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DEAR FRIENDS,

This year my winter reverie started in the fall.
Maybe the Medicare card arriving in the mail
had something to do with the early onset. I was
definitely on the reminiscence program, drawn to
thoughts and images of people and places
from the past. And then, at Thanksgiving
Ilooked into the faces of my
nieces and nephews and saw the
features of their grandparents, a
generation now disappeared.
Into December, as the days
became shorter and colder, this
recollecting and remembering
continued, expanding into

other realms of my life.

For me, the Garden’s buffer zone
in winter—real winter—has
been a snowy dream, as well as a
destination. I treasure the memory of
following my now-deceased dog, Buck,
along the perimeter fence line, where he seemed

to be on patrol. No amount of snow was enough

to keep him on the sidewalks and roadways in the
neighborhood, so into the park we tramped. In the
mornings, there were chickadees flitting and bluejays
chattering; once in a while, we'd see a fox or the
pileated woodpecker. At dusk, Buck scanned and
sniffed while I listened for the great horned owl as
the western sky turned pink, then purple. Sometimes
wed meet a cross-country skier or two; often we had
this lovely white world all to ourselves.

Soon, of course, this state of reverie with its fluid
sense of time will pass. As spring approaches, the
very real and present 2012 season of the Eloise
Butler Willdflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary

will come into focus and, as always, there will be
much to anticipate and experience. 2012 is the

60th anniversary year of the Friends, and we are
hoping to create a special event during the summer
months. Information will follow in the spring issue of
The Fringed Gentian.

Fundraising for the Cary George Wetland Project
has been very gratifying; we now have $13,700
toward our goal of $15,000. Friends members have
donated almost half of this amount, and we received
agenerous grant of $7,000 from the Steve
Leuthold Family Foundation. Special
thanks are due to board members
Emily Anderson and Jeff Lee, who
directed this effort on behalf of
the Friends.

The Student Transportation
Grant program, a major
ongoing Friends endeavor,
was very successful last year,
with more than a thousand
students provided access to the
Garden and its programs. We plan
to continue this important work,
and we will be reaching out to you for
support to do so.

Finally, please consider receiving your copy of

The Fringed Gentian via email to reduce our use of
paper and our printing costs. The Friends and the
trees will thank you! To request this service, please
send an email to info@friendsofeloisebutler. org,
indicating your preference for a high- or low-
resolution pdfversion of the Gentian. You will need
Adobe Reader or a similar program to view the pdf.

Here's to a fine winter with just enough reverie!

Sincerely,

J. PAM WEINER, PRESIDENT
Photo by Judy Remington

IS BEAUTIFUL AT ALL SEASONS" - ELOISE BUTLER
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DEAR FRIENDS,

Spring greetings! How fine it is to feel the earth
warming up, as the days grow longer and brighter.
We can forget our snarky, weak winter: it just
doesn’t matter anymore. Now we have so much to
-~

anticipate and appreciate, starting with the
search for the earliest ephemerals peek- /

/ 4

This can become a spiritual quest '

ing out of the ground.

for some of us. Thoreau said,

"It will take you half a lifetime '

to find the earliest flower.”

And he would surely consider ||

it pure pleasure to spend the

time in doing so, even if an ‘

actual sighting of flora or fauna

remains unachievable. “I hear

the hyla (toad) peep faintly several

times.... He is the first of his race to

awaken to the new year and pierce the N
solitudes with his voice. He shall wear the

medal for this year. You hear him but you will
never find him. He is somewhere down amid the
weathered sedge and alder bushes there by the wa-
ter’s edge, but where?” (Journal entry, April 1856)
And we are left wondering, perhaps sensing that an
answer is not important to the nature-loving plant
pilgrim, toad-seeker or dedicated birder.

A related kind of dedication inspires the Friends’
plans for our 60th year. Our long-term goals remain
the same: to secure the well-being of the Eloise
Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary with
financial assistance, volunteer corps and support
for educational programs. A major focus for 2012

is the replenishment of the Student Transportation
Grant Fund, which pays for buses to bring students
to the Garden for nature-based programming.
Hundreds of young people have benefited from
this program the past couple of years; its success
has depleted the fund, and we are committed to
continuing the program into the future. This year
we are raising funds with a special event that brings
Garden aficionados, old and new, together to

celebrate our 60th anniversary, while helping to sus-

tain an important program for our community.

—

The Friends Garden Party will be held on Sunday,
July 22, at the Wirth Park Pavillion above Glen-
wood Avenue and the south beach of Wirth Lake,
from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. There will be light summer
refreshments, tours of the Garden, other
N entertainments and a silent auction of
items reflecting the spirit and history
of the Garden and the Friends.
‘ Tickets for the event ($20, tax-
deductible) will be available at
friendsofthewildflowergarden.
org and at the door. We are
I hoping that every Friends
member who attends will bring
' a friend who is new to the
Garden, so that our network
l of support can be expanded.
Members will receive a postcard
reminder about this fundraising
s’ celebration in June.

