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Dear Friend of the Garden,

I am writing today for a very important reason. The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden are determined

to ensure the installation of the Cary George Wetland Project bridge and boardwalk in the Eloise Butler

Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary, so that next season's visitors will be able to enjoy the Showy

Lady's-slippers without having to wade through muddy water to see them. Our very wet spring brought
home the urgent need for this project; the wood-chipped paths have been impassable at times. On

Mothers' Day hundreds of visitors were walking off the muddy surface onto fragile plants because of the
soggy conditions, and the problem has intensified since then.

We are very fortunate to have a timely incentive to help us reach our final fundraising goal of S25,000.

for this project. The People for Parks Foundation is offering a matching grant of 512,500., if we can raise

that amount by August 31, 20L4. We need these funds to proceed with installation of the new bridge

and board,walk by the end of this summer. We are asking for your help to reach this goal.

As you may recall, The Friends have already contributed an initial 525,000. for the project, and we offer
our heartfelt thanks to all of you who helped bring us this far. The Minneapolis Park and Recreation

Board is underwriting a significant additional portion of the project's cost. I believe we all truly want to
see this essential project realized.

This total restoration of the Garden's wetland path system will enable visitors to explore and appreciate

this unique habitat, considered by Eloise Butler and Cary George to be "the heart of the Garden. To fully

appreciate the critical importance of the project and the excellent quality of the design, please visit our

website www.friendsofthewildflowergarden.org and use the links on our home page to see the history

of this endeavor. Then use the designated link to watch the Cary George Wetland Project video to see

photos of the target area as well as detailed drawings of the final plan.

We are asking all Friends members to please join us in this effort to preserve and protect the Garden

while honoring our Fourth Gardener. Donations can be made on the website or, if you prefer, via the
enclosed envelope. Let's make sure this important project becomes a reality this year !l

Sincerely, J Pam Weiner forr-
For the Board of Directors, Friends of the Wild Flower Garden

P.S. We are enclosing an invitation to the Friends' 2014 Summer Garden Party. Hope to see you there !l

A support group for The Eloise Butler Wildflower Carden and Bird Sanctuary


