The only other artificial feature of the garden
is a broad tarvia walk that cuts through the
northern portion and affords convenient access

to the park boulevdrd. On this walk'is a dam
that forms a small pool in a natural depression
and receives the overflow from the swamp. This
is a favorite sketching point for artists; but the
pool is too shady for water lilies, so it is pro-
posed to form at some time a pond for aquatics

* by an excavation in an open meadow where two

small streams combine that How from springs in
the garden.

Until 1911, the garden was cared for by the
teachers of botany as a labor of love and with-
out compensation. Then, on the retirement of
one of the botany teachers from school, she was

made a salaried curator of the garden, a position
which she still occupies. But from the very first
systematic care has been given to the place. A
complete record has been kept of the plants and
an indexed card-catalogue maintained. The chief
duties of the curator besides writing the records.
are keeping the place in order, receiving and con-
ducting visitors through the grounds, and plant-
ing.

Several hundreds of plants are set out each
season. Some of them are newcomers; others
swell the number of attractive species already
present, native or introduced, or replace those
that have dwindled out. The ideal aimed at is
to maintain a natural wilderness. So no set beds
are permitted, but the plants are fitted as closely
as possible to their native habitat, be it prairie,
bog, or woodland, and are allowed to grow as
they will, without any check except their own
well-being, and so long as they do not infringe
too much upon the rights of their companions.
They are not watered after they become well
rooted, and no fertilizer is used except decayed
leaves, which are allowed to lie as they fall, un-
less they form deep windrows. By reason of the
varied conditions of the reserve most plantings
are successful. Lime and sand are lacking in the
soil and have to be imported for such exacting
species as trailing arbutus and sweet fern (Comp-
tonia). Specimens for planting are dug up on
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wild land, or obtained by exchange, by purchase,
or from the park nurseéries.

Certain weeds are faboo in the garden, mainly
naturalized plants like the all-pervading dandelion
and Canada thistle that are too fierce competitors
in the “struggle for existence”; likewise several
disagreeable “stick-tights,” like burdock and beg-
gars’ ticks, that usurp the place of more amiable
and lovely denizens.

Exclusive of mosses, alg®, and fungi, the gar-
den now contains over a thousand species, more
than half of which have been introduced. Stu-
dents and lovers of nature may see, in a few
hours, plants grouped together in a comparatively
small area, that they might fail to find in travers-
ing for many days the length and breadth of the
state.

Frowm the Archives of the Minneapolis
Park Board

The largest and oldest white oak_in Minneapolis
is “king of the garden” It is estimated that it is
at least 700 years old.
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HOW TO REACH THE RESERVE

Via Glenwood street car to terminus at Glen-
wood Lake, then by the tarvia road, turning to
the right at the pump.

By automobile via Wayzata Boulevard or Glen-
wood Ave., turning at the guide-boards onto the
Parkway Boulevard. This entrance is northeast
of Birch Pond.

The Reserve is open from April 1 to October
every day except Wednesday. No charge.

HOURS

9to 12 A. M, 1to5 P. M, except Sunday.
Sunday: 10 A. M. to 12 M, 1 to 5§ P. M.

Editor’s Note: At 4:00 o'clock on the after-
noon of May 5, 1933, Park Board members, to-
gether with approximately a hundred friends and
former students of Miss Eloise Butler, gathered
at the Wild Botanic Garden to pay last tribute to
the memory of the founder of the Garden at
Glenwood Park, who died April 10. At the
request of many members of the Federation, we
are printing the following:

“Friends and Associates of Miss Eloise Butler (The
Honorable A. F. Pillsbury, President of Minneapolis
Park Board, speaking) :

‘“We have gathered here today to do honor to ome
who was the moving spirit in the establishment and care
of this unique and interesting garden.

“Being a great lover of nature, and especially of wild
flowers and plant life, it was her desire that one part
of our park system should be left in its natural con-
dition and devoted to the wild flowers and birds of our
state. Under her loving care for many years, this
garden has become famous and given pleasure to many.
In the presence of friends, and to her memory, we have
planted this rare tree, and in accordance with her wishes,
we now, with respect and admiration, distribute the ashes
of Miss Eloise Butler over the ground she loved so
well.”

President Pillsbury was then given the container hold-
ing the ashes of Miss Butler and he then began to
spread the ashes first around the base of the tree and
then in the area on all sides of the little office building.

General Superintendent Wirth in a few brief remarks
called attention to the fact that the pin oak had long
been a favorite of Miss Butler’s and for this reason
had been chosen as the tree to be dedicated in her serv-
ices. He suggested that a year from today this same
group of friends gather to place a bronze tablet on a
boulder near the tree to perpetuate the dedication, and
the friends made preparation to raise the funds neces-
sary for this purpose.

THE DAHL HOUSE

40 Miles from Twin Cities

An |deal Summer Resort, where clubwomen can hold confer-
ences, conventions, dinner or card parties, dances or luncheons.

Steak, Fish and Chicken Dinners: Always Available

Minneapolis Address— 10 Lumber Exchange

Chisago City, Minmn.
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