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On a sunday early last spring Boyd Lien dropped by the office and duri-ng oi:r
conversation he remarked that he thought that it would be interesting to list
the opening dates of some of oi:r flowers and the dates that birds have been
seen in the *arden. Over the years I have kepN track of these tr'ro events and
f r"rould like to share them with you but first I would like to make a few
remarks about this particular spring, If you remember last spring I wrote
that it was the earliest spring f had ever recorded. Well this sprlng is even
earlier. 0n Sundav, June 26, we had 66 species of flowers blooming and of
these )+9, or ?bf,, Uaa opened earlier than they ever had. To break this dordn
fwther, in the woodland 15 speeies were blooming and of these lJ, or 86fi,
had opened earliest and in the upland gard"en J6 out of 5t (7o.5fi had set a
new record. To pursue this a little further, f went baek one week and at
that time 39 out of l+l+ (88,6%) had opened the earliest they ever had and in
the woodland il+ out of U (Itm not sure r,rhat the percentage of that r:ould be)
were earliest and in the upland 29 out of 30 (83.ifl)" This is Lhe first year
since I have been here (21 ;.'rears) tfre.t the Sho:-.ry- Ladyts Slipper has opened
in l,iay,

Now to get baek to ny statistics. I started keeping record of the opening
dates of floners because I became al.rare of the si-mple fact that 'td:ile f
knew about'when our flowers bloomed f eouldnrt accurately approximate the
date that they could be ercpected to bloom. The information I received was
often surprising--perhaps it will be to you too. Cne thing that ls hard to
believe is that one of our Asters (large leaved) started blooming on June 28
thls;year.
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t'"A. Skunk Cabbage u

( qpptoca.rpus foetl dus)

L 2. $.gow [riIIium *Svrts
. i-rtu.;i..ua?" ,!.t ,it

. .3. Bloodroot
( Sanguinaria, canadensis)

-.lL' 4. HepatlCa.
(Hepatica acutlloba)

.-Jt/ 5. Pasque Florrer
(Anemone pa,tens)

"'- 6. False Rue Anenone
( lsoP:trum biternatum)

.r 7" W:ite l1rout-Lily
(Erythronium albidum)

ul B. Drrtchmanrs breeches
(Dicentra Cueullaria)

t-'' ). Cut-leaved Toothnort
( Denta.ria l;rciaiata )

L'-10. Large-flolrrered, Tri1lium.
( miftium gra.ndiflorum)

'-' 11 . l,arsh I',-rigold^
I Sa-l-Uya- fp*Cc*sfu

-'a2. Large-ftoueled Belli"rort
(Uvularia gandiflora)

j-"13. spring Beautlr
( Claytonia virginica")

t/ -l- UJ. Virgnla Rluebells
(I:'iertensia virginica)

,-' 15, Jack-in-the-pulpit
(Arisaema trinhyllum)

t'r'l' 15. Birdts Foot Violet
(viota pedata)

17. Purple -{vens
(*eun triflorum)

Earliest
ops?'ry !e:g

I'larch

i'tarch

Aprll

Harch

April

April 1

April 12

.tpril 13

April- 12

April 16

rApril 16

Aprll 15

:ipril 16

April 2l+

April 22

,rtpril 2B

,tpril 17

Latest
opq*g !e!g

April 19

Aprl1 22

April 28

^lAprrr z4

April lO

I"iay ,I+

l4ay 2

I'iay o

rr3_v I

i.ta:r 22

iliay 7

I'iay 7

I'Iay 11

l.iay 11

l,iay 15

l'{e.y 23

t.qr '2,

Average
Opening Dglg

lpril 5.52

april 7.35
-JAprr--L I)

April 17

April l'2.58

April 19.8

Apr:-l 22,5

Apri-l- 2),2

^t IApral 24.4

April 28

April 28"6

April 29.1

April 29.8

FIay b,5

/^I"iay o. /

l'Iay 9.8

i"iay L2,95

6trna*.S**.*

llay :.-3.7

13

27

1

3

('[yp"E;,effi f '.?e'gtffird*
lR. Iioar:r Puccoon

( litrrospermum canescens )

I,lay l+ Iiay 2l+

(April 10 in 1981)

(April 7 in 1988)

(March 24 in 1981)

Known earlier or later dates have been noted in the text. Some are from Ken's records, others from Cary George. 
and a few from Martha Crone's notes.

(March 22, 1945; March 26  1987)

(April 9 in 1987)

(March 31 in 1987)

May 1 in 1944

April 27 in 1944

1973 1964
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/p. Iiilrl Jeri:aium
( Geranium nieula.lum)

IL. UOIUII1D1NE
(,tquile gi;. can;rdensi-sr\

2t.'-,clden'.1exi;-nd.ers' / -.\'4,tzi_i- i:urer*j

2t Lupine
(l,upinus perennis)

.,,ft(4. 'r;I.-Ltl UalJ-a
I 

^ 
1- r \

tuili.j Tt-1115i;rls.:

'e Si:j,.ieruor i;

' ( lr:Ce,scint j-- virqinl n- ]

ft$T ?lo.a'.L.,,,.-r s s-'l-ipner.
i rj-rurfl-pe::lLR l'eql n re j

Sarl-i*s'i;
ff*llqg- !i:tq
liz:r 2,

i\'l qlr ) (

i'i;,iy li)

! i:Y lb

+L L )\'

\,::r 2?

-^l
t -;::'f lU

latest
{ipeni.,ng }ate
l{ay 3C

l\:t-rT '2lt

-i,{.,-. a-r'-.!.y ),

r ..-, cR

June 2

June 7

U LTIIS J.U

itrdts. cd17 ur at)u

-Qesl*rs.-:s!-
l'ra"Y I+

I ay IC.j.

. ^^ - /1,a;r 79.r"

llaiy 4t.) .o

Ilay 21.3

i,a,r," JC. B

.Iune 9

(June 21 in 1936 
and 1958, June 
28 in 1945)




