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5 October, 20L5

Superintendent Jayne Miller

Assistant Superintendent Justin Long

Dear Ms. Miller and Mr. Long,

I am writing at this time to establish the Friends' commitment to funding planned invasive plant

management and habitation restoration work in the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden & Bird Sanctuary

to be carried out by Prairie Restorations, lnc. under the supervision of Garden Curator Susan Wilkins.

We believe that this project will contribute significantly to the ecological health of the Garden,

moderating some over-dominant woody species and adding to the biodiversity of the prairie and

wetland habitats. We support the management methods detailed in the Garden Curato/s plan,

including burning, mowing, hand-cutting and targeted use of herbicides.

ln 2015, the Friends will donate up to 55,750.00 for this project. ln years 2AL6,2AL7, and 2018,

the Friends commit to donating up to $3,500.00 yearly for continued invasive plant management and

habitat restoration work in the prairie and wetland areas of the Garden. This work will also be

performed by Prairie Restorations, lnc., under the Curator's supervision.

As natural areas in our community and our parks are increasingly influenced by climate change,

different types of invasive plants and other factors, we deeply appreciate the efforts of the Garden

Curator and other MPRB staffto preserve and protect the singular and historically significant plant

communities in the Wildflower Garden. While change is surely unavoidable, even in this protected

space, thoughtful work based on study and established expertise is the best way to conserve what can

legitimately be sustained while using resources wisely and providing for the Garden's healthy future. We

are pleased to be a part of this project and a support to this endeavor.

Sincerely,

J Pam Weiner

Friends' Board president

A support group for The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary


