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Dear Friends,

O

nce again it is my great pleasure to mark the coming
of spring and the beginning of another season at the
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.
Surely it is age-related to find the passage of seasons becoming
ever more deeply appreciated as one senses that this cycle will
NOT go on indefinitely—for the individual—or maybe not for
our dear Earth, either. For many of us, that feeling of endless
personal time one has in younger years is no longer a tenable
reality. And yet, thankfully, we can still have our annual thrill
of anticipation and wonder as we come back to the Garden in
spring, fully expecting a beautiful array of ephemerals in the
woodland and the song of warblers along the paths we know so
well. I think it’s fair to say we are never disappointed!

This mélange of old and new will carry over
for the Friends in 2015 as well, as we host
a special fundraiser in the historical Schutt
home above the north end lagoon at Lake
of the Isles. Perhaps you remember the story
of Mendon Schutt and his bride Clara, for
whom he built this imposing new home
in 1897. As we understand it, Clara knew
Eloise and helped support her with plant
donations in the early years of the Garden.
Then, Mendon and Clara’s daughter Elizabeth became an early Friend and helper to Martha Crone during
her tenure as Gardener in the mid-1900s. Elizabeth lived in the
family home and cared for an extensive garden until her death
in the ’90s. Even before she died, the Schutt family trust had
named the Friends as a beneficiary, and we continue to receive
their gift of about $1,000 every year.

As always, there will be a mix of the old and the new at the
Garden this year. We will find many familiar and favorite plants,
along with a few new additions thoughtfully chosen and carefully placed by Curator Susan Wilkins and her staff. We will
stroll through the wetland (soon, we hope, on a beautiful new
boardwalk) to greet our treasured lady’s slippers and the ancient
equisetum (horsetail). We will crane our necks to look for the
indigo bunting. The acute observer might note some other more
mundane but welcome changes like new signage or a repaired
bench. Of course, the Martha Crone Shelter will welcome us
with the usual friendly volunteers and informative new educational displays by the naturalists.

A

fter Elizabeth died, the house stood empty for a while and
was badly in need of repair and renovation. The present
owners bought the property about a decade ago and worked on
the house and the grounds for several years before moving there
in 2009. Now they have graciously invited the Friends to visit
the beautifully tended gardens and tour the elegant home from
5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 25. We’re calling it
the Schutt House Garden Party, and proceeds will support the
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.
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Hors d’oeuvres and beverages will be served. Current Friends
can purchase tickets for $25 (or $40 per couple) on our website.
We will also be inviting some prospective new Friends to join
us and become Friends members. You will receive a postcard
invitation to this special party in May, and you can also find
more details right now on our website. Please save the date and
plan to attend this special Garden Party that celebrates both
historical devotion to the Garden and our present commitment
in a beautiful setting among Friends old and new.
Here’s to spring and a wonderful year for our treasured garden!
Sincerely,
J Pam Weiner

Purple trillium
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Dear Friends,

O

ur long, cool spring with those intermittent hot spells
was wonderful for the Garden. The much-needed rain
was a gift after a rather dry winter and most plant communities looked lush and healthy at the end of May. The Saturday
morning birders have reported having very good rambles so far
this season; warblers, raptors and shorebirds have all been seen
and heard, along with our familiar feeder friends. And, to add
luster to this lovely picture, we are on track to accomplish the
installation of the new boardwalk in July. The funding, design
and fulfillment of the northern portion (the bridge segments)
represent our Cary George Wetland Project, a tribute to the
Garden’s fourth caretaker. Like Eloise Butler, he was particularly
protective of the Garden’s wetland. We anticipate a commemorative event to honor Cary and introduce the new walkway
in September. Please keep in touch through our website www.
friendsofthewildflowergarden.org for updates on the installation and the celebration.
The Friends’ Board has been busy preparing for the June fundraiser, which we hope will help raise general funds for our projects
while attracting some new members. As we lose the older generation of Friends, we need to draw in and welcome interested
people of all ages. We heartily encourage you to share your appreciation of the Garden, and your issues of the Gentian, with friends
and family—and please bring others with you when you visit! Of
course, in strengthening our organization, our ultimate goal is
always to support the Garden and deepen the public’s appreciation for native plants and birds and their preservation.
We are also confronting another challenge. We need more Shelter docents. The Martha Crone Shelter Volunteer Program is
crucial to the successful functioning of the Garden. Most days,