Other priorities for the Friends in 2012
include an in-depth review of our financial health
and the development of a plan to shift into more
web- and internet-based communication, with a re-
duction of costly printed-and-mailed Gentian issues
annually. We will also apply ourselves to generating
more grant appeals to supplement membership-
based income, with a focus on providing more
assistance for invasive plant work in South Wirth
adjacent to the Garden.

Finally, please join us at our Annual Membership
Meeting on Saturday, May 19, at 10:30 a.m. in the
Community Room at the Kenwood Park Center,
2101 West Franklin, Minneapolis. We will make
you most welcome and greatly appreciate your
participation.

Wishing you a lovely spring,

Sincerely,

ﬁmmm@

. PAM WEINER, PRESIDENT

Trientalis Borealis photo by Don Beimborn

IS BEAUTIFUL AT ALL SEASONS” - ELOISE BUTLER
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DEAR FRIENDS,

ur 60th Anniversary Garden Party

was held on Sunday, July 22, in the

Theodore Wirth Park Picnic Pavilion.
This event was a fundraiser for the Friends
Student Transportation Grant, which provides
busing for youngsters to come to the Garden for
nature and science classes. About 85 attendees
braved the sultry afternoon to come out in sup-
port of this effort and share their appreciation for
the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird
Sanctuary. Several special guests were especially
welcome: Muriel Avery, widow of third Garden
Curator Ken Avery, accompanied by a multi-
generation family group; and our fourth Garden
Curator, Cary George, and his wife Janet. We
also welcomed the many Martha Crone Shelter
volunteers and Invasive Plant Action Group
workers who attended.

e

Friends board members provided light refresh-
ments and some well-received silent auction
items, many of which were donated by Friends
and Bryn Mawr businesses. Garden Curator
Susan Wilkins coordinated naturalistled Garden
tours, and bird woman extraordinaire Tammy
Mercer hosted a spotting scope on the berm in
the wetland behind the Garden. Thanks are
due to everyone who helped make this firstever
Garden Party a most enjoyable and successful
celebration. Many Friends brought their families
and others who are now aware of the Garden and
the role of our organization. Several new mem-
berships were registered and extra donations
gratefully received. Nearly $3,800 was raised for
the Student Transportation Grant, and we found
a new way to expand support for the Garden and

continued page 3

Top, left: Family of former Garden Curator Ken Avery (Photo by Judy Remington)

Top, right: Garden Curators Cary George & Susan Wilkins (Photo by John Maciejny)

Bottom, left: Board President Pam Weiner with Board Members Steve Benson & Sally Pundt (Photo by John Maciejny)
Bottom, right: 60th Anniversary Cake (Photo by John Maciejny)

“A WILD GARDEN

IS

BEAUTIFUL AT ALL

SEASONS"” -

ELOISE BUTLER
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Photos of Guests and Board Members
perusing Silent Auction Items

by Judy Remington

LETTER continued

its programs. If you were not able to join us for
the Garden Party, please consider helping to
underwrite this fund with a special donation.
See page 7 in this Gentian to make a donation,
or visit our website, www.friendsofthewild-
flowergarden.org.

Now I would like to share some news regard-
ing The Fringed Gentian. This third issue of
2012 will be the final one this year. After
much deliberation and discussion, the Friends
board has decided to reduce annual printed
issues to three (instead of four), both to reduce
costs (paper, printing, postage) and to direct
more attention to digital communication,
including email, Internet media and our web-
site. In 2013, you can expect a printed Gentian
in March, July and November. I recommend
that you choose to receive your Gentian
online by sending an email to info@friendsof-
eloisebutler.org, indicating your preference
for a high- or low-resolution PDF version of
the Gentian. You will need Adobe Reader

or a similar program to view the PDF file. (I
printed my last issue from the low-resolution
version, and it was still its lovely self.)

Another change is coming for The Fringed
Gentian. This beautiful issue is the last one
you will receive under the tutelage of Editor
Judy Remington. We are deeply grateful for
her skilled direction and inspired vision these
past five years, during which this publication
evolved considerably, with more diverse con-
tent and very high standards for both text and
photography. She has also guided us toward
a more progressive approach to communica-
tion through this medium and more. Thank
you, Judy!

It's with gratitude and relief that I can
announce we have a wonderfully qualified
new editor ready to take over this critical
role. Board member Meleah Maynard, writer,
editor and Master Gardener, has volunteered
to step in, and we look forward to her steward-
ship of our treasured Gentian.

In closing, I will offer a seasonal encourage-
ment from Martha Hellander’s The Wild
Gardener in the hope that you will find time
to visit the Garden this fall and stroll the prai-
rie in the weeks just before the cold autumn
winds. The following appears on page 158,
and is a portion of an article Eloise Butler
wrote for the Bulletin of the American Academy
of Science, September 1911.

And how lovely are the waving plumes of the
grasses, how endless the variety of seed-pods,
how marvelous the modes of seed-dispersion!
The eye, no longer distracted by the brilliant
flower mosaics, sees the less flaunting beauty
and rediscovers “the commonplace of miracle.”

Sincerely,

J. Pam Weiner
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