the Garden staff is very busy preparing educational materials and displays and leading
programs, walks and classes. The care of
the Shelter environment and its visitors has
always been the purview of our wonderful volunteers, who also tend to some outdoor tasks.
Our Shelter volunteer coordinator, Lauren
Husting, co-leads a group training every
spring with Garden staff, and throughout the
season there are special walks and tours for
volunteers. You need not be any kind of expert
to do a terrific job, and you can pair up with a seasoned docent for
a shift or two as a kind of intern experience, if you like. If you’re
interested, please see Lauren’s Shelter update in this newsletter
and contact her for more information. It is truly a joy to spend
time helping in the Shelter and on the trails.

J

ust a few days ago, I turned up a ragged copy of In Wildness
Is the Preservation of the World, the fine compilation of Eliot
Porter photos and Thoreau quotes. In closing, allow me to share
an excerpt from Walden:
We need the tonic of wildness—to wade sometimes in marshes where
the bittern and the meadow-hen lurk, and hear the booming of the
snipe; to smell the whispering sedge where only some wilder and more
solitary fowl builds her nest, and the mink crawls with its belly close to
the ground. At the same time that we are earnest to explore and learn
all things, we require that all things be mysterious and unexplorable,
that land and sea be infinitely wild, unsurveyed and unfathomed by us
because unfathomable. We can never have enough of nature. We must
be refreshed by the sight of inexhaustible vigor, vast and titanic features,
the sea-coast with its wrecks, the wilderness with its living and its decaying trees, the thunder-cloud, and the rain which lasts three weeks and
produces freshets. We need to witness our own limits transgressed, and
some life pasturing freely where we never wander.
May your summer months include the perfect dose of nature.

Pho to: P hoebe Wau gh

Sincerely,

“ A

J Pam Weiner

W I L D

G A R D E N

I S

B E A U T I F U L

A T

A L L

S E A S O N S ”

–

E L O I S E

B U T L E R

Fall 2 0 1 5 VO L. 6 3 NO. 3

THE FRINGED GENTIAN

™

A P U B L I CAT I O N O F F R I E N D S O F T H E W I L D F L O W E R G A R D E N , I N C .

Dear Friends,
It has been a very good year at the Garden. Moderate temps,
adequate rainfall and wonderful service to our visitors. All of
these things contributed to a fine Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden season.
And yet, the ultimate accomplishment for 2015 has been the
completion of Phase 1 of the Cary George Wetland Project, a
new wetland boardwalk, highlighted by the bridge span honoring our fourth Gardener, Cary George. Perhaps you were able
to join us for the boardwalk celebration on September 20 when
Cary cut the ribbon to the bridge and saw his small plaque
installed on the bench. I have to say that it was most satisfying
to be present for this long-awaited event.

This special issue of the Gentian is full of
photos of the boardwalk celebration, our
Schutt House Garden Party, which was held
in late June and our October Volunteer
Appreciation Event.
I hope you will be warmed at heart by the
many happy faces and beautiful images shared
in these pages as we go into the colder months
while the Garden rests and we wait for another amazing year.
Most sincerely,
J Pam Weiner

Ph oto : Min neapol is Park an d R ecreatio n Board

On behalf of the Friends board, and all of us who cherish the
stewardship history of the Garden, thank you so much for your
donations and support toward making this dream come true.

Please enjoy these photos and know that you
are a part of preserving the Garden and our
traditions.

People gathered on the new boardwalk to honor Cary George, EBWG gardener from 1987 to 2003.
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